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Intestinal Sutubes, with a Report op an Experiment 
Illustrating the Use of both the Interrupted and 
Continuous Sutures. By W. V. Kingsbury, M. D., of 
St. Louis. 

To unite and retain in apposition the edges of a divided, 
incised or lacerated bowel, has been one of the greatest desid- 
erata of surgeons from the earliest period in the history of 
intestinal surgery down to the present day. How to secure 
the edges of a wound by the means of sutures, so as to pre- 
vent the passage, either outwards or inwards, of any of the 
solids, fluids or gases, was, for a number of years, a question 
which perplexed the minds of surgeons. 

It has been only a few years since the introduction into the 
surgical world of the sutures of Lembert and Jobert. Various 
modifications of these sutures have been suggested and de- 
vised. As, for instance, the Gussenbauer and the Czerny- 
Lembert sutures. The Gely suture is original, and is distinct 
from all others. * There being, as far I am able to ascertain, 
no modifications or variations of it. Little attention is paid 
to this suture by text-books, and it is very seldom used by au- 
thors of works upon this subject. 

It is not my intention to enter into a description of the va- 
rious sutures used in visceral surgery, but I shall endeavor to 
bring forth some points in this paper upon which I have been 
unable to find any remarks or references to in the literature at 
my command. 

9 
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Authors differ greatly in regard to the use of the continu- 
ous or interrupted sutures. Writers upon the subject have 
each one views which they argue and claim to have put into 
practical use. The results of the different operators have 
been published and discussed fully, but arriving at no definite 
conclusion, thus leaving the young and inexperienced mem- 
bers of the profession in doubt as to which is the better suture 
to us6 in case they should be called upon to perform this kind 
of work. As I belong to the class which is in doubt I re- 
solved to test the matter myself, and am now conducting a 
series of experiments upon dogs, by which I hope to be able 
to settle that question with satisfaction to myself at least, if 
not to the profession at large. 

Having seen the Lembert suture used a number of time's, 
and with very exellent results, I determined to use that 
suture in the cases in which I wished to determine the que|- 
tion of the superiority of either the continuous or interrupted 
suture. As the Lembert suture can be made either continu- 
ous or interrupted with less trouble than any of the others, 
I regarded this as the greatest point in favor of its use, to- 
gether with the fact that it brings the serous surfaces of the 
bowel together and produces a valve-shaped wound, making it 
a very desirable suture to be used in nearly all cases in which 
the bowels require suturing. This suture, when properly 
applied, renders the wound perfectly impervious to all gases^ 
fluids or solids which may be contained in the bowel. For the 
first of these experiments I selected a young female dog, 
weighing 21 pounds, and with the assistance of Dr. G. W.Cale, 
performed the following experiments. 

After having chloroformed the dog and shaved the belly, 
laparotomy was performed in the median line. A loop of 




Fig. 1. a. Incision in Gut. 

the bowel was then caught and lifted out of the abdominal 
cavity and held by the fingers of Dr. Cale. The contents of 
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the bowel were carefully removed by drawing it (the bowel) 
through the fingers. Having done this, I then, with a pair of 
scissors, made an opening one and one-half inches long in the 
longitudinal direction of the bowel (Fig. 1). Then, with the 
finest catgut, in a very fine needle, I closed the wound by 




Fig. 2. a. Interrapted Sutures. 

means of fourteen interrupted Lembert sutures (Fig. 2.) Af- 
ter this was done the loop was replaced in the abdomen and 
another was caught up and held in the same manner. Hay- 
ing pressed the contents of the bowel away from the field of 
operation^ I made a similar opening in it as in the other. 
This opening I closed by the continuous Lembert suture made 
of the same material as was used in making the interrupted 
suture. The catgut was carried across the opening externally 




Fig. 3. a. Continuoas Suture. 

sixteen times (Fig. 3.) After thoroughly irrigating the ab- 
dominal cavity with cold hydrant water, I closed the opening 
into it by means of a deep and several superficial silk sutures. 
The patient quickly recovered from the efiects of the anses. 
tbetic, and was put to bed in a box which was placed in a 
dark comer of the. room. The following day her bowels 
moved and she was allowed some milk. On the third day 
after the operation she was fed some bread, soaked in milk. 
She was fed on bread and milk every day until the ninth » ' 
when she was allowed to have some chopped meat. She 
never presented a bad symptom, or showed any signs of 
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trouble after the second day. On the the third day she was 
running around the room, and would jump upon and play with 
any person coming near her. Her appetite was good and 
her bowels moved two or three times every day. She re- 
moved the superficial abdominal sutures herself before the 
third day and I removed the deep ones on the ninth day. On 
the fifteenth day following the operation she was again chlo- 
roformed and the abdomen reopened. The small intestines 
were searched, and upon finding the site of the previous oper- 
ations, I resected that portion of the bowel containing both 
scars. The piece of bowel which was resected was twenty- 
nine inches long. After ligating the arteries in the mesen- 
tery, I cut a wedge-shaped piece out of it, and then united 
the cut ends of the bowels by means of four deep and twelve 
superficial catgut interrupted Lembert sutures. The 
cut edges of the mesentery were brought together and 
retained by means of the continuous Lembert suture of fine 
catgut. I then trimmed the edges of the abdominal wound 
and closed the cavity with deep and superficial silk sutures. 
The dog recovered nicely from the efiects of the anaesthetic 
and was running around the room on the second day after the 
operation. She developed a most enormous appetite, and ate 
great quantities of bread, which had been soaked in milk, and 
chopped beef. Both were passed from her undigested, in 
quantities which seemed to increase from day to day. She 
began to grow thin, and finally died on the nineteenth day 
after the last operation. At the time of death she was a 
mere skeleton. The post-mortem, which was made the next 
day, showed the abdominal wound perfectly closed. Upon 
opening the abdomen the omentum was found to have become 
adherent to the parietal wound for a distance of about one 
and one-half inches, near the middle of the wound. Exam- 
ination showed the bowels nearly empty and the cicatrix of 
the last operation was easily found. After removing that 
portion of the gut containing the cicatrix, it was examined 
and showed the wound had healed entirely, with some adhe- 
sion of the omentum. The bowel was slightly dilated 
above the cicatrix, but water could be and was passed through 
the gut in great quantities and with great rapidity. The cal- 
iber of the bowel was reduced less than one-half at the 
line of the operation. Upon examining the bowel 
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at the seat of the second operation the following condition was 
found : The two cicatrices had become adherent to each 




Fig. 4. . a. Scar from Continaous Suture. 

other (Fig. 4), but were easily separated. Both wounds were 
united throughout their full extent. The one which was 
closed by means of the interrupted suture was found to have 




Fig. 5. a. Scar from Interrupted Suture. 

healed perfectly (Fig. 5) The caliber of the bowel was 
slightly diminished, and in the longitudinal direction the 
bowel pursued a straight course. The wound, which had been 
closed by the continuous suture^ showed the following condi- 
tions : Complete union^ caliber slightly diminished, and the 
bowel in the longitudinal direction had assumed an abrupt 
curved course, and was held in that position firmly by the 
cicatrix (Fig. 4). The curve of the bowel was so abrupt that 
had a longitudinal section of the cicatrix been made, it would 
have looked like the letter V, the sides of the letter being 
compressed together so that they were approximated for about 
one-third of the distance from the angle at the lower part of 
the letter. 

From observing these specimens, I have come to the fol- 
lowing conclusion : that the interrupted suture is better than 
the continuous suture for wounds of the intestine whose long 
diameter extends in the longitudinal direction of the bowel, 
and I will try to explain myself by the following statements, 
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which I hope to be able to prove, beyond the reason of a 
doubt, at some future time : 1^. In making the continuous 
suture traction is necessarily exercised in the longitudinal 
direction of the bowel, in order to produce traction in the 
transverse direction of the bowel, by means of which the 
edges of the wound are approximated ; and, 2^, traction in the 
longitudinal direction to be of sufficient force to produce the 
traction in the transverse direction necessary to retain the 
edges of the wound in apposition, must be of such a degree as 
to diminish the distance between the distal and proximal ends 
of the wound more than the suture will in which the traction 
in the longitudinal direction is absent. 

In making the interrupted suture traction is used in only 
the transverse direction. It diminishes the caliber of the 
bowel no more than does the continuous suture, and can be 
applied with very little more difficulty, and for these reasons 
I say that the interrupted is superior to the continuous suture 
for wounds of the intestines, whose long diameter extends in 
the longitudinal direction of the gut. 

Traction, when applied to the longitudinal direction of the 
gut, tends to produce the condition referred to in this paper, 
which I have endeavored to explain by the accompanying 
sketches. 

^M)3 Olive St. 



Confirmed Inebriety,* By F. B. Haller, M. D., of Van- 
dalia, 111. 

The object in priesenting my paper at this time is to call 
your attention to a subject of more than ordinary interest to 
the physician, political economist and Christian philanthropist. 
Inebriety is the great curse of the day, the bane of society 
and the foe of the laboring classes. It has an inexorable hold 
on all grades, degrees and castes of society, sending more in- 
dividuals to a premature grave than all our epidemics com- 
bined — directly and indirectly claiming its victims by the 
thousands. Then, when we recall the sequences of disease re- 
sulting from its pernicious effects upon the different organs of 
the body, we can number its victims by the tens of thousands, 

«Read at the Semi- Animal meeting of the District Medical Society of Central 
lUinoia, at Vandalia, UL, Nov. 20, 1888. 
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as every intelligent physician can affirm. The combined 
efforts of the church, moral suasion, temperance agitation, 
organizations of various kinds, local option, high license, pro- 
hibitory amendments supported by the strong arm of the law 
have thus far been abortive in restraining its baneful influence 
upon society. It still holds high carnival, mocks at every 
effort made to stay its blightning effects upon the human 
family ; with increased wealth and political power its hellish 
work goes on unchecked, penetrating the very citadel of pure 
homes, the virtue, purity and integrity of society. 

No class of men understands the potent power of alcohol 
for harm upon the different organs in man, its destructive 
agency on his vitality, than does the physician ; hence if 
these statements be a truism, the physicians being the 
recognized guardians of the people's health, it becomes their 
duty as such to devise means, recommend wholesome laws 
calculated to eradicate this great incubus upon the human 
family, and upon our political economy. We, as a body, are 
zealous in warning our authorites against epidemics and are 
even ready to assist them by our counsel and advice as to how 
to do it. Should we not as religiously educate them upon the 
evils of alcoholism ? and until we have done so we shall have 
fallen short in the discharge of our duty as a profession. 
Then the question for us to determine is, how can this be ac- 
complished ? how can the confirmed inebriate be cured ? how 
can the evils of alcoholism be controlled ? 

As the nature, pathology and treatment of alcoholism is 
80 well understood, as laid down by our authors, I will pass 
them by and invite your attention to what I regard as the best 
means to control and cure confirmed inebriety most effectually, 
and at the same time have a salutary and restraining influence 
upon the moderate or occasional drinker, who has not yet 
reached the border line of confirmed inebriety. Chronic 
inebriety being now recognized as a disease by our best 
authorities on the subject, I would have a State law enacted 
similar to the law for the committm^t, restraint, treatment 
and discharge of the insane, with wch modifications as this 
clasid of subjects would require. I would have an inebriate 
asylum built by the State as a sanitarium for the confirmed ine. 
briate. The law for the committment should be so guarded 
that no one could be admitted except by jury trial in county 
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court. Applica|;ion must be made to the county judge for com- 
mittance, whose duty it shall be on such application to have a 
jury empanelled, try the case, and if under the law and evi- 
dence the jury find him a proper person to be confined in the 
asyltim, the judge shall order a mittimus. I would have a phy- 
sician appointed by the Governor, with the consent of the 
Senate, as superintendent, who is an expert in treating 
chronic alcoholism and posseissed of good executive qualifica- 
tions, with power to select his own assistant and employes, 
that the institution might be made most efficient. I would 
have him clothed with power after the patients have been 
committed to his care to keep them until such time as, in his 
judgment, they were apparently cured, and might safely be 
set at liberty. I would require all those committed, who 
were able, to pay all expenses while detained in the asylum 
— ^the dependents to be kept at the expense of the State. I 
would have an advisory board of three physicians, who are 
experts in the treatment of chronic inebriety, appointed by 
the Governor, with the approval of the Senate, whose duty 
should be to visit the asylum quarterly, with delegated power 
to examine into the management of the same, assist the 
superintendent in determining when the patients should be 
discharged from the asylum. 

I regard some such provision as suggested, if adopted by 
the State, as the best and perhaps the only mean^ under exist- 
ing circumstances of efiecting a radical cure in our confirmed 
inebriates. 

There is nothing, in my opinion, which will have such a 
salutary influence upon the inebriate, as for him to understand 
the fact that there is such a law which will deprive him of his 
liberty, place him under surveillance, if he persists in his 
habits, and keep him there until cured. Then, having been 
dismissed as cured, nothing would be so effectual in keeping 
him from falling into his old habits as the thoughts of being 
again deprived of his liberty, should he do so. And this is 
not all we may reasonably expect from such a law, but the 
healthful influence it will have upon the inebriate, who still 
has his liberty when he comes to understand if he continues 
the habits that he will lay himself liable and become amenable 
to the law. With these facts continually before his mind, is it 
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not reasonable to conclude that it would be a strong incentive 
for him to abandon his habits and lead a life of sobriety ? 

The very thought to any man of spirit, family pride, or who 
desires liberty or abhors the idea of being restrained in an 
asylum, of such a law would be a most potent factor in keeping 
him from contracting the habit of inebriety. And more than 
all this, it will be the means of restoring many to their moral 
status and normal physical condition, that never would be 
under our present mode of managing such cases — reclaiming 
thousands, restoring them to their families and society, saving 
them from drunkards' graves, keeping their families from be- 
coming dependents upon our charities — ^thus restoring them 
and their families to a legitimate standing in society. 

Another thought worthy of our consideration from an 
economic standpoint, is, the more we control and limit in- 
ebriety, the less number of dependents will there be ; hence 
any law which will accomplish this is commendable and 
desirable as every political economist will concede. 

It is a well established fact that with all our boasted 
knowledge of the nature and pathology of alcoholism, with the 
unlimited therapeutics at our command to combat and cure 
chronic inebriety, as a rule in general practice, we are lament- 
able failures in most instances. This perhaps results from 
the fact that we can not control our inebriate patients in their 
diet or association ; hence the apparent necessity for such a 
law and asylum where they can be kindly cared for and con- 
trolled until the disease is permanently cured. 

I am not quite prepared to go so far as to claim that this 
or any other plan will cure the vicious, as a rule, in all cases, 
but I do insist that the means suggested will do so, in most 
persons, who were respectable citizens before they became the 
victims of the alluring and deceptive influence of alcohol, and 
who can be permanently cured. If I am correct in my conclu- 
sions, is it not our duty, as members of the medical pro- 
fession, to agitate the subject of State asylums for the treat- 
ment of confirmed inebriates. 



Dr. H. D. Schmidt, the well-known pathologist of the 
Charity Hospital at New Orleans, died during the latter part 
of November. He had not done much work in latter years, 
owing to his being an invalid. 
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Clinical Heports. 

Gluteal Abscess Simulating Hip-Joint Disease. Clinic of 
Waldo Briggs, M. D., Prof, of Clinical Surgery and 
Genito-Urinary Surgery, Beaumont Hospital Medical Col- 
lege. Reported by C. W. Lillie, M. D., of St. Louis. 

This patient is a rather robust young colored man, about 
22 years of age. His general appearance is that of a person 
who has suffered much pain. His movements are sufficiently 
deliberate to indicate an almost constant thought of his con- 
dition. His left leg is rather dragged after him than used in 
walking. He says he has a great deal of pain in his hip when 
he puts his weight on his foot. 

The history of his case is as follows : About eight years 
ago he was thrown from a horse, and was bruised consider- 
ably, but had no bones broken. A few months after this he 
noticed a slight soreness in his hip, but as he was still able to 
go about his business, nothing was done. The soreness and 
stiffness increased, and in a few weeks an abscess formed just 
below the great trochanter. This was opened, and a small 
quantity of pus was found. This opening soon closed and was 
followed by another and another, and this process was re- 
peated until the young man became completely discouraged, 
believing that he was doomed to be an invalid for life, the 
prevailing idea being up to about a year ago that he had true 
hip-joint disease. At this time he came under the care of a 
surgeon in a neighboring dty, who made an opening and ex- 
plored the tissues about the joint and found no indications of 
dead bone. This is, in brief, what the patient tells us. Inspec- 
tion at this time shows no less than three openings and half 
a dozen scars as a result of former openings and abscesses. A 
probe in the opening near the great trochanter penetrates to a 
depth of four inches, and can be moved in every direction. 
This is a case for operative interference. Bven should there 
be no caries or necrosis, the long-continued inflammation 
leaves the muscles so matted together that their proper action 
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is materially impaired. The patient is one of those with scrof- 
ulous diathesis, in whom the reparative process is very poor, 
so that the results to be prognosticated are not very flattering. 
The chance, however, justifies the operation, which will be to 
cut down into the larger openings and ascertain the true con- 
dition, and if there is no actual disease of the joint, the sev- 
eral openings can be enlarged and connected^ good drainage 
secured, and the condition of the patient much improved, if 
we cannot proihise a cure. 

The patient was anesthetized and the opening over the 
great trochanter enlarged and a finger introduced. No indica- 
tion of any disease of the bone or joint could be found. It 
was found, however, that a sinus five inches long connected 
this cavity with one near the crest of the ilium, and three 
inches posterior to this and a IHtlp below it, they both com- 
municate with the third opening. These sinuses were then 
scr&ped^washeid ^ut first with a solution of bichloride (1:2500) 
and afterward with campho-phenique (1 part can^pho-phe- 
nique to 2 parts olive oil) and two. large drainage tubes in- 
serted and the external wounds dressed with campho-phenique 
and covered with absorbent cotton and a bandage applied. 
This dressing may remain on for 24 hours when it should be 
removed and the abscess cavities thoroughly washed with car- 
bolized water and redressed as before. The patient's general 
health should be improved by attention to diet and the ad- 
ministration of cod-liver oil and the hypophosphites of potash 
and lime. 

Dec, 2l8t. The treatment outlined above has been faith- 
fully carried out and the highest anticipations have been re- 
alized in the gradual improvement of the patient. He is able 
to walk with greater freedom of motion of leg and thigh, and 
with less pain than for many months. This result is due as 
much to subduing the inflammation by the free use of water, 
perhaps, as to the immediate results of the operation. 



Tincture of Iron and Goulard's Extract in Erysipelas. 
By William Henry, M. D., of Harmon, 111. 

Case I. — About July, 1888, a young man of 20, called for me 
for treatment. He had been to Chicago for some eye trouble 
and upon his return home he was attacked by a severe form of 
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facial erysipelas. His face was much swollen, he had high fever 
and some delirium. The eyelids were swollen to such an ex- 
tent that both eyes were closed. I immediately ordered a 
strong solution of acetate of lead to be applied locally, by 
means of a cloth kept constantly wet with the solution. Tinc- 
ture of iron in glycerine was administered in addition, thirty 
drops of the tincture being given every two hours. In a short 
time the condition of the patient began to improve ; and in a 
few dayS; the swelling had all disappeared, the patient being 
in a convalescent state and able to be up and about. The ad- 
ministration of the iron, however, was continued for about a 
month, and he has had no return of the trouble, being also 
able to do his work about the farm. 

Case II. — In October, 1888, I was called, to see an infant 
which had been taken ill a couple of days previously. Upon 
examination I found an inflammation accompanied by swel- 
ling, situated at the pubes. The redness spread rapidly and 
was accompained by high fever. This .being a case of 
erysipelas, I applied (as in Case I) a solution of acetate of 
lead, giving internally as high a dose of tincture of iron as 
could be safely administered to a child eight months old. The 
erysipelas, however, could not be arrested, apparently, for it 
traveled all over the body, gradually fading in one locality as 
it appeared in another. In about two weeks it was under 
control and the child is now well. The iron was continued 
some time after recovery had taken place. 

Case III. — An old lady over 60 years of age had been 
troubled for several years, with various veins extending from 
the ankle to the knee. Some varicose ulcers existed upon the 
leg and an erysipelatous condition originated from these. The 

limb became very much swollen, heat and pain being accom- 
paniments. The general symptoms observed were fever, dry 
tongue, thirst, amorexia and vomiting. The pulse was very 
rapid. She was given tincture of iron internally. For exter- 
nal application the acetate of lead solution was ordered, but 
it did not seem to meet the requirements of the case. She 
was then ordered poultices of powdered slippery elm which 
soon reduced the inflammation. The fever was treated with 
tincture of gelsemium, sulphate of quinia being given as a ton- 
ic. The limb was placed in an elevated position, and the treat- 
ment just mentioned was kept up. The postural treatment 
relieved the congested state of the veins and she recovered in 
about three weeks. 
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WHY DON'T YOU WRITE IT? 

Two or three times lately we have received gentle hints 
from medical readers and friends to the effect that the Jour- 
nal was giving too much original matter of a surgical nature^ 
and not enough medical and therapeutical communications. 

Granted, for the sake of argument, that this is a fact, who 
is to blame for it ? Surely we are not ; since we stand ready 
to publish any well-written and carefully considered article 
on subjects pertaining to medicine and therapeutics, or indeed 
any of the kindred and allied branches which go to make up 
the art and science of medicine. If they are not written, 
however, we cannot publish such articles. This is a self- 
evident proposition. 

The fact of the matter is that the greater part of the orig- 
inal contributions which are sent to the medical journals for 
publication are written by surgeons and on surgical topics. 
If physicians will not write, we know of no way by which to 
make them do it, and we can only answer the complainers 
who are "tired of so much surgery'* by asking why in the 
name of all that is reasonable they do not, themselves write 
something on purely medical subjects. We will gladly pub- 
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lish 8uch articles, provided they come up to the standard of 
excellence which the Journal has marked out. Otherwise 
we will not do so. We prefer giving even an excess of well- 
written and valuable surgical matter, to poorly written, ill- 
digested and ancient disquisitions on other branches of the 
divine art. 



THE CONFERENCE OF LOCAL HEALTH OFFICIALS. 

The Missouri State Board of Health some time since issued 
a general invitation^ throughout the State, whose object was 
to hold a conference of all of the local health officials — county, 
municipal and town — for the purpose of conferring upon the 
necessity of organization for the more perfect attainment of 
an efficient public health service. This object was made to 
appear necessary in view of a number of small small-pox epi- 
demics which have lately occurred in different portions of the 
State. In response to this invitation the representatives of 11 
counties, of St. Louis, of the State Board, and of the State 
Medical Society met at the Lindell Hotels on Dec. 4, last. 
After hearing reports on the sanitary condition of different 
portions of the State^ a bill to create county and other local 
Boards of Health was read and offered for discussion. This 
bill was originally prepared by the State Board. After sug- 
gesting a few verbal changes the meeting recommended its 
presentation to the legislature for action. 

We are certain that any Missouri physician who has the 
welfare of the State at heart will gladly lend his cooperation to 
the furtherance of the passage of the bill. Our State Board^ 
early in its career of usefulness^ was crippled by the withdraw- 
al of any appropriation. Without support of a financial char- 
acter, sanitary work became an impossibility. The members 
have resolutely gone on, however, and done what was possi- 
ble. The present measure is one which it is thought will di- 
vide up the work so thoroughly that the burden upon any one 
county will be practically nominal. The State Board will 
have a general supervision of matters sanitary and a thorough 
and useful organization mrty l>e effected. 

When we consider that Missouri ranks as the sixth state 
in the Union both in wealth and in population, it becomes a 
difficult matter to understand how it can be found in the ranks 
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of the eight or nine States which make no appropriation what- 
ever for a State Board of Health. Massachusetts had $111^300 
in the year 1888 available for general and special public health 
uses, and for the prevention of epidemics. Texas had $61,000 
for the same purpose and even little Rhode Island had a fund 
of $2,700. The ways of our legislature, however, are inscrut- 
able and the passage of the bill proposed is one which may 
not be easily accomplished. For this reason let each one ap- 
ply his shoulder to the wheel and combined effort may suc- 
ceed in accomplishing something. 

THE JOURNAL FOR 1889. 

With the present number the St. Louis Medical and 
Surgical Journal commences another volume and enters 
upon the Forty-sixth year of. its existence, and in so doing it 
assumes the privilege, customary on such occasions, of ad- 
dressing its readers and friends directly, as a personality, the 
theme being itself, retrospectively and prospectively con- 
sidered. 

The year which has just closed has been a prosperous one 
to us. We have retained all of our old friends and subscrib- 
ers and have added many new ones to our list, and for this 
we return thanks to those who have not only overlooked and 
condoned our shortcomings, but have exerted themselves to 
assist us in widening the circle of our usefulness, such as it 
may be. We have endeavored to give each one his money's 
worth, and if any are dissatisfied at the return we have made 
they have failed to notify us of the fact. 

As to the future, we can only say that we shall try to make 
each issue more valuable than the one which went before it. 
We have no new features or plans in view, but we propose to 
build upon the old ones with such increased experience and 
facilities as naturally come to men, thoroughly in earnest, as 
the years roll by. 

While we consider that St. Louis Medical and Surgical 
Journal is richly worth the price charged for it, nevertheless 
through the efforts of the Business Manager, Dr. F. M. Rum- 
bold, we are enabled to offer those of our friends who so de- 
sire certain clubbing rates which will be found fully explained 
in another part of this issue. 
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To advertisers, present and prospective^ we desire to say 
that their interests are ours, and that we have taken care of 
them in the past is shown by the long list of those who have 
been with us for many years, without even the formality of 
the renewal of a contract. 

In conclusion the St. Louis Medical and Surgical Jour- 
nal wishes each and every one of its patrons a happy and 
prosperous New Year, 

AN IMPORTANT LEGAL DECISION. 

It is a trite saying that ^' it is easier for a doctor to earn 
his money than to get it. " Its truth is bat too apparent to 
those engaged in the practice of medicine. When physicians 
acquire ** bad'* bills they generally allow them to lapse in 
preference to the institution of legal proceedings. Sometimes, 
however, the matter comes into court, and, sometimes, the 
physician recovers his fee. We learn from the Medical News 
that Dr. William Hunt, of Philadelphia, secured a decision 
from a court of adjudication, which can not fail of being of the 
highest importance to physicians. The case, briefly stated, is 
as follows : 

In 1886, a business man of large means, consulted Dr. Hunt. 
He was advised to drop his business and take a vacation. 
This he declined to do. Nothing occurred until while taking 
a summer vacation at Bar Harbor^ Dr. Hunt was the recipient 
of a letter from Dr. Albert Frike, whom the patient consulted 
in Hunt's absence, asking for information and advice. This 
was answered at once, and a constant consulting correspon- 
dence was kept up until the patient's death, three weeks later. 
A large trust company was the executor of the decedent's es- 
tate, and to it was sent the bill. The residuary legatee was 
absent in Europe at the time. The Trust Ofiicer of the Com- 
pany stated, upon the return of the legatee, that he would pay 
the bill if she (the legatee) endorsed it. This she refused to 
do and the result was a suit for services rendered by Dr. Wm. 
Hunt. 

The case came up before the Orphans' Court and the audi- 
ting judge decided that, as no contract with the patient could 
be shown the bill could not be recovered, the attending phy- 
sician having no authority to employ another. An appeal 
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having been taken, Judge Ashman sustained the exceptions of 
the appellant and ordered the bill paid. The decision, which 
is too long to be reproduced here, clearly defines the right of 
one physician to call in another for aid and advice. Among: 
the things it is stated in the opinion that ^* to say that the 
discretion to act promptly in an emergency^ which a patient 
necessarily gives to his physician, is larger than that which a 
merchant gives to his drayman, is simply to say that a mai^ 
will resign more of his own authority to the will of the person 
who is to save his life, than to that of a person who 
is to take care of his trunks. The trust which includes 
the power for its exercise with which the patient vests his 
physician, is often practically unlimited, because it may re* 
quire to be executed at a time when disease has taken away 
all ability to restrict it. The patient is not to be left to die^ 
on the plea, that during such an interval, no act of his advis- 
er can be valid, for want of his direct approval. Or, the doc- 
tor may suspect the presence of an obscure disease, which^ if 
it exists, demands heroic treatment. To communicate the- 
suspicion to the sick man will probably finish him on th& 
spot ; may he not solve the doubt by consulting a specialist. 
***** The doctor who was called in by the busi- 
ness partner of the decedent, knew nothing of the patient- s 
history ; and he wrote for information upon that point and for 
professional advice, to the claimant, who had attended tha 
patient for years, and who at once responded. If the right^ 
in the consulting physician, to compensation for his services, is 
without legal merit, then the law is a reproach to conscience. 

That it has not been passed upon hitherto, means nothing ; 
or rather, it means that it has never been questioned, any 
more than the right of the physician to charge his patient with 
the drugs he has purchased, or the nurse he has hired for 
him, when drugs and nursing were indispensable to his re^ 
CO very. " 

This establishes a very important point legally, which hasr 
always been admitted by the mass of intelligent people. Why 
the medical attendent of a patient should not be as good a 
judge of the necessity for a consultation or for expert advice, as 
the friends or relatives has been one of those unsolved questions 
which seemed to have been decided in a purely perfunctory^ 
manner. Now that the physician's right to summon assis- 
tance, when necessary, has been legally established we may 
hope to witness a new era of success dawn in the practice of 
medicine. 
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Department of 2^tcroscopy. 

A New Illuminator for Microscopical Work. — Among 
the newer accessions of the microscope, exhibited at Cologne 
during the State Congress of German naturalists, was one 
which for simplicity and ingenuity deserves more than a 
passing mention. It is a device for illumination, and con- 
sists of a glass rod thrust into a tin case large enough to go 
over the chimney of the lamp used for illumination. The 
case should be bent at the top so as to prevent the escape of 
light from above, and the rod should be long enough to pro- 




Fig. 6. New Illaminator. 

ject under the stage of the microscope, and should be curved 
at the end as shown in Figure 6. The joint between the rod 
and case may be made with a cork. The light is conveyed 
by the glass to the stage of the microscope and is radiated 
from the end of the rod with sufficient power to give a fine 
direct illumination. 

Prize Offered to Medical Microscopists. — Dr. L. D. 
Mason, vice-president of the American Association for the 
Study and Cure of Inebriety, offers a prize of one hun- 
dred dollars for the best original essay on '* The Pathological 
Lesions of Chronic Alcoholism Capable of Microscopic Demon- 
stration.^' The essay is to be accompanied by carefully pre- 
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pared microscopic slides, which are to demonstrate clearly 
and satisfactorily the pathological conditions which the essay 
considers. Conclusions resulting from experiments on ani- 
mals will be admissible. Accurate drawings or micro-photo- 
graphs of the slides are desired. The essay, microscopic 
slides, drawings or micro-photographs are to be marked with 
a private motto or legend and sent to the Chairman of the 
Committee, W. H. Bates, M. D., F. R. M. S., President Med. 
Microscop. Society, 175 Remsen St., Brooklyn, N. Y., on or 
before October 1st, 1890. The object of the essay will be to 
demonstrate: Firsts Are there pathological lesions due to 
chronic alcoholism ? Secondly, Are these lesions peculiar or 
not to chronic alcoholism? The microscopic specimens 
should be accompanied by an authentic alcoholic history, 
and other complications, as syphilis, should be excluded. 
The successful author will be promptly notified of his suc- 
cess, and asked to read and demonstrate his essay person- 
ally or by proxy, at a regular or special meeting of the '* Med- 
ical Microscopical Society" of Brooklyn. The essay will 
then be published in the ensuing number of "TAc Journal of 
Inebriety^^ (T. D. Crothers, Hartford, Conn.) as the prize 
essay, and then returned to the author for further publication 
or such use as he may desire. 

Drs. John E. Weeks, 43 West 18th Street, and Richmond 
Lennox, 164 Montague Street^ Brooklyn, N. Y., have con- 
sented to act as other members of the Committee. 

The Truth, Every Word of it. — Some two or three years 
ago we received a letter from a physician in a neighboring 
town, offering to sell a microscope and outfit. The writer 
said that ^'he had bought the ^ traps ' when he graduated and 
was more enthusiastic in such matters than he then was ; that 
he had never used them much and had no time for anything 
of the sort at present, as his practice kept him busy.'' We 
replied, offering him the price which he named for his instru- 
ment and objectives, and stated that were the latter really of 
the make, etc., stated by him, the sum was not one-half what 
they were worth. We, however, concluded our letter by ad- 
vising him. not to sell and urging him instead, to learn to use 
and consult the instrument. We sent him at the same time 
copies of the St. Louis Medical and Surgical Journal and 
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a little brochure on the value of the microscope as an aid ta 
diagnosis. Our letter was not answered ; but a few months 
afterward the physician himself called upon us and made 
arrangements for a course in microscopy. We recently re- 
ceived a letter from him, in the course of which he says : 

'^How did I ever get along without the microscope I I 
cannot now conceive how a man can practice medicine under- 
« standingly and successfully without consulting it. This is 
especially true in the line of practice that I am now follow- 
ing (genito-urinary diseases). In 's case, for instance, 

how could a true diagnosis have been arrived at, without it ? 
The chemical examination of urine is all very well so far as 
it goes, especially when done by one who thoroughly under- 
stands it, but at best it merely supplements the microscope. 
I shall never cease to feel grateful to you and to the St. Louis 
Medical and Surgical Journal for waking me up to an ap- 
preciation of microscopy as applied to diagnosis. Please 
again accept my warmest thanks, and permit me to hope that 
the Journal is reaping a reward for its long struggle to popu- 
larize the microscope with physicians." 

The sentiment expressed in this letter in regard to the 
value of the microscope to the physician, are those of every 
one who has given it a trial, and while, as remarked by our 
correspondent, its value is more frequently and signally 
demonstrated in the diagnosis of diseases of the urinary and 
genito-urinary organs, there is scarcely a class of diseases in 
the proper understanding of which the instrument does not 
play an important part. We cannot too often or too earn- 
estly impress this fact upon our readers. In microscopy, as 
in everything else, it is only over the first step that we hesi- 
tate. A man may get along without the instrument very con- 
tentedly so long as he knows nothing of its value, but once 
let him use it and learn to interpret its revelations, and 
thenceforth he will never voluntarily attempt to practice 
without it. 



The Lepers of India are a large and growing class, if we 
are to believe the English papers. One estimafes the total 
number at about 300,000, and steadily increasing. A note- 
worthy fact to bear in mind, in connection with this, is the 
one that no attempts whatever are made at isolation. 
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Department of Dermatology anb (Bemto-Urinarij 

Diseases- 

Contagiousness of MoUuscum Contagiosum. — The 
qaestion of the contagiousness of moUuscum epitheliale is one 
which has by no means been decided. The English hold 
quite a positive view upon the subject, whereas a large num- 
ber of American, French and German authors deny it. In a 
paper read before the late meeting of the American Derma- 
tological Society, Dr. H. Stel wagon stated ( New York Medical 
Journal ) that he had seen thirty-two cases in four groups, 
consisting respectively of four, thirteen, three and twelve 
cases. Attempts at inoculation proved unsuccessful. He was 
led to conclude that 1^, the disease is generally seen upon 
exposed parts, or parts that come in contact with the hands, 
such as the genitalia. 2^ It occurs generally in children, and 
among the poorer classes. 3^ It is quite common to find the 
affection in groups or series. 4^ In admitting its contagious 
nature, we must admit that it possesses this quality to an ex- 
tremely slight degree. The only conclusion to which excep- 
tion might be made is the third. I have seen cases in which 
but one child, in a family, was affected, others not developing 
any signs of the disease, a circumstance which might be ex- 
plained either by the fourth conclusion above, or by a denial 
in toto of the contagious nature of the affection. 

Pustular Eczema and Ringworm of the Scalp. — Not 
long ago I had occasion to treat a case in which the scalp was 
the seat of these two aftections. The patient, a boy about 
7, suffered considerably from his local affection which in- 
volved the entire hairy scalp. The ringworm was masked by 
the crusts of the eczema, but a microscopic examination of the 
hair, taken from suspected patches placed the diagnosis be- 
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yond the possibility of a doubt. The suppurative action of 
the eczema was so active that it practically cured the ring- 
worm. The case was one very rebellious to treatment. The 
general treatment was comprised in dieting the patient who 
heretofore had indulged in ^^ stuffing." The local applica- 
tions made were various but, seemed to exercise no beneficial 
action, whatever, until campho-phenique (pure) was applied 
to the entire scalp, twice daily. The crusts then rapidly sep- 
arated, in many instances showing small purulent deposits be- 
neath. In a short time the entire scalp was cleared and ap- 
peared, once more, clean and free of the intolerable itching 
which had formerly existed. The bald spots, occasioned by 
the ringworm, began to display young, healthy hairs and in 
an exceedingly short space of time the patient was discharged, 
cured. 

Injection for Gonorrhcea.— The following injection is 
stated by Turpura Impallomenti to be one that never fails. Of 
course, we are quite accustomed to hear every new treatment 
of gonorrhoea lauded as a specific by its author, so that this 
one may be accepted in the same manner as the legion which 
has preceded and will follow it. The author states {Farma- 
ceutico Italiano) that a 1 % solution of creasote in decoction of 
chamomiles combined with boric acid will kill the gonococci 
in two hours. What is more interesting, probably, is his 
statement that he has cured five out of seven patients in six 
days. 

Gummata of the Lungs. — As a rule these syphilitic de- 
posits first appear in the lungs about two or three years after 
the inception of the disease. Cases have been reported where 
they had been observed, nine years or even twenty-three years 
after the first appearance of the chancre. There are also on 
record cases of precocious pulmonary syphilis. Mauriac has 
reported one in which the lung was afiected one year after the 
patient exhibited the chancre ; another case reported is one in 
which the pulmonary syphilis appeared two months after the 
primary accident. In both the diagnosis was based upon the 
undoubted presence of syphilis and upon the efficacy of anti- 
syphilitic treatment. 
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Chronic Urethritis. — M. du Castel, in a lecture upon this 
subject at the H6pital du Midi, has stated that the muco-pur- 
ulent secretion of chronic anterior urethritis escapes easily 
and spontaneously, giving rise to that scanty dripping, which 
has been designated goutte militaire — gleet. The purulent se- 
cretion of posterior chronic urethritis, imprisoned behind the 
sphincter urethree, escapes only in an intermittent manner, 
being carried away by the first drop of urine in the form of 
mucous flakes ; or thrown ofi^ by the influence of a small ejacu- 
lation ; or following an ordinary micturition ; or finally, being 
forced out by efibrts made during defecation. In addition to 
this it may be noted that the most frequent desires to urinate 
most often accompany the posterior urethritis. This latter 
form, however, is much less common than the anterior. In 
103 cases of chronic urethritis, M. Jamin found it occurred but 
23 times. 

Chancre and Scabies. — M. Fournier recently delivered a 
lecture in which he very graphically presented some of the 
difficulties attending the diagnosis of chancre. Among the 
most deceptive lesions we meet with is the ecthyma depending 
upon scabies. We meet with two forms of this latter lesion ; 
one which has a crust and which simulates the crustaceous 
chancre, and another, an excoriation, reddish, ulcerative and 
resembling the ordinary chancre. According to Fournier 
these lesions of the itch can not be distinguished from the 
primary syphilitic lesion. We have, for instance a well-marked 
lesion, circumscribed, having the ham-red color which disap- 
pears in a few days by means of the frictions. You meet 
with cases in which the induration (parchment) is present and 
the inguinal ganglia aflected. Again, cases are met with in 
which both the chancre and its simulacra are present. The 
errors that may arise are two-fold. A scabies ecthyma may be 
taken for a chancre and vice versa, i. e., a chancre may es- 
cape detection in the midst of a number of the first lesions. 
The only thing to do in such a ckse is to adopt a method of 
expectation. The itch can be cured, if it is present, the chan- 
cre will persist and, in due course of time, the characteristic 
symptoms of general syphilis will manifest themselves. 
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Department of Diseases of tl^e €ije anb €ar- 

CONDUCTED BY 

4 

A. D. Williams, M. D., St. Louis. 

A Fibroid Tumor on the Side of Vomer. — Some years 
ago a young married woman, a German, consulted me on account 
of a very annoying obstruction of the right side of the nose. The 
annoyance had gradually come on and was slowly growing 
worse. On examination I found a firm tumor, about the size 
of a quail's egg, situated half an inch back from anterior edge 
of the vomer. It had a broad base and was only slightly 
movable. It projected in a rounded spherical form, stopping 
up that side of the nose quite firmly. It was not hard like 
bone, but was quite firm and was covered by apparently 
healthy mucous membrane. The diagnosis was fibroid tumor^ 
probably starting from the connective tissue beneath the mu- 
oous membrane. Had it grown primarily from the periosteum 
it would have been immovable. I incised the tumor clear 
down to its base and found it solid internally. A couple of 
applications of chromic acid to the cut surfaces killed the 
growth entirely and in a few days it had completely healed 
up. 

Complete Failure of Transplantation of the Cornea. — 
The prediction was made in this department of the Journal 
some time since that the transplantation of cornefie from ani- 
mals to human eyes, would never prove to be a success. To 
show that others entertain a similar view, an item from the 
Medical Record is appended : *^ The Lancet says : ' This oper- 
ation has been frequently performed, but hitherto without 
permanent success. Various cases have been recorded by 
Messrs. Power, Sellerbeck and others, in which the new cor- 
nea, taken from cat or dog, the eye of which is preferable to 
that of the rabbit, has formed adhesions and retained its 
transparency for some days or weeks, but sooner or later the 
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new cornea becomes hazy, contracts to a button and is finally ab- 
sorbed or slougbs out, and the patient remains unimproved.' " 
The secular press has very lately stated that a person, 
operated.on some time since in Philadelphia, whose case was 
trumpeted all over the country at the time, has brought suit 
against the operator for malpractice, as the final result proved 
to be an injury. 

The Ocular Pathology of Albumen Retinitis. — Dr. John 
E. Weeks, of New York, has contributed {Arch, Oph,, Sept., 
88) an exhaustive article on the Pathology of Albuminuric 
Retinitis, and his conclusions, with respect to the changes 
that take place within the eye are in substance as follows : 
The ocular changes are not the result of ordinary inflam- 
matory conditions, but the result of the escape of the elements 
of the blood from the vessels. In the milder cases only the 
blood serum escapes, causing the well-known oedema. In 
graver cases all the elements of the blood are extravasated, 
causing blood spots and general clouding of the vitreous 
humor. There is a marked absence of the usual products of 
inflammation. In a word, all the ocular changes result from 
changes in the blood vessels, afiecting both veins and arteries, 
which allow the blood elements to escape. The cause of these 
changes is not understood. The vessels are supposed to un- 
dergo degeneration, because the blood, on account of unknown 
changes in it, ceases to properly nourish them. The disease 
of the kidneys is in some way concerned in altering or de- 
vitalizing the blood so that it no longer furnishes proper nour- 
ishment to the arteries and veins. What the primary cause 
of the kidney trouble (Bright's Disease) is, no one knows. 

The Treatment of Keratalgia. — In the Journal for 
November I gave an abstract of a paper read before the French 
Congress of Ophthalmologists on keratalgia — that *Hooth- 
ache" of the eyes brought on so frequently by the most 
trifling and superficial injuries of the cornea — the touch of a 
leaf, of a blade of grass or the punch of the soft, pudgy finger 
of a baby, collisions so trifling that a close inspection rarely 
discovers even the minutest sign of a lesion, much less a vis- 
ible traumatism. But invisible though they be to the naked 
eye, a strong magnifying glass, with oblique illumination, will 
almost always reveal them. The pain which follows these 
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injuries is out of all proportion to their magnitude, the reason 
for which was well explained by Dr. Grandclement ; the nerve 
terminals are not destroyed, as they would be by a greater in- 
jury or a visible traumatism, but are there to communicate 
to the balance of the nervous system their bruised and lacer- 
ated condition. In speaking of their treatment, the French 
physician says that he has found nothing which will even 
pacify these complaining nerve terminals, and that even 
cocaine fails to do more than give a passing amelioration to 
the pain. This has not been my experience in such cases. I 
have never had any trouble in not simply ameliorating them 
temporarily, but in securing permanent relief, by the local 
use of atropine solution. Should I get a stubborn case, how- 
ever, one which would not yield to this treatment, I should act 
upon the hint given in the cause of the great suflfering as given 
above, and should destroy the injured terminals by touching 
the spot with the galvano-cautery or carbolic acid. 

Blood Cavity in the Vomer. — A young married woman 
consulted me a few days since in regard to a tumor, as she 
called it, in the anterior part of the vomer. On examination 
I found what seemed to be a tumor in the substance of its 
front portion about as large ^s a quail's egg, which projected 
into the nose on either side just under the alse. It was only 
slightly tender to the touch and was soft on both sides, as if 
it contained fluid within. The swelling developed rather sud- 
denly about six weeks previously. The entire end of the 
nose was somewhat Hwollen and the skin was slightly red. 
While there was some soreness there had never been any con- 
siderable pain. The tumor, or swelling, was gradually in- 
creasing. Its softness proved that there was a cyst or cavity 
of some kind within, filled with serum, blood, or some fluid 
or semi-fluid material. I made a free incision into the swel- 
ling on one side and found quite a large cavity, flUed with 
fibrinous material and blood. The interior of the cavity was 
somewhat rough and hard, giving to the probe a cartilaginous 
feel. 

Diagnosis: Blood cavity, resulting from hemorrhage pri- 
marily into the cartilage attached to the front edge of the 
vomer. The probe passed clear through and out against the 
thin wall of the cavity on the other side. I cauterized the 
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interior of the cavity slightly with chromic acid for the pur- 
pose of stopping the copious haemorrhage and make it collapse 
and grow up. Next day there was a good deal of watery dis- 
charge and the interior of the cavity showed a decidedly un- 
healthy and unclean appearance. On close examination I 
found evidences of secondary syphilis, which I had not until 
then suspected. I immediately ordered iodide of potassium 
in 20 grain doses, and one twenty-fourth grain of bichloride 
of mercury thrice daily. After a few days of this treatment 
the cavity began to contract and closed rapidly, and the red- 
ness of the skin and tumefaction of the end of the nose disap- 
peared. In a few days the whole train of symptoms disap- 
peared — a result which proved that syphilis was at the bot- 
tom of this unusual condition. I say unusual, for I have 
never hitherto seen a blood cavity in the substance of the rac- 
tilaginous portions of the vomer. 
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Valerius Idelson, M. D., of Berne, Switzerland. 

Pilocarpine in Eclampsia. — In the Moscow bi-weekly 
Meditzinahne Obotrenie No. 7, 1888, p. 712, Dr. N. N. Maslovsky 
of Kozlovka, describes a severe case of puerperal eclampsia (in 
a peasant primipara of 18}) cured by the hypodermic and in- 
ternal use of hydrochlorate of pilocarpine. In all, 2.2 grains 
(1.5 under the skin) was administered in the course of 25 
hours. No untoward accessory effects were observed, nor did 
the drug manifest any galactogogue influence. 

Resorcin in Laryngeal Tuberculosis. — Dr. Mikhail A. 
Fronstein, of Moscow, writes (Meditzinakoie Obozrenie, No. 4, 
I8883 p. 393) that during the last three years he has been suc- 
cessfully employing resorcin as a powerful local antiseptic and 
ansBsthetic in laryngeal phthisis. The drug is to be simul- 
taneously applied by means of a pulverizer, and painted with 
a brush ; in the former case a 2%, and in the latter a 10% to 
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20% solution being used. In some cases, the results are said to 
be brilliant. The anaesthetic effects of resorcin we are assured 
last longer than those of cocaine. 

Iodoform in Diphtheria. — In the Polish weekly Gazeta 
Lekarshaj No. 36, 1888, Dr. A. Pulawski, of Warsaw, details 
seventeen cases of diphtheria, mostly of a severe kind, rapidly 
cured by the local use of powdered iodoform, in quantities 
varying from five to ten grains, twice or thrice daily. The 
drug was applied by means of a brush or an insufflator. Ac- 
cording to Dr. Pulawski, iodoform acts as an antiseptic, and 
represents, generally, the best anti-diphtherial means of all 
known. The main advantages are said to consist in, 1^, its 
being absorbed but gradually ; 2^, in its application being easy 
and simple, and 3^, in its manipulation (powdering^ insufflation) 
being free from such dangers as wounding the affected mucous 
membranes. 

Congenital Absence of the Womb. — In the Vratch, No. 
39, 1888, p. 764, Dr. R. Milbret Damskaia, a lady physician, of 
St. Petersburg, records the following rare case. A tall, well- 
formed servant of a female type, aged 27, sought her advice 
on account of loss of appetite and habjtual constipation of two 
years' standing. On examination, the breasts, pulse, labia, 
clitoris and urethra were found to be normal. On separating the 
labia majora, apink,wrinkled, soft body,of the size and shape 
of a split walnut was seen bulging out through the ruptured 
ring-formed hymen. When pushed inwards by the finger,the 
body easily yielded, proving to be nothing else than a pro- 
lapsed mucous membrane of a ru*dimentary vagina which rep- 
resented a cul'de-sac, 4 or 5 centimetres long. Neither a vagi- 
nal, nor a combined examination (through the abdominal 
wall, rectum, bladder) could detect any trace of the womb, 
while the ovaries appeared to be present in the shape of 
small-sized, soft lumps. The patient has never menstruated, 
or had any menstrual molimena. She stated that ''she felt 
sexual desires, but the coition, being somewhat painful, was 
not accompanied by any pleasant sensation, though it fully 
satisfied her husband. " 

Boracic Acid Enemata in Summer Diarrhoeas. — Start- 
ing from the supposition that summer diarrhceas are caused 
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by decomposition of food and the presence of Prior-Finkler's 
curved bacilli in the intestinal tract, Dr. S. S. Tomashevitch, 
of Tambov, has recently tried (Proceedings of the Tambov 
Medical Society ^ No. 9, 1888, p. 286) the treatment by means 
of enemata made of a lake warm, from two to four per cent., 
solution of boracic acid and administered after Hegar's 
method, the dose being from two to four tumblerfuls for adults, 
and from one-half of one to children, once daily. Forty suc- 
cessive cases were treated after this plan, every one of them 
rapidly making a complete and rapid recovery. In single 
cases of two or three days' standing, the diarrhoea had already 
ceased after a single enema. In recent cases with blood, 
stained stools, the latter became bloodless after one enema, 
but recovery ensued only after a couple of sittings. In neg- 
lected or protracted cases of one-half to two months' dura- 
tion, cure followed after three or four enemata. Pointing to 
his truly excellent results, Dr. Tomashevitch emphatically in- 
vites the profession to give a more extensive trial to so 
simple, cheap and innocuous a plan of treatment of so com- 
mon an affection. 

Salicylic Acid in Metrorrhagias. — Dr. Alexandra V. 
Samoilovitch, lady physician to the Tiflis Lying-in Hospital, 
states (Tranacaucasian Lying-in HospitaVs Reports, Vol. III., 
1888, p. 110) that she recently resorted to Dr. Alessandro 
Felici's method, in six cases of obstinate flooding of an 
obscure causation, where all the usual haemostatics (ergot, 
hydrastis, henbane, tinct. capsicsi annul, hot douches, styptic 
irrigations, plugging, etc.) had utterly failed. Felici's method 
consists in inserting into the cervical canal a plug soaked in 
an alcoholic solution of salicylic acid (1.0 gramme of the acid 
in q. sat. of spirit, vini rectificat.) In five out of six cases re- 
ported, the plug was left in situ for 1, 2, 3, 4, 6 hours. In the 
sixth, no plug was employed, but the cervix was simply 
painted with the salicylic solution. In all but one, hsemor- 
rhage ceased immediately, and did not recur. In the remain- 
ing case neither the plugging (twice, for four hours each time) 
nor the painting could arrest bleeding In none of the pa- 
tients did the application of salicylic acid give rise to any 
pain or discomfort, although in all the cervical mucous mem- 
brane, on its coming in contact with the solution, became at 
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once white and sodden, while in some more or less prolonged 
plugging brought about the formation of a white superficial 
scurf, or rather caused the separation of a superficial layer of 
mucous membrane. The acid, therefore, seemed to act in a 
lightly caustic manner. Following her colleague's sugges- 
tion, another lady-doctor of Tiflis, Miss ladiga V. Karpovitch, 
tried (2. cit., p. 117) painting with the solution, in three cases 
of metrorrhagia, of an unknown origin. In two, cure fol- 
lowed, while in the third case the procedure gave rise only to 
intense burning and pain. 

Napthalin, Resorcin and Bismuth in Enteric Fever 
and Dysentery. — Dr. P. Kiirkin warmly recommends (No- 
vostii Terapii, October, 1888, p. 351) the internal administra- 
tion of antiseptic remedies, both in typhoid fever and in 
dysentery. As a rule, he employs the following formulsB. 

1 

1^ Naphthalini purissimi * gr. v. 

01. Bicini Sss.— i. 

Tinct. menthae piper gtt. iii. 

M. D. 8. Pro dosi. 

2 

'^ Naphthalin purissimi, 

Eleosaccban menthse ana gr.v. 

M. D. S. Pro dosi. Take four doses a day with milk. 

3 

'^ Resorcini 91. 

Aq. Menthse piperitse Si^* 

M. D. ti. A tablespoonful four times daily. 

4 

"Qi Magisterii Bismuthi. 

Natri bicarbonici ana gr.v. 

M. D. S. Pro dosi. Three doses a day. 

In the summer diarrhoeas of children. Dr. Kurken gives a 
powder consisting of one or two grains of naphthalin and two 
or three grains of magisterium bismuthi, four times daily, for 
several consecutive days, and subsequently passes to the in- 
ternal administration of opiates in small doses. 

Bacteriology of Epidemic Pneumonia. — At the Lvov 
Congress of Polish Practitioners, Drs. Yakowski and Chros- 
towski, of Warsaw, read a very interesting paper (^Wiadomosci 
Lekarskie, August, 1888, p. 58) on a small epidemic of 
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croupous pneumonia, , which broke out in November, 1887, 
among the workmen employed by a baker and living at their 
master's house. On the whole, five men fell ill simultaneously. 
An inquiry showed : 1^, that, at the time, some excavations 
were being made in the back-yard of the house, and that the 
patients were often knocking about the place ; 2^, that during 
the period of 1872-87, the self same baker's house had fur- 
nished a local hospital with as many as twenty>two patients 
suffering from croupous pneumonia ; 3^, that the cases had 
always appeared in groups (some years passing without a 
single case of pneumonia ; some being marked by a small 
epidemic resembling that under consideration). From these 
facts the authors drew the conclusion that ** the baker's house, 
and especially the soil around it, was the abode of the pneu- 
monic virus, which, from time to time, acquired an intensified 
pathogenic power." To elucidate the matter, they proceeded 
to examine bacterioscopically both their patients' sputa, and 
the soil from superficial layers of the ditch in the back-yard. 
In both there was detected one and the same microbe, which, 
in all morphological and biological respects, proved to be 
identical with Friedlsender's pneumococcus. A series of (16) 
successful inoculation experiments on white mice established 
the fact beyond any doubt. The author seems to be inclined 
to think that, of all microscopical pretenders to the title of the 
pathogenic microbes of genuine pneumonia,(Fr86nkel's,Weich- 
selbaum's, etc.), Friedlsender's coccus is the most important. 

Total Petrification of Lachrymal Caruncle. — In het 
Vestnik Oftalmologii, 1888, Vol. V., P. I., p. 19, Dr. Vasily I. 
Doljenkoff, of Kiirsk, describes a singular case of a total 
petrification of the right lachrymal caruncle in a quite healthy 
and strong male peasant of 23. About one and a half years 
before his coming under the author's care, the man had 
noticed, without any apparent cause, redness and ever increas- 
ing swelling about his right inner canthus, and later on a 
purulent discharge from the eye. On examination, Dr. Dol- 
jenkoff found that the semilunar plica was greatly hyper- 
trophied, and covered both the whole inner portion of the 
sclerotic and the upper inner segment of the cornea. The 
caruncle was considerably enlarged in a similar manner, bulg- 
ing out in the shape of an almost regular triangular prism, of 
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a whitish color, and having a bony conBistence. Chronic con- 
junctivitis was present on both sides. The hypertrophied 
structures were at once excised — ^the wound healing kindly^ 
under an antiseptic dressing, in one and a half weeks. 
Curiously enough,no disturbance in the lachrymal function fol- 
lowed after the operation (nor had been present at any stage 
before it). 

The excised caruncle proved to be a hard stone pyramid, 
measuring 6 millimetres in height, and 12x9 millimetres at 
the base. The microscopical examination showed that all its 
tissues, except a superficial epithelial layer, were impregnated 
with lime salts — the infiltration being of an equally diffuse 
character. No morphological elements could be made out, 
beyond some (petrified) malpighian papillae and remnants of 
blood-vessels. The petrification was thought to represent a 
secondary phenomenon resulting from a prolonged continuous 
compression of the caruncular nutritive vessels within the 
hypertrophied tissues of the plica. Passing to the literature 
of the subject, Dr. Doljenkoff notes that it is exceedingly 
scanty. Professor T. Ssemisch says {Handhuch der Augen- 
heilkande) that stagnation of secretion in the caruncular glands 
may give rise to the formation of calcareous concretions, 
which, in their turn, while acting as foreign bodies, lead to 
the so-called encanthitis calculosa. 

Professor A. Von Graefe has published (Archivfuer Ophthal- 
mologie, Vol. I., p. 290,) a case of hypertrophied lachrymal 
caruncle, in a boy of 10, with largely developed caruncular 
glands, in which several small sized calcareous concretions 
were detected; but not a single observer mentions anything 
like the total petrification, as found in Dr. Doljenkoff's 
patient. 

Profuse Haemorrhage from Ruptured Hyhien. — Dr. 
Afanasy G. Boriakovsky, of Kiev, related (Proceedings of the 
Kief Obstetrical cmd Oynascological Society, 1888, Vol. I, p. 127) 
a rare instance of a formidable hsemorrhage from the hymen on 
the first coitus ; the case referring to a doctor's wife, aged 17, 
Several chemises and about ten bed sheets had been soaked 
through with blood until the author's arrival (eighteen hours 
after the rupture), in* spite of the persistent application of cold' 
On examination, the hymen was found to have the shape of a 
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fleshy ring^ three or four millimetres thick ; its free edge pre- 
senting several short lacerations^ and a fairly long one running 
towards the navicular fossa. The left edge of the large rup- 
ture contained a profusely bleeding vein, about one and a 
half millimetres in diameter. There was found, in addition, 
a regularly bleeding linear fissure running from the former 
towards the left, parallel to the free edge of the membrane. 
The hemorrhage was easily controlled by inserting three silk 
«utures through the linear fissure and the left edge of the 
laceration with its bleeding vein. About the third day, how- 
ever, the hsemorrhage reappeared, though in a scanty degree, 
And persisted for several days notwithstanding an assiduous 
local use of perchloride of iron, the source being, this time, 
the (unsutured) right edge of the rupture. When seen again, 
on the sixteenth day, the lady was still bed-ridden — being ex- 
tremely anaemic and exhausted. Analyzing his case. Dr. 
Bor'iakovsky comes to the conclusion : 1^, that the bleeding 
was dependant upon an anomalous excessive vascularity of 
the patient's hymen ; and, 2^, that there was present a pre- 
disposing cause in the shape of a hemophilic habit. The 
latter is admitted by the writer in view of the fact a. that the 
patient menstruates profusely every two weeks, and 6. that 
the blood from her hymen formed clot, but with diflSculty,' 
even when mixed with perchloride of iron. 

Pointing to cases of bleeding from ruptured hymen, as well 
as to those of still more serious traumatic lesions on the first 
coition, Dr. Borickovsky insists upon the necessity of mak- 
ing the laity acquainted with accidents, which is said to be- 
come especially important in view of the modern custom of 
wedding trips. 

Similar cases of violent hemorrhage of the hyman have 
been reported also by Drs. RozanoflT (^London Medical Record, 
1886, p. 451), Zeiss, (Centralbl. fuer Gynecologies 1885, 8), etc. 
Bordmann, Borelli, Wachsmuth adduce cases of the kind end- 
ing in death — the patient being of a hemophilic tendency. 

Dr. Vashtchenko, of Kiev, (Proceedings L c. p. 27) states 
that he met with two cases of hemorrhage of the hymen, in 
one of which the cause was a ruptured vein ; the bleeding 
was arrested by acupuncture. In the other case, the hemor- 
rhage of a parenchymatous character, ceased after plugging. 
— Reporter. 
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2HebtcaI progress* 

THERAPEUTICS. 

Effect of Analgesine on the Teeth. — Analgesine is a rem- 
edy which is so generally employed that one of its common 
effects, that of blackening the teeth, is a matter of daily ob- 
servation. To obviate this disagreable sequel and restore the 
whiteness to the teeth it is only necessary to rub them with a 
little lemon juice ; or if the acid be objected to, the same re- 
sult may be obtained by washing and rubbing the teeth with 
peroxide of hydrogen. 

Strychnine in Narcotic Intoxications. — In a brief but 
valuable article in the Practitioner for December, Dr. G. A. 
Gibson calls attention to the very great value of hypodermic 
injections of sulphate of strychnine in narcotic intoxications. 
The dose is from one one-hundredth to one-fiftieth of a grain, 
and the immediate effects are a marked increase in frequency 
and regularity of breathing. In some instances cited by the 
author, of chloroform narcosis where breathing had been en« 
tirely suspended it recommenced immediately after the injec- 
tion. 

To Arrest Vomiting. — Vomiting is one of those symp- 
toms for which no apparent cause can be found, at times . Then 
it is that various remedies are tried and this may partially ac- 
count for the long list of never failing ones which we have, 
and which are often tried and found wanting. One that is 
sometimes successful is Randolph's mixture, composed as 
follows : 



'^ Creasoti gtt. 

Acid Acetic gtt. xl 

Morphi» Sulphatis gr. ij 

Aqnee Sij 

M. Sig. : A teaspoonfal every half hoar for two or three doses* 

Jumbul in Glycosuria. — While the results obtained in a 
single case are not to be regarded as conclusive evidence for 
or against a new remedy, it is only by recording them and 
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subsequently putting them together that satisfactory conclu- 
sions can be drawn. Mahomed reports in the Practitioner the 
results of the administration of jumbul in a case of glycosuria. 
The patient^ a man of 60, has suffered from syphilis and brain 
troubles. He has had diabetes to his own knowledge for eight 
or nine months. He does not suffer much from thirst. His 
appearance is robust. The urine was found to have a specific 
gravity of 1.020, and contained a considerable amount of 
sugar. He was given two-grain perlea of jumbul thrice daily ; 
and, at the expiration of a week, no sugar could be detected 
in the urine. When told to discontinue the drug, the sugar 
returned. He was then ordered two perles a day on alternate 
days. Under this treatment the sugar has disappeared and a 
less quantity of urine is passed. The specific gravity remains 
the same. 

Snuff for Hemicrania. — Ch. Li^geois recommends the 
following snuff for hemicrania {Lyon Midical) : 

'^ Qainise Salphatis gr. xxv. 

Hodse sahcylat. cryst gr. xxv. 

Morphise muriat gr. } 

M. ft. pal vis. Sig. : Use as a snuff. 

At the beginning of an attack of hemicrania, accompanied 
by pallor, a small pinch is to be snuffed every half hour until 
four are taken. The above should make about eight pinches. 
After the last pinch is taken, a granule of aconitine (crystal 
lized) of gr. ^^ should be taken. In an hour or two, after 
the inception of this treatment^ the paroxysm will have dis- 
appeared. 

Herpes Progenitalis. — In those cases of herpes progeni- 
talis which are accompanied by a considerable degree of mois- 
ture, a condition frequently encountered in those who have 
a long foreskin, Ernest Besnier recommends the following 
powder : 

^ Pulv. Amyli 100 parts. 

Acid. Tannici 6 " 

Bismathi Sabnitrat 1 « 

M. ft. pulvis. 

In addition to this, the parts should be carefully washed 
with a diluted solution of carbolic acid. If ulcerations 
should present themselves, astringent washes are much more 
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preferable to caustics. The internal administration of min- 
eral laxative waters is also of benefit^ in connection with the 
local treatment. 

Treatment of Cholera. — Dr. Yvert recently spoke of the 
results he obtained in the treatment of cholera in Tonqain 
before the Academic de Medicine. He has employed the 

following formula, attributing his good results to the liquor of 
Van Swieten : 

"Qi Liquor of Van Swieten 20 parts. 

Rum 30 to 40 " 

Sydenham's Laudanum 30 to 40 *' 

Water 70 ** 

Mix and give a tablespoonful every hour. 

His treatment, he claims, has reduced the mortality to 
20%. Its principal value, however, is as a prophylactic, as it 
protects many who are certain to acquire the disease by rea- 
son of their debility. 

Creasote in Phthisis. — Dr. Peter Kaatzer, of Rehburg, 
has employed the following formula in administering creasote 
to a patient who had a decided repugnance to this drug (Paris 
Medical) : 

'^ Creasoti puriss 3 ss. 

Alcoholis 3 viiss. 

Tinct. gentian. 

Ext. canei ...aa 3 iiss. 

Aq. destillat 3 xxv. 

M. ft. mist. Sig. : A tablespoonful in a half cupful of milk 
three times a day. 

Sometimes it is necessary to administer this mixture six 
times daily. Of course, the condition of the individual must 
be taken into account. 

Antiseptic in Treatment of Typhoid. — Dr. J. Bumey 
Yeo, has recently obtained good results (Satellite) with the fol- 
lowing which used to be a favorite remedy of the late Dr. 
Benic Jones, of St. George's, in the treatment of malignant scar 
let fever : Put one drachm of powdered chlorate of potash into 
an empty twelve-ounce bottle, add one drachm of strong hydro- 
chloric acid ; a greenish-colored gas at once begins to come off, 
composed in part of chlorine. Keep the bottle stopped with 
the finger for a few minutes, until it has become filled with 
the gas, then add water, little by little, shaking up the water 
with the gas at each addition, until the bottle is nearly full. 
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You will now have in the bottle a solujtion of chlorine, togeth- 
er with hypochlorous acid and a small quantity of unaltered 
chlorate of potash and hydrochloric acid. To this solution 
add sulphate of quinine in the proportion of two to three 
grains to the ounce and a little syrup. The dose is not given, 
but a tablespoonful every four hours is suggested. The dejecta 
soon lose their fetid odor, after the administration of this and 
patients seem to improve rapidly. 

The Iodides in Syphilis. — The question of the efficacy of 
the iodides in syphilis, and their value in the diagnosis and 
treatment of that disease has lately been discussed in the 
Therapeutic Gazette, That journal asks the following questions 
for the purpose of tabulating the answers which they may 
elicit : 

Query, first. — Has your experience with the use of iodides 
in syphilis been large, and in what stage of the disease have 
you seen most of your cases ? 

Query, second. — Have you noted any difference in the re- 
lation of syphilitics to iodides in different stages of the 
disease ? 

Query, third. — In your opinion, is, or is not, the relation 
of the human organism to the iodides changed by syphilis? 

Some of these questions, while partaking to some extent of 
a speculative character, are in the highest degree interesting, 
and a proper appreciation of their importance, from a thera- 
peutic point of view, should lead all to answer them, who can 
properly do so. 

Vlemingkx's Solution in Diphtheria. — Vlemingkx's so- 
lution has long been known in the treatment of disease of the 
skin as a very active agent in certain cases. Dr. George E. 
Hubbard states in the Medical Record that he uses the clear solu- 
tion undiluted by means of a spray, in cases of diphtheria,every 
half hour until the disease is under control and then at longer 
intervals. He states that ''under the use of this solution in 
spray, even sparingly applied, the diphtheritic patches un- 
dergo a change in a few hours. The temperature soon sub- 
sides, and a general improvement in the condition takes place 
almost from the first application. In some cases the patches 
disappear entirely in a day. If the false membrane has de- 
veloped rapidly before the physician has seen the patient, un- 
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der the influence of the spray it will be effectual even then in 
arresting systemic poisoning, and sooner or later the tough 
membrane will detach itself. Do not by any means allow the 
patient to swallow any portion of the false membrane." 

We append the formula for the preparation of this solution. 
It is as follows. 

^ Calcis Sss 

Sulfuris sublimati ^ 

Aquse 3X 

M. Coqne ad S^j et filtra. 

The boiling of this must be carefully done oyer a water bath 
in a graduated vessel. The filtration must also be closely 
watched, and the filtrate should be perfectly clear. 

Synthetic Cocaine. — It is announced by Prof. Liebreich 
in the Therapeutische Monatsheft for November, that he has 
succeeded in producing by synthesis a product absolutely 
identical with cocaine, not only in formula and chemical reac- 
tion, but in physiological and therapeutic action. Indeed, he 
claims that the only difference between his synthetic cockine 
and that from the leaves of Erythroxylon coca is that the former 
acts more certainly and with greater efl&ciency, a fact which 
he ascribes to the absolute freedom of the product of synthesis 
from all of the other alkaloids of the coca leaf, some of which 
(hygrine, for instance), are, as is well known, diametrically 
opposed in physiological action to cocaine. The steps in the 
process of synthesis are as yet kept a profound secret, but it 
is very strongly suspected by competent German chemists 
(Liebermann, Fisher and others), that the alkaloid exploited 
as such by Liebreich is not exactly what might be termed a 
synthetic product in the sense at least that antipyrine, for in- 
stance, is ; but that it is a decomposition product of the resid- 
ual alkaloids of the mother liquor left in the manufacture of 
cocaine from coca leaves. Liebermann, in an article entitled 
Isatropylcocaine, published in the bulletin of the German 
Chemical Society (1888, page 2342), describes an alkaloid ob- 
tained by him by treating the residual amorphous alkaloids 
of cocaine manufacture. This alkaloid, to which he has given 
the name indicated in the title of his paper, upon decompo- 
sition splits up into isatropic acid, methylic alcohol and 
ecgonine. It is through the decomposition of this base 
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(isatropylcocaine) that Fisher thinks the new cocaine is ar- 
rived at. Further information is promised by Liebreich at an 
•early day. 

« 

PHYSIOLOGICAL AND PATHOLOGICAL NOTES. 

Ano-Vesical Centre in Man. — Dr. William Osier has con- 
tributed a paper on lesions of the conus meduUaris and cauda 
equina, and on the situation of the ano-yesical centre in man^ 
to the Medical Newsoi a late date. From the consideration of 
some cases, he is led to conclude, 1^, that the ano-vesical 
centre in man is situated in the lowest segment of the spinal 
cord — the conus meduUaris — at the region of exit of the third 
and fourth sacral nerves ; 2^, the association of paralysis of 
the rectum and bladder, with anesthesia in the distribution 
of the inferior hemorrhoidal and pudendal nerves points to a 
lesion of the lower sacral nerves or of the conus meduUaris. 
It is not always possible to tell which is affected. 

A New Reagent for Glucose. — The new reagent, which 
is proposed by L. Cusiner, in the Pharmaceutische Zdtung, is 
safranin. The procedure in testing urine is given as follows 
{Am. Journ. Phar.) : Take 1 cc. of urine, 5 cc. safranin solu- 
tion (1 : 1000), 2 cc. solution of soda, and heat to the boiling 
point. If decolorization takes place, the urine is not normal. 
It must not be forgotten that normal urine contains small 
-quantities of carbo-hydrates, but the amount is never suf- 
ficient to decolorize the above quantity of safranin solution. 
Uric acid, creatin, chloral, chloroform, hydrogen peroxide 
and hydroxylamin salts, which reduce FehUng's solution, do 
not decolonize the above test solution. Albumen will decol- 
orize it completely, although very slowly. The solution will 
keep for an indefinite length of time. 

Generalized Lead Palsy. — This rather unusual condi- 
tion has been made the subject of a thesis by Dr. LeMeignen. 
It is generally observed in old subjects of lead intoxication 
who have had several attacks, and may present itself under 
one of the three following forms (Journal de Midecine et de 
Ohirurgie Pratiques) : paralysis of slow generalization ; paral- 
ysis of rapid generalization, and; febrile paralysis. In a 
longer or shorter period of time, according to the form, the 
extremities become paralyzed, the body remaining nothing but 
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an inert mass, A profound ansemia and progressive muscular 
atrophy^ more or less generalized, accompany this condition. 
In spite of the gravity of certain of the symptoms, the prog- 
nosis is good. A restitutis ad integrum is even frequent, al- 
though requiring a long time. Iodide of potassium, in small 
doses, and electricity are the principal means to employ. 

DISEASES OF WOMEN AND CHILDBEN. 

Faradization in Hysteria. — M. A. Didier reports in 
Lyon Medical fourteen cases of convulsive hysteria, occurring- 
in unmarried females, arrested almost immediately by faradiza- 
tion. One case of hysterical hiccough gave way to the same 
means. In a case of rythmic chorea the same results were ob- 
tained. In four cases of hytero-epilepsy the good results of 
electricity were similarly demonstrated. In two cases of 
epilepsy (jgrand mal) the electricity, far from exercising any 
beneficial influence, appeared to prolong the crisis in one case, 
and to exercise no modifying influence on the other. The 
author claims that, in cases of hysteria, electricity possesses 
curative properties in addition to its power of arresting an 
attack. 

Medical Treatment of Fibroids. — In a paper upon this 
subject Dr. Bedford Brown states (^Gaillard^s Medical Monthly) 
that the continuous use of ergot internally in twenty or thirty 
drop doses, three times daily, will accomplish more in the end 
than the hypodermic method. With this may be alternated a 
pill composed as follows : 

9 Ergotini 3ij 

Strychninee & . . • . gr.j 

Quinise Salicylat 3iss 

Acidi Arseniosi gr. j 

M. ft. Massa et div. in pil. No. xxz. 

One of these should be taken thrice daily in combination 
with the following : 

"Qt Ext. fl. hydrastis canad Sss 

AqusBcinnam Sv 

Ext. fl. phytolacc» decand Sbs 

Sodee bicarb - 3ij 

M. (Dose not given, presumably a tablespoonfal.) 

These remedies, in this particular combination are claimed, 
by the author, to be useful in retarding and diminishing the 
growth of fibroid tumors of the uterus. 
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SURGERY. 

Sarcoma of Vagina in a Child. — This condition is one 
which is rarely met with but seven cases having been described 
by Ahlfeld, S^enger, Babes, Demmel, Soltmann and Hauser 
Steinthal. The children were aged from 2 to 5 years find, only 
in one, was the tumor congenital. Schuchardt of Halle has late- 
ly reported two new cases {Paris Midical) both operated on by 
Volkmann. In one, aged 7, a reccurrence after two months 
caused death. In the other, aged 5, the neoplasm was re- 
moved in Sept., 1885, a portion of the vaginal wall being also 
cut out. In about six months it recurred in the vagina forming a 
tumor of the size of a walnut. This was removed together with 
half of the posterior wall of the vagina. There followed union 
by first intention, the upper portion of the vagina having been 
drawn down and attached to the perineum. Since this opera- 
tion the child has done well. Microscopic examination de- 
monstrated, in both cases, that the tumors were round-celled 
sarcomas. 

Massage in Writer's Cramp. — A writer in the Boston 
Medical and Surgical Journal^ Dr. Douglas Oraham, advocates 
massage very highly in writer's cramp and allied affections. 
Almost discouraged by failures, depending upon abandonment 
of treatment, he finally obtained very good results in patients 
who continued the treatment, and now he thinks that the 
effects of massage in these cases are much the same as in 
others, — pre-eminently tonic and sedative. Gentle stroking 
may be used for its soothing impression upon the cutaneous 
nerves, as well as to push along the superficial lymph and 
venous currents ; deep kneading for its anaesthetic effect, and 
to hasten absorption of effete products in all the accessible 
tissues, to bring a rapid supply of fresh blood while hurrying 
on that which is laden with asphyxiated juices. Percussion 
may be used to stimulate a languid skin and muscles deficient 
in contractility. 

Mechanical Treatment of Senile Coxitis. — Dr. Henry 
Ling Taylor, after defining the disease {New York Medical 
Journal) y gives a method of treatment which he has found 
highly successful^ which he thinks applicable to certain cases. 
In several cases which had resisted previous treatment, and^ 
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the patient seemed urgently to need help, he has applied 
counter-traction thoroughly, and then protected the joint from 
all traumatism, for a considerable period. The patient is put to 
bed with the long counter-traction hip splint and extra weight 
attached, the leg being^upnpfCScbiB^^sling. At the end of a 
month or six weeks/i^f^TOa the ^]KI^^ the hip joinft 

softer, and positionr i0id mobttR^mpro^cL and we may allow 

the patient to g^^bo|||Ay|g7h4Q^f^^^^P^PP^^ti"g splint 
('*Dow's"), whicl^protectsJh^j^Wj£ jomjb /^^ pressure, but 
allows motion at itiB^hia. knee AJxicSSme, The patient is 
thus enabled to enj oy^k^ ^flfefit^ t^firoh air and moderate 
exercise with a certain amount ofhealthy stimulation to the 
now quiescent joint, through the protected and pressureless 
motion. If progress is not satisfactory, the traction in bed is 
repeated, and the patient again allowed to go about after a few 
weeks. 

Ligatures. — Dr. Lucas Championni^re states in the 
Journal de Midecine et de Chirurgie Pratiques that, in general, 
he prefers ligatures made of catgut. He states, however, 
that a reliable catgut for such purposes can only be foimd in 
the hands of those who make it themselves. It should pos- 
sess several qualities, viz : It should be supple, strong, knots 
should not slip ; it ought to be absorbed ; it should not cause 
gangrene of the parts it surrounds ; it should become organized, 
and no part should be cast off. It will be supple if it is placed 
.in a 1:20 carbolic acid solution (aqueous) fifteen minutes before 
I'Jbeing used. It will be strong if the maceration to which it 
'has been subjected has lasted long enough, and providing it 
is not too fine. Knots will not slip if carefully tied, and 
-especially if made triple instead of double. The author re- 
f^ards Lister's method as the best for preserving catgut. This 
consists in macerating the catgut in the following solution for 
a period of five or six months : 

"^ Grystalized Carbolic Acid 20 parts. 

Water 2 " 

Olive Oil 100 " 

Pebbles are placed in the bottom of the vessel so that the 
catgut cannot come in contact with the water which finds its 
way there. The author states that he still retains the use of 
silk in ligating the pedicle in ovariotomy — keeping it in si, 
1:100 solution of corrosive sublimate. 
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A Manual of Crener al Pathology. By Joseph Frank Payns^ 
M. D., Oxon, F. R. C. P., etc. Svo. pp. 528; with 153 
illustrations on wood. [Philadelphia: Lea Bros. & Co. 

1888. 

The author of this* book is* one whose researches in path- 
ology and physiology have made his name a familiar one to 
•every physician who reads the better class of scientific and med* 
ical literature of the day. A physician and joint lecturer on 
pathology at St. Thomas' Hospital of London, examiner in 
.pathology at Oxford, and examiner in medicine to the Royal 
OoUege of Surgeons of England, he has occupied some of the 
most important and honorable positions in the world of Eng- 
lish medicine, and all that comes from his pen is entitled to 
the respect that such positions carry with them. 

Knowing, as a teacher and examiner, the exact needs of 
medical students, he has in the work before us prepared for 
<their especial use, what we do not hesitate to say, Is the best 
introduction to general pathology that we have yet examined. 
Appreciating, what so many writers have failed to do, the im^ 
possibility of separating pathological anatomy and genera^ 
pathology from special pathology, and still giving the student 
a clear idea of his text ; he has preferred to omit much that 
may be found in some other works on the subject, but whose 
presence serves only to confound the learner. In this manner 
he has given his work a coherence, and has led his readers 
along in a connected way to a clear understanding of much 
'that would otherwise be confusing. 

The work is an original one, in many respects, beside 
mere verbiage. Not only are many of the ideas advanced 
thoroughly original with the author, but in the arrangement of 
<his subjects the author has followed a plan differing from that 
•of any other work in the English language. 

In certain directions the author may be said to be almost 
a pioneer in English pathological literature, viz : in the newer 
j)athological histology, which has been evolved through the 
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aid of micro-chemical and microscopical technology since the 
appearance of Virchow's Cellular Pathology, and especially 
since Cohnheim's Lectures on General Pathology led the re^ 
volt against the theories of Virchow, and (to use the author's 
words) ^'the undue or at least too exclusive importance at- 
tached to the forms of cells and alteration of mere structure.'^ 
In this direction the author has followed close upon the re- 
searches of Cohnheim and Recklinghausen, and in his work 
we have the latest result of these investigators thoroughly 
sifted and digested by a conscientious and competent critic. 
The chapter on karyokinesis or karyomyosis, which is, so far 
as we are aware, the first embodiment into any work on path- 
ology, written by an Englishman or American, of even the 
the titles of the method of cell multiplication by indirect 
division, the author has followed Fleming, with whose work 
in this field the readers of the St. Louis Medical and- 
Surgical Journal have already been made acquainted.^ 

A second departure from old established rules in works on 
pathology, which our author has taken, is the greater atten- 
tion paid to the causation of disease, and more especially the 
etiological factors in those diseases now with reasonable cer- 
tainty ascribed to pathogenetic microbes. In this department 
he has been very lull and explicit, not only in a descriptive 
manner, but in the technique of investigation. The ** Appen- 
dix," giving methods of research, is alone worth the price 
of the book, several times over, to every student of path- 
ology. 

So far as the mechanical work goes, the book is one of 
'* Lea's," and we need hardly say more. The print is large 
and clear, the paper good, and the illustrations new and ex- 
cellent. The index is scarcely so complete as we could wish, 
but is nevertheless good. 

Treatise on the Diseases of Women, for the use of stud- 
ents and practitioners. By Alexander J. C. Skene, M. D. 
8vo, pp. 966. With 251 engravings and 9 chromo-litho- 
graphs. [New York: D. Appleton & Company, 1888. 
Price, cloth, $6.00; sheep, $7.00. 

This work is one of which the author and publishers may 
both feel proud and with justice. The general plan of the 

*See Karyokinesis; a brief historical and histologrical explanation of the- 
phenomenon, by Frank L. James. Ph. D., M. D. St. Louis Medical and Surgical. 
Journal, January, 1888, page 14. 
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work has been to treat ot the diseases peculiar to females 
which occar between birth and puberty ; those between pub- 
erty and the menopause ; and finally those which occur after 
the menopause. The discussion of all unsettled questions 
has been wisely Emitted and only those facts well established 
in the author's experience are given place. The book is emi- 
nently practical and in order to further this feature, the 
author has very wisely interspersed his text with instructive 
and illustrative histories of cases. 

We cannot go into a detailed analysis of the various 
points touched upon ; but, we desire to call especial attention 
to Chapter XIX. on the abuse of pessaries. The doctrines 
inculcated here are sound and contain so much of good sense 
that he who reads the chapter will gain a large and compre- 
hensive view of the value of these aids as well as of their con- 
stant wrong application. 

The chapters devoted to diseases of the bladder and ure- 
thra are not among the least important. In the opening 
chapter of this part of the subject we find a very full and 
complete description of Skene's glands. The relations of 
^gynaecology to insanity in women occupies the closing chap- 
ter of this work. Nothing is said of the diseases of the 
female breast. 

The illustrations are excellent. Some few are borrowed,the 
majority being original. One very refreshing fact, in connec- 
tion with these, is that they are true to nature. In sections 
of the female pelvis we are shown the vagina, bladder and 
rectum in their normal condition and not, as usually seen in 
the old illustrations, distended and out of their proper rela- 
tions. The chromo-lithographs are exceedingly well made 
and together with the illustrations very graphically and 
lucidly portray the operative procedures they are intended to 
elucidate. 

The typography of this excellent work is unexception- 
<able. It is safe to predict that the book will have a large sale 
and be well received at the hands of the medical profession. 

The Waters of Plombieres (Vosges). By Dr. Bottentuit. 
12 mo. pp. 135. [London: J. & A. Churchill. 1888. 

Plombieres has, for many years, been one of the most 
popular watering places among those who go to such localities 
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for the benefits they can obtain in a therapeutic point of view. 
The antiquity of Plorabi^res i& said to be very great, dating 
before our era. Some assert that Julius Cffisar employed his 
soldiers in building a wall to separate the hot from the cold 
waters. Be this as it may the baths are very old and the 
ruins which have been excavated bear evidences of this. In 
this little book before us we have presented a sort of general 
history of the town, together with a description of the sur- 
rounding country. In addition to this, are given such memo- 
randa as may be of use to a stranger visiting these waters. 
Altogether the work is a neat little hand book written by one 
who is thoroughly familiar with the subject under considera- 
tion. A number of engravings are added, to give the reader a 
better conception of the city and its architectural features as 
well as of the baths, casino, etc. The environments of Plom-> 
bi^res, all picturesque, are also described in view of the fact 
that excursions to these are a matter of daily occurrence, dur- 
ing the season. 

Wood's Medical and Surgical Monographs. Vol. I, No. 
1. 8vo. pp. 259. Contents : The Pedigree of Disease, 
by Jonathan Hutchinson, F. R. S.; Common Diseases of 
the Skin, by Robert M. Simon, M. D.; Varieties and 
Treatment of Bronchitis, by Dr. Ferrand. [New York : 
William Wood and Company, January, 1889. Published 
monthly. Price $10.00 a year ; single copies $1.00. 

This is evidently the era of cheap medical literature of the 
best quality. This latest candidate for professional patronage 
is fully deserving of all it can obtain if we are to base our 
judgment upon the first number before us. The first mono- 
graph is alone worth more than the price asked for the entire 
number. No one can read Hutchinson's clear and lucid ex- 
position of his ideas on heredity without appreciating the 
good fortune which has permitted him to enjoy such a rich 
intellectual treat and one not only replete with interest, but 
fairly bristling with suggestions of the highest value. Given 
in the form of six lectures, we are presented with most inter- 
esting details drawn from an experience of many years' stand- 
ing of a man who stands pre-eminent among English men of 
science. 
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The eight lectures devoted to the common affections of the 
skin are by Dr. Simon, of Birmingham, who passes in rapid 
review pruritus, eczema, psoriasis, scabies, acne and ringworm. 
The author is necessarily brief in the consideration of these 
subjects ; yet he compresses a great deal of clinical experi- 
ence in the few pages which he fills. He does not seem to be 
over enthusiastic in his therapeutics and wisely refrains from 
promising too much as a result of following his methods. 

Dr. Ferrand's clinical lectures on the various forms and 
treatment of bronchitis are fourteen in number. The author 
begins with a consideration of the anatomy of the trachea and 
bronchi, including their physiology. Congestive bronchitis 
and its varieties is considered ; then catarrhal bronchitis and 
inflammatory^ spasmodic and infectious bronchitis are con- 
sidered in turn. Diagnosis and treatment are more particu- 
larly dwelt upon in each variety and this feature will recom- 
mend the lectures to active practitioners. 

We cannot but commend the general scope and plan of 
these monographs and we shall look forward with pleasure 
for future numbers. 

Atlas of Venereal and Skin Diseases. With Original 
Text by Prince A. Morrow, A. M., M. D. Fasciculi VII. 
and IX. [New York : William Wood & (Jo., 1888. Price, 
$2.00 per part. Sold by subscription only. 

These are the latest parts issued and they fully sustain 
the good reputation of their predecessors both in the matter 
of text and of plates. Among the plates deserving of special 
attention is XXXIII. illustrative of paronychia and onychia 
(syphilitic). Plate XXXIV. gives excellent illustrations of 
congenital syphilis, the so-called syphilitic pemphigus, and a 
polymorphous syphilide being figured. Illustrations of 
Hutchinson's teeth and other interesting conditions con- 
nected with congenital syphilis occur in this part, which 
closes the subject of venereal diseases. 

Part IX. contains none but excellent plates. The diseases 
figured are erythema marginatum, erythema papulatum, 
erythema iris et circinatum, herpes iris, erythema nodosum, 
urticaria, urticaria pigmentosa (from the author's collection, 
the picture being of a high degree of excellence). 

To our mind, the best picture in this fasciculus is that of 
a case of eczema capitis in a child (Fig. 1, Plate XXXXIV), 
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while Fig. 2 of the flame plate showing a case of eczema of 
the face is also excellently well done. A case of squamous 
eczema on Plate XXXXV. is also very life-like. 

The author's text keeps pace with the plates and is far 
from being perfunctory in nature. Clear cut clinical de- 
scriptions are given and good advice in respect to treatment. 
In fact^ we have here a text-book and atlas combined, which 
cannot but prove of the highest utility and value. 

The typographical appearance is handsome and clear, the 
paper used being of a superior weight and quality. 0-D. 

Medical Diagnosis. A Manual of Clinical Methods. By 
J. Graham Brown, M. D. 8vo. pp. 285. Second edition, 
illustrated. [New York : E. B. Treat, 1888. Price, $2.76. 

T^is little work is one whose close study cannot but make 
its reader a man of method. As its name indicates, it is a 
guide to the method of clinical examination, an art which is 
but too often not acquired, or remaining uncultivated. The 
course of examination in this book is one which, beginning 
with the general aspect, condition and circumstances of a 
patient, leads on to the successive examinations of the ali- 
mentary system, abdomen, hsemopoietic, circulatory, respira- 
tory, integumentary, urinary, reproductive, nervous and 
locomotory systems. The various instruments, apparatus 
and devices for the more thorough appreciation of symptoms 
are described as well as their uses. 

From these few hints the general value of this hand-book 
may be surmised. It has met with a large sale abroad and 
will no doubt do equally as well here. It is more particu- 
larly useful to students and young beginners, while many 
of the older members of the profession could profit by read- 
ing it. 

The book is one of Treat's Medical Classics and is gotten 
up in good shape, the typography being excellent. A few 
errors have crept in here and there, as, for instance, on page 
180 where we have squamia^ for squamas; These, however, 
are but minor defects in a book which we can recommend as 
"of practical value. 
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The Ear and its Diseases, being Practical Contributions to 
the Study of Otology, by Samuel Sexton, M. D., Edit- 
ed by Christopher J. Colles, M. D. 8 vo, pp. 473. Num- 
erous illustrations. [New York: William Wood and 
Company. Price, $4.00. 

No attempt has been made to present a treatise embracing 
the entire field of otology, but merely to ventilate certain 
points to which the author has paid special attention. 
The work, in the main, is the result of the study of forty 
thousand cases, that have come under the attention of the 
author in hospital and private practice. Many of his contri- 
butions to medical periodicals have been rewritten and incor- 
porated in this work. As the anatomy and physiology of the 
ear would fill too much space, he has referred his readers to 
the text-books for any information desired in this direction, 
although the essential anatomy and physiology has been intro- 
duced along with the text wherever it was thought it would 
best serve the purpose of the reader. Part I, filling 65 pages^ 
is devoted to the anatomy and physiology of the ear and its 
connecting parts. Part II, 47 pages^ treats of the causes of 
ear diseases. Under this general head he gives a very inter- 
esting chapter on Catarrh of the Upper Air-tract. He is the 
first eastern author who we think has laid anywhere near enough 
stress on the fact that inflammation of the upper air-tract is a 
very common cause of aural disease. We would go further 
than him and say that the vast majority of cases of aural 
disease have their origin in inflammation of the mucous and 
sub-mucous membrane of the upper air-tract. He also calls 
special attention to the various forms of oral irritation as causa-- 
tive of ear trouble. Part III, 246 pages, is devoted to wounds, 
injuries and diseases of the ear and their treatment. This is 
a very interesting and instructive part of the work, especially 
the chapter on Anomalies of Audition, and that on the 
Operation of Excision of the Drum-Head and Ossicles. Part 
IV, 63 pages, miscellaneous articles, also repays the reader. 
The work, in its entirety, is a very interesting and instructive 
book. 
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Citerarij Hotes* 

The Canadian Practitioner will be a semi-monthly jour- 
nal beginning with the New Year. The size of the page will 
he maintained as it has been in the past. The price will re- 
main the same as heretofore — $3.00 per annum in advance. 

The Fire at Becktold's bindery establishment destroyed 
over one thousand copies of Dr. Thos. F. Rumbold's new 
work on *^ The Medical, Surgical and Hygienic Treatment of 
Catarrhal Diseases of the Nose, Throat and Ear." About two 
hundred copies were saved. 

Dr. William S. Whitwell, who has been for many years 
•editor and proprietor of the Pacific Medical and Surgical Jour- 
nal and Western Lancet has severed his connection with that 
journal. Commencing with the January number Dr. D. A. 
Hodghead will assume the responsibilities and emoluments 
of that prosperous journal. We wish our new confrere suc- 
cess in his undertaking. 

The Vest Pocket Anatomist of C. Henri Leonard has 
been the vade mecum of medical students for years. Its 
popularity is well attested by the fact that the present is tha 
fourteenth edition. In this new addition we find the size of 
the page somewhat enlarged and it has been further increased 
in size by the addition of over one hundred pages of text. 
There also appear about one hundred engravings, borrowed 
from Gray, thus greatly increasing its value and usefulness. 
It is a duodecimo of 297 pages, bound in cloth, and sold at 
the price of $1.00 by the Illustrated Medical Journal Co., of 
Detroit, Mich. 

The Occidental Medical Times. — That bright, newsy 
and well conducted journal, the Medical Times of Sacramento, 
■Cal., ceases to exist with the December number, and with 
the new year will come out christened the Occidental Medical 
Times. The journal will otherwise be the same. Dr. Parkin- 
son and his co-laborers have made the Times one of the best 
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journals that come to our table, and in making the change of 
name they have simply yielded to a desire to make the title 
one more distinctive of the locality whence the journal is 
issued. 

Wood's Medical and Surgical Monographs, is the title 
adopted by the well-known publishing house of William 
Wood and Company, for a series of octavo volumes to be pub- 
lished monthly at the low rate of 910.00 per year or $1.00 for 
single copies. The series promises to be one full of interest- 
ing works, and such as will prove of the highest value to 
medical readers. No. 1 contains the Pedigree of Disease^ by 
.Jonathan Hutchinson; Common Diseases of the Skin, by 
Bobt. M. Simon ; and Varieties and Treatment of Bronchitis, 
by Dr. Ferrand. No. 2 is announced to contain Oonorrhoeal In- 
fection in Women, by William Japp Sinclair ; on Giddiness, 
by Thomas Orainger Stewart; and a Critical Study of the 
Clinical Value of Albuminaria in Bright's Disease, by Dr. 
Pierre Jeanton. If the series is continued in a like manner, 
it will be worth many times the price asked for it. 

Hysteria and Epilepsy, by Dr. J. Leonard Corning is 
the title of one of the late issuer of Geo. S. Davis' Physi- 
cians' Leisure Library. This opuscule of 176 pages is an am- 
plification of a series of papers published in various medical 
journals. The author has devoted Part I. to hysteria, in 
which he gives good clinical descriptions of this comihon af- 
fection, terminating with a chapter on prognosis and treatment. 
Part II. is devoted to epilepsy and occupies considerably 
more space than Part I. Among the interesting chapters are 
the two devoted to experimental researches. The various 
forms of epilepsy such as "masked," "thalamic,*' "Jack- 
sonian," " sensory," etc., are considered in a clear and brief 
manner. The present number of the Leisure Library is fully 
up to the standard of those which have heretofore appeared 
and its low price — 25 cents — places it easily within the reach 
of all. 

Disease of the Nose and Pharynx and their Treat- 
jnent. By W. Cheatham, M. D., of Louisville, Ky. Re- 
printed from the Virginia Medical Monthly, December, 1888. 
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In this short, concise paper, the author treats solely of the 
aurgical treatment necessary in the majority of cases of 
hyperplastic and hypertrophic catarrh of the nasal and 
pharyngo-nasal cavities. He deprecates the employment of 
any procedure that leaves a broad cicatrix. Too much im- 
portance can not be laid on the avoidance of this ; as, when- 
ever you have cicatricial tissue in a mucous membrane, you 
have a nonsecreting surface on which the secretion, flowing 
from superior surfaces, will collect, dry and evaporate, leaving 
a decomposing, acrid crust that will persist in forming in spito 
of everything that can be done. The author also dwells upon 
the fact, that, when the nasal or pharyngo-nasal cavities are 
affected, the pharynx and larynx are also usually affected, but 
these latter affections must be considered as secondary to the 
prime cause^ i. e., engorgement of the sub-mucoua tissue. It i& 
not long since this idea, when advanced, was scouted at, but 
thorough investigation has proved its truth. 

Books Received. — We have received the following books, 
which will be reviewed in due course of time. The Vest- 
Pocket Anatomist (Founded upon *'Gray''). By C. Henri 
Leonard, A.M., M.D. 12mo, pp. 297. 14th revised edition,^ 
.containing Dissection Hints and Visceral Anatomy. [Detroit : 
The Illustrated Medical Journal Co., 1888. — A treatise on 
Hysteria and Epilepsy, with some concluding observations on 
Epileptic Insomnia. By J. Leonard Corning, M.A., M.D. 
12mo, pp. 176. The Physicians' Leisure Library. [Detroit: 
Geo. S. Davis, 1888. — The waters of Plombieres (Vosges). 
By Dr. Bottentuit. 12mo, pp. 135. Illustrated. [London : 
J. & A. Churchill, 1888. — Transactions of the American Oto- 
logical Society, Twenty-first Annual Meeting, New London, 
Conn., July 17, 1888. 8vo, pp. 143-395. Vol. 4, Part 2. 
[Published by the Society, 1888. 

Favorite Prescriptions of Distinguished Practitioners with 
Notes on Treatment, by B. W. Palmer, A.M., M.D. 8vo. pp. 
256. [New York : E. B. Treat, 1888. Price «2.75.— A Practi^ 
cal Treatise on Headache, Neuralgia, Sleep and its Derange^ 
ments, and Spinal Irritation, by J. Leonard Corning, A. M.,^ 
M. D. 8vo. pp. 274. [New York: E. B. Treat, 1888. 
Price, $2.75. A Text Book of Human Physiology. By Aus- 
tin Flint, M. D., LL. D., with three hundred and sixteen fig- 
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Tires in thetext^ and two plates. Fourth edition, entirely re- 
written. 8 vo. pp.872. [New York: D. Appleton & Co. 1888. 

Pamphlets Received. — We have received the following 
pamphlets^ 'for which we here offer our thanks to the donors : 
Why Electrolytic Treatment of Stricture does not Succeed in 
all Hands. By G. C. H. Meier, M. D. (Reprint from the 
International Journal of Surgery and AntisepticSj Oct., 1888) ; 
I!czema; its Treatment. By Albert E. Carrier, M. D. (Re- 
printed from the Phydcian and Surgeon^ Nov., 1888); the 
Constitution and By-Laws, with the officers and members for 
1888-9, of the American Pediatric Society, organized in Wash" 
ington J). C.y Sept. 18, 1888. The Radical Cure of Vericocele, 
attended with Redundancy of Scrotum, demonstrated by 
Time. By Morris H. Henry, M, A., M. D., LL. D. (Re- 
printed from the Journal of the American Medical Association^ 
Nov. 10, 1888); Report on the Trinidad Leper Asylum, for 
the year 1887. By Beaven Bake, M. D., Lond., Medical 
Superintendent. Port-of-Spain, Government Printing Office. 
1888); Report of Proceedings of the Conference or Local 
Health Officers, held by Invitation of the State Board of 
Health of Missouri, at St. Louis, Dec. 4, 1888. Sanitary de- 
ficiencies in State, Epidemics of Small-Pox, Proposed Bill for 
Creation of Local Boards, Financial Condition of Various 
State Boards, Resolutions ; The President's Annual Address, 
by Robert Battey, M. D. (Reprint from Vol. XIII. Gyneco- 
logical Transactions, 1888). 

Scribner's Magazine. — We have on a former occasion 
spoken of the wonderful strides which this journal is making 
toward the very first place in the illustrated periodical litera- 
ture of the world. The holiday number, recently to hand, 
but emphasizes our former remarks. It is a wonderful ex- 
ample of what literary genius and taste can do when backed 
by energy, enterprise and money, and is a fit closing for the 
second year of the revived publication. The publishers an- 
nounce that the railroad articles, a series which in the year 
just ended attracted a vast throng of readers to the journal, 
will be continued during the coming year. Mr. Robert Louis 
vStevenson's Master of Ballentrae will also run through the 
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greater part of the year. Among the other features promised 
for '89 we may note the following : 

A correspondence and collection of manuscript memoirs 
relating to J. F. Millet and a famous group of modem 
French painters will furnish the substance of several articles. 
The brief end papers written last year by Robert Louis Ste- 
venson, will be replaced by equally interesting contributions 
by different famous authors. Mr. Thomas Bailey Aldricb 
will write the first one of them for the January number. 
Many valuable literary articles will appear ; a paper on Wal- 
ter Scott's Methods of work, illustrated from original MSS., 
a second ** Shelf of Old Books," by Mrs. James T. Fields, 
and many other articles equally noteworthy. In science, we 
are promised a paper from Prof. Trowbridge on the uses and 
developments of photography, and a series of articles on 
electricity, deep mining and other similar subjects. All of 
these papers will be profusely illustrated. The volumes for 
1889 will be a library of universal knowledge in themselves. 



Soctetij proceebings. 

THE DISTRICT MEDICAL SOCIETY OF CENTRAL ILLINOIfiF. 

The semi-annual meeting of the above named society was 
held at the Court House in Vandalia, Ills., Tuesday, Nov. 
10, 1888, President Dr. Jacob Huber, of Pana, in the Chair. 
There were present, Drs. Jacob Huber, of Pana; Baxter 
Haynes, of Hurricane ; Moses Haynes, of Donnellson ; J, J. 
Connor, of Pana; James Gordon, of Highland; Jno. H. 
Gordon, of Pocahontas ; G. S. Bolt, of Herrick ; F. B. Haller, 
of Vandalia; Jno. H. Mclntyre, of St. Louis; Wm. Dick- 
inson, of St. Louis; F. G. Hickman, of Vandalia; J. L» 
Hallam, of Centralia; T. J. Whitten, of Nokomis; B. M. 
Griffith, of Springfield, and J. H. Miller, of Oconee. Dr. 
Huber, as a member of the Committee on Necrology, reported 
the death of Dr. Salem Dickey, of Pana. 

Dr. J, W. Murfin, of Vernon, and Dr. G. W. Patton^ 
of Pana, were elected to membership in this society. 



.1889.] Society Proceedings. 63 

Dr. J. J. Connor, of Pana, read an article on the 
^'I^tiology and Treatment of Diphtheria." Discussion by 
Drs. Hickman, Hallam, Miller, Mclntyre, Griffith, J. H. 
Gordon, Jas. Gordon, Haller, Whitten and Connor. Dr. 
Wm. Dickinson, of St. Louis, presented an article on '^ Somo 
Forms of Headache due to Accommodative and to Muscular 
Asthenopia, with suggestions for cure of latter by partial or 
total section of Recti Muscles/' 

Dr. Hallam, of Centralia, read an article on '* The Morti* 
fication produced by Old Age." The reader emphasized the 
fact that old people do not suffer in the same degree as those 
who are younger. Diseases in the aged also have a tendancy 
to assume a latent form. The paper was discussed by Drs.. 
Haller, Connor, Huber, Griffith and Mclntyre. *' The Fee 
Bill," by Dr. W. J. Chenowith, was read by the Secretary 
— the author being absent. The author believes that it would 
often be better for all concerned, if the physician would be 
more exacting, as to settlements. He also believes physicians^ 
in many instances, do charity work that is not charity work,, 
but really a detriment to the recipient of it, inasmuch as it 
sometimes puts a premium on negligence. The paper was dis- 
cussed at some length by Dr. Mclntyre, who thinks that phy- 
sicians^ as a rule, receive less than is due them. He objects 
to the term ** employ," as used by some towards their phy- 
sician, and thinks the word ^* consult" far preferable. The 
paper was also discussed by Dr. Huber and others. 

Dr. F. B. Haller next presented an article on ^' Confirmed 
Inebriety and the Best means of Managing such Cases." It 
appears on page 14 of the present number of the Journal. 

B. M. Griffith, of Springfield, presented a voluntary paper 
on '' Mitral Stenosis." After speaking of the functions of the 
heart, in general, he called attention to the eight conditions 
in which cardiac murmurs occur, i. e. ; 1°. Mitral regur- 
gitant. 2^. Aortic obstruction. 3^. Aortic regurgitation. 
4®. Mitral obstruction. 5*^, Tricuspid regurgitation. 6®. 
Tricuspid obstruction. 7®. Pulmonary regurgitation. 8®. 
Pulmonary obstruction, holding that the four valves, being, 
thickened, shortened, rent, or weakened, give out peculiar 
sounds in accordance with their structure and the material 
passing through them. The reader presented sphygmographie 
tracings illustrating the pulse wave in the different affections 
of the heart above mentioned. He cited a case of mitral 
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stenosis that came under his observation daring the past year. 
The patient had been treated for some time for dyspepsia, 
constipation and nervousness, by two physicians, but the 
heart trouble had passed unrecognized. The great amount of 
damage to the lungs, stomach and kidneys, that bad ensued 
from the heart's condition, brought the case to a fatal termina- 
tion in about six weeks from the time he saw it. The paper 
was discussed by Dr. Dickinson. 

Dr. J. H. Mclntyre, of St. Louis, read an article on ** Car- 
cinoma of the Female Breast." He insisted upon the 
necessity of an early and thorough operation, and in making 
the operation include all the diseased tissues in a wide ellip- 
tical space, continuing the incision up toward the axilla, and 
removing all diseased axillary glands. By the use of anti- 
septic dressings union by first intention is of no unusual 
occurrence. He reported two cases occurring in the male 
breast — ^the patients being 49 and 62 years of age, respectively. 
The doctor exhibited a specimen of sarcoma. He stated that 
he has been in the habit of loosening up the flaps, at the outer 
and under side of the wonnd, for many years. 

Dr. W. J. Chenoweth, of Decatur, sent a report of a case 
of *' Extra-Uterine Foetation," which, for want of time, was 
only read by title. 

Just before adjournment, Dr. F. B. Haller notified the 
members that his wife joined him in a cordial invitation to al- 
present to repair to his residence and partake of a dinner prel 
pared for the occasion. All who were not obliged to leave im- 
mediately for their homes, accepted the kind proposal, and 
were happily entertained by him, his excellent wife and two 
amiable daughters. 

It has been said that the way to a man's heart is through 
his stomach. Be this as it may, the doctor and his family 
have due them any amount of good will from the members of 
the District Medical Society of Central Illinois. 

After this followed voluntary papers, discussion, etc., until 
the time that all took their leave, feeling that they had not 
only passed a profitable day, but a very pleasant one. 

The annual meeting of the society will be held in Pana, 

Tuesday, April 30th, 1889. 

Jacob Huber, M. D., J. H. Miller, M. D., 

Pana, Ills, Oconee, Ills., 

President. Secretary. 
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Zndangc. 

A Hospital for Contagious Diseases is reported to be in 
contemplation in Worcester, Mass. 

The North Texas Medical Association held a very suc- 
cessful meeting in Sherman, Texas, Dec. 11, 12 and 13, inst. 

The Hungarian Pharmacopoeia has just appeared in a 
new dress — this being the first edition issued since 1871. 

The Georgia State Board of Health is not in existence 
as yet, but one of the members of the legislature, Dr. Sims of 
Lincoln, has drafted a bill which he will introduce in the hope 
that it may be created. 

The St. Joseph (Mo.) Medical Society is to be reorgan- 
ized, a number of prominent physicians of that city taking 
active steps in that direction. 

The Physician in Colorado, is the subject on which Dr. 
S. E. Solly, president of the Colorado State Medical Society, 
delivered a very able address at the eighteenth annual meet- 
ing of that society. 

The District Medical Society of Northwest Missouri 
will hold its annual meeting on Jan. 10. A large attendance 
is expected on account of several important matters which 
will be brought up for the consideration of the members. 

Chili is to have a medical congress. It has been called to 
take place at Santiago from March 15 to 20, upon the occasion 
of the inauguration of the new school of medicine surgery, 
hygiene and collateral sciences. 

Deformity of the Spinal Column, while not uncommon 
in the human species, is said by S. J. J. Harger, in the Uni' 
"versity Medical Magazine^ to be very rare in animals. The rea- 
son given is *' because they live more in a state of nature." 

A Training School for Nurses has finally been organized 
in Cincinnati, in connection with the Cincinnati Hospital. 
We are glad to chronicle this fact, for since the establishment 
of a similar school in this city, physicians have had ample 
opportunities of testifying to the valuable services rendered 
by the trained nurses. 

The Chinese Lepers, of British Columbia, are said to 
have transmitted the disease to the Indians of that province. 
There are about fifty thousand Indians in British Columbia, 



66 Editorial Department. [Jan.^ 

and if we are to believe Senator Mclnnes, M. D., thete will 
not be five thousand living in a quarter of a century, if lep- 
rosy once fastens itself upon them. 

Dr. Heinrich von Bamberger, Professor of Special Path-^ 
ology and Therapeutics at the University of Vienna, died 
lately at the age of 66. His treatises on Diseases of the Heart 
and Diseases of the Chylopoietic System were works entitling 
him to a position in the first rank of pathologists. 

The Marine Hospital Service is one which accomplishes- 
much work in rather a quiet manner. During the past year, 
there were treated 43,203 patients, the largest number cared 
for in the same space of time since the organization of the 
service. 

The Medico- Chirurgical Society, of the District of Co^ 
lumbia, has elected the following officers to serve during the 
ensuing term : President, Robert Reyburn ; First Vice-Presi- 
dent, A. Tangusta; Second Vice-President, P. P.Werner; 
Secretary, L. A. Harver; Corresx>onding Secretary, S. R*. 
Watts; Treasurer, F. J. Shadd; Librarian, J. R. Francis. 

A Good Law in Indiana is that which prohibits the re- 
filling of a prescription, more than once, which contains more 
than a quarter grain of opium or a twentieth grain of mor- 
phine, without instructions from the prescriber. Why not 
prohibit the refilling of all prescriptions ? The prescriber can 
write another one, if he deems a repetition necessary. 

Dr. G. G. Tyrrell, for several years Secretary of the Call- 
fornia State Board of Health, has not been reappointed in the 
Board much to the surprise of his friends. The surprise was- 
occasioned by the fact that Dr. Tyrrell has been more than 
usually efficient, but the ''spoils^' system has invaded the 
sacred precincts of the California State Board of Health and a. 
victim had to be found. 

Chancroids are almost unknown in Finland. Prof. Smir- 
noff, of Helsingfors, states that these lesions are seen some* 
times in spring and summer when ships land. At other 
seasons they are never encountered. He attributes this 
paucity of soft chancres to the fact that Finnish women are 
scrupulously clean about their genitals, and medical super* 
vision is very energetically exercised. 

Cocaine Fiends. — Formerly, a large number of actresses 
were addicted to the use of morphine, giving various lame ex- 
cuses for their indulgence in the pernicious habit. Of late^ 
however, this has been on the wane, and now it is the fashion 
for these people to tipple on Vin Mariani, thus acquiring a 
habit which is probably as pernicious as the one they have 
abandoned. 
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The British Journal of Dermatology ie announced to 
appear very shortly. It will be edited by Mr. Malcolm Mor- 
ns, of London, and Mr. H. G. Brooke, of Manchester. Mr. 
H. K. Lewis, the well-known book dealer located at 13& 
Gower St., London, will assume the responsibilities of pub- 
lisher. This publication will no doubt meet with a hearty 
support at the nands of the profession. 

The Journal of Cutaneous and Genito-Urinary Dis- 
eases will experience a change on Jan. 1, 1889. Messrs. Wm. 
Wood and Co. will no longer publish it, the well-known firm 
of D. Appleton and Co. having assumed charge of its publi- 
cation. We are pleased to note that Dr. Prince A. Morrow, 
who has so successfully piloted this excellent journal, will be 
retained as editor. 

The Tri-State Medical Association, of Mississippi^ Ar- 
kansas and Tennessee, elected the following officers to serve 
for the ensuing^ year : President, Dr. S. W. Sanford, Tenn. y 
First Vice-President, Dr. J. Y. Murray, Miss. ; Second Vice- 
President, Dr. L. L. Battle, Ark. • Third Vice-President, Dr. 
J. A. Battle, Tenn, ; Secretary, Dr. S. A. Rogers, Memphis ,. 
Assistant Secretary, Dr. A. W. Pate, Memphis ; Treasurer,. 
Dr. T. J. Crofiord, Tenn. 

A Typhoid Fever Epidemic exists in Brooklyn. It ifr 
denied that the croton water is the cause of this, the explana- 
tion given being that it is due to water drank by patients at a 
distance from the cit^. The Medical and Surgical Reporter^ in 
commenting upon this, states that this is an important dis* 
covery, in view of the fact that when typhoid exists in Phila- 
delphia, in more than minimum proportions their New York 
neighbors attribute the outbreak to the Schuylkill. 

The State Board of Health of Illinois is evidently not 
as great a power as some believe it to be. Some time since,, 
the Board revoked the license of Dr. H. G. Wildman, of the 
firm of Wildman and McCoy, of Chicago. The cause which 
was given was unprofessional practices. Wildman took an 
appeal to the Governor who has reversed the decision. In 
addition to this the Peoria Transcriptf Bloomington Eye^ and 
other sheets are advocating the abolishing of the Board. 

The Questions for Discussion at the coming Internationar 
Congress of Dermatology and Syphilography to be held in 
Paris in August are the following : 1®. The composition of the 
group of lichens; 2^. Pityriasis rubra and primary generalized 
exfoliative dermatitis ; 3^, Pemphigus and complex or multi- 
form bullous dermatoses ; 4°. Tricophytosis and tricophytic 
dermatoses; 5®. Treatment of syphilis; 6"^. Frequency of 
tertiary syphilis, and the conditions which favor its develop- 
ment. 



68 Editorial Department. . [Jan., 

At the Annual Meeting of the Sei-I-Kwai, held in T6k^6, 
Japan, the following officera were chosen for the ensuing 
year: President, Takaki Kanehiro, F. B. C. S. Eng., H. M.; 
Vice Presidents, Saneyoshi Yasuzumi, F. R. G. 8. Eng,, W. 
N. Whitney, M. D. ; Treasurer, Dr. Kumagawa ^etsu; 
Members of Council, Drs. Matsuyama T6an, Kumagawa S6et8U 
Ando Masatane, Shingii By6en, and Suzuki Shigemichi. This 
Society has a membership of 128 actiye and 15 honorary mem- 
bers, nearly all Japanese. 

The Association of Acting Assistant Surgeons of the 
U. S. Army, has been formed for the purpose of securing a 
correct history of those who haye seryed m this capacity as 
well as for mutual benefit and protection All past and pres- 
ent assistants are inyited to become members, the cost of en- 
rollment being but 81.00 The Geneya red cross is the badge. 
In addition to this, the Association is desirous of obtaining a 
complete list of all the medical men who haye served as Acting 
Assistant Surgeons in the United States Army, together with 
their complete medical and personal history. Dr. W. Thorn- 
ton Parker, Newport, R. I., is the Recorder. 

Abortionists in Chicago. — The Chicago Times has inaug- 
urated a crusade whose ayowed purpose is to make all 
the professional abortionists leaye the scarlet city. The 
method which has been employed is to haye a female reporter 
call upon physicians, under pretence of being in trouble. The 
results of these interviews are then published. The Chicago 
Medico-Legal Society has endorsed the action of the TimeSy 
while the Chicago Medical Society has, so far, given no ex- 

I)ression of opinion. It is said that several members of the 
atter society have been accused of criminal malpractice in 
the Times, There promises to be a general awakening of the 
profession, accompanied by the rattling of dry bones, in 
Chicago, if these matters continue much longer. 

Homoeopathy in Germany. — Homoeopathy has received 
quite a blow in the country of its birth. It appears that the 
tribunal of Flensburg, in Schleswig, recently sentenced a 
young homceopath to one year's imprisonment. The charge 
upon which he was arraigned was that he involuntarily caused 
the death of a child afflicted with lung disease, the existence 
of which he did not recognize, leaving the patient in conse- 
^quence without any active treatment. The trial lasted a year 
and a half, owing to the wide diversity of opinions existing 
between the experts, homoeopaths and regulars. This is 
probably one of the first instances in which a physician has 
been convicted for neglecting to administer drugs. As a rule, 
they have hitherto suffered at the hands of the law for giving 
.too much medicine. 
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The Ethics of Medical Visiting is a subject which has 
been engaging a great deal of the attention of a number of 
our cotemporaries, of late. Dr. D. A. K. Steele, of Chicago, 
was refused admission to operations by Mr. Tait, the latter 
not having liked the observations made upon him by a certain 
American surgeon. Whether Mr. Tait was correct or not in 
his position, is the question asked by Dr. Steele, who pub- 
lishes quite a lively correspondence which took place between 
himself and the Birmingham operator. In view of the fact, 
however, that Dr. Steele has very generously and openly criti- 
cised all the gentlemen who kindlv permitted him to view 
their operations, it looks a little as if Mr. Tait had acted very 
judiciously if not courteously. Dr. Steele has shown too 
much animus in the matter, and it is particularly unfortunate 
that he has done so, for Mr. Tait may regard all American 
surgeons as carping in spirit and injudicious in writing. 

Rough on State Boards. — The following letter was re- 
ceived lately by the St. Louis College of Physicians and Sur- 
geons, which refused to accede to the request contained in it. 
If the allegations contained in this remarkable epistle are 
true, it places the State Boards of Illinois, Arkansas and Kan- 
sas in a rather ludicrous situation, to say the least. We repro- 
duce the letter verbatim et literatim. It reads as follows : 

topeka Kansas Dec 11th 88 

Deare sir 

I have Ben in the fild Doctern 35 years next April 1889 I 
attended one full corse of lecturers in Cleveland ohio 1855-6 I 
was out in armey three years frome Illinois I have three states 
Certificates one frome Illinois one frome Arcanos [Arkansas] 
one frome Kansas I have a certificate as Registered Pharma- 
oist in topeka the Board Put 28 hundefd questions to me I 
can Prove ail of this to you By sworn testimoney 

I can send all of my Papers to you if you dough [doubt] 
my statement I think some school would have the Right to 
Bass one me one Degree I can not leave to attend your school 
I have so much on hand at this time if I am not worthy of a 
degree all Right 

yours fraternly 

The Treatment of Dermatoses. — We are tempted to 
shout '* Eureka." Dr. A. J. D'Oliveira Castro gives the treat- 
ment of skin diseases in the following succinct manner 
(Dosimetric Medical Review) : 

" The local treatment should amount to very little. It may con- 
sist of simple baths, to assist in removing the exudate ; of pure vas- 
eline, to prevent contact with the air and the deposit of substances 
which are suspended in the air ; of starch, on account of its absorb- 
ing and refreshing qualities; of vaseline and calomel, or i>recipitated 
sulphur (ten per cent.), for parasites which are accessible by ex- 
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ternal means. The use of irritating substances must be rigidly 
avoided, at least in those forms in which they produce active irrita- 
tion. 
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Variant. 



Parasitea . 
Herpetic diathesiB 
Syphilis . 
Arthritic diathesis 
Scrofula • 

HypersBmia 
" loi 



Sulphide of calcium. 

Arseniate of soda. 

Biniodide of Mercury. 

Colchicine. 

Iodoform. 

Aconitine. 
Phfogrosis . t Veratrine. 

Atony . . Strychnine. 

Anemia . . Arseniate of iron. 

Pains . Cicntine, morphine. 

Pruritus . . Gelsemlne, hydrobromate of cicutine. 

Epithelial hyperplasia Arsenlous acid. 

tllcratlon. . {fZo^SJ^^AS'^cId':^. "'"*°"'«- 

We have nothing to say in regard to the matter. The 
matter is certainly very simple and it is with pain that we see 
ourselves placed in the embarassing position of being forced 
to continue to tread in the footsteps of dermatologists of re- 
pute rather than accept the hazy views of an enthusiastic 
visionary. Until our iconoclastic friend does something, he 
will find that a ** cold, cold world " will pay but little atten- 
tion to him. 



Let the Galled Jade Wince. — Referring to our corres- 
pondent's mild criticism in the December number of the 

..Journal (page 393) our esteemed cotemporary, the Medical 
Register y devotes a long editorial which opens as follows : 

'^Not often does it fall to the lot of the editor to defend 
himself from the aspersions of captious critics in the manifest 
discharge of duty, but the croakings of an anonymous corres- 

. pondent connected with an obscure St. Louis medical journal 
seems to be of such a nature as to warrant attention. We 
have all heard the story of the donkey masquerading in the 
lion's skin, and had the porcine pruriency of this critic been 
less pronounced no one would have observed his ears, and 
thus penetrated his disguise. For some time past this style 
of bush-whacking has been kept up at long range, and we 

> venture the opinion that if a fraction of the time spent in this 
fruitless fusillade were devoted to legitimate work, the journal 
with which he is connected would doubtless have a greater 
reputation at home, and would be favorably commentea upon 

. abroad. " 

Does the sapient writer of the above know who the anony- 
mous writer of the captious criticisms is ? Is his wisdom of 
fiuch telescopic range that he can locate an '' anonymous cor- 
respondent?" What does he know of reputation? Does he 

I'know what robbery is? Until he is certain of these few points 
and can satisfy others of his transcendental powers, we will 
refrain from asking other questions. If it is any satisfaction to 
the sage we will merely remark, en parenth^ae, that we are 

•'* loaded." 
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The City Hospital Elevator is actually being built. It 
is long since we suggested this, and we are gratified to see 
i;hat something is being done for one of our most important 
eleemosynary institutions. In addition^ there is being con- 
structed a new wing ; so that more patients may be accommo- 
dated and some overcrowded wards relieved of their super- 
abundant material. 

Surgeon Walter Wyman, of the Marine Hospital Service, 
we are pleased to note, has been placed in charge of the 
bureau during the sixty days leave granted to Surgeon-Gen- 
-eral Hamilton. Dr. Wyman is well-known in St. Louis as a 
very painstaking, scientific and indefatigable student, and his 
many friends will be pleased to know that his merits have re- 
<;eived this well-deserved recognition. 

National Association of Railway Surgeons. — The Ex- 
ecutive Committee of this body met at the Southern Hotel in 
this city on Dec. 21st, last, and decided that the next meeting 
of their association should take place in St. Louis at some 
future time, yet to be determined. The meeting for the pur- 
pose of organizing was held in Chicago. It is said that the 
meeting here will be a large one, the attendance being 
estimated at nearly two thousand. Dr. W. B. Outten is to be 
the Chairman of the Committee of Arrangements, and he will, 
no doubt, see to it that the railway surgeons meet with that 
royal welcome which St. Louis is accustomed to extend to 
visiting disciples of Aesculapius. 

The St. LfOuis Crematory.— The crematory, situated on 
Soublette Ave., has up to the present time been doing quite 
well in the matter of patronage. The structure is handsome. 
It is well situated and the appointments are well nigh perfect 
in every detail, except one, which is of some importance. 
The receiving room in which the friends and relatives of the 
•deceased assemble for the purpose of taking one last look, and 
of making addresses^ is pleasant enough in summer. In win. 
ter, however, it is a veritable torture chamber ; with its tes- 
selated floor, badly fitted windows and lack of all means of 
heating, an ice-chest is the most fitting object to which it can 
be compared. Taking into consideration that pall-bearers fre- 
quently dispense with their overcoats and have to pass from 
one-half to one and a half hours in this room, it seems rather 
strange that there are not more who contract lung troubles 
from this expojsure. The room ought to be heated in some 
manner, or at least placed in such a condition as to be semi- 
comfortable to those who are called upon to perform the last 
sad rites for a departed friend. 
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The Real Estate Committee of the St. Louis Medical 
Society has decided that there seems to be no probability that 
enough funds can be raised by subscription, to build a suitable 
permanent home for the society. In lieu of a better plan the 
committee has proposed that a suitable place be rented and 
that the society start its own library once more. The place 
proposed is a room in the new Odd Fellow's Building, the 
rental being $600.00 per annum. In order to meet this in-^ 
creased expense, it proposes to increase the annual dues to 
$5.00. Many of the members, while favoring an increase of 
dues, are opposed to the proposed locale^ claiming that it is 
entirely too small to accommodate the increasing attendance 
of the society. They argue that if the society is going to 
move, it ought at least move into quarters that will be ample 
enough to comfortably accommodate the members. The mat- 
ter has not been decided as yet, and, as we go to press the 
arguments for and against the move can be heard. Some of 
the younger members are not very enthusiastic over the pro- 
posed move in view of the fact that they have not yet acquired 
their life memberships in the Public Liibrary, a thing which 
will be a fait dccompli in the future, if the society retains its 
present quarters.' 

Death of Dr. Geo. J. Bernays. — On December 16 last, at 
12.30 p. M., Dr. Geo. J. Bernays, an old and well-known 
practitioner of this city, died of erysipelas, after a compara- 
tively short illness. He was born in the Pfalz, Germany, on 
April 24, 1825, and after having completed his course at the 
gymnasium, he entered the University of Wiirtzburg, where 
he obtained his degree in medicine. He next went to Lon- 
don, and finally arrived in St. Louis in 1851. He immediately 
acquired a good practice, and, during the war, held the chair 
of obstetrics in the Humboldt Medical College. In 1867 he 
removed to Lebanon, Ills., on account of impaired health con- 
tracted through overwork. Here he remained until 1872, 
when he went to Germany. In 1877 he returned to St. Louis 
and remained in active practice until his demise. Dr. Ber- 
nays, senior, as he was called, was well-known in this city, 
and his sudden death was both surprising and painful to his 
numerous friends. On December 18, he was cremated in ac- 
cordance with his wishes — his pall-bearers being all young 
members of the profession to whom he had endeared him- 
self. His older friends acted as an honorary funeral escort 
in accordance with his last wishes. We, who knew him per- 
sonally, can not find words to express our sorrow at his 
demise. His many good qualities often manifested had made 
him a friend — one of those rare acquisitions which cause us 
pain to lose. Peace to his ashes ! 
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Fatty Tumor Complicating Femoral Hernia. By F J. 
LuTZ, M. D., of St. Louis. 

On the evening of the 22d of November, 1888, I saw Mrs. 
K., 40 years old and the mother of four children. On the pre* 
vious day her menstrual flow had begun, it being then her reg- 
ular time. The symptoms for which she sought relief were 
intermittent pain, referreckto the umbilical region, and in- 
cessant vomiting. Both symptoms had existed for six hours. 
The pain had come on suddenly and in an hour was followed 
by vomiting. Her vomit consisted, when I saw her, of 
mucus intermingled with bile and the water she had taken 
between vomits to quench her thirst. 

Her personal history is unimportant, medically, there be- 
ing no hereditary or acquired constitutional taint, and her 
family history is good. About eight years ago, she acquired 
rupture from heavy lifting, and her physician ordered a truss, 
which she has worn faithfully. Occasionally, however, the 
hernia would appear below the truss, and then it was with 
some difficulty that she succeeded in returning it into the 
cavity of the abdomen. 

Excluding, without delay, other causes for her symptoms, 
I at once 'proceeded to examine the site of the hernia. I 
found it to be a femoral hernia on the left side. The tumor is 
the size of a goose-egg, tense and painful to the touch, and 
extends upwardly above Poupart's ligament. By careful pal- 
pation, I made out two distinct parts of the tumor, the 
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outer half feeling doughy and flabby, and presenting an un- 
even surface ; the inner more tense and compressible. The 
diagnosis was entero-epiplocele. 

Aided by the patient's intelligent change of position^ 
anatomically speaking, I employed taxis as a means of reduc-^ 
tion, but unsuccessfully. Under ether, I succeeded in reduc- 
ing the inner half of the tumor. It glided back into the 
abdomen rapidly, but without a perceptible sound. The 
outer half of the tumor now assumed the position formerly 
/ occupied by the intestine, and, in spite of repeated efforts, I 

did not succeed in reducing it into the abdomen, nor could I 
introduce my finger into the mouth of the hernial sac, because 
it was occluded by the outer half of the contents of the sac. 

I persuaded myself, that the doughy irregular mass, which 
had resisted a|| efforts at reduction, was probably a portion of 
the omentum, which had become adherent to the sac, and as 
I was sure of having returned the intestines, I left my patient 
for the night, with a hypodermatic injection of i gr. of 
morphine, and ordered ice to be applied locally. 

On my return, next morning, I learned that she had slept for 
some hours following the hypodermatic, but that on awaken- 
ing she had again vomited and had continued to do so at ir- 
regular intervals. The umbilical pain had also returned. 
The tumor was not larger than I left it, nor was it very pain- 
ful to the touch. 

The patient readily assented to the proposed operation. 

The sac was reached through an incision parallel to Pou- 
part's ligament. It contained about half an ounce of dark- 
colored odorless serum. Its contents proved to be a knuckle 
of intestine, the size of a hazelnut, hidden behind a lobular 
mass of fat. The presenting surface of the bowel was dis- 
colored, but I argued from the odorless condition of the serum 
in the sac and from the fact that a portion of the incarcerated 
bowel had been returned on the previous evening, that in all 
probability the circulation in the remaining incarcerated por- 
tion was not entirely cut off. This opinion was strengthened, 
when I found that the protruding bowel slipped into the 
abdomen on slight pressure. The mouth of the sac was now 
free, and I could just pass my index finger through it into the 
abdomen. The outer half of the tumor was attached to the 
hernial sac, about half an inch from its mouth, by a very slen- 
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der pedicle, which I first tied and then cut off with the scis- 
BoiB. It had no connections with the abdomen, and the per- 
itoneum between its pedicle and the mouth of the sac was 
perfectly smooth. 

The sac was loosened from itB attachments, pulled out as 
far as practical, tied in two parts with strong catgut, cut off 
and dropped. The wound was dusted with iodoform, a rubber 
drainage tube inserted at the dependent corner, and dosed 
with catgut. Union occurred by first intention, except where 
the tube was. After one week union throughout. 

The interesting question in connection with this case is 
the nature and origin of the mass which formed part of the 
hernial tumor. The first suggestion coming to mind would 
regard the tumor as part of the omentum, which at some 
time bad become attached to the inner surface of the hernial 
sac (as both the intestines and omentum quite frequently do), 
and then subsequently had been detached from the omentum 
by means of constriction of the neck of the sac and the to-and- 
fro movements of the intestine as it passed into and out of 
the sac. 

The tumor has a pedicle, is distinctly lobular, being com- 
posed of a large heart-shaped portion, to which is attached 
another pear-shaped lobe, about one-third as large as the 




Fig. 7. ShowiDE Kelation of Tnmor to Hernial Opening. P— Ped- 
icle of Tumor A — Heratal Opening. 

former (Fig. 7). The circumference of the entire mass was 
three inches. The hernial sac would hold about three ouncesof 
fluid. 

Tumors of the peritoneum are comparatively rare. 
Primary malignant growths occur even less frequently than 
the connective tissue tumors — lipomata, fibromata and 
myxomata. 
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Under the microBcope this tumor preeente all the charact- 
eriBticB of a fatty tumor fFig S) and there is absent any ar- 




Fig 8 MicroBcopic Section of Fatty Tumor X200 
rangement bf tiBSue from which it could be inferred that it was 
a portion of the omentum — especially is the peculiar ar- 




Fig 9 Microscopic Section of OmentDm X 100 
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rangement of the fat cells along the blood vessels^ which is 
characteristic of the omentum (Fig. 9) wanting. 

I therefore incline to the opinion that it is a sub-peritoneal 
fatty tumor of the hernial sac. 



Note on Anthomya Canicularis. Invasion of the Vagina 

BY THE LaRVuE, PRODUCINa NYMPHOMANIA. By FrANK L, 

James, M. D., of St. Louis. 

The recent contributions and correspondence which have 
appeared in this journal on the ravages of the larvse of the fly, 
Anthomya Canicularis, commonly known as *^ screw worm; " 
the reported cases of myasis narium which occurred in 
Illinois, and several cases which were treated in our city insti* 
tutions, but which have not yet been reported; as well as 
private correspondence on the subject from Illinois, Texas 
and New Mexico, seem to point to the fact that the insect is 
on the increase in the temperate and sub-tropical regions of 
North America, and to render any information concerning the 
dreaded and but little-known ** screw worm " timely. 

In searching the literature of the subject (which appears 
to be very scanty), I found a reference which proved to be 
exceedingly interesting and important, and I have therefore 
translated the gist of it for our readers. The original is a 
letter addressed by Dr. R. Wernicke, of Buenos Ayres, to the 
Anales del Circulo Medico Argentino, for August, 1888. Dr. 
Wernicke says : 

*' The larvse of various flies present themselves, from time 
to time, as agents productive of more or less serious diseases. 
Among us (in Buenos Ayres) the aflfections of this description 
most frequently seen are those produced by anthropophagous 
flies which seek to establish nurseries of their larvse in the 
nasal fossse and the cavities directly communicating therewith. 
Such, for instance, is myasis (narium), of which we have an- 
nually one or more instances under treatment in our hospitals. 
Other carnivorous flies have the custom of selecting their 
nests in equally inconvenient cavities in the body, the larvse 
afterward literally ' eating their nests.' 

*^The larvse which I have under consideration now are 
fortunately much rarer guests in the human body than many 
other kinds; references to them are very limited, and in all 
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the cases which have hitherto come under my personal ob- 
servation, they have developed in the intestines. They are 
the larvae of anthomya, and are commonly guests of the 
digestive canal of dogs. 

'^ The anthomyas deposit their eggs upon certain shrubs, 
plants, weeds, grasses, etc., from which they pass to the 
stomach of dogs, where they develop and produce greater or 
less disturbance, according to the number of eggs accidentally 
ingested by the animal. If the quantity be small no great 
damage is done. They finally escape with the excrement, are 
encapsuled in the soil and thence emerge as nymphse or per- 
fect flies. By a similar accident the eggs may pass to the 
human stomach and there develop in the same manner. 
They do not remain in the small intestine or colon, but estab- 
lish themselves preferably in the ampulla of the rectum, 
where they set up inflammatory symptoms of great severity — 
burning, aching, tenesmus, etc., attended with muco-sanguin- 
olent discharges. 

**The gravity of the symptoms can easily be understood 
when we see the cause, and take into consideration the size 
and shape of the parasites, the character and hardness of the 
excrescences and bristles which project from the body and 
know tliat the excrescences constitute a sort of boring machine 
or minute drill, which enables the larvse to perforate the sof. 
structures of the body and make their way through them at will 

** The case to which I wish especially to refer in this note 
is one which occurred in the clinic of Dr. E. del Arco (cathe- 
dratic alternate in the chair of materia medica and therapeutics 
of the faculty here), and for the details of which I am indebted 
to his kindness. 

*'The patient was a young lady, who, without known 
cause, began to experience symptoms of sexual excitation of 
great intensity, the se];Lsations being accompanied by a feeling 
of excoriation in the vagina, moisture and a slight vaginal 
discharge. 

" An irrigation of the vagina brought away several little 
cylindrical bodies, one of which Dr. del Arco sent me to ex- 
amine. After the expulsion of these creatures, minute though 
they were, the sexual excitation began to subside and soon 
returned to normal limits. 



9.] 



Note on Anthomya Cuiicularis. 



"We could not leara whether the patient had passed away 
similaT bodies previonaly to this irrigation, nor could I dis- 
cover whether sabsequent injectione brought away any more. 
Examination, however, developed the fact that the foreign 
bodies thus expelled were larvee of anthomya, a picture of 
which drawn by my student, Mr. Marcellino Herrera, and ac- 
compaoying this note, gives an idea of its size and shape. 
[Our etching is similar to that of Mr. Herrera, though drawn 
to a smaller scale and somewhat more in detail. F. L. J.] 

"The explanation of the presence of the ]arvEe in the 
v^na is not difGcnlt to arrive at. They had been developed in 
the rectal pouch and had migrated through the parietes. I 
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cannot believe it possible that the eggs were deposited in the 
vagina. 

"That the sharp and stiff limbs of the creatures had set 
np the vaginal irritation which produced the series of symp- 
toms above referred to, is proven by tbe subsidence of sexual 
hyper excitation and the disappearance of the vaginal flux 
after their removal. 

" In conclusion, I think that while the fact that the migra- 
tion of an intestinal parasitic larva may not have any great 
practical importance, it is certainly of scientific interest to 
know that the same may occur from the rectum to the vagina, 
and may give rise to nymphomania and, consequently, 
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when a train of symptoms, like those described, arises, no time 
should be lost in giving appropriate irrigations." 

The foregoing completes what Dr. Wernicke has to say on 
the subject. Dunglison (Medical Dictionary) under the title 
Anthomya canicularis simply refers to Parasites, under which 
heading anthomya is given as an entozoon infesting the 
intestines. If we are correctly informed, the fly, the larvae of 
which are known as ''screw worms " in Texas and in Illinois, 
lays its eggs in the nasal cavity, usually of sheep, and not on 
'' shrubs and grasses." Under the circumstances we think it 
very probable that the South American insect and that which 
obtains in this country are not the same, and that the latter 
has been incorrectly referred. We should be much obliged if 
those correspondents who have opportunities of seeing and 
treating cases of myasis narium would send us specimens of 
the larvae, and, if possible, of the egg-laying imago. 



Clinical Heports. 

A Case of Urticaria Traceable to Iodoform. By C. H. 
Powell, A. M., M. D., of St. Louis. 

There is perhaps no drug in the materia medica so 
universally employed as is iodoform. In the hands of the 
surgeon is its use principally restricted, who stands ever 
ready to apply it to erosions, ulcerations and the various other 
wounds. That it possesseR virtues, there can be no doubt ; 
but subjects are occasionally met with who manifest 
constitutional disturbances, clearly traceable to iodoform, 
which contraindicate its further use. Why many patients 
will tolerate the drug applied frequently and in large quan 
titles, whereas others will pass through a train of disagreeable 
symptoms after a single application can be explained only on 
the hypothesis of an organization of body peculiarly suscep- 
tible to its influence. Such cases are now and then met with 
in practice which illustrate that even the most apparently 
harmless drugs to the many are violent toxic agents to the 
few. I have under my care a boy about eight years of age, 
who, several weeks ago fell and sustained a compound fracture 
of radius and ulna (right arm). The wound, being small, was 
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sealed up after reduction and setting were completed, and the 
arm placed in plaster of paris. After removal, union was com. 
plete, but the wound, although filled with healthy granulations, 
was patent, and I dressed the part with iodoform, and padded 
the splint extensively where the wound was to rest. A few 
days later the patient returned somewhat alarmed by the 
appearance over his entire body of an eruption which he 
stated gave him the most intense discomfort. Nausea and 
vomiting had both existed with cephalalgia and gastralgia. 
Inspection revealed the characteristic wheals over face, 
back of neck, and sternum. The injured arm presented 
a most interesting condition: The wound was elevated, 
around its margin numerous elevations, some papular, others 
vesicular in character were observed. The entire arm, from 
wrist to coronoid process, was covered with these elevations ; 
the blood vessels were deeply congested, giving to the arm 
the appearance of an intense form of eczema. Gave a lax- 
ative internally, followed by mist. acid, lactic, essentia, pep. 
aini, after meals. Stopped the application of iodoform, using 
instead the zinc ointment, and told patient to return in a few 
days. Patient presented himself three days later with the 
complete disappearance of all the symptoms. The change 
in the condition of the arm was really wonderful, the wound 
almost closed, and that too in so short a space of time. 

In hospital, as well as private practice, I have frequently 
used iodoform, and, to my knowledge, this is the first instance 
of any toxical effects observed from the drug in my hands. 



Epithelioma of the Penis. Clinic of Waldo Briggs, M. D., 
Professor of Clinical Surgery and of Genito-Urinary Sur- 
gery, Beaumont Hospital Medical College. Reported by 
C. W. Lillie, M. D., of St. Louis. 

M. C, thirty-nine years of age, laborer. This patient 
presents himself at this clinic for retention of urine. His 
general appearance would indicate that his health was com- 
paratively good, and yet he appears to be much older than he 
says he is; indeed, he looks to be about fifty years of age. 
At this time he shows the evidence of severe suflTering from 
the retention, and when we consider the different causes of 
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retention, we will find that this is rather an unusual one, 
as we see, now that we examine his genitals, that his penis 
has been amputated about one and one-half inches from the 
pubis, and that it presents no indications of the existence of 
the urethra. It will be remembered by those who were pres- 
ent at my clinic last year, that this patient was presented to 
them, with an ulcer, which we diagnosed an epithelioma, 
about as large as a silver dime, and that I advised him at that 
time, that amputation offered him about his only hope of a 
perfect recovery ; but from the fact that he was unable, from 
want of means, to secure a proper place to stay and receive 
the necessary after-treatment, he could not have the operation 
performed. 

I (fid, however, at that time, remove the growth, at the 
same time informing him that I believed it would be of only 
temporary benefit. We then lost sight of him until to-day. 

He now informs us that after the operation here last year, 
it got entirely well, and remained so for about six months, 
when the disease returned with greater severity than before. 
He had now returned to his home in Iowa, where he con- 
sulted the family physician, who advised removal of the 
penis, which was done about three months ago. The wound 
healed rapidly, but shortly after the operation there was en- 
largement of the inguinal glands of the right side, which 
finally ulcerated, showing the distinctive character of epi- 
thelioma. The pain and inconvenience from this condition 
finally induced him to go to Kansas City, where the glands 
were removed, but there is now no indication that the repara- 
tive process will ever heal the wound, which is almost as 
large as when it was made. 

So far as the disease of the glands is concerned, surgical 
interference would be useless, but an operation for the relief 
of the retention is imperative and his conditition can be very 
much improved by it. 

Now, as to the cause of the retention : In this case we find, 
as we remarked before, no external urethral opening. This 
condition is due to the improper method of amputation ; as no 
provision was made for the retraction of the urethra, and as the 
wound healed, the cicatrix has gradually encroached upon the 
opening until now we have an opening through which we can- 
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not introduce the smallest probe, and but a small quantity 
of urine is with the greatest difficulty passed in drops. 

The proper metiiod of amputation of the penis is to 
divide the corpus spongiosum about one-half inch further 
forward than the corpora cavernosa^ then split the urethra 
above and below, and suture it to the skin on each side. The 
skin should be drawn well forward before it is severed^ as it 
might otherwise project beyond the stump and render it 
quite difficult to ligate the arteries, of which there are two 
which usually require ligatures, the dorsal artery and the 
artery of the septum. 

As the urethral opening cannot be found on the stump, it 
will be necessary to hunt for it in the cicatrical tissue. 

[Cocaine was then applied and an opening made about a 
half inch deep, when the urethra was found and hooked up 
with a tenaculum. It was then fixed by four sutures in the 
manner directed above in amputation of this organ. As soon 
as the operation was completed, the patient was directed to 
pass his urine, which he did, in a full stream, and with com- 
parative ease, expressing himself as greatly relieved]. 



Corresponbence. 

PHILADELPHIA SCIENCE DISSECTED. 
Editors St. Louis Medical and Surgical Journal : 

Urbanity is a good thing to have. But the modern urb$j 
it seems, does not pride itself any more upon its ownership. 
This at least, if I may draw an inference from the rejoinder in 
the Medical Register of Philadelphia, the style of which most 
vividly reminds one of the parlance of sailors or cowboys. 

Strictly speaking^ I am under no obligation to answer the 
railing which the '^ prominent representative of the center of 
medical science " hurls at me : 

<< Immodest words admit of no defense, 
For want of deoency is want of sense. '' 

But it is amusing to notice how in sacrificing his dignity, 
the worthy of the "City of Brotherly Love'' forfeits his sagacity, 
and to see how the barbed hook, which in his efforts to disen- 
tangle himself pierces all the deeper into the proud flesh of 
his ignorance, makes him cut curious capers in trying to 
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revenge on my temper the deep resentment of his boundless 
conceit. 

The learned perpetrator of the editorial in the Medical Regis- 
ter of Dec, 23, must believe the readers of his journal most 
egregious thick-skulls if he thinks he can accomplish his re- 
demption by the old tricks of ** laying on heavier than be- 
fore." 

In his first article the savant of the Medical Register blun- 
dered, simply, in using the principle of the Davy safety lamp 
as an illustration of the idea advanced^ viz., — keeping malaria 
out of habitations by the use of wire gauze. In his rejoinder 
to my criticisms (on page 589 of the last volume of the Register) 
in the unguarded wrath of his polemical disquisition, he so 
far loses his wits as to even suggest wire gauze as a means of 
keeping out atmospheric air I This fact removes the only 
excuse for the first blunder which the savant could have had, 
viz., — that it was a passing inadvertence, and clinches (what 
was before a supposition) the fact that it was due to unparal- 
lelled and inexcusable ignorance of the first principles of nat- 
ural philosophy. 

How, will the savant of the Register tell me, could the 
Davy lamp burn and furnish a light if the wire gauze prevent- 
ed the entrance of atmospheric air? And his poor consump- 
tives ! The wire gauze ** excludes the atmospheric air" and 
yet they are to perform the feat of breathing through it ! Ver- 
ily, Messieurs Editors, difficile estsatyram non scriherel 

All this is comical enough ; but it is when we come to the 
climax of the Register's editor's scientific reconstruction, 
where he undertakes a reference to Pasteur's experiments 
upon rabbits, that his little knowledge shows itself to be in- 
deed a dangerous thing. His illustration or reference here is 
a lucus a non lucendo of the finest description. In defence of 
his idea of the use of wire gauze as an excluder of malaria, he 
cites the fact that the French savant, in order to prevent in- 
fection during his experiments, surrounded his rabbits with 
that material. He does not seem to known that the gauze 
was not intended as an excluder of the germs of infection 
themselves, but of the carriers thereof, flies and other in- 
sects. 

One can scarcely be astonished after such specimens of 
ratiocination that the learned Philadelphian ends his lucubra- 
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tion with a — lunatic asylum ,to which.however he would consign 
the writer. Such allusions simply denote & lack of wisdom on 
the part of their author and, it aeems to me of common pru- 
dence as well. If, in order to get out of a little dilemma in 
argument he be 80 ready to consign one to a lunatic asylum, 
one can not help wondering what the fellow would do — or 
would not do, for a consideration I 

The Captious Critic. 



an organism to be named. 
Editors St. Louis Medical and Sorgical Journal ; 
, I have had a good deal of trouble in treating three cases of 
eczema rubrum. To-day I placed some of the exudation under 
a 1-10 objective and found the field full of minute organisms, 
of the appearance of which the drawings give a fair idea. A 
i objective would not reveal them, and a i showed black dots 
only, but the higher power brought them out beautifully. If 
not too much trouble, tell me what they are. 

Ottawa, Kas., January 17, 1889. W. F. Wilkins. 







Fig. 11, Objects ae seen uoder a one-tentli inch objective. 



Note by the Editors. We herewith present a faithful 
reproduction of the sketches sent us by Mr. Wilkins, in the 
hope that some of our friends may name the organism there- 
&om. We do not recognize in the figures any form of micro- 
scopic organism familiar to us, though the drawings would 
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suggest some of the sponges. The spicules resemble those of 
halichondria. The data given by Dr. Wilkins are altogether 
insufficient for us to form an idea, however, as to what class of 
micro-organism to refer the specimen. In regard to the am- 
plification necessary to make them visible, if our correspondent 
has drawn his figures to scale a good '* one-quarter," properly 
manipulated, should have no difficulty in showing all the de- 
tails here given. Indeed,a good half inch objective should do it. 
We would be obliged to Dr. Wilkins for a mount of the objects, 
or for some of the material. Concerningthe ability of spongillse 
to produce skin eruptions, we have the testimony of the 
veteran authority on American fresh water sponges, Henry 
Mills, of Buffalo, who related a curious and intresting case in 
point at the Columbus meeting of the American Society of 
Microscopists, and which we published in the November (1888) 
number of the Journal, page 327. 
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A QUESTION OF VERACITY. 

At the Columbus meeting of the American Society of 
Microscopists, Dr. Frank L. James, one of the editors of this 
journal, was present and reported a paper or talk by Prof. H. 
J. Detmers of the Ohio State University, in which Dr. Det- 
mers purported to give the result of his experience during a 
recent tour in Europe. The '* paper ■ ' was entitled ** What I 
saw in the Optical Establishments of Germany '', and was 
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delivered ofi-hand by Dr. Detmers. Some notes were taken 
at the time, but for fear that they were not correct, Dr. Det- 
mers was requested to give his notes to Dr. James. He did 
not do this, but on the evening of the day upon which he de- 
livered his remarks, came to the room of Dr. James at the 
hotel at which both were stopping, and repeated all that he 
had said during the morning. The notes thus taken were 
written up and published in the Journal for September. 
They have since been widely copied both in this country 
and abroad. A copy of the Journal containing them was 
mailed to Dr. Detmers immediately after it was issued. The 
substance of the report was copied into the American Micro- 
acopical Journal within a few weeks after it was published, and 
if Dr. Detmers had any corrections to make we have never 
heard of them. 

Shortly after the republication of our report of the pro- 
ceedings of the American Society of Microscopists was pub- 
lished, we received a copy of a letter from Dr. Roderick Zeiss 
addressed to Mr. Smiley, publisher of the American Micro^ 
scopical Journal, denying in toto Dr. Detmers' statements, and 
characterizing the Doctor's whole *' paper" as a ** fairy 
story." Mr. Smiley, in a note transmitting the letter of Dr. 
Zeiss, asked Dr. James what he should do in the premises. 
The reply was ** publish the letter. I appeal to you and to 
every member of the Society present on the occasion, as to 
the absolute truthfulness of my report." 

Mr. Smiley did not publish the letter and so far as we 
are aware made no mention of the affair. When we saw the 
letter of Dr. Van Heurck in the Journal de Micrographie we 
were tempted to translate, publish and reply to it, but in the 
hope that if nothing were said Dr. Detmers' imprudence 
might be lost sight of, refrained from so doing. 

In the January number of the Microscope, however, just at 
hand, we find that Dr. Detmers, on being questioned on the 
subject by the editors of that journal, replied that ** great in- 
justice had been done him in the report " (which we had 
given) and further requested them to wait for the proceedings 
of the American Society of Microscopists for a correct copy of 
what he said. 

This brings the matter to a point where it becomes a direct 
question of veracity between Dr. James and Dr. Detmers. Dr. 
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James confidently appeals to every member of the Society 
who was present and heard Dr. Detmers' remarks, as to the 
absolute truthfulness of the report given by him. He cer- 
tainly had no occasion to misquote Dr. Detmers, and that he 
had the kindliest feelings toward the doctor is evidenced by 
the way in which he has spoken of him, not only on that oc- 
casion, but on many others within the past four or five years. 
That he believed Dr. Detmers is also patent from the tone of 
his report, and the fact that he knew that both this journal 
and the National Druggist of which he is editor and which 
contained almost identically the same report, went to the 
Journal of the Royal Society ^ the Journal de Micrographie and 
other foreign journals, all of which are in the habit of copy- 
ing from both publications. He would certainly not have 
published anything of the sort had he have had any idea that ^ 
Dr. Detmers was "romancing." 

As to Dr. Detmers waiting for the proceedings of the 
American Society before making an answer, we can see no 
reason for it. Let him answer now. There were not very 
many persons present when he made his talk, but there were 
enough to decide as to whether he said what is alleged by Dr. 
James, or not. 

We assert in the most positive manner that, barring the 
inaccuracies necessarily attendant upon reporting Dr. Det- 
mers (which all who have ever heard him speak will under- 
stand), our report is substantially correct, and will stand or 
fall by it. 



THE CRY OF TOO MANY MEDICAL JOURNALS. 

Some of our cotemporaries, having had their say 
upon the question of the overcrowding in the medical 
profession, and having given what they considered the 
best means of preventing the evil, are now turning 
their attention to the same condition in medical journalism. 
Admitting that there are too many journals, especially 
of an inferior character, in the language of the immortal 
monopolist^ ''What are we going to do about it?'' Those 
who are most directly interested in the matter are not making 
any very loud complaints, and a few of them, at least, seem 
to be taken. Many have died, and others of the same mush- 



1889.] Editorials. 89 

room growth have sprung into existence. But the fault does, 
not lie with these journals or with their projectora. It is a 
matter which is entirely due to the existence of a "Class to 
which each desires to cater. Did that class not exist, the 
raison d^Hre of these apologies for medical journals would 
soon cease and inanition would speedily terminate their 
existence. Then again^ it may be said not to be in the best 
taste for journals 4o place themselves upon pedestals of their 
own. making and thence to criticize those who are engaged 
in the same field. Such expressions K>f approval or dis- 
approval would be more in place coming from readers who 
have no motive except that of expressing an honest 
opinion* And right here we must distinguish between various 
classes of readers, each one of which desires and is willing to 
pay for a certain sort of matter. 

It is impossible, at this day, to publish a journal that will 
suit everybody, and it becomes the duty of editors to endeavor 
to learn the tastes of the majority of their readers and give them 
that for which they are most desirous. On the other hand, 
a journal in the course of time will have created its readers, to 
a certain extent, audits duty is plainly, to see to it that they re- 
ceive the best, the newest,and the most useful of reading matter. 
Speaking from experience, we can say tha^ the Journal has 
found this the best and most profitable course. It has found 
t so profitable, ind eed, that it has not a word to say against the 
arge number of journals now printed, nor as, to their 
character. 



"REPUTABLE ABORTIONISTS." 

A few weeks ago the Chicago Times employed a female re- 
porter to visit the reputable physicians of that city, and, 
under pretence, of being pregnant and desiring to be rid of 
the foetus, to learn just who was and who was not to be in- 
duced to undertake the V' little operation." The woman was 
young and presumably good looking;, that she was sharp and 
utterly unscrupulous as to methods of attaining the desired 
ends, goes without saying. 

The scheme proved a veritable drag-net for a very large 
number of the profession, a howling success for the journal, 
and a big advertisement all around. It developed the fact 
that in Chicago there existed (and still exist) a very large 
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percentage of men, regular graduates of reputable schools 
members of the profession in good standing, and presumably 
honorable practitioners, who were ready for money to commit 
murder. 

It also developed the fact there were men, and these con* 
stituting the larger proportions of those whom she visited,, 
whom neither het gold, nor her tears and pathetic beseechings^ 
could swerve from the path of honor and rectitude. The 
journal in question has from day to day filled its pages with 
verbatim reports of the occurrences at each visit paid by the 
reporter and thus furnished reading matter prurient enough 
and nasty enough to suit the tastes of any class^ of readers. 

The revelations have stinted ,up a storm in Chicago 
medical circled. The Medical Spoiety had taken the matter 
in hand and there seems to be a determination to prosecute to 
the bitter end those whom the reporter accuses of willingness 
to acquiesce in her nefarious propositions. The matter is 
yet in abeyance and we await the outcome with considerable 
interest. 

In the meantime, our cotemporaries in Chicago and else- 
where are discussing the whole affair from various stand > 
points, as might be expected: Some seem to be entirely 
satisfied with the modus operandi , and to look only at results, 
actual and prospective ; while others condemn the methods 
but accept the revelations as accomplished facts. All are, . 
however, agreed that the affair should not be allowed to rest 
where it is. In this latter sentiment we concur ; but we beg to 
remind those who are for immediate expulsion of members of 
the society and ^' making an example " of all who are accused, 
that there are two sides to every story, and that making a 
charge of this sort and proving it are two very different things. 

The mere testimony of a young woman who is so deeply 
versed in matters of the sort, as this reporter seems to have 
been ; who is willing to lend herself for pay (for it was merely 
a matter of bargain and hire between her and the journal 
that employed her) to such representations as, by her own 
confession, she made the physicians, will be scarcely suffi- 
cient testimony on which to secure a conviction in courts of 
law, where the cases must go. 

Perhaps the journal in question has taken the precaution 
to have her testimony substantiated; if so, let the work of 
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cleansing the profession of the men who are caught in her 
drag-net be dealt with promptly and effectively. No senli* 
ment of friendship or pity should be allowed to, intervene be- 
tween them and prompt expulsion from the ranks of the pro- 
fession and the toils of the law. To use the expression of 
the dead soldier who as President of the United States was 
appealed to to protect old friends and comrades caught in 
crime, '^ Let no guilty man escape I " 

UNDER WHICH PRESIDENT? 

Several times withih its history the St. Louis Medical So- 
ciety, either by its acts as a body, or by the acts of individual 
members or factions thereof, has furnished matter of a more 
or less sensational character for the secular press. No event, 
however, that has hitherto occurred an the course of its long 
career^ has eclipsed or equaled in sensational features, the 
result of the recent annual election of oflBicers, and the em- 
broglio arising therefrom, the publication of the details of 
which in the daily journals of this city, together with the va- 
rious communications and interviews on the subject, form a 
chapter in the history of the society which can scarcely be 
considered conducive to that respect with which such a body 
should be regarded by the laity. Indeed, we can scarcely 
conceive anything better calculated to bring the association, 
its members and physicians generally into disgrace, and to de- 
stroy the sentiments of respect and honor hitherto accorded 
by the public to the dignity of the medical profession. 

Briefly stated, the St. Louis Medical Society is to-day a 
house arrayed against itself, an association disassociated, 
a society disorganized and divided into two factions, each 
claiming to be the ancient and true organization, and each 
supporting by word and deed a president declared to be the 
true and lawful president of the St. Louis Medical Society. 

We will not go into the details ; they are well — only too 
well and widely known already, having been printed and dis- 
cussed in almost every issue of the daily journals of this city, 
ever since the occurrence of the first revolutionary act in the 
series of events which now threatens the very existence of 
the institution ; but as medical journalists and as members of 
the society, we cannot, even though we wished to do so, shirk 
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a discussion of the status of affairs and placing ourselves upon 
record. ^ In ^so doing, we simply face an issue forced upon 
US; and do not desire to pose as the champion of any cause 
except that of the Society itself and of the great principles of 
law and order upon which it is founded. 

Viewing the matter in this light we do not hesitate to de- 
clare that we regard Dr. Fflank J. Lutz as the lawful president 
of the St. Louis Medical Society, and that the proceedings 
held by the Society, or the fraction thereoif that were present 
on the night of January 12, are revolutionary and entirely 
at variance with and subversive of his rights as such. Our 
reasons therefor are brief, and may be summed up as follows : 

The St. Louis Medical Society is a chartered institution, 
and as such governed by the laws of the State of Missouri 
regulating the methods of conducting certain portions of the 
affairs of all chartered institutions ; amphg others, of holding 
elections. The constitution and by-laws of the society pre- 
scribe the time and manner of holding the annual election 
ior officers, and to be legal, the election must be held strictly 
in accordance therewith. 

No one disputes, so far as we are aware, the fact that the 
^election held January 6 was conducted in accordance with the 
law ; nor, so far as we are aware, is there any ground upon 
^hich to dispute the fact that the result of this election, as 
;shown by the face of the returns, was the choice of Dr. Lutz 
as president^ and the secretary of the Society so certified. 

If the by-laws of the society do not provide for the method 
of contesting an election, such contest must be governed by 
the general and statute law of the commonwealth. The idea 
that an election, held upon the day and in the form prescribed 
by law, can be overturned and wiped out by such methods as 
those pursued by the defeated candidate for the office and his 
followers on the night of January 12, is not for a moment to be 
entertained. It is revolutionary and anarchistic, and utterly 
opposed not only to the rights of individuals under the law^ 
but to good sense and good order everywhere. 

Assuming for the sake of argument, that Dr. Love had 
good grounds for contesting the election of Dr. Lutz, his 
course on that occasion, and that of his friends, was surely 
not in accordance with either the law governing such matters 
or with the parliamentary usages which obtain even in non- 
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chartered associations. What his method of procedure 
should have been, it is not necessary here to state. The 
opportnnity has lapsed, and we need not dwell upon it. 

The '* election" of Dr. Leman completed the fiasco. 
There was no vacancy to be filled. If Dr. Lutz was not 
elected, Dr. Love certainly was. Having raised the issue it 
was plainly the duty of the latter to push the contest, and 
until the question as to whom the office legally belongs was 
decided, the new vice-president, conceirning whom there was 
no contest, should have occupied the chair. 

These points it seems to us are self-evident and need no 
argument to sustain them. The question as to whether Dr, 
Love had any valid grounds upon which to contest the elec- 
tion cuts no figure in our view of the case. As a matter of 
fact we do not believe that he had; but whether he had or 
not, his course in the matter throughout, has been revolution- 
ary and contrary to the interests of the society, which should 
be, and are, above all considerations of personal ambition. The 
policy which dictated the course pursued is simply the old, 
old story of "rule or ruin" which throughout the ages has 
been the wrecker of states and dynasties, as well as of fami- 
lies and societies, — that " vaulting ambition which o'erleaps 
itself and falls on t'other side." 

In conclusion, we sincerely hope that some of the older 
heads, the men who in years past stood at the helm and 
piloted the society through the troublous days post bellum when 
men's passions ran higher and the blood was hotter than it is 
now, will come to the front and with wise, conservative and 
conciliatory counsel find a means of bringing order out of the 
chaos into which we are now plunged. 



Department of Znicroscopg. 

The Bacillus of Eberth. — M. Rodet in pursuing his in- 
vestigations as to the methods of differentiating this bacillus 
(typhoid) has found that while all other bacilli contained in 
water are destroyed by a temperature of from 44*^ to 45° C 
(111,2° to 113° F.) cultures of Eberth's bacillus seem to 
thrive excellently. He concludes, therefore, that when we 
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find bacilli living and thriving in water that has been raised 
to this temperature we may conclude that they are those of 
Eberth. 

The Microscope for January. — This exponent of Amer- 
ican microscopy contains among its leading original contribu- 
tions, a paper by F. W. Weir on Cleaning Recent Diatomaceous 
Material ; an illustrated paper by Dr. Tom Taylor, microsco« 
pist to the Agricultural Department, Washington, on a New 
Combination Microtome, and a pleasant letter from Charles 
E. Bessey on Vacation Notes on some Botanical Laboratories. 
A biographical Sketch of Dr. Wm. J. Lewis, president of the 
American Society of Microscopists, accompanied by an ad- 
mirable portrait of the doctor, completes the list of original 
contributions. The technological department, correspond- 
ence, and ^' news and notes'" are full and interesting. The 
Microscope commences its ninth year and volume with 
the present number, a fact which affords a good excuse for 
everybody who wants a good journal of microscopy to send 
the Microscope Publishing Co. one dollar for a year's sub- 
scription. 

Peptonized Milk Jelly as a Cultivating Medium. — In 
the St. Petersburger Mediziniache Wochenachriftj Fraulein Ras- 
kin describes a new and easily-made culture medium as fol- 
lows : Warm 1000 parts of fresh milk to 60^ or 70^ C. (from 
140° to 160° F.) and add from 60 to 70 parts of dry gelatin. 
As soon as the gelatin is dissolved, increase the heat and bring 
to a boil, keeping up ebullition until there is a complete coag- 
ulation of the casein. Strain through a linen cloth into a wide 
glass receiver, and let stand until the fatty contents of the 
colate rise to the surface. When this has occurred, skim off or 
remove the fat as perfectly as possible, and add sufficient pep- 
tone to make one percent of the remaining liquid, and care- 
fully neutralize with sodium carbonate. The result is a clear, 
limpid jelly, the nutritive properties of which are increased by 
the addition of a small amount of cooking salt. A peptonized 
milk agar-agar medium may also be made in a somewhat simi- 
lar manner. To the fresh milk are added, for each litre, 50 grams 
of gelatin and from 5 to 7 pieces of agar-agar finely minced. 
Let stand at the ordinary temperature of the living room or 
laboratory for fourteen hours, and then bring to a boil and 
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keep so until separation of casein takes place as before (or 
about 8 hours). The casein and fat are separated as in the 
preparation of the simple jelly. The authoress also describes 
casein-gelatin and casein-agar culture media, but no especial 
merits are claimed for them. In the case of the peptonized 
milk jelly and peptonized milk agar-agar, she claims that the 
bacillus of glanders thrives most luxuriantly, at 37^ to 38^ C. 
(100*^ to 102*'F.) producing a thick dull- white crust on the sec- 
ond day after inoculation. On the fourth day, the color be- 
comes amber, then orange, the deepest strata becoming 
brownish red. 

Balsam of Tolu for Mounting Purposes. — Keller, who 
has for some time past advocated the use of balsam of tolu 
for mounting diatoms, gives in the Zeit$chrift fur Wissenaehaft- 
liche Mikroskopie the following method for purifying this bal- 
sam : Heat 1000 parts of the crude balsam in a water-bath un- 
til completely fused, and then add from 1000 to 1200 parts of 
alcohol (absolute is best, but that of not less than 95° will an- 
swer). Filter the solution, and add from 500 to 600 parts of 
petroleum ether (benzin) little by little, With the first por- 
tions of the benzin no turbidity is produced, but after a little 
the alcoholic solution ceases to take up the added liquid, and 
the twain will mix only by vigorous agitation. After this, let 
stand for 24 hours, at the end of which time the mechanical 
mixture thus produced will be found to have separated into 
two strata, the lower, brownish in color, containing the balsam 
minus the cinnamic and benzoic acids dissolved out by the 
benzin. The upper stratum is decanted off, leaving the solu- 
tion of balsam ready for the final step, which is as follows : 
Bring to a boil, in a vessel sufficiently large to contain it and 
the balsam solution, 4000 parts of distilled water ; remove 
from the fire and slowly pour in the balsam solution. The 
benzin and a large proportion of the alcohol are almost in- 
stantly evaporated on contact with the boiling water, and the 
balsam is precipitated. On allowing the liquid to cool off, the 
4)enzoic and cinnamic . acids crystallize out. The water is 
.poured off and the gum, washed with successive charges of 
'boiling water to remove the last traces of acids, is finally dried 
•over sulphuric acid, or by the application of a very gentle* 
heat (much heat will give the product a deep red color). For 
jmounting purposes, the resultant hard resin should be di^* 
solved in benzol or chloroform. 
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Department of Dermatology axib <5emtO'Urinara 

Diseases^ 

Pityriasis Simplex.— Dr. Alfred Stocquart clainlB to have 
cured two cases of pityriasis simplex by the internal adminis- 
tration of chrysophanic acid (chrysarobin ?). He states 
(^Archives de Medecine et de Chirurgie Pratiques) that in one 
case, a seieimstress of 19, he prescribed" this remedy, giving 
two grams daily. In ten days cure was complete. The 
disease existed upon the face, implicating more particularly 
the chin and cheeks. In a schoolmiss of 12, the eruption had 
its seat upon the back and thence extended to the chest, the 
thighs and the arms. She was given three centigrammes (gr. 
0.45) in twenty-four hours. The next day the macules were 
pale and two days later the cure was complete. Seven years 
previously she had suffered from a similar attack. 

Lichen Ruber. — A very elaborate contribution on lichen 
ruber, as observed in America, and its distinction from lichen 
planus, appears in the New York Medical Joumaly from the pen 
of Dr. R. W. Taylor. This rare disease has been lately 
studied by American dermatologists, and Dr. A. R. Robinson 
has also considered the relationship between lichen planus 
and lichen ruber in the Journal of Cutaneous and Oenito- 
Urinary Diseases, Both of these gentlemen are agreed upon 
the point that these two affections are distinct from each other 
and not varieties of the same process. Dr. Taylor gives a 
table in which he furnishes twenty differential signs. His 
microscopic examinations lead him to conclude that, in the 
case of lichen ruber which he so examined, there was a 
hypertrophy of all of the layers of the epidermis associated 
with an exudative inflammation in the papillse and papillary 
derma. Both papers are valuable and interesting and illus- 
trated by very well execut9d chromo-lithographic representa- 
tions of cases. 

Sycosis. — In a clinical study of this disease, based upon 
the observation and treatment of 22 cases, Dr. Geo. Thomas 
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Jackson concludes (Journal of Cutaneous and Oenito-Urinary 
Diseases) that while nationality is an unimportant factor in its 
etiology, occupation seems to exercise more influence. ^ Thus 
all but four of the patients seen by him, were engaged in 
occupations that compelled them to live in close rooms, filled 
with dust. A poor general condition of health was also ob- 
served, as well as nasal catarrh, the latter in four cases. The 
disease is essentially ohronicand it shows itself most frequent- 
ly upon the upper lip, alone or in combination with other 
regions. Treatment, if faithfully carried out, is followed by 
improvement, and frequently by cure. Epilation, soap fric- 
tions and the dermal curette open the pustules. Then some 
remedy should be applied. Dr. Jackson ^eems to show a 
preference for Bronson's ointment, composed as follows : 

Q Hydrarg. ammoniat. 9i. 

Hydrar^. chiorid. mitis 9ii. 

Vaselini ^i. 

M. ' 

Shaving twice a week is recommended, but I have found 
that shaving daily is an excellent measure to enforce. 

Purpura Rheumatica. — A form of purpura associated 
with articular, gastro-intestinal, and renal symptoms, is des- 
cribed and discussed by Dr. Wm. Osier in the New York Med* 
ical Journal. He groups the varieties of this condition as : 
1^, Cases in which the purpura occurs with slight articular 
pain, or with diarrhoea alone, or in which the eruption comes on 
without these symptoms, in children who have had rheumatic 
manifestations. 2°, Acute arthritis involving many joints 
and associated with extensive purpura urticans — the poliosis 
rheumatica of Schonlein. 3°, The variety in which, with 
articular afiection and purpura, there are gastro-intestinal 
crises, haemorrhages from certain of the mucous surfaces, al- 
buminuria and in some cases, a fatal nephritis. While it is 
hard to conclude that these ciases are not rheumatic, the close 
relationship and even interchangeability of certain of these 
cases of purpura with urticaria, with erythema nodosum, and 
with the angio-neurotic oedema, favor the suggestion that the 
entire group may depend upon some poison— an alkaloid, 
possibly the result of faulty chylopoietic metabolism — which, 
in varying doses in different constitutions, excites in one 
urticaria, in a second peliosis rheumatica, and in the third a 
fatal form of purpura. 
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The Inoculability of Leprosy.— Dr. Charles W. Allen, 
who in March last oontributed a very interesting article to the 
New York Medical Jtmrnal on *' Leprosy in the United States " 
in a letter to the same publication, writes that he recently re- 
ceived a letter from Dr. Augustine A. Crane, now a govern- 
ment resident physician in Hawaii. Dr. Crane states that 
'^ Father Damien is now dying, having had a rather short 
course of the disease. He gives as his history of the con- 
tagion that he was performing the last rites in an extremely 
foul case ; that the flies were very annoying during the sacra- 
ment, and that he thinks he was inoculated upon an abrasion 
on the scalp by the flies." He further says : '^ The convict 
you speak of is now distinctly leprous (this refers to the oase 
inoculated by Dr. Aming). These two points are slight in 
themselves, but, as far as they go, they seem to throw what- 
ever weight they may have on the side of inoculation as against 
contagion." Dr. Allen very justly remarks that these points, 
far from slight, are important and settle the question 
definitely, showing that lepers are dangerous to a community, 
as it is quite probable that a fly-bite can become the means of 
inoculation. Of course, the only means to adopt is strict 
isolation, or the establishment of central depots or lazars for 
this especial purpose. 

Gonorrhoea and Spermatorrhcea. — M. du Castel has very 
picturesquely described the mutual relations of these two 
diseases in a lecture delivered at the H6pital du Midi. He 
states that the majority of patients, who consult physicians for 
seminal losses, are really suffering from gonorrhoea. The 
cases which are most likely to lead one into error are those 
affected with posterior urethritis. In these the pus escapes 
in an intermittent fashion, sometimes by means of a true 
ejaculation^ at other times in consequence of efforts at defeca- 
tion or at the end of micturition. A careful clinical examina^ 
tion is sufiicient to establish the difference, but the additional 
use of the microscope is of great value in doubtful cases. 

Iodide Eruption in Syphilis. — Louis Wickham, an in- 
terne of the H6pital St. Louis, has been lately examining the 
status of dermatology in England, and in a recent letter to the 
Progrhs Medical he describes a visit to the clinic of Mr. Malcolm 
Morris. Among the cases which he saw, was that of a woman 



1889.] Eye akd Eab. 99 

who presented upon her arme (which alone she nnoovered) 
about thirty small, round, violaceous spots, slightly elevated, 
about a centimetre in diameter, and disseminated over the 
fore-arms. Upon touching them they were found to cor* 
respond to small, hard, nodosities, situated beneath the skin, 
and slightly painful on pressure. The legs were affected in 
the same manner. The eruption had developed in forty-eight 
hours. Interrogation could not elicit any history of iodism. 
The discovery of syphilitic lesions on the next day established 
clearly the fact that the lesions described were due to iodism 
caused by the administration of iodide of potassium. 



Department of Diseases of tlje Cge anb (£av. 

CONDUCTED BY 

A. D. Williams, M. D., St; Louis. 

Removal of Foreign Bodies from Eyes. — All kinds of 
flying things in the air are likely to lodge in the eye. Cin- 
ders from locomotives and from all kinds of steam works are 
the things which most frequently get into the eye. Then 
again dust from the street constantly blows into the eyes on 
windy days, as every one well knows. Street dust does not 
often cause serious annoyance to the eyes because it is most- 
ly composed of soft materials, which do not scratch nor cut 
into the cornea, and are soon dissolved and washed away by 
the tears. Whenever hard particles, such as grains of sand, 
or specks of coal lodge in the eye, serious trouble from scratch- 
ing and cutting bejgins. Workers in iron and steel frequently 
get little particles of these metals into their eyes. Work- 
ers at the emery wheel suffer frequently by hot particles of 
metal flying from the wheel into the eyes. These strike hard 
enough to cut into the corneal substance and at the same time 
bum the tissue. Insects of all kinds not unfrequent fly into 
the eyes. All foreign bodies when they get into the eye 
lodge almost uniformly in one of two places: 

1** Anywhere on the inside of the upper lid, but usually 
close to its free margin ; or 2**, On any part of the surface of 
the cornea. Whatever flies with considerable force into the 
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eye usually dtrikes upon and cuts into the surface of the cor- 
nea and sticks there permanently. It is very rare that for- 
eign bodies are found in many other than one of these two 
places. They are generally easily discov^ered in either of 
these lodging places in ordinary light, but when extremely 
small a magnifying glass has to be held over them to disclose 
their hiding place, particularly when their color is about that 
of the tissue. 

To remove foreign bodies from the lid, it is only necessary 
to turn it over and pick the substance off with any kind of ^ 
blunt instrument. To remove them from the cornea is a 
much more difficult task. The eye should first be cocainized 
so as to render the very sensitive cornea insensible. Now 
with any small sharp instrument (I usually use Graefe's cat- 
aract knife) the foreign substance must be picked from the 
cornea. If it has cut into its surface it must be scratched out 
of its bed. In doing this the scratching should of course be 
limited to the point where the substance is imbedded, but 
must continue until every particle is removed. Particles of 
iron and steel soon oxidize and leave a brownish stain behind 
after they have been removed. These rust stains should all 
be scratched off perfectly clean ; for, if even a little stain is 
left behind, it interferes seriously with the prompt healing of 
the injury to the cornea. 

No after-treatment is needed unless considerable keratitis 
should be excited by the foreign body and the necessary 
scratching to remove it. In that event a solution of atropine 
should be used till the keratitis has passed away. 

Extirpation of Membrane and Malleus to Relieve 
Tinnitus and Aural Vertigo. — Dr. Chas H. Burnett of Phil- 
adelphia, reports (Trans, Am. Otolog. Soc. for '88) an inter- 
esting case in which he excised the entire membrana tympani 
and the malleus for the relief of persistent and annoying 
tinnitus and aural vertigo together with a sense of fulness or 
heaviness about the head as the result of a long continued 
otorrhoea in childhood (patient was 30 years old), practically 
destroying the ear for hearing purposes. The tinnitus was 
distracting and the vertigo was so bad that the patient (female) 
had at times to lay hold of objects on the street to steady her- 
self. The membrane was unbroken, but thick and white and 
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pressed inwards. The apex of the malleus was adherent to 
the promontory. 

The operation was made by first excising the upper posterior 
the part of membrane so as to get to the joint attachment be-^ 
tween the incus and stapes. This was disarticulated by a nar- 
row knife and the incus pushed upwards out of the way. Next 
the tensor tympani was cut loose from the malleus by a nar- 
row knife, curved on the flat. Then with a blunt pointed 
narrow knife the meinbrane was cut loose around its margin 
and the attachments of the malleus were cut through up to 
its neck. Now with a small forceps the malleus was easily 
pulled out. It was fouiid that a bony attachment extended 
from the handle of the malleus to the promontory. 

There was no reaction to speak of. After some days there 
was a slight discharge, but it yielded promptly to treatment. 
The result in a word was practically complete relief from the 
excessively annoying tinnitus and aggravating vertigo as well 
as the sense of heaviness about the head. The patient ex- 
pressed great gratification over such complete relief. In the 
discussion that followed this report some of the physicians 
commended the operation while others expressed grave doubts 
as to its propriety. It is a strange fact that a second mem- 
brane is uniformly reproduced after this operation. 

More than 12 years since I made practically a similar oper- 
ation by the local use of chromic acid. A lawyer, aged 45, had 
had otorrhoea in one ear since early childhood. Some years 
before I saw him he became so stupid that he could not com- 
prehend what he read. His memory was nearly gone, and 
wherever he sat down for a few minutes he went to sleep. He 
invariably went to sleep in the office while waiting for treat- 
ment, and frequently fell asleep in court while examining a 
witness and the sheriff would have to wake him up. He was 
at the same time so dizzy that he would stagger on the street 
like a drunken man, frequently having to catch hold of things 
to steady himself. 

I found a large central polypoid fungus protruding from 
the drum cavity. This I tried to kill in the usual way, but 
found that it would grow about as fast as I could destroy it. 

I used all kinds of caustics and escharotics without success. 
Finally by close examination I found that the polypoid fungus 
grew from the entire promontory and filled up the entire cav- 
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ity of the dram. I now determined to destroy all the remains 
of the membrane and t}^e entire polypoid growth if possible. 
For this purpose I cautiously applied chromic acid to the 
membrane till I thought I had destroyed it. Next day the 
fungous granulations were in full view (the membrane having 
sloughed away), apparently growing as fast as ever. I now 
applied the chromic acid to these till I was satisfied that I had 
killed even the pereosteum from which they grew. When the 
slough came away the promontory was completely denuded 
of pereosteum. The chorda tympani nerve had been eaten 
across and its ends were hanging down. No bad symptoms 
followed. The slough soon came away and the bone was rap- 
idly covered by new pereosteum. In the course of a few 
weeks a complete second membrana tympani reformed I 

The finaLresolt was that the patient was greatly relieved. 
The stupor passed off, his memory improved and his mind 
brightened up. He felt as though a ^^ tremendous weight had 
been lifted from his head. " 

How to Become Expert with the Ophthalmoscope. — 
Physicians generally do not give the amount of attention to the 
ophthalmoscope that its importance demands. With it, in a 
certain sense, the condition of the cerebral circulation can be 
seen in the bottom of the eye. The ophthalmoscope, therefore, 
may become a means of confirming or disproving suspected 
brain disease. Then again in the retina and optic nerve is 
the only part of the whole body where circulation of blood 
can be actually observed. Consequently every physician 
should be interested in the use of the ophthalmoscope. But 
to become expert in its use requires a long and tedious prac- 
tical application of the instrument. It is impossible for a 
person to become expert from lectures on the subject. He 
mvst u$e the instrumenL A learner should ophthalmoscope 
all the healthy eyes he can get a chance to and as often as 
possible. Only in this way can he hope to become an expert 
ophthalmoscopist. When he has once learned what is 
healthy or physiological he can easily determine what is un- 
healty or pathological. People with healthy eyes object to 
having them ophthalmoscoped because the pupils must be 
dilated. That is a great annoyance to them. Without the 
dilation a beginner can not see the fundus. In the pursuit of 
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knowledge in a matter of this kind one mast make use of his 
personal friends on every possible oocasion. I remember in 
Vienna we had a young fellow, who had one blind eye that 
was to all appearances perfectly healthy. His pupil was kept 
dilated so the class could ophthalmoscope the eye at any and 
all times. He derived quite a revenue from contributions. In 
fact he was hired for that purpose. Actual practice is the 
only possible way to become expert in the use of the ophthal- 
moscope. 



€xcetpts from Hussian, pdislj anb Bulgarian 

3ournaIs. 

CONDUCTED BY 

Valebius Idelson, M. D., of Berne, Switzerland. 

Pancreatic Digestion in Atrophic Stomach. — At the 
fifth general meeting of Polish Practitioners and Naturalists 
at Lvov (Austrian Galida), Dr. Beichmann, of Warsaw, made 
a very interesting communication {Wiadoino9ci Lekarshiej 
Octob.y No. 4y I8889 p. 125) on the so-called '' atrophic catarrh 
of the stomach^' and its rational treatment. The affection 
consists in an eztensiv^e atrophy or degeneration of the peptic 
glands, leading to a corresponding decrease in, or a total ces- 
sation of, the secretion of the gastric juice. Hence, in the ab- 
sence of a peptonizing (that is, softening and liquefying) pro- 
cess, the ingested food mass remains very thick and forms 
very coarse and hard lumps. The lumps consist not only of 
proteid bodies, but often also of amylaceous substances, since 
gluten remains non-peptonized or non-dissolved, which pre- 
vents any amylolytic action of the (swallowed) saliva on the 
starchy particles enclosed within a glutinous envelope. The 
disease is far from being very rare. As a matter of fact, Dr. 
Beichmann, having examined about 100 patients by means 
of a gastric sound during the last two years, happened to come 
across as many as ten cases of atrophic catarrh. In eight o^ 
them, only traces of peptones were found in the gastric 
contents, while in the remaining two not a trace of these 
substances could be detected upon repeated examinations. 
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The essential as well as the most disagreeable symptoms aer 
vomiting (six out of ten) and a severe pain (in all) about the 
right hypochondrium,both of the symptoms occurring usually 
a few hours after- meals and depending upon a difficult pas- 
sage of thick and coarse gastric contents through the pylorus. 
A radical treatment is obviously impossible, since we are 
unable to build or rebuild atrophic peptic glands. Conse- 
quently, the therapeutic problem is necessarily limited to 
possibly correcting the functional deviations by bringing 
about an artificial gastric peptonization. At first, to satisfy 
the indications, the internal use of pepsin, or hydrochloric 
acid, or both, was tried by the author. It utterly failed, how- 
ever, to afford any relief, which induced him to resort to the 
internal administration of pancreatin as well as of a 12 to 15 
per cent, alcoholic extract of pancreas, in order to establish a 
pancreatic digestion in the patient's stomach. The results 
obtained were most satisfactory in everyone of his cases. 
'* Under the influence of the peptonization," Dr. Reichmann 
says, 'Hhe food mass ingested becomes soft and fluid, vomit- 
ing and pain soon cease altoge'ther, and the patient's 
general state shows a more or less pronounced improvement." 

Bacteriology of Malignant Scarlatina. — In the Vratch, 
Nos. 37, 39,41, 42, 43 and 44, 1888, p. 723, Dr. M. A. Raskina, 
a female physician of St. Petersburg, publishes an important 
contribution to the pathology of scarlatina, based on her ex- 
tensive bacterioscopic and clinical researches (under the guid- 
ance of Professor M. I. Afanas'leff, one of the most eminent 
and indefatigable Russian bacteriologists). Her material con- 
sisted of 86 cases, of which 22 were of a malignant type, being 
complicated with lymphadenitis (7), diphtheria (3), suppura- 
tive arthrophlogosis (2), serous synovitis (1), broncho-pneu- 
monia (2), otorrhq^a (7). In this category of cases, she exam- 
ined blood (in all), purulent discharges (from ears, glandular 
abscesses, suppurating joints, etc.), diphtherial pseudo-mem- 
branes, and (in fatal pysemic cases, 6 in number) parenchym- 
atous viscera and cervical organs. In the remaining 64 
cases of the disease (partly simple, partly complicated) only 
the patients' blood was subjected to examination. Want of 
space precluding the recital of details*, only the following 

« For our oolleagaes, interested in the matter, we may add that a more or leu 
detailed aooonnt of Dr. Raikina't remarkable work will be forwarded by the re- 
porter to the London Meidcal £ecord«r. ^Bipobteb. 
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brief summary of the most essential facts can be placed before 
our readers. 1^. Such malignant complications of scarlet fe- 
ver as inflammation and suppuration of the submaxillary 
lymphatic glands, phlegmon of the cervical cellular tissue 
ear inflammation, suppurative arthritis, and pysBmia, are 
caused, beyond any doubt, by a secondary infection of the 
patient's system by a streptococcus. 2^. In the aural com- 
plications, however, the streptococcus albus and citreua, and 
in pysemias the micrococcus pyogenes tenuis, are sometimes 
simultaneously active at the pathogenic work. 3^. It is 
highly probable that diphtheria and serous synovitis also, 
when complicating scarlatina, are caused by the same strep- 
tococcous infection. 4^. The infection inv.ariably originates in 
consequence of the virus penetrating into the patient's organ- 
ism through the fauces already afiected by the scarlatinal pro- 
cess, the microbes continuing their inroads along the lym- 
phatic vessels. 6^. A peculiar liability of scarlatinal patients 
to the streptococcous infection may be explained by a combina- 
tion of two favorable factors, of which one is the microbe's 
tendency to advance and spread along the lymphatic vessels, 
while the other factor is due to the fact that the inoculation 
region (fauces) is exceedingly abundant in lymphatic structures. 
6^. Having penetrated into the patient's system, the strepto- 
cocci may either, a. be rapidly destroyed and disappear there- 
from without inducing any marked alterations in the organism 
beyond fever ; or b. may penetrate into some organs, to rapidly 
multiply therein and cause grave local lesions leading to 
death ; or c. may give rise to fatal pysemia with metastatic ab- 
scesses, the latter occurrence being the commonest of the 
three. 7°. The streptococci found in malignant scarlatina, in 
regard to both its morphological and biological (including 
pathogenic) properties, does not present any essential differ- 
ential particulars when compared with the streptococcus pyogenes 
or erysipelatoides. [One cannot help observing, however, that a 
strikingly delicate and short lasting vitality of Dr. Rasklaa's 
streptococcus constitutes a rather '' essential" differential 
biological feature in relation to other species of the bacteria. 
Reporter"]. 8**. The streptococcus has no direct relation to the 
pathogenesis of scarlatina itself. The main practical corollary 
drawn from the facts sketched above is self-evident. Since 
the pathogenic principle of malignant complications of scar- 
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latina makes its inroad into the system through the faucial 
region, the prevention of the complications can be successfully 
attained solely by systematically maintaining a most scrupu- 
lous cleanliness of the patient's mouth and throat, as well as 
of all objects coming in contact with those parts. 

On Extra-genital Syphilitic Infedlion. — Dr. V. M. Zakh- 
arevitch, of Kharkov, details (^Transactions of the Kharkov 
Medical Society for 1887, Vol. II, 1888, p. 10) a series of cases 
in which syphilis has been transmitted in an extra-genital 
way, which mode of infection in Russia occurs decidedly more 
frequently than by sexual syphilization. One of the cases (all 
of which have com^ under his observation in the course of a 
twelve-month), refers to a young robust peasant woman who 
contracted a syphilitic ulcer of the left nipple in consequence 
of her suckling the syphilitic child of a friend simul- 
taneously with her own infant. The latter and subsequently 
her other boy, of four, became similarly affected. Another 
peasant family, consisting of six souls', was infected by a woman 
with syphilitic ulcers about her mouth who had come to reside 
at the house. At first an infant fell ill, the woman having 
been accustomed to feeding it from her spoon ; later on, the 
three remaining children (including a girl of 14) became in- 
fected one after another ; and, ultimately, the father contract- 
ed a primary ulcer of a tonsil^ the mother alone, somehow 
escaping. A still larger epidemic broke out in two other peas- 
ant families, 6. and S., living contiguously, the source of the 
infection being a soldier, a member of the family S., who had 
brought the disease home from the ranks. Through a pro- 
miscuous use of spoons, tumblers, etc., all five children of the 
family soon were inoculated, to transmit the affection first to 
their playmates, three children bf the family G., and then to 
an adult woman belonging to the latter. Dr. Zakharevitch's 
last case is an instance of transmission of syphilis from a 
nurse to an infant, who, when feeding the child from a spoon, 
used to carefully test the food, with her lips, in regard to tem- 
perature. In an overwhelming majority of the cases, the pri- 
mary phenomena made their appearance about the oral or 
faucial region. [A fairly large Russian collection of cases of 
extra-genital syphilitic infection may be found in the Provin-^ 
cial Medical Journal, Sept., 1887, p. 422, — Reporter"]. 
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Terchloride of Iodine as an Antiseptic. — In the Vratch^ 
No. 45, 1888y p. 895, Dr. Joseph S. Felser, house surgeon to 
the University Ophthalmic Clinic, in Kazan, says that tri-* 
chloride of iodine (ICls) is the best antiseptic agent of all yet 
known, its advantages over all other consisting in, a. its pos<» 
sessing a most powerful parasiticide action ; h. in the latter 
being rapid and constant ; and c. in its being free from toxic 
and irritant properties. In his ophthalmic practice, the au- 
thor uses the substance in the form of an aqueous solution of 
1 to 6000. In cases of suppurative conjunctival affections, he 
irrigates the conjunctival sac with the solution from three to 
five times daily, and invariably obtains excellent results, a 
striking improvement taking place even after three or four 
sittings, which prove sufficient to cause a very considerable 
diminution, or often a total cessation, of the purulent discharge, 
while conjunctival congestion fiubsides and any painful sensa- 
tions about the eye rapidly disappear. The only practical 
drawback to the terchloride is that it represents a highly un- 
stable compound which rapidly undergoes decomposition un- 
der the influence of light and from contact with any organic 
substance. Its solutions (especially the weaker ones) rapid, 
ly deteriorate, the terchloride being transformed into a series 
of new chemical bodies including hydriodic (HI) and per- 
iodic (HI()2) acids, ICls, etc. In view of these facts, only 
freshly made {ex-tempore) solutions are to be employed on 
each occasion. The drug (which has been examined, as an 
antiseptic, by Dr. O. Riedel (Arbeit, aua d, Gesundheit. 1887, 
Vol. II), and introduced into surgical practice by Prof. C. 
Langenbeck, of Berlin (Berlj Klin. Wochenachr,, No. 40, 1887,) 
shortly afterwards), when coming in contact with animal tis- 
sues, at once decomposes and yields free chlorine and peri- 
odic acid which, in its turn, immediately splits up so as to 
liberate oxygen and iodine. This triad of free elements — 
chlorine, iodine and oxygen — may sufficiently explain the 
powerful antiseptic action of the terchloride. As Dr. Felser's 
comparative bacteriological experiments have shown, its effects 
are by far more powerful than those of corrosive sublimate (in 
a solution of 1 to 6000), while boracic acid (in a 3 per cent, 
solution) and iodoform (in powder) are altogether incapable 
of destroying vitality, or of preventing the growth and prolif- 
eration of various pathogenic microbes constantly present in 
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the human conjunctival sac. Dr. Felser's statements fully 
harmonize with those of Professor L. L. Levshin of Kazan 
(On Modem Methods of Dressing Wounds, 1888), in whose 
clinic the terchloride has now superseded all other antiseptic 
methods. Similarly, Prof. Ivan M. Lvoff, of Kazan, says (in 
his Medical Report on the Likhatchevshy Lying-in-Hospital for 
Sept., 1887 to Sept., 1888, p. 108) that he is now employing the 
drug with the best possible results in all obstetrical and 
gynaecological operations (both in his hospital and private 
practice), as well as for intra-uterine irrigations (1 to 2000) in 
puerperal women. For dissolving the substance ordinary 
spring (aqueduct) water may be safely used ; a circumstance 
which is certainly not unimportant in technical regards. 

Ichthyol in Migrating Erysipelas. — In the Meditzinshoie 
Obozrenie, No. 18, 1888, p. 516, Dr. Ivan I. Elin, of Krapivna, 
writes that following the recommendations of Preobrajensky 
(vide The St. Louis Medical and Surgical Journal, Aug., 
1888, p. 109), Jadkevitch (ib., Sept., p. 173, etc.), he resorted 
to the ichthyol treatment in two severe cases of migrating 
facial and cervical erysipelas, after quinine (internally), re- 
sorcin and collodion (externally) had failed. Unna's mixture 
(ichthyol sether, ana 10, coUod. 20) was applied to the 
parts affected in one case (a maid -servant of 27) on the fourth, 
and in the other a retired soldier of 60), about the sixth day 
of the disease. In the case of the woman a single application 
succeeded in arresting the process, all symptoms rapidly sub- 
siding and a complete recovery ensuing in five days. In the 
male patient, the process remained stationary for forty-eight 
hours after the first painting, but on the third day an adjoin- 
ing area became slightly affected. Another free application 
was followed by a rapid recovery. The ichthyolic films are 
said to be easily removed by smearing.the parts with cold 
cream. 



Surgical Topics seem to be quite abundant at present, if 
we are to judge from the contents of our exchanges and from 
the proceedings of medical societies. Parely medical and 
therapeutic subjects seem to have been given an opportunity 
of enjoying a prolonged rest. 
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2nel)tcal progress. 

THERAPEUTICS. 

Salicylate of Sodium in Tonsillitis.— Dr. W. A. DeWolf 
Smith reports in the Medical News the good results obtained 
in the treatment of tonsillites by the internal use of salicylate 
of sodium. .He states that the swelling disappears in a day or 
two, and he is highly gratified with the results obtained. 

Caffeine in Migraine. — Dr. E. J. Overend regards caffeine 
as a drug which nearly approaches the ideal in the treat- 
ment of migraine {Pacific Medical Journal). In two to five 
grain doses given every hour, it will abort an attack in the 
majority of cases. When it fails in this, it accomplishes 
amelioration of all the phenomena. It should not be given 
at the height of an attack, but only when the prodromes ap- 
pear. It is best administered in capsules. 

Bromine Water. — Dr. Erlenmeyer. gives the following 
formula for a dilute bromine water which might find many 
uses as a medicine, especially in the treatment of diphtheria. 
It will be noted that carbonated water (soda water) is used as 
a basis. Any of the natural effervescing waters would an- 
swer : 

9 Potassii brom. 

Sodii brom. aa. 60 grains. 

Ammonii brom • 30 '* 

Liqaor ammon 1 minim. 

Carbonated water 1 pint. 

Carbolic Acid in Diphtheria. — M. Gaucher in speaking of 
the success which has been obtained by him recently in sev- 
eral desperate cases of diphtheria by the local use of carbolic 
acid says ^'But the treatment is excessively painful. Chil- 
dren can scarely support it and even adults require great 
courage to submit to it. It must be used in concentrated alco- 
holic solution and must be applied energetically, by rubbing 
the affected part with a pledget of cotton dipped into the so- 
lution and held in the forceps. " Gampho-phenique, which 
contains fifty per cent of available carbolic acid and the ap- 
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plication of which is almost painless, would seem to answer 
the requirements in this case. 

Anhalonium as a Respiratory Stimulant. — Dr. S. F. 
Landry reports to the Therapeutic Gazette that he has found 
anhalonium (Lewinii) a good substitute for nux vomica or 
ignatia as a respiratory stimulant. He has administered it 
in the following combination : 

^ Fl. Ext. anhalonii. 
Fl. Ext. digitalis. 

Fl. Ext. belladon as gtt. ;. 

Fl. Ext. cannabis indie " li. 

Aquse 5 SB. 

M. Sig. : Take at a dose. 

The drug is a sustainer of respiration and a cardiac stimu- 
lant as well. One disadvantage which it possesses is to **pro- 
duce seminal emiasions without erection , " hence its long-con- 
tinued use should be avoided. 

To Make Sponges Aseptic. — Dr. J. William White, in 
a paper on the aseptic theory and its practice (University 
Medical Magazine), gives the following directions for making 
sponges aseptic : 

1°. Soak for twenty-four hours in the following solution — 

^ Acid, hydrochloric S iv. 

Aquae destillat iv. 

M. 

2° Wash thoroughly, and place in the following solu- 
tion — 

]^ Potass, permanganat 3 iii. 

AqusB destillat O vi. 

M. 

3°. Remove, squeeze and drop into — 

^ Sodii hyposulph ^ x. 

Acid, hydrochloric 3 V. 

Aquae destillat q. s. ad O v. 

M. et filtra. Sig. Use while fresh. 

The sponges should be allowed to remain in this last until 
bleached. Remove immediately, wash thoroughly in distilled 
water, store in dry jars which are well stoppered. In case 
the hyposulphite solution does not bleach well, add more hy- 
drochloric acid. 

Inoculation of Leprosy. — In Nov., 1885, Dr. A rning in- 
oculated a convict with leprosy. It has been stated that the 
man is now suffering from tubercular leprosy. 
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PATHOLOGICAL AND PHYSIOLOGICAL NOTES. 

Microbes in Dermoid Cysts of the Face. — MM. Ver- 
neuil and Clado have examined four congenital dermoid cysts 
of the face for micro-organisms (France Midicale). In three 
out of four cases the organisms were found. In these the 
liquid was obtained a little time before the operation, all neces- 
sary jprecautions being observed. The organisms which were 
obtained, while of diverse forips, produced negative results on 
inoculation and seemed to posgess no pathogenetic properties. 
Bacilli appeared to be more numerous than cocci. The au- 
thors think that these organisms are carried to the cysts by 
means of the circulatory system and suggest the possibility of 
such a condition as latent microbism. 

Glycosuria in Young Animals. — Dr C. Negro, in a 
paper read before the Academia di Medicina di Torino, states 
that he has found in the urine of young puppies and kittens, 
within afew hours after birth, aVery large amountof sugar, and 
that the liver also contains an elevated quantity of glycogen. 
Within eighteen or twent}'' hours after birth the glycogen de- 
creases to nearly or quitp the normal standard, the sugar in 
the* urine undergoing a diminution pari passu. From these 
two facts the author concludes that there exists a close and 
special relation between the scarcityof carbonic oxide found in 
the blood of the newly born of all animals and the phenomena 
recorded — there being no hindrance of the transformation of 
the glycogen into sugar and passing into the blood, which 
would happen if the quantity of carbonic acid were greater. 

Mean Composition of Normal Urine. — Yvon and Ber- 
lioz, after numerous analyses of the urine of male and female 
adults, give, in the Revue de Midecine, the following mean 
results : 

MALB. FEMALE. 

Volume, per diem^ 1360.00 1100.00 .... cubic centimetres. 

Specific Gravity .1022.50 1021.60 

JJ lesL, per litre, 21.50 19.00.... grams. 

Urea, per diem, 26.60 20.50. . , . 

Uric acid, per Zi^re 0.60 0.65 

Thoaphoric &cid f per litre.,, 2.50 2.40.... 

Phosphoric acid, per diem, . 3.20 2.60. . . . 

The authors, as the result of these experiments, have cor- 
rected their manual of Analysis of Urine, as follows : In- 
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stead of 30 : 1 as the relative proportion of urea and uric acid, 
read, 40 : 1 ; and instead of 10 : 1, expressing a similar relation 
between urea and phosphoric acid, read, 8 : 1. 

Exophthalmic Goitre and Tabes. — At a meeting of the 
Soci6t6 M6dicale des H6pitaux, which took place late in 
December last, M. Bari6 called attention to the fact; that 
exophthalmic goitre precedes the more marked symptoms in a 
number of cases of tabes dorsalis. The goitre be regards as 
entirely symptomatic and is probably connected witha simple 
congestive hypersemia of the bulbo-protuberential zone. On 
this account the condition may be ameliorated by therapeutic 
measures, which act upon the small vessels and capillaries, 
such as ergot and faradization. On the other hand, it is pos- 
sible that deeper lesions of the nervous centre may slowly 
follow the primary congestive action. On this account the 
prognosis of exophthalmic goitre, connected with tabes, should 
be non-committal. M. Joffroy, in discussing the subject, 
formulated the following conclusions, based upon his ex- 
perience and observation : 1°. Tabes and Basedow's disease 
may be seen in the same subject, the former apparently devel- 
oping after the other. 2°. Tabes may give rise to tachycardia 
and perhaps to a slight protrusion of the eyes, thus calling to 
mind certain incomplete oases of exophthalmic goitre. 

Estimation of Albumen in Urine.-^The following is a 
method of estimating the albuminous contents of urine, con- 
tributed by Zaehor to the Zeitachrift fuer physiologiache Chemie : 
Filter the urine to be tested into a flask and add sufficient 
acetic acid to precipitate the albumen (this to be obtained by 
a previous test). The flask, fitted with a good cork, is placed 
in a water bath and heated to the boiling point, by 
which the albumen is precipitated. The liquid is 
then filtered into a flask fitted with a cork with a 
hole in it, through which the funnel is passed. It is advisable 
to cover the funnel during filtration, with a glass plate. The 
density of the urine and the filtrate is then determined by 
means of a urinometer graduated to the fourth decimal place. 
Of course the temperature must be the same for both liquids. 
The difference between the initial density and the final density 
is then multiplied by the factor 400, the product giving the 
number of grammes of albumen present in 100 cubic centi- 
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metres of the urine. The factor 400 is found, by experiment 
with a number of albuminous urines, to yield approximately 
accurate results, and depends upon the mean value of the 
specific gravity of albumen, which was found by the author 
to be 1.3747. It does not, however, appear to yield such good 
results with fluids containing albumen, other than urine. 

DISEASES OF WOMEN AND CHILDREN. 

Apparatus for Resuscitating Asphyxiated Children. — 
Those who have had the task of resuscitating asphyxiated 
children know full well the amount of labor and perseverance 
which it involves. At a meeting of the Obstetrical Society of 
Boston, Dr. Doe showed a diagram of Dr. Egon Braun's 
apparatus, which we reproduce from the Boston Medical and 
Surgical Journal. 




Fig. 12. ul£— Plaster Mould. C— Screw for Elevating Mould. />— 
Pipe for Ezhaasting Air. ^—Rubber Diaphragm Sarrounding 
Nose and month. 

It consists of a wooden box, with a slanting top which 
opens on a hinge, and is air-tight, except for an opening 
which is partially closed by a rubber diaphragm. The 
diaphragm has an opening intended to be filled by the nose 
and mouth of the child. The child sits in a plaster mould, 
with head thrown far back so as to bring the nose and mouth 
against the opening in the diaphragm. A long flexible tube 
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is inserted at the lower portion of the front of the box for 
exhausting the air, and posteriorly ia a screw for raising or 
lowering the plaster mould according to the size of the child. 
After the mouth of the child is cleared of all mucus, it is 
placed in the mould, with only the mouth and nose visible at 
the external opening In the diaphragm. Air is first blown 
into the box by the mouth of the operator, so as to compress 
the chest, then it is let off and the air exhausted by suction, 
thus expanding the chest. This is repeated twenty or thirty 
times in a minute. Dr. Braun says that he has employed this 
apparatus in fifty cases, and they have all been successful, 

Triple Cast of Larynx and Trachea. — Dr. Wm. Hailea, 
Jr., reports in the Albany Medical Annala, the case of child of 
5i, which showed croupy symptoms on Oct. 22 last. On Oct 
24 she coughed up a cast of the trachea through an intubation 
tube (Fig. 13), which came up in two pieces. The tube was 
removed, but as symptoms of stenosis returned, the patient 




was te-intubated. Oct. 25 respiration became labored and 
rapid, and a second cast of the trachea (Fig. 14) was coughed 
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up through the tube. On Oct. 27 the tube again became ob- 
structed by the third cast of the trachea (Fig. 15), which 
effectually blocked up the tube. The mother succeeded in re- 
moving the tube, and although the patient still had stenosis 
of the larynx, it was not found necessary to intubate again. 
The little girl finally made a good recovery. The last cast 
was the most firm in consistency and nearly caused the death 
of the patient by strangulation. 

Congenital Absence of the Lower Jaw. — We learn 
from the Maritime Medical News that at a late meeting of the 
Halifax Branch of the British Medical Association, Dr. 
Campbell reported a case of congenital absence of the inferior 
maxilla, observed in a still-born foetus. In addition to this the 
ears were quite larpe and appeared to lie on the side of the 
neck. The mouth was represented by a small circular 
aperture situated in the median line about a half inch behind 
the nostrils. 

SURGERY. 

Ligature of Femoral Artery for Popliteal Aneurisms*— 
M. Reclus spoke before the Soci^te de Chirurgie of Paris, con- 
cerning the ligature of the femoral artery in aneurisms of the 
popliteal. In a total of 82 cases which he collated, and which 
occurred subsequent to 1880, he found that 4 had died and 5 had 
been followed by extensive gangrene. These latter cases, he 
thinks, will not occur so frequently, if old methods, such as 
using an Esmarch bandage before ligating, compression and 
flexion, are adopted. He regards ligation as a procedure 
which is preferable to extirpation of the aneurismal sac. 
Lucas-Championni6re,Verneuil, Tr^lat,Kirmesson and Reclus, 
while all agreeing upon the method as the best, had some dif- 
ference of opinion in regard to the material to employ as a 
ligature. Terrier prefers silk and claims most excellent re- 
sults from its use in ligatures, whereas nearly all the others 
advocate the use of catgut. 

Wiring the Olecranon Process. — Some time since Dr. 
Thos. H. Manly reported a successful case of wiring the 
olecranon process, and he now has another one published in 
the New York Medical Journal. In this latter case the fracture 
was compound, and in a syphilitic. The wound was cleansed, 
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the bones brought in apposition and retained with wire, anti- 
septics being used vigorously in connection with the drainage 
tube, and Gamgee packing. The result was an excellent one. 
The operation is simple and very similar to wiring the patella, 
the latter having suggested this procedure. The only great 
precaution which must be observed is that septic trouble be 
avoided. This can be done by means of cleanliness and anti- 
septics. 

A New Surgical Dressing. — Dr. J. H. Burchmore sug- 
gests a dressing for which he claims some advantages {Medical 
Standard). It consists simply in covering the injured part, 
whatever it may be, hand, arm, leg, or foot, with a sort of 
glass jar, or in the case of some of the flat or irregular parts, 
with a flanged glass box and packing the ends with some air 
tight material, such as cotton, rubber, adhesive plaster, etc. 
The suppurating lesion, in the case of open wounds, is where 
it can be easily seen, and irrigated when necessary, with no 
danger of external infection. In the case of a finger wound, 
for instance, some antiseptic solution is placed in the tube. 





Fig. 17. 

and, after giving the wound the attention it needs, the finger 
is run into the tube to within an inch of the end. The open 
end of the tube, which the finger will not completely close, is 
packed with borated cotton (c, fig. 16) to the distance of half 
an inch. Over this is placed an air-tight dressing (d, fig. 16) 
and thus the wound is sealed in a glass jar, where it can be 
observed without disturbing the dressing. In the case of a 
wound that needs irrigation, the glass is packed as before, but 
has in addition tubes and valves (a, a, fig. 17) for the 
entrance and exit of whatever irrigating solution that may be 
employed. 
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Cure of a Case of Aneurism of Ascending Aorta. — 
Dr. F. F. Meriwether read the report of quite an interesting 
case before the Southern Surgical and Gynaecological Associa- 
tion {Atlanta Medical and Surgical Journal), The patient, a 
married multipara of 37, was found to be suffering from an 
aneurism of the ascending aorta, involving the innominate 
secondarily. As iodide of potassium and dieting produced 
no effect, an operation was decided upon. The common 
carotid was ligated with catgut, and then the subclavian was 
tied in the third portion, just outside of the scalenus anticus. 
Iodoform and iodoform gauze were used for a dressing. This 
occurred on Nov. 3. On Nov. 22, the pulsation could scarcely 
be felt. On Nov. 30^ no pulsation could be felt, but a slight 
systolic bruit could still be heard over the ascending aorta, 
being '^ composed and lost in the aortic stenotic murmur." 
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A Clinical Atlas of Venereal and Skin Diseases, includ- 
ing Diagnosis, Prognosis and Treatment. By Robert W. 

V Taylor, A. M., M. D. Illustrated with one hundred and 
ninety-two figures on fifty-eight colored places ; also many 
engravings through the text. Large quarto. Part III.— 
Venereal Diseases. Part IV. — Diseases of the Skin. 
[Philadelphia: Lea Brothers & Co. 1888. 

The present two parts are, in our opinion, an improvement 
on the two preceding ones, in the matter of plates. The text 
could scarcely be better. Dr. Taylor continues to give 
terse, clear and valuable text upon the various matters of 
which he treats. The rupial syphilide forms the subject of 
two figures of Plate XVII, and the pictures are fairly well 
done. The figure representing an ulcerating tubercular 
syphilide in the form of zona is better. Plate XVIII repre- 
sents the gummous syphilide of various regions in a man- 
ner that is quite graphic. The non-ulcerative tubercular syph- 
ilide (Figs. 1 and 2, Plate XIX) is good — Fig. 1 particularly 
so. This latter is a very striking picture of the so-called 
syphilitic lepra. The wood-cuts illustrative of the tubercular 
syphilide are also excellent. 
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The next two plates illustrate examples of the serpiginous 
tubercular, the pigmentary and the precocious ulcerating 
tubercular syphilide. Plates XXII and XXIII give good 
examples of various lesions of congenital syphilis, including 
the Hutchinsonian teeth. In addition, a number of good wood 
engravings show some of the severer ravages of this form of 
luetic infection. This terminates Part III. The treatment of 
syphilis is given in a very practical manner and we can testify 
to its value, as many of the formulsB given have proven highly 
successful in our experience. 

In Part IV, Dr. Taylor begins the consideration of diseases 
of the skin. He gives the classification of the American 
Dermatological Association, but does not follow the regular 
order in the descriptions of the various dermatoses. Plate 
XXIV illustrates a typical case of erythema multiforme, 
erythema iris being disposed of by a wood-cut. Erythema 
nodosum is well shown in Plate XXV, the coloring being ex- 
cellent. The subject of eczema is next taken up and the best 
illustrations given are those representing eczema erythema- 
tosum (Fig. 1, Plate XXVI), eczema rubrum et impetiginosum 
(Fig. 1, Plate XXVI), and eczema rubrum (Fig. 2, Plate 
XXVII). We are sorry that so few plates are devoted to 
this important afiection. Plate XXVIII, representing pustular 
acne accompanied by comedo, while very good in one respect, to 
our mind, shows too much hyperaemia of the skin. Moreover, 
many of the pustules are not well colored, the relief not being 
well brought out. The next two plates, illustrative of psoriasis, 
are fairly well done. Plate XXXI, of fivus, is excellent, so 
far as form is concerned, but the crusts have been colored a 
little too green. The diseases, however, are easily recognized 
in all of these plates, and the wood engravings which have 
been added are really excellent. In conclusion, we can only 
reiterate what we have already said of Dr. Taylor's atlas — 
that it is a work which will easily recommend itself to every 
physician in need of an aid of this character. 0-D. 

Favorite Prescriptions of Distinguished Practitioners^ 

with Notes on Treatment. By B. W. Palmer, A. M., M. 

D. 8 vo. pp. 256. [New York : E. B. Treat. 1888. Price 

$2.75. 

While we have never encouraged books of this kind^ the fact 
of their continued publication is the strongest argument that 
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they are wanted. Viewing the present work from this stand- 
point, it is an excellent compilation of prescriptions of such men 
as Fordyce Barker, Bartholow, Flint, Bumstead, Thomas, etc. 
The prescriptions are classified according to the classes of 
diseases to which they are applicable. In addition to this, a 
portion is devoted to external applications, another to cod- 
liver oil preparations, and the book terminates with miscel- 
laneous preparations. At the termination of each class are a 
number of blank pages to be filled by the owner of the book. 
We do not wish to criticize this collection of prescriptions, as 
it is a good one and it would be difficult to please every one, 
in view of the large mass of material which is available for 
purposes of this kind. There are many who will have a 
preference for a few other formulse, but, on the whole, the 
authors from whom the prescriptions in this book are derived, 
take first rank in their respective departments. One little 
feature which somewhat detracts from the general good ap 
pearance, is that of indicating the amounts by letters in some 
cases and by figures in others. There should be a uniform 
system in this respect. 

The Pathology and Treatment of Displacements of the 
Uterus. By Dr. B. S. Schultzb. Translated from the 
German by Jameson J. Macan, M. A., M. B. C. S., Eng., 
etc., and edited by Arthur V. Macan, M. B., M. Ch., etc. 
8 vo. , pp. 378. With one hundred and twenty illustrations. 
[New York: D. Appleton & Co. 1888. St. Louis: Jno. 
L. Boland. Price, $3.50. 

It is some years since Professor Schultze's work first ap- 
peared in German. His views on the pathology and treatment 
of displacements of the uterus were met by violent opposition, 
and criticism was of the most adverse character. The in- 
fluence of the work was felt on the Continent, however, and to 
such an extent that many if not all of his views have been ac- 
cepted and are now regarded as orthodox. No attempt has 
been made heretofore to translate this work into the English 
language, and it has only been possible for English-speaking 
gynsecologists to learn the author's theories at second-hand. 
For this reason the present work will doubtless have a large 
sale and many readers, as the translation is a good one and 
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much care has been taken in editing it. The editor has drawn 
from papers published by the author, since the appearance of 
the work, to enrich the translation with notes up to date. 

The author advocates Thure Brandt's method of mechanical 
treatment — the so-called ^'uterine gymnastics" — ^in many 
cases of retroflexion and prolapse, such as depend upon re- 
laxation of the muscular attachments of the uterus. Great 
stress is laid upon a consideration of the normal position of 
' the uterus. Displacements are then considered in a general 
way, their classification, frequency, symptoms, diagnosis, 
etiology, etc., being taken up in turn. This brings us to the 
second part, or that devoted to the special pathology of these 
disorders, with which their complications are taken up aeria- 
tim, and in this edition new matter has been introduced by 
the author. 

Dr. Schultze no longer recommends wire and india-rubber 
rings for the retention of the uterus after reposition. He now 
advocates the use of rings made of pure celluloid, which, 
when softened in hot water, may be bent into the shape suit- 
able for any particular case. 

One of the features of this work to which we wish to 
draw attention, are the summaries at the close of each chap- 
ter. The illustrations are numerous and are of a highly in- 
structive character. The work concludes with a most 
elaborate bibliography of the highest value to those who wish 
to make researches into the literature of the subject. 

The typographical execution of the book, is excellent; and 
were we inclined to find fault, it would be with the fact that 
English orthography has been retained in such words as fav- 
ourable, labour, etc. This is, however, a minor defect. The 
book is one which will easily recommend itself to every prac- 
ticing gynseologist and we can heartily recommend it to every 
physician who may at any time be called upon to treat dis- 
placements of the uterus. 



The Kings County Medical Association elected the fol- 
officers to serve during the coming year : President, E. R. 
Squibb; Vice-President, T. M. Lloyd; Recording Secretary, 
J. C. Bierwirth; Corresponding Secretary, S. H. Benton; 
Treasurer, J. R. Vanderveer; Executive Committee, R. M. 
Wyckofi*. 
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Wood's Medical and Surgical Monographs. Vol. I^ No. 
2, 8 vo. pp. 259-524. Contents : Gonorrhoeal Infection 
in Women, by William Jap Sinclair, M. A., M. D. ; 
On Giddiness, by Thomas Grainoer Stewart, M. D. ; 
Albuminuria in Bright's Disease, by Dr. Pierre Jeanton, 
Paris. [New York: Wm. Wood & Co., February, 1889. 
Published Monthly. Price, $10.00 per year ; single copies, 
•1.00. 

In this^ the second number of the series, we have pre- 
sented to us material of the highest value. The first mono- 
graph is a good critical review of a subject which is daily 
gaining in importance. Dr. Sinclair devotes six; chapters to. 
the consideration of his subject. He regards it an important 
one whose repulsiveness should not deter the gynaecologist or 
general practitioner from studying it thoroughly, because 
^'gonorrhoeal infection in women gives rise to the group of 
diseases which, by reason of their clinical interest and social 
and moral consequences, surpass in importance every other 
class of affections which claim the attention of the gynaecol- 
ogist." Of course, this is somewhat exaggerated, but there 
is also much truth in it. 

Giddiness is a symptom which should be thoroughly un-* 
derstood; and, in his endeavor to give an explanation of the 
various conditions causing it and their treatment. Dr. Stewart 
has produced an interesting and valuable, though short, 
monograph. 

Dr. Jeanton's essay on albuminuria in Bright's disease is 

a critical effort in which much acumen is displayed. He has 

carefully analyzed cases and has drawn his conclusions from 

theoretical and clinical premises. He regards the prognostic 

value of albuminuria in Bright's Disease as of small value, the 

best guide in this respect being the urinary toxicity. As to 
its diagnostic value, it cannot be regarded as very valuable 
from the fact that there are cases in which it is absent. So 
that, taken alone, its value in this respect is very restricted. 

The March issue will contain five monographs treating of 
Neurasthenia, Antipyrin, the Tongue as an Indicator of 
Disease, on the Treatment of Cystic Goitre, and New 
Remedies. 

The press work is excellent and we can heartily recom- 
mend these monographs to our readers, as the contents are 
drawn from the cream of foreign medical literature. 
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fitcrara notes* 

The International Journal of Surgery succeeds the In^ 
ternational Journal of ^Surgery and Antiseptics. It will be a 
monthly published in New York at $1.00 per year. A hand- 
some new cover adorns the January number. 

The "Don't Forget It" Calender, issued by E. B. 
Treat, of New York, is one which has found much favor 
among physicians. The issue for 1889 is the eighth annual 
one and can be secured by any physician who will mail six 
cents to the publisher, 771 Broadway. 

The Minnesota Medical Journal is one of our progressive 
exchanges published at Minneapolis under the editorial man- 
agement of Dr. E. N. Fishblatt. Those of bur readers wha 
are desirous of obtaining this periodical can do so by address- 
ing the Journal. The clubbing rates of the Journal and 
Minnesota Medical Journal are $2.00 per annum for new sub- 
scribers beginning with Jan. 1889. 

The Medical Annual, issued by E. B. Treaty of New 
York, is announced for an early date. It will take the name 
of **The International Medical Annual." The seventh 
annual issue will appear March 1, next, and will consist of an 
octavo volume of about 600 pages, at $2.75. It will be. issued 
simultaneously in London and New York. Among the editor&K 
are such men as Morrell Mackenzie, Jonathan Hutchinson,. 
Jas. R. Leaming, etc. 

Austen's Chemical Ledlure Notes. — Prof. Peter Town- 
send Austen, of Rutgers College, and the New Jersey State 
Scientific School, has 'just published, through the house of 
John Wiley & Sons, 15 Astor Place, New York, a most excel- 
lent compendium of chemical lecture notes. As remarked in 
the preface, the volume, which is a duodecimo of about one 
hundred pages, is not intended as a text-book, but as a col- 
lection of notes and comments in elucidation of certain topici» 
which the experience of teachers has shown to give students 
more or less trouble. The book appears admirably adapted to 
fill the intentions of the author. Price $1.00. 
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Diseases of the Kidneys, by Dujardin-Beaumetz, is 
translated in a very pleasant manner by Dr. E. P. Hurd, for 
the Physicians' Leisure Library, published by Geo. S. Davis, 
of Detroit, at 25 cents a number. The present is a translation 
made from advance sheets of the fifth edition, and the author 
has written an introduction for this edition. It is the treat- 
ment, both general and special^ of diseases of the kidney that 
is considered, and to this are added some pertinent and val- 
uable notes by the translator. We think that, while the 
metric system is an excellent one, the translator should, in all 
prescriptions, add the equivalents in apothecaries' measure 
as a convenience to many who will consult the book for refer- 
ence. Again we should prefer to say nitrogenized instead of 
azotized (foot-note p. 45). Chapter I, on diuretics is a most 
excellent one and worthy of careful perusal. 

The Medical Bulletin Visiting List, published by 
F. A. Davis, of Philadelphia, is an entirely new one, and is 
one that will recommend itself to many practitioners. There 
is an arrangement of half-pages, whereby the necessity of 
copying the names of patients more than once a month is 
obviated. At the same time, a full record of visits made, 
charges, credits, etc., can be kept just as perfectly as by the old 
method. There is nothing intricate about it. In additioa to 
this are added several useful memoranda, besides the usual 
blank pages for recording special notes, such as obstetrics,, 
vaccination, death and birth records, etc. This visiting list is; 
published in two sizes — the regular, accommodating 70 patients 
monthly or weekly^ $1.25; and the large size for 105 patients 
at $1.50. 

Comparative Studies of Mammalian Blood. — The con- 
stantly arising question, and its great importance in medico- 
legal inquiries, ^'Can human blood be absolutely and cer- 
tainly distinguished from the blood of other animals?" has 
never been more fairly, and rarely more fully and under- 
standingly treated than by Dr. Henry Formad, in a little 
work recently published for the author (by A. L. Hummel, 
the liberal publisher of the Journal of Comparative Medicine 
and Surgery, of Philadelphia) for distribution among some of 
those interested in the subject of blood stains. The substiance 
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of the work formed a paper read before the College of Physi- 
cians of Philadelphia, May 2, 1888. It is illustrated with six- 
teen wood engravings and '' process plates," from photo- 
micrographs and drawings made with rare skill and fidelity to 
nature. Among the matters treated in extenso are the meth- 
ods of measurement, including micro-photography, and the 
author's new method of measuring and diagnosing red blood 
corpuscles ; the methods of preparing and examining blood 
stains, and tables of sizes of corpuscles as given by various 
observers. The work is altogether admirable, and Dr. Formad 
has our thanks for his kind remembrance in sending us a 
copy, to which we hope to refer again hereafter. 

The American Journal of Psychology. — The January 
number of this elegant and excellent quarterly contains 
papers on the Personal Equation, by E. C. Sanford, Ph.D., of 
Clark University ; Memory, Historically and Experimentally 
considered, by Wm. H. Burnham, Ph.D. ; and On the Place 
for the Study of Language in a Curriculum of Education, by 
M. Putnam Jacobi, M.D. The review of current psycholog- 
ical literature is full and well considered as usual. The 
journal is published by N. Murray, Johns Hopkins Univer- 
sity, Baltimore, at $5.00 per annum. 

The Case of the Emperor Frederick III. — We have re- 
ceived from the publisher, Edgar S. Werner, 48 University 
Place, New York, a copy, in paper covers, of this timely pub- 
lication. It contains the full official reports by Sir Morell 
Mackenzie and by the German physicians, thus giving both 
sides of the unfortunate controversy which has arisen over 
the ashes of one of the noblest and greatest men who ever 
lived. The translation of the German reports is by Henry 
Schweig, M. D., of New York, and is admirable. The English 
of the translator is pure and the diction clear and flowing, 
something that we rarely find in translations. The preface by 
Dr. Schweig is also admirable in its tone and sentiment. Al- 
together the book is one which, as a summary of a cause 
celehre in the annals of medicine, should be in every library — 
although one cannot read it without feeling sentiments of pity 
and shame — pity for the weaknesses of the great surgeons and 
physicians, and shame that our profession never fails to make 
an exhibition of these weaknesses whenever a great patient 
dies. 
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The Occidental Medical Times. — With the January 
number this journal, formerly known as the Medical limesy 
published at Sacramento, Cal., by Dr. J. TI. Parkinson, ap- 
peared as the Occidental Medical Times. Dr. Parkinson was 
moved to make the change by a desire to give his excellent 
publication a title more distinctive of the region whence it 
emanates. The Occidental Medical Times is a thoroughly good 
representative of the medical literature of the Pacific Coast 
and those of our readers desiring a journal from that region* 
cannot do better than send $2.00 for it, to J. H. Parkinson, 
M^D., Sacramento, Cal. 

The Annals of Surgery. — The January number of this 
most excellent publication marks the beginning of its 
ninth volume and fifth year. It contains much valuable 
matter in the shape of original articles and summaries of 
surgical progress all over the world. Among the former we 
may mention a paper on the " Operative Treatment of Hyper- 
trophied Prostate,^ by Dr. Francis S. Watson, of Boston, as 
especially valuable and interesting. The Annals of Sur- 
gery are edited by Dr. L. S. Pilcher, of Brooklyn, N. Y., 
and C. B. Keetly, F. B. C. S., of London, England, and is 
published simultaneously in London (by Ballidre, Tyndal & 
Cox) and in St. Louis, by J. H. Chambers & Co. Price, 
$5.00 per annum. 

Saunders' Question Compends. — We took occasion 
some time since to notice in an extended manner this excel- 
lent series of ''compends" on the various branches of the 
science of medicine. A new edition of the series has been 
rendered necessary by the demand for the little volumes, and 
we take advantage of the fact to again call attention to them. 
The series embraces the Essentials of Physiology, by H. A. 
Hare, M.D , of the University of Pennsylvania; The Essen- 
tials of Surgery, by Edward Martin, A.M., M.D., of the same 
University; Essentials of Anatomy, by Dr. Chas. B. Nan- 
crede, of Jefferson Medical College; Essentials of Medical 
Chemistry, by Lawrence Wolff, M.D., of Jefferson Medical 
College and the Philadelphia College of Pharmacy, and the 
Essentials of Obstetrics, by W. Easterly Ashton, M.D., o^ 
Jefferson Medical College. The matter in each volume is ar- 
ranged in the form of questions and answers, and is prepared 
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especially for the use of students of medicine. The volumes 
are uniform in size, 12mo., just right for the pocket, and are 
thoroughly well gotten up in every way. Each is provided 
with a copious index, and table of contentfl— very important 
considerations in books of this sort. They are sold at the 
uniform price of $1.00 per volume. Interleaved copies, for 
notes, cost 25 cents more. The publisher's address is W. B. 
Saunders, 33 South Tenth St., Philadelphia. 

Books Received. — The following books have been re- 
ceived and will be noticed in due course : Lectures on Ectopic 
Pregnancy and Pelvic Haematocele, by Lawson Tait, F.R C.S., 
LL.D., etc., Birmingham (The Journal Print). — A Practical 
Treatise on Nervous Exhaustion (Neurasthenia), its Symp- 
toms, Nature, Sequences and Treatment, by Geo. M. Beard ; 
Edited with Notes and Additions, By A. D. Rockwell, A.M., 
M.D. (E. B. Treat, New York).— The Pathology and Treat- 
ment of Displacements of the Uterus, by Dr. B. S. Schultze. 
Translated from the German by Jameson V. Mason, M.A., 
M.R.C.S., etc., and edited by Arthur V. Mason, M.B., M.Ch., 
etc., 8vo., pp. 378, with 120 illustrations. [New York: D. 
Appleton & Co., 1888. St. Louis, John L. Boland. Price, 
$3.50. — A Clinical Atlas of Venereal and Skin Diseases, in- 
cluding Diagnosis, Prognosis and Treatment, by Robert W. 
Taylor, A.M., M.D., 4to., with many illustrations and plates. 
Part III., Venereal Diseases; Part IV,, Skin Diseases. [Phil- 
adelphia: Lea Brothers & Co., 1888. — Report of the Surgeon 
General of the Army to the Secretary of War for the Fiscal 
Year ending June 30, 1888. 8vo., pp. 291. [Washington, 
1888. 

Pamphlets and Reprints Received. — Since last month 
we have received the following pamphlets and reprints for 
which the senders have our thanks: The Twenty Seventh 
Announcement of the Chicago College of Pharmacy, 1888-9; 
Below Sea-Level, Nature's Pneumatic Cabinet, also High 
Altitudes of Southern California, by Walter Lindley, M.D. 
(Reprint from Southern California Practitioner); Answer of 
Carl H. Schultz in the case of the City of Carlsbad et al 
against Carl H. Schultz, in the Circuit Court of the United 
States (A very important paper, a notice of which will be 
given at length, hereafter) ; The Chicago Policlinic, 1888-9; 
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Report of the Proceedings of the Conference of Local Health 
Officials, held at St. Louis, December 4, 1888 ; Transactions 
of the New Hampshire Medical Society, 98th Annual Session, 
held at Concord, June 19 and 20, 1888 ; The Philosophy of 
Memory, by D, T. Smith, M. D. (Reprint from PrcLctitioner 
-and News) ; Retrojection in Gonorrhoea, by E. R. Palmer, M.D. 
{Reprinted from The New York Medical Journal^ for Dec. 1, 
1888.) ; Third Annual Announcement of the Chicago Poly- 
<;linic. Session 1888-89 ; Pulmonary Consumption considered 
AS a Neurosis, being two of a series of evening lectures 
given by the Faculty of the Philadelphia Polyclinic in the 
<3ourse of 1888 and 1889. By Thos. J. Mays, M.D. (Reprinted 
from the Therapeutic Oazette, Nov. 15 and Dec. 15, 1888.) ; 
Sycosis : A Clinical Study ^ by George Thos. Jackson, M. D. 
{Reprint from the Journal of Cutaneous and Genito^Urinary 
Diseases^ Jan. 1889) ; Some Dermatological Don'ts, by George 
Thos. Jackson, M.D. (Reprinted from the New York Medical 
JRecord, Dec. 29, i888.) 



Zndange. 

The University of Edinburgh has just built a bacterio- 
logical laboratory. 

Dr. Geo. F. Shrady, Editor of the New York Medical 
Eecordj was lately married to Mrs. H. B. Shultis. 

Prof. H. A. Pagenstecher, the well-known author of 
^^ Allgemeine Zoologie" died lately at Hamburg. He was 
born at Elberfeld in 1825. 

Dr. Frank P. Foster, editor of the New York Medical 
Journal, who was seriously ill lately^ we are glad to say is on 
a fair way to complete recovery. 

The Prevention of Adulteration of Food is the object 
of a bill which has been lately introduced in the House of 
Representatives of Pennsylvania. 

The World's Increase in population is such that it would 
almost confirm the fears of Malthus. In 1850 the civalized 
world contained barely 300,000,000 inhabitants ; and now it is 
over 422,000,000 — shaving increased 42 per cent, in about one 
generation. 
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Dr. Wm. A. Hammond, we learn, bpened his sanitarium 
Jan. 6, last, with half its rooms filled with patients. With 
such a good beginning, this institution cannot prove anything 
but a marked success. 

The London Lancet has founded a medical fund the ob- 
ject of which is to afford pecuniary assistance to medical men 
who are in immediate want. It is expected that about £300 
per annum will be donated by the Lancet, 

The Governor of Florida has called an extra session of 
the L6gislature of that state for the pupose of establishing a 
State Board of Health. In addition to this other sanitary 
measures will be taken into consideration. 

Dr. H. T. Formad, junior professor of pathology and 
anatomy at the University of Peiinsylvania, recently resigned 
that position, because Dr. John Guiteras, U. S. N., was pro- 
moted over him to succeed Dr. James Tyson. 

The Boston Medical Library Association tendered a 
reception to Dr. Oliver Wendell Holmes, on January 29th, 
last. Dr. Dolmes formally presented his library to the Asso- 
ciation. He was president of this body from 1875 to 1888. 

Dr. G. W. Galvin, of Boston, who was viciously attacked 
and bitten by a bull-dog in the room of a parturient woman, 
mention of which has* been made in a former Journal, sued 
the owner of the dog. He was successful in his suit and was 
awarded $700 damages. 

The Cigarette Eye is the latest. A New York oculist 
claims that he has discovered a disease of the eye which he 
traces directly to cigarette smoking. He states that it is char- 
acterized by a dimness and ^'film-like gathering" over the 
eye. He forgets to define the *^ gathering*' part of his de- 
scription. 

The Influence of Maternal Impressions on the foetus 
has not yet lost its interest if we are to judge from the numer- 
ous communications lately devoted to this subject in current 
literature. Of course, nothing new is advanced, but it is a 
good subject to resuscitate occasionally as it afibrds many 
who know very little on the subject an opportunity of discus- 
sing learnedly thereon. 
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The District of Columbia Medical Society has elected 
the following officers for the current year: President, Dr. C. 
E, Hagner; Vice-Presidents, Drs, McArdle and Fry; Treas- 
urer,. Dr. Franzoni; Corresponding Secretary, Dr. T. C. 
Smith ; Recording Secretary, Dr. S. S. Adams ; Librarian, 
Dr. Mundell. 

The New York Academy of Medicine elected the fol- 
lowing officers for 1889 : President, Dr. A. L. Loomis ; Vice- 
President, Dr. D. B. St. John Boosa ; Recording Secretary, 
Dr. A. M. Jacobus ; Corresponding Secretary, Dr. M. A. Starr ; 
Treasurer, Dr. 0. B, Douglas ; Trustee, Dr. A. Jacobi; Treas- 
urer for the Trustees, Dr. F. A. Castle. 

The. Atlanta Society of Medicine has chosen the follow- 
ing officers for 1889: President, Dr. Hunter P. Cooper; Vice- 
President, Dr. Wm. Perrin Nicolson; Treasurer, Dr. E. Van 
Goidtsnoven ; Secretary, Dr. L. H. Jones ; Corresponding 
Secretary and Librarian, Dr. N. 0. Harris ; Reporters, Drs. 
E. V Joye, Frank 0. Stockton and W. S. Kendrick. 

The Correctional Tribunal of Paris recently fined a 
clerk 200 francs for misrepresenting himself as a medical in- 
spector. He wap formerly a medical student and represented 
himself as a physician in charge of a new sanitary service 
created by the prefecture of police. Upon the strength of 
this he examined all the women connected with a certain 
hraBserie^ 

Sea-sickness has not yet been successfully combatted by 
any therapeutic measures. M. Marcel Baudouin, after having 
ineffectually tried almost every known means, suggests as the 
most efficient that of wedging the body in the cabin bunk in 
such a manner that it will follow the motions of the ship. 
It is also necessary to rest upon the right side, preferably, 
and see that a fair amount of pressure is brought to bear upon 
the abdomen. ^ 

Phosphorus Necrosis is said not to be produced by the 
use of red phosphorus. On this account it has been proposed 
in France that the government prohibit the use of white phos- 
phorus in the manufacture of matches, and that the red 
product be substituted therefor. The reason that this substi- 
tution is called for is because workmen will not adopt those 
prophylactic measures which will protect them from the 
effects of white phosphorus. 
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That Insanity is on the Increase in the State of New 
York, is shown by the statistics of the State Board of Charities 
for the year ending October, 1888. On October 1, 1887, there 
were 14,062 insane in the State institutions, and one year later, 
14,772, or an increase of 710. All of the asylums are full — a 
number of them being overcrowded. The increase in Missouri 
has been such that a new asylum had to be built in Nevada, and 
even under these circumstances all of the institutions devoted 
to the care of the insane are overcrowded. 

Hsematoma Auris in the Insane has been observed in 
twenty-one cases by Dr. G. L. Sinclair, of Nova Scotia. Of 
these, sixteen were males and five females. Of the males, 
eight were cases of paresis, two of paralytic insanity, four of 
acute ijiania, and two of chronic mania; of the females, four 
were cases of mania, and one of melancholia. The tumor 
appeared upon both ears in all of the females, and in four of 
the males ; upon the right ear only, in six males, and upon the 
left ear only, in six. 

Returning Diplomas. — The Minister of the Interior of 
the Ottoman Empire has recently promulgated a decree 
whereby the diploma of a deceased physician or pharmacist 
must be returned to the medical school. This is an excellent 
measure in so far as it will prevent, in a large manner, the use 
of these diplomas by quacks who have heretofore availed 
themselves of these opportunities. A case of this character 
occurred in Algeria not long since, a druggist's assistant hav- 
ing been discovered as practicing under the protection of the 
diploma of a deceased physician. 

The International Congress of Dermatology and 
Syphilography, to be held in Paris, will be in session from 
Aug. 5 to Aug. 10, 1889. The meetings will be held in the 
Museum of the H6pital St. Louis. Two daily sessions will 
be held ; one from 9 to 12 in the morning for the reading of 
papers, and one from 3 to 6 in the afternoon for the discussion 
of the questions which have been proposed. A number of 
foreign secretaries have been named. Dr. P. A. Morrow, of 
New York, is to act in that capacity for the Itnited States. 
The membership fee is 25 francs, and this entitles each mem- 
ber to a copy of the transactions. A large attendance is 
anticipated. 
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The Southern Surgical and Gynaecological Associa- 
tion, at its first annual meeting, acbieved a marked success. 
The attendance was good, the papers excellent, and it has 
come to stay. The next meeting, which takes place at Nash- 
ville, Tenn., will be officered as follows : President, Dr. Hun- 
ter McGuire, Richmond, Va. ; Vice-Presidents, Dr. W. 0. 
Roberts, Louisville, Ky., and Bedford Brown, Alexandria, 
Va. ; Secretary, Dr. W. E. B. Davis, Birmingham, Ala. ; 
Treasurer, Dr. H. P. Cochrane, Birmingham, Ala. Dr. Dun- 
can Eve., of Nashville, is the Chairman of the Committee of 
Arrangements for the next meeting. 

Malpractice Suit. — About a year ago two physicians of 
Kansas City were sued for malpractice. Suit was brought by 
the plaintiff because they had treated a case of fracture of the 
patella with a final result of ligamentous union. A large 
number of surgeons were examined, and they all agreed that 
the treatment had been proper. The verdict in the case, 
which was tried not long ago, was in favor of the defendants, 
and was a just one. We are glad to note this, for there seems 
to be a tendency on the part of certain people to foster this 
spirit of harassing physicians, who are doing their full 
duty in a proper manner. One question which suggests itself 
is, what redress can the physician obtain, who successfully 
passes such an ordeal ? Who will reimburse him for the loss 
of time, of money and the implied imputation of incapacity 
which such a suit entails ? Does it not seem as though there 
was more law than equity in these cases ? 

Surgical Advancement in i888. — Some of our cotempor- 
aries are reviewing the annus medicus 1888, and many express 
dissatisfaction over the little progress, which they claim, has 
been made. As an example, we quote the following from the 
International Journal of Surgery: "A retrospective glance 
into the past year fails to reveal that degree of progress in 
surgery which we had hoped to record. We are inclined to 
attribute this lack of advancement to the fact that prior to the 
permanent organization of the Congress of American Physi- 
cians and Surgeons in Washington last year, there was a gen- 
eral want of unity among the profession all over this country. 
But that state of affairs no longer exists, and we may cer- 
tainly look for a very great improvement in surgical work dur- 
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ingthe current year." Although the statement of facts may 
be true, we cannot agree with the writer of the above as to 
causes. For, it is a well-known fact that writers and workers 
in all departments of the healing art take too much interest in 
their profession to heed the small quarrels and discussions of 
medical bodies. 

The Micro-organism of Syphilis. — It is still, to a certain 
extent, a matter of conjecture as to whether such a thing as a 
specific germ producing syphilis, exists. At the late meeting 
of the Association of American Physicians, we learn from the 
New York Medical Journal^ Dr. F. S. Eve, of London, showed 
specimens illustrating the progress of the search for a specific 
germ producing the lesions of syphilis. No one doubted that 
there was one ; its appearance and nature, however, were not 
known. It was very likely to be in some way similar to that 
present in tuberculosis ; its product was a more or less similar 
proliferation of cells and formation of granulation tissue. In 
making cultivations, matter was obtained from fresh papules 
without any medication, as by mercury, having preceded. In 
the present state of our knowledge there were three reasons 
for being doubtful of the existence of what we were accustomed 
to think of as a germ : 1. Syphilis can not be produced by 
inoculation in animals. 2. The micro-organisms found are 
certainly not uniform in shape. 3. They are so very few in 
numbers, considering the amounts of abnormal tissue which 
are produced. 

First Aid to the Injured. — In the course of a discussion 
upon a case reported to the Alleghany County Medical Society, 
Dr. Murdoch said : ** Despite what has been said^ I still ad- 
here to the opinion that instructions in medicine and surgery 
imparted to the laity cannot result in good. You say, ' We 
don't want these men to know very much ; all we desire is 
that they may know what to do in emergencies. We want 
them to arrest hsemorrhages, to resuscitate the drowned and 
a few little things of that kind.' The man who is always able 
to arrest hsemorrhage is a great surgeon. How many of us 
could arrest hsemorrhage as was done by Dr. Smith, of New 
Orleans? He tied the brachial for aneurism, then the 
axillary, then the innominate. That was the 'little thing' 
required to stop the hsemorrhage. That was all he did. A 
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man who could arrest hsemorrhage under all circumstances 
would be the greatest surgeon on the globe. The man who is 
able to give proper ^ first aid ' to the wounded must be a 
good surgeon. For this reason it is that the attempts to teach 
the ignorant to do this will frequently result in disaster." 
While these views are somewhat extreme, there is much 
truth in them. A '^ little learning is a dangerous thing" to 
the unfortunate subject, in these cases, and very often doing 
nothing would be far preferable to meddlesome activity. 

Anatomical and Physiological Memoranda for the 
Practitioner. — We clip the following from the Medical Record 
as it contains much information that is userul : The average 
weight of the male adult is 65 kilos., or 130 pounds; of women, 
53 kilos., or about 110 pounds. The average height of Ameri- 
can recruits is 171.8 ctm., or about 5 feet 9 inches. The aver- 
age height of well-built men is 172 ctm. ; of women, 160 ctm., 
or 5 feet 9 inches and 5 feet 4 inches respectively. One inch 
of height should add two pounds to weight. The specific gravity 
of the body ranges from 0.9500.to l.OSQ. The heart weighs 250 
grammes in women and 330 (lOi ounces) in men, the average 
weight is 292 grammes. The period of its maximum weight is 
between the ages of fifty and eighty. The amount of blood in 
the body is one-thirteenth the weight of the body, or 5 to 6 
quarts, or 11 to 12 pounds. A man dies when he has lost a 
fifth of his blood. The heart with each contraction ejects 180 
grommes (6 ounces) of blood from each ventricle,at a pressure in 
the left ventricle of one-fourth of an atmosphere, equal to a col- 
umn of mercury 200 mm. high. The heart sends all the blood 
round the body twice every minute, or in about thirty-five 
contractions. A deadly poision injected into a vein kills in 
fifteen seconds, on the average ; injected under the skin, in 
four minutes. A cubic millimetre of blood contains 5,000,000 
blood cells in men, 4,500,000 in women. There are three 
hundred red cells to every one white blood-cell. The red cells 
have an average diameter of -^^^ inch, the white cells of ^g^^Q 
inch. The specific gravity of the blood is 1.055. The fre- 
quency of the pulse in the new born is 150; in infants of one 
year, 110; at two years, 95; at seven to fourteen years, 85 
in the adult man, 72; woman, 80. The respirations are one- 
fourth as rapid as the pulse. 
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One Member of the Legislature of Missouri is evidently 
a friend of the newspapers. He has introduced a number of 
bills for their especial benefit. Among others is one affecting 
the medical profession directly. The substance of this re^ 
markable proposed measure is that erery practicing physician 
and surgeon shall be compelled to advertise, at least so many 
times per year. He must see to it that his name, his address 
and his office hours appear in such a manner that the public 
maybe aware of his existence. This move does not surprise 
us in the least, as it is proverbial that legislatures have mem> 
hers who will not hesitate to make consummate asses of them- 
selves. 

The Pittsburg Leader is anything but complimentary to 
the medical profession. Among some of its latest lucubra^^ 
tions are the following: '^There are no human beings on the 
face of the earth to-day that have less real knowledge of their 
own business than the doctors. Beyond a few well known 
diseases which any one can master, they are not a whit wiser 
than any body else. '' ** That the doctors will have to wake 
up is quite plain to see. People read so much now-a-days 
that some have even more information on the newest things 
in medicine than the doctors themselves. " The Pittsburg 
Medical Review accounts for this as the result of personal ac- 
quaintance with physicians stating that the ^* doctors who af- 
fect the society of newspapermen are not good representatives 
of the medical body. " 



Cecal 2HebicaI 2Hatters. 

Local Physicians are daily asked to which ^^ faction "^ 
they belong. Thus has the fame of a little family quarrel ex- 
tended to that sympathetic and kind individual '' the public.'^ 

The North St. Louis Free and Emergency Hospital 
is a future probability. Successful efforts are now being made 
to raise funds sufficient to make a good beginning. An ambu- 
lance for emergency accident cases^ is to be attached to the 
hospital. The location will shortly be announced. 

March is rapidly approaching and Medical College com- 
mencements will soon be upon us. St. Louis will do her 
work nobly and will turn loose quite a number young and as- 
piring jEsculaps. The gladuating classes for this year will be 
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quite up to the average in number, and above it in quality we 
hope. 

The St. Louis Academy of Medicine elected* the fol- 
lowing officers to serve during the year 1889: President, not 
chosen (election deferred for a year); Secretary,- Dr. W. V. 
Kingsbury; Treasurer, Dr. Henry Summa ; Executive Board, 
Drs. Waldo Briggs, A. S. Barnes, A. C. Bernays, W. V. 
Kingsbury and Henry Summa. 

Dr. Louis Bauer returned to the city Sunday, Jan. 10, 
his European trip having completely restored him to health. 
On Jan. 13, the Trustees and Faculty of the St, Louis Col- 
lege of Physicians and Surgeons tendered their venerable 
dean a complimentary dinner at the Mercantile Club. The 
entire affair was a most pleasant one and seems to have been 
thoroughly enjoyed by all who were present. 

Jordan W. Lambert, President of the Lambert Phar- 
macal Co., departed this life on Jan. 6th, last. He was but 
36 years old at the time of his demise, which is said to have 
been caused by nervous exhaustion. He was an indefatigable 
business man and had built up a very large business in a few 
years. He was ever on the alert and always did a great deal 
of work to render the meetings of medical men successful. His 
familiar face will be missed at many a medical convention. 
The Journal desires to extend its most heartfelt condolences 
to the bereaved widow and children. 

An Eye on Tom Robinson.— The friends of Dr. '*Tom'' 
Robinson have noted recently a nervousness and a sad, un- 
certain air of worry, for which they were at a loss to account. 
An intimate personal and professional friend, a surgeon of 
considerable repute, gives the following as an exactly truthful 
narrative of the affair which has whitened the hair and un- 
strung the nerves of the genial but delicate ** Tom.'' Mr. 

well, we'll say Mr. Blank, formerly a widower and a particu- 
lar friend of Dr. Robinson, had the misfortune in his early 
married life, in a difference of opinion between himself and 
Mrs. Blank, to lose the sight of an eye. To prevent trouble 
with the remaining organ, and for cosmetic purposes, he had 
the eye that had been **scratched out" enucleated and wore an 
artificial optic — ^in other words a glass eye. Becoming lone- 
some latterly and marrying again, he was very anxious to 
keep from Mrs. Blank No. 2 the fact that he was thus maimed 
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and was in the habit of waiting until the bed-room light was 

put out before he moved the artificial eye from its socket and 

deposited it in the glass of ^Mrinking water" which he always 

placed on the night-stand on retiring. Mrs. Blank had false 

teeth, which she was accustomed to treat likewise. One 

night, being feverish, the lady desired a drink of water, and 

reaching out, captured Mr. Blank's glass and gulped it down, 

and in doing so swallowed the glass eye. At first she thought 

that it was her set of teeth that she had swallowed, and, in 

her terror at the possible or probable consequences, gave a 

^^shriek" (that is the word the novelists use ; Dr. Robinson in 

relating it to intimate friends, however, says, ^'a h — 1 of a 

howl") which woke up Mr. Blank. Feeling for his eye before 

getting out of bed, he found it gone I Without it, he did not 

dare to strike a light, but anxiously asked Mrs. B. what was 

the matter. She, in a similar manner, did not desire her 

toothless condition to be made apparent and feebly answered 
'' nothing"; but in pawing around discovered the glass con- 
taining her teeth and sticking them into her mouth, after 
wondering awhile what in the dickens she had swallowed, fell 
asleep. Not so Mr. B. After tossing about until nearly day- 
light, with the first gray light of dawn he skinned out and 
hunting up Ercker, the optician, got himself another eye and 
got back home before the madam was awake. She kept her 
secret well that day, but on the ensuing one had some trouble 
with her intestines, which culminated a day or two later in 
severe pains around the anus. These growing worse, Mr. B. 
went for his friend. Dr. ^*Tom," who came and after digital 
and other exploration finally inserted a speculum. Those 
who were present say that they will never forget, to their dy- 
ing day, the look of fright and horror that overspread his 
genial countenance as he took a look into the instrument. 
His face became ashen (the color it assumes at Faust's occa- 
sionally when there is only one cold turkey on tap) and great 
beads of perspiration surrounded his noble brow. '* My 
God I " he exclaimed, as he prepared to ** swound ". ** What 
is it. Doctor? What do you see? " excitedly asked Mr. Blank 
and his mother-in-law, at one and the same breath. '^ Mr. 
Blank," said Dr. Tom, **I've looked at many a rectum be- 
fore and behind, but by heavens I this is the first one that 
ever looked at me I" Dr. Tom was attacked immediately 
afterward with the same disease that little Willie Dogcatcher 
has got (according to Dr. Hughes), lie-so-phobia, and in his 
delirium he constantly sees that dreadful eye staring' at him 
from the bottom of the speculum. No wonder that his appe- 
tite has failed and that one cold turkey now answers him for 
lunch I 
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A Case of Nephrolithiasis : Nephrotomy, Nephrectomy, 
Death. Operation by A. C. Bernays, A. M., M. D. 
Reported by W, V. Kingsbury, M. D., of St. Louis. 

Mrs. C, age 86, married 18 years and the mother of 5 
children, presented herself at the -office of Dr. Bernays for 
examination and treatment. She stated that she was now, and 
had been, suffering from great pain in the right side ; that 
she had been troubled for the past 5 years, but since the birth 
of her last child, about 11 months ago, her trouble had 
increased; and that now at times the pain was almost 
unbearable. 

Upon examining the abdomen a tumor was found in the 
right hypochondriac region. This tumor was about the size 
of a child's head, slightly movable and upon palpation a 
slight crepitus could be detected. From the position and 
size of the tumor, it might have been taken for a much dis- 
tended gall-bladder. But as all symptoms of biliary trouble 
were missing, a disease of that organ was excluded. The 
urine was next examined, and was found to contain. pus, blood 
and some epithelial cells from the pelvis of the kidney. 
There was no more albumen in the urine than could be 
accounted for by the pus which was present. The patient 
stated that she had never had any pain in the left side and no 
tumor could be detected in the region of the other kidney. 
She said that she thought her urine had become diminished 
in quantity since the birth of her last child. 

137 
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Diagnoeis : Nephrolithiasis deztra. 

Several prominent surgeons were conealted and an opera- 
tion was adrieed by all. 

On Sunday, January 6th, 1889, in the presence of Drs. 
Barnes, Sumner, Lewis, Hanaer, Cale, Krehs, Crosswhite and 
some members of the Senior Class of the College of Physi- 
cians and Surgeons, the following operation was performed: 

After the patient had been chloroformed, and laid on her 
left side, a transverse incision was made directly over the 
tumor. Aa soon ae the tumor was reached, it was found to be 




Fig. 18. SeotioQ of Kidney removed by nephrectomy, one half 
natural iise, shawiuK calculi in litu. 

a large fluctuating mass. A trochar was introduced, and 
about 6 02. of grayish urine was drawn off. Then the tumor, 
which proved to be the much degenerated and dilated 
kidney, was incised, and two large calculi taken out. A con- 
sultation was held, and it was decided to remove the whole 
kidney, which was done without opening the peritoneal 
cavity. The pedicle, which was composed of the renal 
artery, veins and ureter, was ligated en magge. The cavity 
was packed with sublimate gauze and the edges of the wound 
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broaght together by euturea. The patient was put to bed and 
rallied well from the effecte of the anceBthetio. 

On the 3rd day after the operation she had symptoma of 
Qrsemia, bnt a hypodermic injection of ^ gr. of pilocarpine, 
which produced a profuse perspiration, caused them to 
aabaide. The second day following this she again sank 
into a deep coma from which she never recovered, and died 
on the eighth day after the operation. 




Fig. IS BhowiDg calculus A Datnral sJse and id section. 




ri <iL._ 

Fig. SO. Showing stone B, natoral size, front and side views. 

A post mortem was held the following day, and the other 
kidney waa found to be aomewbat degenerated, and contained 
two calculi. A section was made of this kidney, and the 
Btones left in titu. The bladder was normal, as wefe all the 
other organs. These specimens were presented to the St. 
Looia Medical Society, Saturday, February 9, 1889. 



140 



Orioinal Comtributiokb. 



[Mar., 

A carefnl senrch of the literature has failed to enlighten 
me on the question of the relative frequency of unilateral 
and bilateral calculous disease of the kidneys. This ques- 
tion can only be solved by Btatiotics. 

The diagnosis of unilateral kidney disease is still a very 
uncertain one in spite of the manceuvres that have been sug- 
gested, such as the temporary occlusion of one ureter by 




Fi^. 21. Kidney remoTed post mortem one half natural aiie, 
showing calculuB in titv. 

Tuchmann's instrument, or by the catbeterization of the 
ureter, both of which methods are very difficult of execution 
and uncertain in their results. 




Fig. 22. CalculnB from post mortem kidney, natnral siie. 

In both kidneys there was great distension of the pelvis. 
The pelvis was, in both, filled with calculi, and in the kidney 
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of the left side the calculus had grown about one-half inch 
into the ureter. See Fig. 21. 

The calculi were more or less conformed to the calyces of 
the pelvis, and their projections or limbs corresponded to the 
pyramids, as shown in the accompanying engravings. Had 
the diagnosis, which could be made post mortem, been 
possible during life, an operation would probably not have 
been undertaken. But if an operation had been contemplated, 
with this knowledge, nothing could have been intended but 
bilateral nephrotomy for the purpose of removing the calculi. 

The reasons that nephrectomy was determined upon in 
this case, after nephrotomy had been done, and the calculi 
removed, were : First, that the remaining kidney tissue was 
degenerated and atrophied to a large extent, and was thought 
to be almost useless, and also that it was believed that a uri- 
nary fistula in the back would most certainly remain during 
the rest of the patient's life. It was thought highly improb- 
able that an incision into the pelvis of the kidney large 
enough for the extraction of the calculi would ever close up, 
besides the fact that there was no evidence of disease of the 
other kidney, played an important part in arriving at this 
determination. 

Note. — Owing to lack of time the chemical nature of the 
calculi could not be determined. There appear to be at 
least three, and probably four varieties of calculous material 
represented. A full report on the subject from Dr. Frank. L. 
James to whom they were submitted for examination, will be 
given in the Journal for April. W. V. K.] 



The Disorders of Menstruation.* By Andrew F. Currier, 
M. D., of New York. 

Many theories of the causes and object of menstruation 
have been propounded. In its simplest meaning, menstrua- 
tion is a discharge of blood, epithelium and glandular secre- 
tions from the uterus mingled with vaginal and vulvar 
secretions, due to a stimulus which produces congestion of 
the genital apparatus and attended by direct and reflex phe- 

*Read before the N.Y. State Medical Society at Albany, Feb!, 1889. 
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nomena which probably depend mainly upon the congestion. 
The vascular supply of the ovaries is far greater than neces- 
sary merely for nutrition. This and the great plexuses of 
contiguous veins indicate an arrangement for repeated 
engorgements. Their great nerve supply and connections 
with many of the important organs of the body indicate their 
physiological importance and explain the existence of many 
so-called reflex disorders. Menstruation seems the develop- 
ment and perfection of a function which has been observed 
with greater or less distinctness in almost every variety of 
animals whose habits have been carefully studied. 
The testimony of Buffon, Cuvier, Saint Hilaire and many 
other eminent investigators is cited by Dr. Currier, in proof 
of this statement. 

Disorders of menstruation are thus classified : 

1°, Amenorrhoea, absence of the menstrual flow. 

2°. Dysmenorrhoea, the condition in which the menstrual 
flow is obstructed. 

3*^. Oligomenorrhoea, scantiness or insuiSciency of the 
menstrual flow. 

4**. Polymenorrhoea, excessive menstrual flow. 

5*^. Atopomenorrhcea, a menstrual flow which is out of 
place or unwonted. 

Certain general principles are usually admitted. 1^. Races 
or tribes that are least removed from animals most resemble 
the latter in respect to this function. 2^. Nervous women 
seldom menstruate without discomfort. They frequently 
have dysmenorrhoea or oligomenorrhoea. 3°. Influences 
located in the vascular system may be sufficient to determine 
great abnormalities in mestruation. A very weak heart may 
determine a scanty flow and a strong heart a profuse one. 
4^. Great elevations, with diminished atmospheric pressure 
favor profuse menstruation. 5°. A humid atmosphere is 
frequently a concomitant and probably a cause of amenor- 
rhoea or dysmenorrhoea, or oligomenorrhoea, owing to change 
in the pressure relations between the atmosphere and the 
fluids and gases in the body. 6^. Women menstruate earlier 
in hot climates than in cold. In tropical climates it is not 
unusual for the first menstruation to occur between the ages of 
8 and 12 years. 7®. Extreme cold is always unfavorable to 
the regular and easy performance of the menstrual function^ 
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Amenorrhcea may obtain with those who have passed the 
menopause whether prematurely or not. It does not strictly 
apply to those who suffer from retention of the menses. It 
may be temporary or intermittent. It may produce disturb- 
ance of the general system, but not unless there is a recurring 
congestion which must find relief or exit. When accompanied 
by symptoms there may be pain and discomfort in the pelvic 
region, pain in the loins and head, and perhaps general 
malaise. It may be due to mechanical obstruction, the 
debilitating effect of wasting disease, to humid atmosphere, 
cold, etc. 

Dysmenorrhoea includes cases in which there is an obstruc- 
tion, either mechanical or chemical, to the outflow of the 
blood. Pain is usually an accompaniment, but not neces- 
sarily. There may be a soreness of the muscles or joints, 
nausea and vomiting and even violent mental agitation. It 
may be due to weak heart action or deficient contractile 
power of the uterine muscle. It maybe associated with sub- 
involution, with uterine displacements, obstructions by 
tumors and obstruction by hypertrophied mucous membrane. 
It may also be caused by various atmospheric conditions. 
Abnormal constituents of the blood or the normal constituents 
in great excess, the specific gravity being greatly increased, 
may act as an efficient cause. 

Oligomenorrhoea is the condition in which the menstrual 
flow is insufficient to relieve the pelvic congestion. It may 
persist during pregnancy. It may be due to deformities or 
want of development of the organs, to uterine displacements, 
to obesity or to anaemia. 

Polymenorrhoea is a term which must also be used in a 
relative sense as the last mentioned abnormality. The loss 
of a few ounces of blood may bring one woman to the verge 
of collapse, while another may lose great quantities for long 
periods without evident distress. It is not a necessary 
accompaniment of the menopause, but its occurrence at this 
time indicates underlying disease. Of all forms of menstrual 
disorder, it calls for the most active repressive treatment. It 
may be due to various diseases, or new growths of the uterus 
and mucous membrane. Occupations where there is constant 
exposure to great heat, predispose to it, for instance, cooks 
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and laundresses. Prostitutes and others who abuse the sexual 
act are frequently sufferers from this form of disease. 

Atopomenorrhoea is a term which is offered as a substitute 
for the inexact and inaccurate expression, vicarious menstrua- 
tion. Its synonym, xenomenia, is etymologically correct. 
Displaced menstruation may appear as bleeding from the 
nose, gums, lungs, stomach, rectum or anus; from use vi, 
ulcers, fissures, fistulee and nipples ; from the anterior cham- 
ber of the eye, and the external auditory meatus, or it may 
appear as an extravasation into or through the skin in the 
form of bloody sweating, purpura, acne, etc. 

All these facts tend to show that the monthly congestion 
in woman is not local but general, or at such times that the 
vascular tension is so raised that vessels which are near the 
surface are much more liable to rupture than under ordinary 
conditions of tension and pressure. 



Complete Inversion op the Uterus after Labor.* By N. 
GuHMAN, M. D., of St. Louis. 

I have a case to report which is very interesting to me, af- 
ter practicing medicine and obstetrics twenty-five years. I 
have never had nor seen a case of complete inversion of the 
uterus, after or during labor. 

Wednesday, February 6, 1889, at 3 p. m., I was called to 
see a woman (primipara) who was very robust and healthy, 
twenty-six years of age and in labor. Upon digital examina- 
tion I found it to be a breech presentation, sacrum to the left 
acetabulum; labor pains were regular and forcible; the os 
was dilated sufficiently to allow the insertion of the finger. 
Dilatation was very slow and the waters broke. At about 3 a. 
M., on the 7th, the uterus was fully dilated and the child 
entered the inferior strait. The woman's pelvis, as well as 
the outlet, was very small and narrow. After waiting about 
one and a half hours, I was satisfied that the child would not 
be delivered in a natural way. I concluded to get the feet 
down and deliver it. As I anticipated having some trouble in 
delivering the head, I sent for Dr. Langan to assist me. I 
brought the two feet down and delivered the child alive, 

* Read before the St. LouIb Medical Society February 16. 1889. 
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(somewhat asphyxiated, of course) after considerable delay 
of the head. After the delivery of the child, I found the pla- 
centa in the vagina. Dr. Langan and I could not eictract it, 
there was some resistance. We used gentle means for some 
time without success. We both felt satisfied that the placenta 
lay in the vagina, and was very large to all appearances. I 
tried again and hooked my finger into the placenta and ex- 
tracted it. After extraction I saw something wrapped in the 
placenta and membranes. At first I thought that it was a case 
of fatty degeneration of the placenta. 

Upon further examination we came to the conclusion that 
it was an inverted uterus. It was very small and fiat, well 
contracted. I separated the placenta and membranes from 
the uterus. They did not seem to be adherent. I replaced 
the uterus in its normal position without any trouble, and I 
felt, as Dr. Gregory said about the intestines, that the uterus 
was glad to be again in the place where it should be. 

How the accident happened I am unable to say. If the in- 
version took plade during the delivery of the head or right af- 
terward, the question arises : Did the little chloroform inha- 
lation used during delivery have something to do with it, or 
not? Since this occurred, I have looked over some of the lit- 
erature on the subject, and all authors agree that inversion of 
the uterus after labor is caused by atomy, inertia, and paresis 
of the uterine muscles and walls. It is most frequent in pri- 
maparae after tedious and prolonged labor. Courty states that 
it occurs at two different periods, viz.: 1° At the moment of 
expulsion of the foetus, through inertia of the uterus and trac- 
tion exerted by the fcetus on too short a cord ; or the parturi- 
ent being in an erect posture. 2® During the third stage, ow. 
ing to uteroplacental adhesions, through the expulsive efibrts 
of the woman and the pressure of the abdominal contents, 
such as the intestines, ovaries and Fallopian tubes. Rocki' 
tansky lays stress on the paralysis of the organ at the placen- 
tal site, and says that in case of pulling at the cord, the latter 
would break before the uterus would yield, if inertia or pare- 
sis were not present. Lazati, Hunter, Henkel, Biebold, 
Boivin, Duges, Tyler Smith, Bedford and others all agree 
that it is caused by atony, inertia, and paresis of the uterus. 
Dr. Grampton, of New York, published a paper in the 
American Journal of Obstetrics, Oct. and Nov., 1885, on inver- 
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sion of the uterus, after labor and tabulated 120 cases occur- 
ring im mediately after labor^ of which 32 died. One was un- 
relieved. ()f 104 cases which occcurred within one month 
(which he designates chronic cases), 7 died and 6 remained un- 
relieved. He says that inversion of the uterus is preceded by 
paresis of seme portion of the uterine muscles not necessarily 
at the placental site, and more frequent in primiparse. He 
further says that it is a pure neurosis in its inception, and 
does not occur without paresis. As a general rule, haemor- 
rhage is not serious. There was no heemorrhage in my case. 
The symptoms are pain, tumor in the vagina, absence of the 
uterus in the hypogastrium, depression of the whole nervous 
system^ rapid and weak pulse, cold extremities (absent in my 
case on account of its early discovery and recognition and 
reduction). Reduction should be made as soon as it is dis- 
covered. If the placenta is adherent, it should be removed 
before reduction on account of its bulk and to avoid any 
further irritation, after the reduction has been accomplished. 
The vagina should be examined every day to be assured of 
any recurrence which very often happens. 

The prognosis depends upon the rapidity of intervention ; 
the longer the delay in reducing the uterus, the greater the 
danger, and the more difficult is replacement. 



Clinical Reports. 

Case of Extensive Necrosis of Tibia. Operation — Re- 
covery. Clinic of Waldo Briggs, M. D., Professor of 
Clinical Surgery and Genito-Urinary Surgery, Beaumont 
Hospital Medical College. Reported by C. W. Lillie, 
M. D. 

The following case is reported more to illustrate the won- 
derful reparative powers of nature, than to relate any- 
thing new in operative surgery : B., a soldier, while target 
shooting in April, 1887, in Arizona, wus wounded in the right 
leg, about the junction of the upper and middle thirds. The 
tibia was broken, and, as he says, was splintered, but no bone 
was removed at the time. He was sent to the crude hospital, 
and his leg put up as for a compound, or open fracture. The 
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wound remained open, and it soon became evident that dead 
bone existed, and this the surgeon attempted to remove. What 
was found, and how much removed, isnot known. This im- 
proved the condition of the limb, and the wound seemed 
about to heal, but after a few weeks was worse than ever — a 
new opening having been made a few inches below the 
original wound. A new operation was performed, and more 
dead bone removed, this time, as he tells us, an incision wag 
made from one opening to the other. After this, the limb 
again improved. The improvement was only temporary, as 
the pus which continued to form burrowed further along the 
bone, and in a short time opened just above the ankle. 

The continued suppuration was undermining his health, and 
he procured his discharge and came to St. Louis in last May, 
about 13 months after the injury. At this time, when he first 
came under my care, he was a mere skeleton — was able to 
move about the house on crutches, but was very feeble and 
looked about worn out with the pain and loss of flesh. The 
leg at this time presented a deep depression corresponding to 
the flat surface of the shaft of the tibia with cicatricial tissue 
covering almost the entire^ outer surface of the leg. The crest 
of the tibia was gone in two places about an inch long. A 
probe passed into the upper opening, which he said was the 
site of the original wound, could be passed out at the lower 
one about six inches below. No dead bone could be felt ; but 
as I knew it to be the cause of the prolonged suppuration, I 
determined to operate. Accordingly on the day set, as- 
sisted by Drs. A. C. Robinson and C. W. Lillie, I 
opened the sinus its entire length. The cicatricial tissues 
were then dissected up from the bone and the real condition 
ascertained. It was then found that two openings existed in 
the tibia, both of which penetrated to the medullary canal, 
and in the canal was a sequestrum five inches in length and 
constituting fully one-third of the shaft of the tibia being its 
outer part. This sequestrun was held iii its position by a 
broad bridge of new bone which had formed around it and 
which effectually prevented its removal. This new bone, 
which was hard as ivory, was sawed out by two longitudinal 
cuts about five-eighths of an inch apart, and the bridge and 
sequestrun beneath it removed. It was then found that almost 
the entire shaft of the tibia in its middle third was gone, only 
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a small portion of the inner border and another small portion 
of the outer border remaining bony, the remainder being ap- 
parently cartilaginous. The entire cavity was then care- 
fully scooped, the soft parts curetted, and the whole thoroughly 
washed with pure campho-phenique, powdered with iodoform 
and packed with tarred tow and dressed with a roller bandage, 
the leg being supported by a straight external splint. The 
subsequent treatment consisted in daily washing with warm 
water and the same dressing as at first. 

The patient rapidly improved and in four weeks was able 
to go about on crutches, and in three months discarded them 
altogether and is now apparently as well as ever. 
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"INHIBITION" OR ARREST? 

Apropos of a private and friendly discussion between two 
eminent members of the profession in this city concerning the 
propriety of the use of the phrase *' cardiac inhibition," ** res- 
piratory inhibition," etc., in lieu of the older and apparently 
plainer terms ** arrest of heart action," ** arrest of respiratory 
action," etc., a note has been received by the editors of the 
Journal inviting an expression of opinion on the subject, and 
requesting an '^ explanation of the difference or shades of 
meaning, if any, existing between the two modes of expres. 
sion." 



k« 



1889.] Editorials. 149 

An inveBtigation of the literature of the subject, and espe- 
cially the study of recent articles on Inhibition from the pens 
of Brown-Sequard and Fran9ois-Franck, leads us to say in 
reply that we consider the word ** inhibition," when used in 
these connections, preferable to ''arrest," and we cannot do 
better by way of explanation of our preference than quote or 
rather paraphrase certain portions of a recent and most re- 
markable essay by Brown-Sequard entitled ''Champ d'action 
de I'inhibition en physiologic, en pathog^nie et en th6rapeu. 
tique," which we find in Volume XXE. Archives de PhysioUh 
gie; but before doing so a few words concerning the history of 
our knowledge of the phenomena grouped under the head of 
inhibition, may not be inappropriate. 

As is well known, the passive arrest of heart-action was 
the first discovery in inhibition, and the first announcement 
thereof was made in a note read before a reunion of Italian 
scientists at Naples in 1845, by Ernest Henri Weber who,with 
his brother, Edouard, had conducted the investigations which 
led thereto. A question afterward arose as to this priority, and 
it was claimed that the most important facts therein had been 
anticipated by Budge in a paper in Mueller's Arehiven fuer 
Anatamie und Physiologie. Milne-Edwards, who patiently in- 
vestigated the claims of all parties, comes to the conclusion 
(in his Lecons sur la physiologie et anatomie comparee, etc.. Vol. 
IV., p. 149) that while nothing in the announcement of the 
brothers Weber showed that they recognized the sedative effect 
produced upon the heart by galvanization of the spinal mar- 
row over the vagi nerves, and that they had attributed the ar- 
rest of heart-beat under the circumstances to a permarient con- 
traction of the organ and not to a relaxation of its fibres, never- 
theless, the weight of evidence was in favor of the fact that 
each party had simultaneously and independently arrived at 
the conclusions severally presented. 

After the discovery of cardiac inhibition, that of other in- 
hibitions rapidly followed — that of respiratory activity, of the 
reflex faculty of the spinal marrow, of the motor power of the 
intestines, etc. 

In his lectures in Paris, in 1869 and 1871, Brown-Sequard 
announced and demonstrated that " the field of inhibition is 
far more considerably extended than we have hitherto be- 
lieved." Later, in New York, in 1873, the same investigator 
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gave a liet of the inhibitory phenomena discovered up to that 
time. 

Prior to these discoveries inhibition was regarded as rest- 
ing in and arising from the cerebro- spinal centre and the gan- 
glions of the great sympathetic. Now, Dr. Brown-Sequard 
announces and has demonstrated that so far from this being 
the case, it takes place not only in the elements of the purely 
dynamogenic or force-producing tissues (cells, or fibres of 
the motor and sensory nerves and contractile fibres of various 
types), but in all other tissues of the animal organism, as ex- 
emplified in the suspension of secretions and the interchanges 
between the blood and the tissues. 

The word inhibition, though its meaning and derivation are 
somewhat obscure to those who know it only through the text- 
books of physiology or pathology, is a peculiarly felicitous 
one, since it is thoroughly descriptive of the phenomena to 
which it is applied. 

In law '^ inhibition " is a term used to signify the suspen- 
sion of one lawful process by another, while ^' arrest " means 
the stoppage of an unlawful offender. In physiology and 
pathology similarly, inhibition is a process by virtue of which 
a property or operation, and (secondarily) a function or a sini- 
pie action, instantaneously or very rapidly, either tempora-^ 
rily or permanently disappears from one or several portions 
of the organism remote from a certain point of irritation of 
the nervous system, the said disappearance being at the same 
time due to and caused by a special influence exerted by the 
irritation at said point and thence transmitted to the part or 
parts ultimately affected y it. 

Briefly, then, it is a result produced by an irritation,which 
may be paraphrased by the words '* suspensive," '*modera- 
tive " or ** paralyzing " action, but is scarcely conveyed by the 
word arrest, as ordinarily understood, although the ultimate 
result may be an arrest or estoppage of the process, function, 
property or action in question. 

The difference or shade of meaning between the two words 
is not so great in English as in French ; but since our litera- 
ture on the subject is mainly drawn from the French, and the 
word inhibition more nearly describes the phenomena, as ar- 
bitrators we decide in favor of '' inhibition " as opposed to 
^^ arrest " in the discussion in question. 
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THB FUNCTIONS OF MEDICAL SOCIETIES. 

Herbert Spencer has very clearly shown in his work on 
Sociology that bodies politic and social undergo changes in 
evolution that are analogous to those which have gone on in 
the animal body. He has traced the origin of society back to 
its simplest expression and he has furthermore considered 
the various causes which have led to the formation of society 
in its present form. Were we so inclined we might pursue 
the analogy, existing between the body social and the body 
animal, still further. Both are composed of parts which are 
subservient to the general whole and all of these parts have 
certain functions to perform, functions which are necessarily 
for the benefit of the entire body, for its improvement and 
perpetuation as well as for the purpose of increasing its pow- 
er and usefulness. 

Among the important factors of the social life of the pres- 
ent age may be ranked the physician. He is important not 
only on account of his peculiar professional work, but he is 
also a social factor of some weight. His increasing importance 
has led to one useful result — the formation of medical societies 
and it is of these that we propose saying a few words. One of 
the questions which suggests itself is what is the position of 
such an organization or association with respect to the social 
body itself. The only answer that we can make to this is 
that it is one of the parts of that grand whole that must have 
functions of such a nature that it will tend to improve the 
whole. What then are these functions ? That is the question 
which we wish to consider, and then see if these functions 
are being performed in such a manner as they should be, or 
if there still remain opportunities for improvement. 

If we examine the declarations of faith of medical societies 
as they now exist, we will find that they have for their leading 
and common object the advancement of the art of medicine 
for the avowed benefit of humanity. To accomplish this it is 
necessary for those interested in the common pursuit of the 
practice of medicine to meet periodically, exchange views, re- 
late experiences, give the results of experiments, and contrib- 
ute to the common fund whatever they may deem novel or 
use^il either to adopt or avoid. But is this done? How often 
is a medical society used as a convenient cloak to shield the 
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iniquities of certain individuals. How often do we see the 
medical society used as a foil wherewith to inflict an injury 
upon some individual who has, perhaps, incurred the enmity 
of some members. And how often do we see the society made 
the tool of personal ambition and the means of wreaking priv- 
ate vengeance. 

The instances which are matters of daily occurrence in this 
country, more especially, have had a much more far-reaching 
influence than is generally supposed. It has been found that 
those medical societies which confine themselves entirely or 
nearly so to the consideration of medical subjects have become 
the leaders of their kind. The more general in their scope the 
other questions treated, the more respect gained by the 
society ; and, conversely, the smaller the matters which con- 
sume time, the less interest and consequently the less influ- 
ence exercised. And, when the medical society is converted 
into a persecuting machine and assumes the functions of an 
inquisitorial board of its own making, the honest, working, 
conscientious members of the profession desert it and leave it 
to its own fate. Work, good work and harmony is what is 
now needed in nearly all the medical societies at present in 
existence and, unless this is soon accomplished those who are 
in faVor of it will have to band together for the purpose of at- 
taining this object. Under such circumstances they would 
have but little pains to demonstrate what the true functions of 
medical societies are. Such a demonstration would be one 
fraught with benefit to the art of medicine in general and to 
its representatives in particular. 

A DISTINCTION WITHOUT A DIFFERENCE. 

Dr. E. B. Ward recently contributed an article to the 
Medical Age, in the course of which he announced as the 
experience of thirty years' practice that *' a doctor is morally 
bound to lie under certain circumstances " — a proposition 
which no physician of much experience can gainsay, and the 
reading of which will instantly bring to the mind of every 
old practitioner instances wherein the telling of the truth 
would have been an unpardonable folly, to say the least. 

In a succeeding number of the same journal, W. Flagler, 
M. D., who states (though it was not at all necessary, being 
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self-evident) that he had *' not practiced medicine one-fifth 
of thirty years," sharply takes Dr. Ward to task for the. rash 
averment, and in the course of his article says : '' I can con- 
ceive of many circamstances-^and what physician cannot? — 
which imperatively demand that the truth be carefully con- 
cealed. But concealing the truth and deliberately uttering an 
untruth, are two essentially different things I ^^ 

In what code of laws, morals, or ethics, Dr. Flagler; will 
you kindly tell us? Wherein lies the distinction, pray, 
between suppressio veri and suggestio falsi? So far is the 
concealment of the truth from being morally superior to 
absolute falsehood, it is generally regarded as the measliest 
and meanest quality of lying. It is the invariable resort of 
the coward who does not want to tell the truth and is afraid 
to tell a direct lie. It is, besides, that form of lying which 
is most easily detected, and a resort to which in such cases 
as Dr. Ward had in mind when he wrote his article, would 
have a far more disastrous effect upon the patients, for 
whose benefit it was practiced, than the bald, brutal truth 
would have had. 

The uttering of a lie to a patient under certain circum- 
stances, is nothing more nor less than the administration of 
a remedy, — a placebo if you please, or a mental tonic, and 
just 80 long as experienced and skillful men recognize the 
influence of mind over matter in disease, they will resort to 
lying exactly as they resort to quinine and iron, or chloral or 
morphine. 

ABTI0LE8 PBOMISED THE BEADERS OF THE JOUBNAL. 

In pursuance of our determination to make the St. Louis 
Medical and Surgical Journal the exponent of the best 
medical talent in our country, the editors take pleasure 
in announcing that the following articles will appear in our 
April and May numbers : 

Dr. L. J. Matthews, of Carthage, Mo., will contribute a 
paper on '^Inflammation of the Bowels as a Complication of 
Pneumonia." 

Dr. John W. Trader, of Sedalia, Mo., will have two 
articles entitled '*Typho-Malarial Fever," one of which will 
appear in each number. 
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Dr. Waldo Briggs will have a most interesting article od 
Osteo-Sarcoma, with clinical report of remarkable operation 
for same. 

Dr. Knkney French, of Mexico, Mo., will contribute a. 
study on ** Ulcers." 

Dr. Reynold W. Wilcox, of New York, will have an? 
article in the May number, the title of which is not yet sent 
in. 

In addition to these, we are promised articles from our 
local Nestor, Dr. E. H. Gregory, and from several local phy- 
sicians who have not yet announced the titles of their 
papers, but which will be signified in our next issue. 

Most of these articles will be liberally illustrated, and we 
again say to our friends that we shall be pleased to furnish 
illustrations for their papers in all cases where the same is- 
desired. 



Znicroscopy. 

The American Monthly Microscopical Journal. — Un- 
der the new management and auspices this journal is rapidly 
coming to the front as one of the best published in any lan- 
guage. The February number is exceedingly rich in original 
matter of a varied character, embracing biology, bacteriology, 
technology and pure microscopy, along with news, notes and 
items of interest to all workers in microscopy. It is published 
by G. W. Smiley, P. 0. Box 630, Washington, D. C., at$l.(X> 
per annum. 

Proceedings of the American Society of Microscopists.^ 
— As predicted some months ago, the Proceedings of theElev-^ 
enth Annual Meeting A. S. M. (Columbus Meeting, 1888), 
have made their appearance several months in advance of the 
date at which they have been appearing for several year& 
past. While not so voluminous or so elegantly illustrated a& 
some of its predecessors, the volume in hand is a very hand* 
some one in every respect, and in point of scientific and liter* 
ary merit it is not behind any that the society has ever issued. 
We have not time or space in the present issue to more than 
glance at the table of contents, and in this we find, among 
others, the following papers of great value : The Nature of 
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the Protozoa, and Lessong of these Simplest Animals, by 
David S. Kellicott (Annual address of the President) ; On the 
Radiation of Heat between Metals, with Numerical Results 
for Brass and Steel, by W. A. Rodgers (a noble paper, and 
one that is fully equal to the best that Prof. Rodgers has yet 
done); The Ustilaginese, or Smuts, by T. J. Burrill ; Photo- 
graphing with High Powers by Lamplight, by H. J. Detmers, 
(also a most valuable contribution). There are a number of 
other excellent papers, all of which will repay perusal. The 
difinite announcement is made that the next meeting of the 
Society will be held at Buffalo, N. Y., at a date not yet fixed, 
but some time in August. Buffalo has a first class local society 
and a number ef very active workers with the microscope, 
and there is every promise of a splendid meeting. 

New Rapid Process for Staining Bacillus Tuberculi. — 
MM. Plttion and Roux have presented to the Soci^t^ de 
M^decine de Lyon a process for differential staining of bacillus 
tuberculi in which the easily decomposible anilin water, or 
its substitute, carbolized water, is supplanted by aqua 
ammonise. There are in the process three fluids, viz.: 

Solution A — Ten parts of fuchsin dissolved in 100 parts of 
absolute alcohol. 

Solution B — Three parts liquid ammonia dissolved in 100 
parts of distilled water. 

Solution C — Alcohol,50 parts ; water, 30 parts ; nitric acid, 
20 parts ; anilin green to saturation. In preparing this solu- 
tion dissolve the green in the alcohol, add the water, arid last- 
ly the acid. 

To use — To 10 parts of solution B add 1 part of solution A, 
and heat until vapor begins to show itself, then immerse the 
cover-glass, prepared as in the ordinary method of staining. 
One minute suffices to thoroughly stain the bacilli. Wash 
with plenty of water, and after rinsing with distilled water, let 
fall on the film side of the cover-glass 2 or 3 drops of the green 
solution (C), and let it remain not longer than forty seconds. 
Wash off with abundant water, dry, and mount in xylol bal- 
sam. The bacilli will, on examination, be found to be stained 
a fine rose-red, upon a pale or delicate green ground. 

Most excellent preparations may be obtained by replacing 
the fuchsin with gentian violet and the anilin green with a 
weak solution of chrysoidin. 
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[An experiment made with the above stain by the writer 
seems to prove its claims to superiority over all other stains 
yet tried. Not only is the process more rapid than any 
hitherto used (except that of Glorieux, and it equals even this 
reinarkably rapid method), but a greater number of bacilli are 
developed. Further than this, the bacilli appear to be swol- 
len by the process, and show up larger and more clearly. — 
F. L. J. 

Sharpening the Section Knife. — If we may judge from 
the number of queries which have come to us from time to 
time, and from the interest displayed by students and others 
on this point, this operation, while simplicity itself to one 
who has learned the * knack,' is one full of difficulties, to the 
uninitiated. Giving in succession three or four students who 
complained that they could not succeed in getting the right 
kind of an edge on their blades, an old knife and a hone, and 
olosely watching their manoeuvres, I caught what appears to be 
the prime cause of the trouble, viz.; an involuntary turn of the 
wrist upward at the end of each forward and backward motion of 
the knife on the hone,whereby the edge placed on the blade at 
the centre of the stroke was rounded off and worn away. 




Fig. 23. Proper and improper method of holding blade in honing. 

This movement, and its effect on the edge of the blade is 
shown in Fig. 23 — wherein a d represent the surface of the 
hone ; h showing the blade in its proper position and c the 
same elevated so as as to bring the edge into contact with 
the hone. There is another habit also quite common, which 
has a similar effect on the edge, viz. : its rotation^ in reversing 
the blade at the end of a stroke, on its edge, instead of its 
back, as a fulcrum, or, as shown in Fig. 24, from /> as a centre, 
towards d, instead of from c toward a. The blade should be 
laid on the surface of the hone in such a manner that every 
part of the flat side should be in contact at one and the same 
time, and this contact should be maintaine'd throughout the 
stroke. On the hollowed side (not shown in either sketch). 
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the cutting edge and the edge of the back should be kept con- 
stantly on the surface of the hone. The knife should be drawn 
over the stone edge foremost with a smooth, even stroke, from 
heel to point. Where the knife is very dull or hacked^ most 
of the honing should be done on the hollowed side, for 
obvious reasons. As to hones ; — some difference of opinion 
exists as to the relative merits of the Turkish, the ** barber " or 
'^ German razor," and the Ouachita or Hot Springs stones. 
Each has its merits, and I am in the habit of using all of them 
as occasion demands. The Turkish hone cuts more rapidly 
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Fig. 24. 



than either of the others, but leaves a wiry edge that must be 
strapped off. The ** barber," if a good specimen, leaves little 
to be desired on the score of either rapidity of cut or smooth- 
ness of edge ; but for a perfect edge, requiring no strapping, 
the finer qualities of Hot Springs hones are unexcelled. Other 
things being equal, the hone with the broadest bearing surface 
is the best. As a lubricator use olive oil with the Turkish 
stone, soap-suds with the '' German razor," and pure glycerin 
with the Arkansas hones. As to '^ strops," I rarely use them 
even for the razor with which I shave, and unless handled in 
gentle and scientific manner they always do more harm than 
good (by rounding off the edge). 



A Munificent Donation is that recently made by the late 
Alexander Murray, of Montreal, Canada. By his will the 
Montreal General Hospital will come into possession of $750,- 
000. This is the largest donation ever made in Canada^ for a 
similar purpose, with the exception of that of Sir Donald A. 
Smith and Sir George Stephen which amounted to a million 
dollars. 
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Dermatology anb <5emto«UrtnarH Diseases. 

Alopecia Areata following an Operation.— B. Pontop- 
pidorn reports the case of a girl, 10 years of age, upon whom 
an operation was performed for the removal of a gland in the 
left carotid region (MancUshefte fuer Prajfitiache Dermatologie), 
Three weeks after the operation, the bandage was removed 
and it was found that a number of hairless spots existed upon 
the neck. These increased in size. There were two spots sym- 
metrically located and about the size of a silver half-dollar. 
The case progressed well under treatment. It is interesting 
as bearing upon the nervous origin of alopecia areata. 

Hydroxylamin. — Hydroxylamin according to P. J. Eich- 
hoff (Monatshefte fuer Praktiache Dermatologie) is a very pow- 
erful reducing agent and one which he believes is destined to 
supersede pyrogallic acid and chrysarobin in dermatological 
practice. The form of hydroxylamin which the author em- 
ploys is the muriate and his general formula is as follows : 

]$ Hydroxylamin. muriat 1 

Spirit. Vini, 

Giycerini, aa 600 

M. 

The parts are first to be thoroughly washed with an alka- 
line soap before applying the above which is to be painted on 
three to five times daily. The above strength is sufficient as 
the remedy irritates easily and becomes toxic in a short time. 
The diseases in which Eichhofi* has met with success in the 
use of this agent are five cases of lupus vulgaris, five of herpes 
tonsurans, and one of parasitic sycosis. This remedy should 
be carefully used on account of the great irritation which it 
produces. Sometimes severe ulcerative processes follow its 
application. 

Pterygoidal Plaques. — Certain ulcerations of congenital 
syphilis, occurring upon the soft palate, have been designated 
pterygoidal plaques. Dr. Sevestre in describing these states 
that there are always two, symmetrically situated upon the 
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vault of the paUte bebind and vithin tbe alveolftr arch, at the 
point where the pterygoid apophyaes form a projeotion (Fig. 
^). Tbe plaqnea are roundish or ovalish, rarely attaining the 
«ise of a oet^timetre in their long diameter. These are slightly 




Fig. 25. Pterfgoid Flaqnea. 
«1ev&ted and yellowish white in color. Later there is a loss 
of substance and finally they become deeper, brownish in 
«olor, and bleed easily. They remain stationary a certain 
length of time and finally heal. 




Fig. 26. Uedian Syphilitic Labial FiBBaree. 
Syphilitic Labial Fissures. — Dr. Sevestre is publishing 
3. series of interesting articles upon precocious congenital 
eyphilidee in the Progris Midical, and among some of the le- 
«ioDs observed he mentions labial fissures. These are frequent 
and may be median, commissural, or dispersed. The median 
are seated upon the upper lip to the right and the left of the 
middle lobe (Fig. 26). These are a pretty certain sign of syph- 
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ilis. When occarring upon the lower lip the median fissure is 
eingle and is situated in the exact centre of the lip. Commis- 
sural fifiHSoreB «s their name implies occupy the commissures 
and are essentially mucous patches. Dispersed fissures occur 
upon the upper or lower lip, at several points, and their direc- 
tion is from behind forwards. These are regarded as a positive 
sign of congenital syphilis and indicate a severe form. 



Diseases of tlje (Eye anb (£ar. 

Defects in Conjunctiva Supplied from Mucous Mem- 
brane of Mouth. — A very interesting operation on a young 
child is reported by Dr. W. F. Smith of Chicago in the 
Archives of Ophthalmology for December, 1888. The child had 
a severe attack of ophthalmia neonatorum. The result was 
that the conjunctiva of both upper lids contracted in the pro* 
cess of cicatrization so as to cup the lids inwardly and cause the 
lashes to scratch persistently upon the balls. In one eye the 
scratching was relieved by the usual treatment for entropion, 
but in the other eye it failed entirely and the lashes continued 
to scratch. To relieve this the following operation, very 
briefly stated, was made: The object was to increase the 
area of the contracted and cicatrized conjunctiva so as to allow 
the lashes to stand in their natural position away from the 
ball, using strictly antiseptic precautions. A deep incision was 
made parallel with the free margin of the lid on its inner sur- 
face one line from its free edge clear through the cartilage 
and orbicularis muscle. This was properly cleansed and 
made to gape widely. From the buccal surface of the mouth 
a piece of mucous membrane was excised, including the sub- 
mucous connective tissue, sufficiently large to fill up the gap- 
ing incision in the lid. After it was trimmed into proper 
shape it was nicely stitched in the open incision, first fasten- 
ing the extreme ends of the graft in position and then stitch- 
ing the sides to the corresponding parts of the cut conjunctiva. 
The end stitches were passed clear through the lid by means 
of two needles on one thread and tied over a twist of cotton 
on the outer surface. The end stitches were removed on the 
second day; the side stiches on the fifth day^ There was 



1889.] Eye aud Bar. 161 

practically do reaction. The entire graft lived and healed in 
nicely. It had the desired effect of increasing the conjunctival 
area so as to let the lashes stand clear away from the ball. 
The result was certainly very gratifying. This case and 
others prove that the mouth is a better source for grafts than 
the rabbit's conjunctiva. 

Strong Solution Nitrate of Silver in Chronic Eczema 
of Meatus. — I have been treating a gentleman off and on for 
several years for chronic eczema of outer portions of external 
meati. The greatest annoyance he has is the excessive itch- 
ing at times. Scratching the parts aggravates the condition 
by breaking the skin and causing it to crack open and discharge 
a sero-purulent fluids which in turn corrodes the skin of the 
auricle and makes the whole ear very sore. The skin of the 
outer end of the meatus is so tender that pulling slightly on 
the auricle makes its crack in places. In the treatment, I 
have used at different times every thing I could think of. The 
eczema gets better and often apparently well, but soon returns 
again as bad as ever. I have repeatedly used solutions of ni- 
trate of silver 20 to 30 grains to ounce of water, but lately I 
have been using a solution of 60 grains to ounce and find that 
it controls the eruption and itching better than anything that 
I have hitherto used. It promptly stops the terrible desire 
to scratch, dries up the watery secretion and causes the cracks 
in the skin to heal up. In such inveterate cases of eczema 
strong solutions are to be preferred over milder ones. The 
parts must always be tenderly manipulated because the skin 
cracks so easily. The method of applying the solution is a 
matter of great importance. I twist a bit of cotton on the 
end of a probe tightly, stick it into the solution and rub it well 
into the skin. The solution should not be allowed to run 
down into the ear. One ear has been perfectly well for three 
months and the other causes comparatively little trouble, but 
so far it has not gotten entirely well. The patient has persis- 
tent eczema on other parts of the body. 

Connective-tissue Abscess over Mastoid Process. — A 
little girl about 14 years old has been extremely delicate all 
of lier life. Has always had a very precarious appetite. In 
fact has never apparently eaten enough to keep a *^ chicken 
alive," and what she did eat was mostly candy and sweet 
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things. She has suffered greatly from rheumatisnpi all her 
life. All of the joints, both large and small, are greatly swol- 
len and seem to be distended with lymph or semifluid materi- 
al. All the joints of the fingers are about twice the thickness 
of the fingers proper and the knees proportionately enlarged, 
but none of the swollen joints are tender to pressure. She is 
literally nothing but skin, bones and swollen joints. This ex- 
treme emaciation was manifestly the result of insufficient 
and improper nourishment. She has spent most of her time 
in bed lately. A few days ago I was consulted on account of 
an enormous swelling on the left side of the head, mainly be 
hind the ear but extending high up on the side of the head and 
far into the region of the temple. This swelling began sud- 
denly 4 weeks previously and had gradually increased to pre- 
sent dimensions and had caused very little pain. The skin 
behind the ear and over mastoid process was very red and 
quite thin. Well-marked fluctuation could be easily felt all 
around the ear and over the temple. There had never been any 
ortorrhcsa whatever. 

Diagnosis — Connective-tissue abscess the result of insuffi- 
cient nutrition. The connective tissue had simply perished 
for want of nourishment. The history showed that she had 
previously had similar abscesses in other parts of the body. 
The mother was sure the child was ** scrofulous." I opened 
the abscess freely behind the ear and a large amount of un- 
healthy pus and bloody serum escaped. The abscess had no 
connection whatever with the interior of the ear or mastoid 
cells. 

Treatment — The mother was strongly urged to keep every 
thing pressed out of the abscess cavity so as to prevent blood 
poisoning and get it to close up promptly. Internally ordered 
15 drops muriated tine, of iron 6 times a day and Scott's 
Emulsion 3 times a day and all the nourishment she could 
possibly take, withholding all sweet things. The child at once 
began to eat ''like a wolf" and the swelling rapidly went 
down and at present there is every prospect of rapid recovery 
of health and proper flesh. She was nearly starved to death 
simply because she would not eat anything but candy, sugar 
and sweet fruits. These were replaced by a full meat diet. 

A. D. Williams, M. D. 
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€xcerpts from Kussian, pdislj anb Bulgarian 

3ournaIs, 

Case of Suppurative Clitoritis. — Dr. Bogoslovsky, of 
Kostroma, records (Proceedings of the Kostroma Medical So* 
<:iety, Sept. 29, 1888, p. 1) a rare case of an elderly woman 
who sought admission to the town hospital on account of re- 
tention of urine. On examination, the clitoris was found to 
be as large as a walnut; tensa, red and fluctuating, the 
urethral orifice closed by inflammatory swelling. The in- 
flamed organ was freely incised, and the urine drawn out by a 
catheter. The patient made a speedy recovery. 

Magisterium Bismuthi in Infantile Summer Diar- 
rhoea. — In the St. Petersburg weekly RUsskaia Meditzina, No, 
30, 1888, p. 480, Dr. A. Piiginoff' emphatically declares that 
subnitrate of bismuth constitutes the most reliable remedy for 
epidemic summer diarrhoea in nurslings. He gives the drug 
larga manu,'feeling sure that a pure preparation is excreted 
per anum wholly and in an unaltered state. Thus, to an 
infant of 4i months, he administers 1} or 2 grains every 2 
hours. The main advantages of the subnitrate over all other 
means are stated to be these : 1^ The drug does not give rise 
to any untoward accessory symptoms. 2^ It is readily taken 
and perfectly well borne. 3° It acts on the intestinal tract 
both as a sedative and as an antiseptic. 

Cumin Seeds as a Helminthic in Children. — Dr. Joseph 
H. Gross, of Alexandropol, draws attention (Proceedings of the 
Caucasian Medical Society^ 1888, Nov. 13, p. 186) that the 
seeds of the common cumin {Semen carui Russ. tmin) seem to 
represent a very effective remedy against tape-worm, especially 
useful in children. He adduces three successive cases where 
the ingestion of the seeds (in the shape of a cumin cheese 
largely used in West Russia) was invariably followed in a few 
hours by the discharge of the worms (the head and all). 
To secure a complete extraction, an enema, made of three 
tumblerfuls of warm (29® R.) water with two ounces of olive 
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oil was administered just after the first proglottides had been 
protruded through the anus, und then the '* ribbon" was 
cautiously dragged out with the finger. Dr. Gross warmly 
recommends giving a fair trial to this method, which is very 
simple, cheap, easily accessible everywhere and free from any 
unpleasant accessory effects (such as nausea and vomiting), 
and does not require any preparatory treatment — children 
taking the remedy most readily. 

Acetate of Lead in Chapped Nipples. — In the Moscow 
weekly Navosti Terapii, No. 12, 1888, p. 455, Dr. A, Nesvitzky 
asserts that he treats, with invariably successful results, all 
cases of chapped nipple by the local application of the follow- 
lowing ointment : 

9 Plumbi acetic! gr. ix. 

Solve in aq . destill 388. 

Deinde adde cerse flavse 3ii88. 

Vaselinse flavse gi, 

M. D. S. Spread a layer as thick as a table knife's back over a 
piece of soft linen, and cover the parts. 

The dressing should be changed every day. A consider- 
able relief is said to be felt even after the first twenty-four 
hours, fissures, excoriations, etc., healing fairly rapidly. The 
same ointment is employed by Dr. Nesvitzky with similar 
success in painful induration of the mammary gland during 
lactation. 

Iodide of Starch in Infectious Gastro- Intestinal Affec- 
tions. — In the the Tchernigov weekly Zemshy Vratch, Nov. 9, 
1888, p. 113, Dr. P. Evseenko writes that he most successfully 
treats various infectious diseases of the digestive tract by 
means of the internal use of iodide of starch (Ph, Robs,^ vide 
infra) in doses of from 3 to 5 grains to a child, and of 10 grains 
to adults. The substance may be given either in powder 
(with water), or in the shape of pills (with simple syrup or 
starch paste). The administration is said to be always fol- 
lowed by a rapid and complete disappearance of diarrhoea, 
vomiting, tympanites, pain, fever, etc Such good results 
are attributed by Dr. Evseenko to a powerful parasiticide 
action of the iodine. The addition of starch is of great 
service, since the compound liberates iodine but very grad- 
ually and hence allows a thorough disinfection of the gas- 
trointestinal contents along the whole tract. [Amylum 
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jodatum s. jodaretum amyli s. (Russ.) iodistyi kraJchmal Ph. 
Rossicse is prepared ex tempore by dissolving one part of 
iodine in ten parts of 95 per cent, alcohol, and by mixing the 
solution with 29 parts of wheat starch. The preparation con- 
tains 3.33 per cent, of iodine. — Reporter,'] 

Lactic Acid in Laryngeal Phthisis. — Dr. Wladislaw 
Oltuszewski states (^Wiadomosci Lekarskie, No. 5, 1888, p. 159) 
that having extensively tried Herring's method of treatment of 
laryngeal phthisis by painting with a from 10 to 50 per cent, 
solution of lactic acid, he has arrived at the following con- 
clusions : 1^ Lactic acid acts most rapidly in cases where 
ulcers are situated about the epiglottis and vocal cords (that 
is, in the most accessible regions). Superficial ulcers in 
said regions are healed completely after a few applications. 
2^ When the posterior wall of the larynx is affected, the 
remedy acts much more slowly, but even here a cure may 
sometimes be obtained, especially when the lesions involve 
only superficial structures. 3° The paintings relieve both 
primary and secondary oedematous swelling of the parts ; the 
primary oedema, however, yields less readily than the 
secondary. 4^ They alleviate swallowing and improve the 
patient's voice. 5^ If abundant granulations are present, 
chromic acid or a sharp spoon should be resorted to before 
the lactic acid treatment. The latter remains inactive in re- 
spect to connective tissue outgrowths. 6^ Cicatrisation of 
ulcers takes place without the formation of any sloughs. 7^ 
On the whole, the results of the treatment are dependant 
upon the depth of the ulcers. 

On the Mechanical Treatment of Trachoma. — Dr 
Kramsztyk, of Warsaw, thinks {Przeglad Lekarski^ No. 38, 
1888) that a mechanical treatment of trachoma by means of 
crushing and pressing out the conjunctival granulations is the 
, most rational and effective of all proposed. The ordinary 
digital procedure, however, proves to be ** fairly barbarous " on 
account of the severe pain caused to the patient (even when the 
operation is performed after, the instillation of cocaine). Be- 
sides, the fingers represent a rather clumsy and coarse instru- 
ment for the purpose. To improve the method, the author 
has invented a special pincette (trachoma forceps), the blades 
of which are armed with equally sized, somewhat pear-shaped 
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rings (well fitting on closing the instrument). Having caught 
the conjunctival fold containing a trachomatous follicle, the 
author extirpates the latter by a firm pressure produced by his 
hand. [In the Veatnik Oftalmologii, Nov. and Dec, 1888, p. 
579, Professor A. V. Khoden (the editor), of Kiev, draws at- 
tention to the fact that a fairly good trachoma-pincette has 
been already introduced into practice by Dr. Schneller. — Re- 
porter.'] 

Thymol in the Diarrhoeas of Phthisis.— In the St. 
Petersburg weekly Vratehy Nos. 48 and 49, 1888, p. 956, Dr. 
Vladimir V. Pilipovitch, of Odessa, details his experience 
concerning the treatment of diarrhoea in phthisical patients 
by the internal administration of thymol in doses of 3 or 4 
grammes a day. In all, forty-eight cases were treated after 
this method, the course varying from a week to three months. 
Of these, twenty-two left the hospital more or less markedly 
improved; eighteen died ; eight still remained under observa- 
tion at the date of the communication. The essential out- 
come of Dr. Filipovitch's observations may be condensed as 
follows: 1*^ As a rule, thymol arrests diarrhoea in 2, 3 or 4 
days. 2^ It remains inert only in such cases where diarrhoea 
is caused by amyloid degeneration of the intestinal walL 
3** The drug does not give rise to any disturbances of any 
systemic functions, and that even when taken daily for three 
successive months. 4® It even improves the patient's appe- 
tite, diminishes fever, cough and expectoration and, in 
patients with relatively small destruction of the lung, in- 
creases the body's weight. 5° It does not increase haemop- 
tysis. 6® The patient's urine shows no decomposition even 
after a 10 or 15-day contact with the air. 7^ The patient's 
faecal masses emanate but a slightly ofiensive odor. 8^ The 
beneficial action of thymol on the diarrhoea of phthisis is de- 
pendant, probably, upon its powerful antiseptic properties. , 
The diarrhoea is caused by the irritating influence on the in- 
testinal wall of products of decomposition brought about by 
microbes. Thymol destroys the latter. [In an editorial foot- 
note, loco ciL, Professor Viatcheslav A. Manassein again and 
again emphasizes his thesis that ''the. most important and 
and most powerful means for phthisical diarrhoeas is consti- 
tuted by a good, palatable and varying dietary arranged in 
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accordance with the patient's individual tastes and desires. A 
second place is occupied by cleansing enemata made of an or- 
dinary tepid (26^ to 28^0) water or highly astringent solutions, 
and administered 2 or 3 times weekly. As to anti- 
fermentative and parasiticide drugs, they have but a sub- 
ordinate value . ' ' — Reporter J] 

Electricity in Gynaecological Practice. — In a prelimin- 
ary note in the Meditzinskoie' Obozrenie\ No. 23, 1888, p. 1052^ 
Dr. Leonty N. Varnek, house physician to the Basmannaia 
Infirmary, Moscow, furnishes a very able account of his ex- 
tensive clinical experiments concerning Apostoli's method of 
treatment of various diseases of females. The author's con> 
elusions may be summarized thus: 1^ Electrization after 
Apostoli's methods represents a most powerful therapeutic 
agent in cases of a. uterine fibroids; b. chronic metritis 
(in all stages) ; c. subacute and chronic perimetritis 
and parametritis; d. subacute and chronic oophoritis 
tod pachysalpingitis; e. hsematocele periuterina, /. sub- 
involution of the womb (post partum et abortum) ; g, 
duperinvolution and atrophy of the uterus; h. pelvic 
neuralgias of various kinds. 2^ In many cases (especially of 
fibroids), electricity, without any risk to the patient, gives the 
same therapeutic results as can only be obtained otherwise by 
surgical operations wrought with dangers to the woman's life. 
3^ In certain cases, viz : in inveterate forms of parametritis, 
metritis and oophoritis^-electricity brings about a more rapid, 
more complete and more permanent cure than any other means 
yet known. 4*^ The method, however, must not be regarded as 
a universal curative means. As a matter of fact, it is de- 
cidedly contraindicated a. in the presence of certain individual 
idiosyncrasies in respect to electricity ; &. in movable ovarian 
tumors; c. in suppurations; d. malignant new growths; e. 
submucous fibroids of the womb. 5® The method should be 
carried but invariably under the strictest antiseptic pre- 
cautions. 

On the Treatment of Chronic Cervical Endometritis 
by Zinc Alum. — Following the recommendations of Professor 
Matthews Duncan, Dr. Gleb I. Linovsky, of Berditchev, com- 
menced (Transactions of the Kiev Obstetrical and Oynsecohgical 
Society y\9&i^Vo\, III, p. 91) to treat all his cases of chronic cerv- 
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ical endometritis by local cauterizations with zinc alum (Zinc- 
urn Aluminatum), As his seven years' experience has proved, 
the method deserves to be placed above all other plans in 
vogue (including scraping out the cervical canal) ; for, while 
being strikingly effective, it is very simple technically and 
causes only a trifling pain (and that but very rarely, mainly 
in highly anemic and nervous or hysterical women). The 
author uses wads made of equal parts of sulphate of zinc and 
alum, having the size of a large laminaria tent and measuring 
4 or 5 centimetres in length. Roughly sketched, Dr. 
Linovsky's method is this : Given a patient with her men- 
struation just over, he orders irrigation of the vagina with a 
tepid (24® or 26° C), weak solution of boracic acid or borax, 
twice daily, for a week. In the beginning of the next week, 
he inserts a laminaria tent into the cervix for seven or eight 
hours ; then, after its withdrawal, he washes out the cervical 
canal with a 2 per cent, carbolic solution ; introduces a zinc 
alum rod, and plugs the vaginal fornix with cotton wool, 
soaked in the carbolic lotion. Three hours later, the plug is 
removed, and the vagina washed out with the carbolic water, 
and again plugged with cotton wool, soaked this time with a 
3 per cent, glycerine solution of resorcin. In the course of 
the whole week the woman makes daily vaginal irrigations 
with a 1 per cent, solution of boracic acid, and introduces 
tampons with the resorcin solution. The first day after the 
cauterization the patient is kept in bed. The zinc alum wad, 
while dissolving, gives rise to the formation of a whitish 
slough covering both the cervical canal and the parts adjacent 
to the external uterine os. The slough separates in about a 
week. By the end of the second week after the cauterizations, 
the parts resume a normal aspect. In the undoubted majority 
of cases, a single cauterization proved to be sufficient to 
effect a permanent cure. It is only in exceptional cases 
that another similar application becomes necessary. In all 
those cases in which there is present sterility dependant 
upon the cervical disease (but not upon an elongated cervix), 
the cure is followed shortly after by conception. [In the 
MeditzinskoUi Obozreni^t 1886, No. 20, p. 711, .Professor Ivan 
M. Lvoff, of Kazan, one of the foremost Russian gynaecologists, 
details the result of his most instructive comparative clinical 
experiments on the treatment of cervical catarrh by various 
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methods. In 28 out of 82 cases, the patient's cervical canal 
was painted, once weekly, with either tincture of iodine per 
sCy or with a 10 per cent, solution of chromic acid. In 36 
other cases, the canal was thoroughly scraped out. In the re- 
maining 18 patients, Duncan's cauterizations with zinc alum 
were practised. The first method proved to effect a cure only 
after four sittings (in the course of two successive inter- 
menstrual periods, while the other two plans brought about a 
complete and permanent cure after a single sitting, the parts 
becoming normal about the end of a fortnight. Hence, 
Professor L voff lays down the proposition that slight cauteriza- 
tions must be altogether discarded from the list of therapeutic 
means for cervical catarrh, the method being too troublesome 
and slow ; a rational treatment should be limited to scraping out 
the cervix, and to Duncan's strong cauterizations, both of which 
methods are equally effective and rapid. The latter plan, be- 
ing quite painless, is indicated mainly in very sensitive and 
nervous women, who cannot stand the pain associated with 
curetting. We should say with Dr. Linovsky that Duncan's 
painless (or nearly so) method must be regarded as far superior 
to the painful scraping procedures. All our therapeutic 
methods involving pain should be resorted to as rarely as pos- 
sible^ and must be given up altogether as soon as an equally 
good and painless means has been discovered. — Reporter."] 

Valerius Idelson, M. D. 



The Committee on Scientific Communications of the 
Missouri State Medical Association requests all members in- 
tending to present papers or reports to communicate with the 
Chairman Dr. Frank J. Lutz, No. 1815 South Broadway, St. 
Louis. The titles of papers should be given not later than 
April 21, in order that they may be included in the programme 
to be thereafter issued. 

The Toledo Medical Association has acquired a library of 
150 medical books donated by a deceased member. The Toledo 
Medical and Surgical Reporter is now urging the profession to 
aecure a building for the purpose oi establishing a medical 
library. If the promoters of this enterprise are as successful 
as those of a similar one in St. Louis, it will be many days be- 
fore they attain the object of their wishes. 
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Znebtcal progress* 

THERAPEUTICS. 

Exped^orant. — Dr. W. H. Thompson read a paper on the 
significance of cough and the use of expectorants at the late 
meeting of the Medical Society of the County of New York» 
When a cough of the expectorating variety is difficult on ac* 
count of the viscidity of the phlegm he administers the fol. 
lowing : 

]$ Linseed oil S^v. 

Oil of wintergreen. 

Oil of cinnamon, aS 3ij« 

Glycerin S v. 

Simple syrup ^ x. 

Water 3 xxiv. 

Make an emulsion. 

Dilute hydrocyanic acid(3iiss), Magendie's Solution (mxl), 
or chloral (3i8s), may be added if indicated. 

Administration of Tcrebene. — Terebene (GioHm) acts as 
a sedative and stimulant upon mucous surfaces and has beea 
much vaunted of late. Dr. S. J. Wimmer adds his testimony 
in the New York Medical Journal. Dr. John W. Martin has 
reported good success with it in bronchorrhoea. He prefers 
giving this drug in the following manner : 

9 Gum terebene, 

Spirit, chloroformi, aa m x. 

Mucilag. tragacanth. . . . * f 3 j. 

Syr. simp 3 sb. 

Aqu8B q. B. ad S J* 

M. 

Treatment of Chronic Constipation by Elcd^ricity. — 
Dr. G. M. Hammond stated to the New York State Medical 
Society that he had treated forty-one cases of chronic consti' 
pation by galvanic electricity. He obtained better results by 
introducing the negative electrode in the rectum than by ap* 
plying it over the abdomen. He used the Faradic current in 
one case. It had been of service only in giving tone to the 
abdominal muscles. He claimed to have had very good re- 
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suits, more especially in those cases where previously large 
doses of cathartics had been necessary to produce evacua- 
tions. 

Treatment of Herpes Zoster. — Dr. Allan Jamieson treats 
this disease in the following manner : He applies locally a 
protective coat of elastic collodion. Internally he administers 
the following : 

9 Tinct. nncis vomic, 

Tinct. gelsemii, SS gtt. x. 

M. 

If there still remain local pains after the cure of the trou- 
ble, the following lotion is ordered : 

9 Menthol 3j. 

Alcoholis S vj. 

M. 

Should this not relieve the condition^ galvanism should be 
resorted to, the current being caused to pass along the tract of 
the nerve, by placing one pole at the spinal column and the 
other at the painful parts. 

Quinine in Traumatic Tetanus. — Dr. W. W. Pugh re- 
ports the following in the Southern Practitioner : On Dec. 17, 
he was called to see a man and found him suffering with 
tetanic spasms, the cause of this being a splinter he stuck in 
his thumb some three or four days previously. Having 
heard of quinine in large doses in similar cases producing 
good effects, he at once administered one hundred grains of 
the sulphate of quinia combined with six drops of Norwood's 
tincture of veratrum viride. In twenty-five minutes the pa- 
tient was sleeping and he rested well for three hours. The 
dose was repeated in eight hours, then every eight hours af- 
terwards, reducing the dose twenty grains. The convulsions 
left entirely in twenty-four hours, and on the sixth day the 
man was well. 

To Blister the Skin Quickly. — The following methods 
are rapid in their action and although not new they will bear 
repetition. The Medical Record gives them in brief as follows: 
Into a watch-glass, pill-box, or any similar small receptacle, 
pour ten drops of concentrated water of ammonia (aqua am- 
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mdnia fortior) ; cover the liqaid with a bit of linen or a little 
cotton-wool, and at once apply the cup upon the skin where 
the blister is required. Press so that the vapor is confined to 
the inside of the vessel. A red circle will directlv be observed 
outside, when it will be certain vesication has taken place. 
Half a minute or so is all the time required to obtain the re- 
sult. The blister may be dressed in the usual manner of deal- 
ing with a blister from cantharides. Acetic acid, concentra- 
ted, applied to the skin, will also in a few minutes produce 
vesication. In such cases evaporation should be prevented 
by some suitable covering. Bibulous paper slightly wetted 
with a little of the ethereal extract of cantharides, instantly 
applied to the skin and covered with a piece of adhesive 
plaster, will answer for the same purpose. 

Anaesthetic Mixtures. — Mr. Geo. M. Foy has been writ- 
ing a series of articles on ansesthetics for the Dublin Journal 
of Medical Science from which we extract the following : 

1. A. G. E. Mixture. 

Alcohol sp. gr. .838 1 part. 

Chloroform sp. fir, 1.497 2 parts. 

Ether sp. gr. .753 Sparta. 

2. Martindale and Westcott's Mixture. 

Absolute Alcofiol sp. gr. 0.795 1 volume. 

Chloroform sp. gr. 1.498 2 volumes. 

Ether sp. gr. 0.720 3 volumes. 

3. Billroth 's Mixture. 

Chloroform 3 parts. 

Ethep**'}«f«»«''^-- 1P«*- 

4. The Vienna Mixture. 

Chloroform 1 part. 

Ether 3 parts. 

By weight, Mix. 

5. Buxton's formula for methylene. 

Alcohol 1 part. 

Chloroform 4 parts. 

Mix. 

To diminish the risk in cases of cardiac asthenia, the ad- 
dition of nitrite of amyl to chloroform in the proportions of 
two drachms of the former to a pound of chloroform was 
recommended; the combination, however, did not become 
popular and is never used. 
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Liquor Burowi. — Dr. I. N. Bloom gives the following 

formula for this application in the American Practitioner and 

News : 

9 AlameQ.l partes 70. 

Solve In 

Aq. Destill^jit partes 280. 

• 

Plumbi acetici cryst partes 28. 

Solve in 

Aq. Destillat partes 280. 

M. Filtra et adde 

Aq. Destillat. q. s. ad partes 800. 

This is a useful antiphlogistic in inflammatory skin dis- 
eases. Care, however, should be taken to keep the mixture 
in tightly corked bottles. 

Vomiting of Pregnancy. — In cases of incoercible vom- 
iting due to pregnancy, M. Hubert (Lyon MtdicaV) recom- 
mends the following : 

B Tinctur. lodini gtt. vj. 

Kali lodidi 3Jss. 

Aqase Destillat '^lyM, 

M. ft. sol. Sig : A tablespoonful three times a day. 

Disinfection of Sputa. — In a lecture on disinfection by 
Dujardin-Beaumetz (Therapeutic Gazette) are a few valuable 
hints on the disinfection of sputa. Patients must expectorate 
in spittoons furnished with saw-dust which may be kept moist 
with any one of the following mixtures recommended by Val- 
lin, although the destructive action of these antiseptic pre- 
parations on the bacilli of tubeculosis is not equal : 

!"> Chloride of Zinc (liquid at 45^0.) 3.2 oz. 

Glycerin and water 1 qt. 

2^ Chloride of Lime 1.6 oz. 

Water Iqt. 

3*» Crystallized Carbolic Acid 77 gr. 

Water 1 pint 14 oz. 

Glycerin 3 oz. 3 drachms. 

4'* Crystallized Thymic Acid 30grs. 

Alcohol 1 oz. 6 drachms. 

Water lpintl4os. 

Glycerin 1 oz. CTdrachms. 

Crystallized Sulphate of Copper 1.6 oz. 

6*» Nitric Acid 1.6oz. 

Water 1 pint 12 oz. 

Glycerin 1 oz. 5 drachms. 

At the end of the day the contents of the spittoon should 

be thrown in the fire. 
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PATHOLOGICAL AND PHYSIOLOGICAL NOTES. 

Influence of the Age of Parents on their Offspring, — 
Dr. J. Korosi of Pesth recently presented to the Hungarian 
Academy of Sciences a memoir on this subject from which we 
learn that children of fathers under 25 years old are of weaker 
constitutions than those begotten by men between 25 and 40 
years of age ; while from 40 years upwards men again beget 
weaker children. As to mothers, those between puberty and 
35 have the strongest infants ; from 35 to 40 the proportion of 
weaklings is about 8 per cent, greater, and between 40 and 
cessation of gestation the proportion of weaklings is increased 
to 10 per cent, over the latter class. 

Toxic Micro-organisms of Human Saliva. — Dr. Bi6ndi 
some time ago isolated five species of micro-organisms which 
he claims render human saliva toxic. These species are 
distinct from each other morphologically, biologically, and 
by reason of the symptoms and lesions which pure cultivations 
produce when injected in animals. The five species he gives 
are as follows : 1^ Bacillus Salivarius Septicus ; 2^ Coccus Sali- 
varius Septicus; 3^ Micrococcus tetragenus; 4^ Strepto- 
coccus septopycemicus ; 5^ Staphylococcus salivarius pyogenes* 
Of course, these organisms do not exist in the normal saliva, 
but are found in that of patients affected with different dis- 
eases. It is on this account that the matter is important 
as prophylactic measures may be adopted to prevent the 
infection of persons coming in close contact with such 
patients. 

Pathological and Physiological Inferiority of the 
Left Side. — Henry Duchenne has shown {Qazette dea H6p» 
itaux) that there is a marked inferiority of the left side of the 
body as compared with the right. Thus obliterating arteritis 
affects generally the left sylvian artery; tuberculous infiltration 
has a predilection for the left pulmonary apex and pneumonia 
for the left lung ; calculous nephritis attacks the left kidney 
most often; ovaritis and ovarian hyperthsBSthesia is most 
often encountered in the left ovary; orchitis attacks the 
left testicle ; vericocelc is on the left side, intercostal neuralgia, 
hysterical hemianesthesia and contracture and hemichorea 
appear on the left side; cancer of the breast is seen most 
often in the left; simple harelip is generally on the left 
side ; tarsalgia in adults is seated on the left also. 
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Chronic Headache. — Dr. D. L. Dana has studied two 
hundred cases of chronic headache, functional in character 
and excluding migraine. As a result he has presented the fol- 
lowing conclusions to the Medical Society of the State of New 
York {New York Medical Record) : 1**. There should be more 
general recognition and differentiation of chronic head pains 
of functiondL origin. 2^ Paind in the head are either neural- 
gias, migraines, or so*called headaches. 3^. The seat of head- 
aches is always in or referred to the trigeminal, vagus, or four 
upper cervical nerves. 4^. Headaches are seated in or referred 
to the periphery of the nerves in question ; neuralgia is seated 
in the trunks or central ; migraine is a periodical discharging 
neurosis, affecting motor, vaso-motor, secretory, as well as one 
or more cranial sensory nerves. 5^. The dura mater is the 
most frequent seat of headache. 6^. The great headache ages 
are from eight to twenty-five, and again from thirty-five to 
forty-five ; childhood and old age are exempt. 7^. The chronic 
functional, non^migrainous headaches may be classified as 
hsemic, including diathetic forms, toxic, dyspeptic, neurotic, 
reflex. 

Influence of Some Remedies on the Action of 
Pepsin. — Dr. R. H. Chittenden read a highly instructive 
paper before the New York Academy of Medicine, his subject 
being Observations on the Digestive Ferments. Among 
other things, he stated that sodium salicylate, in doses of 
from 2.5 to 5 grammes, has a marked retarding influence on 
the digestive action of pepsin. Chloral hydrate, according to 
Klikowicz, is without action on pepsin, in doses up to 1 
gramme. With 2 to 3 grammes, however, there is noticeable 
retardation of digestive action, which, with larger doses, 
becomes still more pronounced. Among the newer drugs, 
methozin and acetanilid both xetard the action of pepsin ; 
methozin, when present to the extent of 3 per cent., almost 
entirely stopping the action of the ferment. Paraldehyde 
has a very pronounced stimulating effect when present in 
small quantity, and even 2 per cent, has only a slightly 
retarding effect. Urethan has a very slight inhibitory effect, 
while thallin tends to increase the digestive action of pepsin. 
In contact with dilute sodium carbonate pepsin is very 
quickly destroyed, especially at the body temperature. 
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Experiments made with scale pepsin and pepsin extracts 
from the stomachs of various animals, have shown plainly 
that destruction invariably takes place in the presence of 0.05 
per cent, of the alkali carbonate ; hence, when the acidity of 
the gastric juice is neutralized in the small intestine, and the 
mixture becomes alkaline, there will be a rapid destruction of 
the pepsin, aided, as Langley has found, by the trypsin of the 
pancreatic fluid. 

DISEASES OF WOMEN AND CHILDREN. 

A Rudimentary Second Vagina. — Dr. P. C. Heppen- 
heimer describes, in the Medicinisehe Monatschrift, a case in 
which a second vagina of a very rudimentary character exis- 
ted beloxo the normal canal. The rudimentary organ was 
about one and a half centimetres deep and was provided with 
a hymen. The opening was probably a centimetre broad and 
it constituted altogether a small lacune or cul de sac. The 
woman subsequently married and became pregnant. After 
delivery the rudimentary hymen of the secondary vagina pre- 
served an intact appearance. 

Fcetid Menstruation. — Dr. William B. DeWees calls 
attention to the abnormal odor contracted by the menstrual 
flux at or before its emergence from the uterus (Journal Am. 
Med, Ass.). He attributes the cause of this to two classes of 
conditions, viz: general, and.local. .Not infrequently both are 
combined . To the class of general origin belong all ' ' impaired 
blood conditions" — chlorosis, syphilis, etc. To the class of 
local origin belong — prolonged retention and decomposition 
of menses, and the discharges in certain morbid conditions 
and growths within the body of the uterus. The treatment, 
of course, suggests itself. For this condition of foetid men- 
struation — Pluxus Menptrualis Poetidus — Dr. DeWees pro- 
poses the name Fceteo-Menorrhcea. 

Symptoms of Incipient Malignant Disease of the 
Cervix. — In concluding an interesting article upon this sub- 
ject, Dr. Henry C. Coe says (Medical Newft) that the symptoms 
are seldom characteristic, but they are such as to awaken sus- 
picion and to justify an examination. Slight, irreguUt 
haemorrhages, especially after coitus, are always significant, 
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above all in women who have. pasBed the menopause. Pain 
ia seldom characteristic. There is no oSensive discharge in 
the early stage. Hypertrophy and general induration of the 
cervix, accompanying an erosion which bleeds eaeily to the 
touch, should lead the physician to confirm the diagnosis by 
excising a fragment of the suspected tissue and Bubmittingit 
to microscopical examination. A positive opinion regarding 
the presence of malignant disease is justified only by the 
finding of processes of atypical epithelium which invade the 
gubjaeent muscular tissue. Excision of the cervix should be 
performed in every case of extensive erosion with general 
induration, whether cancer has actually developed or not. 
This is often sufficient to insure a cure, and thus to redder a 
radical operation unnecessary. 

Artificial Suckling. — It is some time since Paul Budin 
suggested an apparatus to facilitate the suckling of infants 
which are not capable of performing that act for themselves 
by reason of some weaknees or deformity. The manner in 




which this may be accomplished, with the aid of the mother, 
is plainly indicated by Fig. 29, the modus operandi readily 
suggesting itself. 

Complete Absence of Uterus. — Dr. W, J. Harnaker 
reports a case of this nature in the New York Medical Journal. 
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The patient, 23 years of age, never menatroated viearioosly. 
She was married at 19, and sexual intercourse is pleasurable. 
General development, of breasts and pelvis, is good. Upon 
inspection of the external genitals nothing abnormal was 
noticed. The pubis and labia majora were covered with the 
usual growth of hair. The clitoris was of normal size and 
appearance. Under chloroform the vagina was found to be 
extremely short, being not more than an inch and a half long, 
and to terminate in a cul'de-siic, which was symmetrical and 
smooth and contained no trace of a cervix. By combined 
abdominal and vaginal palpation, no swelliug, hardness or 
fluctuation could be detected. Negative results were also 
obtained by combined rectal and abdominal palpation. On 
inspection of the vagina by means of the speculum, it was 
found to be of natural size throughout its entire length, and 
its wall presented a natural appearance. There was no 
prominence or depression at any point to indicate an os uteri 
or a rudimentary cervix. 

SUEQERY. 

Kocher's Method of Reducing Dislocation. — This 
method is one which has been quite extensively used in this 
country and in Europe with very gratifying results. It is a 
method of reducing subcoracoid dislocation of the humerus 
that is very simple of application, and is accompanied by no 
pain, thus obviating the necessity of administering an senas- 
thetic. The flexed arm is grasped at the elbow with one 
hand, and the wrist with the other. The arm is then rotated 
outward, until in line with the body, from side to side. After 
this, the elbow is lifted upward towards the middle of the 
chest, and the hand is finally carried over toward the opposite 
shoulder. 

Fibrous Papilloma of Tongue. — M. Vincent recently 
presented to the Soci^t^ Nationale de Medicine, of LyonS| a 
child of two months which apparently had one tongue super- 
imposed upon the other. When the tongue is well drawn out, 
it is seen that the tumor is thicker than the tongue, although 
not quite as long, and has the appearance of a mushroom 
with a broad pedicle. It is apparently an exaggerated devel- 
opment of the papillae, accompanied by fibrous products suf- 
ficiently abundant to give the whole mass a hard, ligneous 
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feel. The diagnosis which was made was that of a fibrous 
papilloma. M. Vincent proposed its extirpation by the knife, 
in view of the fact that it interfered with respiration and 
deglutition. 

Shortening of Round Ligaments. — Dr. DoUris bears tes- 
timony to the efficacy of a method of performing Alexander's 
operation which has been practiced in this country (Oazette des 



^> 




Fig. 28. A, Two segments of the right round ligament. B, Left 

round ligament. 

Hdpiiaux), It consists essentially' in making two short in- 
guinal incisions, exposing the round ligaments and then pass- 
ing one under the integument and suturing it to the other (Fig. 
28). This method is particularly applicable in cases where the 
ligaments are long, and small in diameter. Dr. Dol6ris re- 
gards the operation as a most excellent one in cases of retro- 
version of the uterus. 



Dr. Leopold Wittelshofer, the founder of the Wiener 
Mediziniache Wochenschrijty in 1851, died recently. He was 
born July 14, 1818, in Hungary, and practiced in his native 
province until the time he founded the above journal^ when 
he removed permanently to Vienna. 
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Book Hepieujs. 

Handbook of the Diagnosis and Treatment of Skin 
Diseases. By Arthur Van Harlingen, M. D. Second 
Edition, enlarged and revised. With eight full page 
plates, and other illustrations. 8vo. pp. 410. [Philadel- 
phia: P. Blakiston, Son & Co., 1889. Price, $2.50. 

We have looked over this edition of Dr. Van Harlingen's 
manual with pleasure, as we can see a real and marked 
improvement over the first edition. The text has been care- 
fully revised and added to, and much valuable material has 
been introduced. As it stands to-day we do not hesitate to 
say that this hand-book easily ranks among the best upon the 
subject. Of course, no attempt has been made by the author 
to present either a complete or exhaustive treatise upon the 
subject, but he has succeeded in producing a useful and prac* 
tical manual which will be of service to those who do not 
take an especial interest in dermatology. 

Two important additions to this edition of the book 
before us are the illustrations, which are both instructive and 
well-selected, and the tables of differential diagnosis, which 
are adapted from those published by Dr. Condict Cutler. The 
latter are especially valuable because they call attention to 
salient and important points and serve the purpose of accen- 
tuating the descriptive portions of the work. 

As would naturally be expected, but little attention is paid 
to pathology, this being a subject properly belonging to larger 
treatises on the subject of skin diseases. In the matter of 
therapeutics, the author has given full directions, and many 
of the more modern methods of treatment. A few omissions 
are noticeable, such as galvanism in the treatment of vitiligo, 
electrolysis in elephantiasis, etc. The essential methods, in 
a general way, are, however, given in a clear and lucid 
manner. 

The alphabetical arrangement of the first edition is 
retained in this and makes it a very handy reference book for 
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the fitudent. But one fault is to be ibnnd — the^ sbsencd of a. 
short anatomical description of the skin and ita appendages, 
as this would enhance the value of the book to medical 
students. 

In the matter of typography the book leaves, nothing to be 
desired. A few errors hiye crept in here and there, but the 
general appearance is good and comforms to the high stan- 
dard of excellence established by the publishers in this 
respect. 0-D, 

Nervous Exhaustion (Neurasthenia), Its Symptoms, 

Nature, Sequences and Treatment. By George M. 

. Beabd, a. M., M. D. Edited, with Notes and Additions, 

by A. D. Rockwell, A. M., M. D. 8 vo. pp. 254. [New 

York : E. B. Treat & Co., 1889. Price $2.00. 

This work is a reissue, amended and amplified, of Dr. 
Rockwell's edition of the last work of the lamented Dr. Beard, 
a review of which was published in the Journal on its first 
appearance. The word ''Neurasthenia," almost unknown 
before the original issue of this work has come into world- 
wide use through the masterly description of the condition 
or conditions by the deceased author and, as remarked in Dr. 
Rockwell's preface, equally with the word malaria now 
affords to the entire medical profession a convenient refuge 
when pisrplexed at the recital of a multitude of symptoms 
seemingly without logical connection or adequate cause. 
These conditions, it is needless to remark, are those long 
recognized by the medical profession under the terms 
** general debility," ** nervous exhaustion," ''nervous pros- 
tration," "nervous dyspepsia," etc., and concerning which 
among specialists and general practitioners, as with the pub- 
lic and patients there had been prior to Dr. Beard's remark- 
able analyses a very great confusion of ideas. 

The book is too well known to need more than a passing 
notice of the fact of the issuance of the new and amended 
edition. The present volume is bound and gotten up gen- 
erally, uniform with the series of similar publications issu- 
ing from the press of E. B. Treat. It is one that every 
student and practitioner should have within easy reach and 
with which he should be thoroughly familiar. 
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A Reference Hand-book of the Medical Sciences, embrac- 
ing the entire range of Scientific and practical Medicine 
and Allied Science. By various authors. Illustrated by 
chromo lithographs and fine wood engravings. Edited by 
Albert H. Buck, M.D., quarto, pp.795. [New York: 
Wm. Wood & Co., 56 & 58 Lafayette Place, 1889. 

The more we see of this work and the more we have oc- 
casion to use it as a reference hand-book the more we admire 
it. It is indeed a veritable encyclopaedia of medical knowledge. 
To enter into details would require too much space. 

The geaeral appearance of the work is excellent, although 
the publishers have allowed some very poor illustrations to 
creep in, notably one on page 157, illustrating the operation 
of trachelorrhaphy. This volume treats of all subjects from 
Teratology to Worms, inclusive. 

The chromolithographs ''Tubercle Bacilli" and **The 
Human Tympanic Membrane, in Health and Disease," are 
most excellent, especially the latter. 

Handbook of Materia Medica, Pharmacy and Thera- 
peutics. By CuTHBERT BowEN, M. D., B. A. 8vo. pp. 366 
[Philadelphia: F. A. Davis, 1888. Price $1.40. 

This excellent manual comprises in its 366 small octavo 
pages about as much sound and valuable information, on the 
subjects indicated in its title, as could well be crowded into 
the compass. It is compiled expressly for students prepar- 
ing for examination, and is a complete r6sum6 of those points 
in pharmacology (materia medica, pharmacy and therapeu- 
tics) with which one desiring to graduate in a reputable 
medical school should be thoroughly familiar. All of the 
drugs recognized by the U. S. Pharmacopoeia, with their 
official preparations are treated in detail, especial attention 
being given to those points which, in the author's experience 
as a teacher, usually prove stumbling blocks to students. The 
'' quiz " form, or that of question and answer has been adopted 
throughout, except in the introductory chapter suggesting 
methods of study (a valuable essay), prescription writing, 
etc. A sequence of ideas and subjects is maintained through- 
out, so that the student is gradually led up to subjects by 
those very things which he should know in order to properly 
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ufiderstMid it. The book is exhaustively and correctly 
indexed, and of a convenient form. The paper, press-work 
imd binding are excellent, and the typography (long primer 
and brevier) is highly to be commended, as opposed to the 
nonpareil and agate usually used in compends of this sort 
and which are destructive to vision and temper alike. 

Exploration of the Chest in Health and Disease. By 
Stkphen Smith Bubt, M.D., small 8vo. pp. 206. Illus- 
trated. [New York: D. Appleton & Co. 1889. Price $1.50. 

Dr. Burt has not attempted to establish pathognomonic or 
distinctive signs of disease, thinking that precision is more sure- 
ly attained by treating each sign as subordinate to the various 
combinations of signs which are found in the different mala- 
dies. He emphasizes the importance of knowing the physi- 
ological anatomy of the heart and lungs, the relative position 
of the viscera to the parietes, and the physical signs that can 
be developed in the normal chest, as upon such a foundation 
rests the only true basis for a correct understanding of the 
changes of disease. The work is a convenient compilation of 
knowledge contained in the various text-books on this subject, 
with the results of the author's personal experience in- 
terspersed. 

A Text-Book of Human Physiology. By Austin Flint, 
M.D., LL.D. Fourth edition. With three hundred and 
sixteen figures in the text, and two plates. Entirely re- 
written. 8vo. pp. 872. [New York: D. Appleton & 
Co., 1888. 

The name of Dr. Austin Flint, the eminent American phy- 
siologist, subscribed to any scientific work is a sufficient 
guarantee as to its scientific worth. The present volume is 
published because the third edition contains, in the 
opinion of the author, too many and irreparable defects 
to admit of anything but*a thorough revision or rewriting of 
the entire work. This became the more imperative as im- 
proved instruments and methods have developed a more per- 
fect knowledge of the minute anatomy of the human body, 
and as a consequence have changed, in some degree, theories 
regarding the functions of different portions of the body. The 
new chemical nomenclature has been adopted and both the 
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metric and BagUsh weights and measures have been intro- 
duced in the text. 

One new plate and sixty-one new figures have been intro- 
duced. Many of the cuts have been re-engraved, and all 
those used have been recast from the originals. 

The work, in its entirety is far superior to the previous 
edition. 



Ctterary Xloks. 

The Alabama Medical and Surgical Age is a new 
monthly published at Anniston, Ala., and edited by Dr. John 
G. LeGrand. 

The St, Joseph Mcidical Herald has increased the size 
and number of its pages. It is now under the editorial manage- 
ment of Drs. Jacob Geiger, Jas. W. Heddens and H. W. Loeb. 

The Gazette de Gynecplogie, of Paris, is to suspend 
publication on account of the continued ill-health of its editor. 
Dr. P. M6ni^re. This suspension is, however, only tempor- 
ary. 

The Internationales Centralblatt fuer die Physiologie 
und Pathologie des Urogenital Systems, edited by Pro- 
fessors Preyer and Ziilzer, of Berlin, has appeared. It is pub- 
lished by Leopold Voss of Hamburg and Leipzig. 

The Medical Age has changed editors. Dr. J. J. Mul- 
heron is succeeded by Dr. B. W. Palmer. The cause of Dr. 
Mulheron's resignation is due to the fact that he bae been 
called to fill the chair of gynsecology in the Michigan College 
of Medicine and Surgery. 

The North American Practitioner, a monthly issued as 
the journal of the Post-Graduate Medical School of Chicago, 
has just appeared. It is a large octavo of forty-eight pages, 
published at the rate of a $1.00 per year by the well-known 
instrument dealers Chas. Truax and Co., of Chicago. Bayard 
Holmes, M. D., is the editor and Junius C. Hoag, M. D., as- 
sistant editor. 
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The Journal of the Respiratory Organs is a. sixteen 
page octavo monthly, edited by Dr. J. Mount Bleyer. Thi» 
journal deals with diseases relating to the nose, throat and 
larynx. 

American Resorts, with Notes upon their Climate^ 
by Bushrod W. James, A. M., M. D., is announced as nearly 
ready by the American Biographical Publishing Co., of Phil- 
adelphia. This work should be a valuable aid to physicians 
in determining suitable resorts for patients and invalids. 

The Transactions of the American Dermatological: 
Association have just appeared. They form an octavo 
pamphlet of 87 pages, being the official report of the meeting: 
held Sept. 18-20,. 1888. The volume has been ably edited by 
Dr. C. H. Tilden, the secretary, the abstracts of the paperE^ 
and discussions thereon being well made and interesting. 

Archiv fuer Dermatologie und Syphilis is to be, in fu- 
ture, the title of the Vierteljahreaschrift fuer Dermatologie und 
Syphilis. This change has been decided upon by the pub- 
lishers of this valuable nublication in view of the fact, that dur- 
ing the past two years, it has been issued six times a year in- 
stead of quarterly as its name indicated. 

The British Journal of Dermatology has come to us,, 
and we cannnot but congratulate the editors and publisher 
upon its handsome appearance and well chosen contents. It 
is an octavo of 38 pages^ edited by Mr. Malcolm Morris, of 
London, and Mr. H. C. Brooke, of Manchester. It is pub- 
lished at the price of one shilling per number, by Mr. H. K» 
Lewis, of 136, Gower St., London, and is well worth the^ 
price. 

Reliability of Express Companies. — Owing to some^ 
fault in the express office, two volumes of Wm. Wood & CoJ» 
valuable library for 1886 only reached us a few days ago. A» 
those physicians who are interested in this series of works 
have, most likely, already read and digested their contents, a 
review at this late day would be superfluous. Suffice it to- 
say that the two volumes,(Disea8es of the Lungs and Pleura^,, 
including Consumption, by Douglas Powell, M. D., London^ 
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and Diseases of the Blood and Nutrition^ and Infectious Dis- 
eases, by Dr. Hermann Eichhorst,) are fully up to the stan- 
dard of this excellent series. 

A Cyclopaedia of the Diseases of Children's announced 
by the J. B. Lippincott Company. This work will include 
the diseases, both medical and surgical, incident to childhood, 
by American, British and Canadian authors, edited by John 
M. Keating, M. D.,in four imperial octavo volumes; to be 
sold by subscription only. The first volume will be issued 
early in April, and the subsequent volumes at short intervals. 
A thorough knowledge of the diseases of children is a matter 
of the greatest importance to most physicians, and as this is 
the only work of the kind that has been published in English, 
it will be invaluable as a text-book and work of reference for 
the busy practitioner. 

Archives de Physiologie, Normale et Pathologique. — 
Part I. of the twenty-first volume of this invaluable annual is 
at hand, and it is safe to say that in the score of years and 
more in which it has been coming to our table, Directeur M. 
Brown-Sequard, and his collaborators Sous-directeurs MM. 
Dastre and Fran9ois-Franck, have never sent forth one which 
contains more valuable and interesting matter. It is literally 
full of information concerning the advances made within the 
past year in that great field of medical science in which French, 
men have maintained that vast superiority which they for- 
merly held in other domains, but in which the restless spirit 
of inquiry of other European people has approached if not 
overtaken them. As the volume contains a number of contin- 
ued papers, we defer a more extended review until the second 
part comes to hand. 

Bright's Disease of the Kidney is the title of one of 
the late issues of the Physicians' Leisure Library (issued by 
Geo. S. Davis, Detroit, at 25 cents), written by Dr. Alfred L. 
Loomis. While the author states his knowledge of the fact 
that many diseases of the kidney are embraced under the 
generic appellation of ^' Bright's Disease," he limits himself 
to the consideration of three forms only which he regards as 
the representatives of the disease in question, viz : parenchy- 
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onatous nephritis, interstitial nephritis and amyloid kidney. 
While this is an excellent pathological classification, for 
<slinical purposes he describes a simple, acute and chronic 
form. The subjects of pathology, etiology, treatment and 
•management of the various forms are taken up in turn and 
treated in a very lucid manner. The subject under considera- 
i;ion is one of growing importance in view of the increased 
number of cases of renal affections which are seen at this day. 
This fact alone will not fail to secure a large circle of readers 
for this little brochure. 

Pamphlets Received. — Recent Innovations in the Ther- 
apy of Syphilis, by G. Frank Lydston, M. D. (Reprint from 
Western Medical Reporter.) ; The Electrolytic Decomposition 
of Organic Tissues, by George H. Roh^, M. D. (Reprinted 
from New York Medical Journal, Dec. 1, 1888.); Dermatitis 
Tuberosa als Folge von lodkaliumintoxication ; die soge- 
nannte acn^ anthraco'ide iodopotassique von R. W. Taylor, 
M. D. {Sonder-Abdruch au8 Monatshefie fuer Prahtische Derma' 
tologie, No. 24, 1888.) ; Lichen Ruber as observed in America, 
and its Distinction from Lichen Planus, by R. W. Taylor, 
M. D. (Reprint from New York MedicalJournal, Jan. 6,' 1888.) ; 
Neuritis Plantaris. A Clinical Record, by C. H. Hughes, 
M. D. (Reprint from the Alienist and Neurologist, April, 
1887.); Osteotomy for Anterior Curves of the Leg, by De 
Forrest Willard, M.D., (From the Medical and Surgical Re- 
j)orter, Jan. 19, 1889.); Persistent Spasm of the Levator 
Anguli Scapulse Muscle, being the Initial of a Series of Neu- 
rological Photographs, by C. H. Hughes, M. D,, (Reprint 
from the Alienist and Neurologist, Jan., 1889.); Annual 
Announcement of Systematic Courses in Diseases of the Eye, 
Ear, Throat and Nose by the Attending Surgeons of the Illi- 
nois Charitable Eye and Ear Infirmary, Chicago, Ills. ; A New 
Adjustable Lamp Bracket, by Seth S. Bishop, M. D., (Re- 
printed from the Journal of the Am. Med. Ass^n.) ; Report pf 
the Committee on Ophthalmology and Otology, by Seth S. 
£ishopy M. D., (Reprint from Trans, of 37th Annual Meeting 
111. State Med. Soc.) ; The Immediate Application of Forceps 
to the After-coming Head in Gases of Version with Partial 
Dilatation of the Cervix, by H. C. Coe, M.D., M.R.C.S., 
^(Reprinted from the Medical Record, Jan. 19, 1889.) ; Cancer 
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du Larynx — Trach6otomie — Propagation de la Glande Thy- 
roide— Tumeur ^norme du cou antour de la Plaie — Applica- 
tion d'une Canule tr^s longue et a Moiti6 In£6rieure Mobile — 
Mort — Autopsie, par le Dr. A. Gougiienheim et P. Gaston. 
Extract from Annales des Maladis de V Oreille, du Larynx, dxir- 
Nez et du Pharynx). A clinical study of Alcoholic Neuritis. 
By Frank R. Fry, A.M., M.D. (Reprint from the St, Louis 
Courier of Medicine, Nov., 1888); Cystoscopic Explorations, by 
A. V. L. Brokaw, M. D. (Read by title at the meeting of the 
Southern Surgical and Gynaecological Association, 1888.) 



Znelange. 

There are 134 Medical Colleges now in existence in the 
United States and Canada. 

The Medical Colleges for Women Only now number 
six in the United States and two in Canada. 

The German Congress for Internal Medicine will hold 
its eighth meeting at Wiesbaden April 18, under the presi- 
dency of Dr. Liebermeister. 

Boston Physicians are required to return monthly lists of 
births by an order adopted lately in the Massachusetts House 
of Representatives. 

The Colleges of Pharmacy in the United States are 2^ 
in number, and have nearly all established a high grade of 
requirements for graduation. 

Madam Olga Kraft, a graduate of the Paris School of 
Medicine has opened a free dispensary in Paris. Her services 
will be given to women and children only. 

Dr. Amos Walker, the oldest physician in Pennsylvania,, 
died Feb. 11, aged ninety-six years. He was fifty-two years^ 
old when he graduated at the University of Pennsylvania. 

The Alameda County (Cal.) Medical Association elec- 
ted the following officers for 1889 : President, E. M. Patter- 
son ; Vice President, D. D. Crowley ; Secretary, L. S. Bur- 
chard ; Treasurer, R. Harmon. 
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The California State Medical Society will hold its next 
:annaal meeting in San Francisco, commencing April 17. A 
Tery successful meeting is promised^ the committee of arrange- 
ments hi|,ying been untirnig in its efforts. 

The Fifth International Congress of Otology will be 
held in Florence in 1892. Grazzi, of Florence, will be presi- 
•dent. All civilized countries will have representatives in the 
genera commitlfee o organization. 

The Medical Colleges for Colored Students in thia 
oountry are two in number. One is Leonard Medical Collegei 
at Raleigh, N. C, and the other Meharry Medical Depart- 
ment of Central Tennessee College, Nashville, Tenn. 

The First Case of Raynaud's Disease (symmetrical 
■gangrene) observed in Japan is reported by K. Totsuka, F.R. 
O. S. in the Sei'I'Kwai Medical Journal. The case occurred 
in a woman of 29, the fingers of both hands being affected. 

Professor Johann Wagner was one of the best known 
Hungarian professors. He was connected with the Univer- 
sity of Buda Pesth until 1887. He recently died at the 
advanced age of 78. He received his doctorate degree at 
Vienna in 1835. 

The New York State Medical Society elected the fol- 
lowing officers, on Feb. 7, last, to serve for the ensuing year : 
President, Daniel Lewis, of New York ; Vice-President, Al- 
fred Mercer, of Syracuse; Secretary, F. C. Curtis, of Albany ; 
Treasurer, C. H. Porter, of Albany. 

The Medical Association of the State of Missouri will 
hold its thirty-second annual session at Springfield on May 
21, 22 scffd 23 next. All the members of the profession of 
Missouri, who can posssbly do so, should make it a point to 
attend this meeting which promises to be an excellent one. 

A Case of Transposition of all the organs is reported in 
ihe Boston Medical and Surgical Journal by Dr W. W. Gran- 
nett. This occurred in an Italian, the cause of death being 
•cerebro-spinal mehingitis which afforded the opportunity of 
making a post-mortem resulting in finding the rare conditioa 
of transposition. 
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The Philadelphia Neurological Society, at its annuat 
meeting held Jan. 28, elected the following officers : Presi- 
dent, Dr. S. Weir Mitchell ; Vice-Presidents, Drs. Horatio C. 
Wood and Wharton Sinkler; Secretary, Dr. J. Madison 
Taylor; Treasurer, Dr. Guy Hinsdale; Recorder, Dr. Wm^ 
H. Morrison. 

The Courier of Medicine, a local medical monthly, 
has not appeared so far this year. We do not know 
whether it is dead or sleeping, but from present indications wc 
iihould judge that extreme anemia threatens early dissolution. 
The publisher has intimated the possibility that it will no- 
more appear. Finis coranat opus I 

• 

Clinical Uses of Barium. — Dr. Roberts Bartholow writes 
to the Medical News that barium chloride had, in his hand& 
and in the clinic of Jefferson Medical College, proved to be 
remarkably successful in the treatment of varicose veins. Within 
the. past few years various cases of aneurism have been repor- 
ed in current medical literature cured by it. 

The Philadelphia Clinical Society elected the following 
officers for the ensuing year, at its annual meeting : Presi- 
dent, Dr. Marie B. Werner ; First Vice President, Dr.. Amy L. 
Barton ; Second Vice President, Dr. Rebecca Fleisher ; Treas- 
urer, Dr. L. Brewer Hall ; Corresponding Secretary, Dr. Emily 
Wateman-Wyeth ; Recording Secretary, Dr. Mary Willits;. 
Reporting Secretary, Dr. Mary Willits. 

A Beautiful Calendar. — Somebody not long ago was be- 
wailing the fact that between chromolithography and '' pro- 
cess" plates the art of steel engraving was about dead, 
especially in America. The writer of the lament in question 
would change his mind, it seems to us, if he could see the 
calendar presented by Dr. Enno Sander to his friends and 
patrons tbis year. It is a gem in every respect, and for 
beauty of design and exquisiteness of detail is unique among 
all the loads of this sort of annual remembrancers that we 
have received. The sight of it is as refreshing as a draught 
of the good doctor's carbonated or aerated water on a hot day. 

Dr. John B. Hamilton, for a short time editor- of the 
Journal of the American Medical Association, has returned to* 
resume his duties as Supervising Surgeon-General of the 
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United States Marine Hospital Service. This latter course 
was adopted as the result of the action of Congress increasing 
the salary and making the office one for life. Dr. Hamilton's 
action in the entire affair has given rise to a great deal of ad- 
verse criticism from certain quarters. The whole matter cer- 
tainly looks strange, more especially since the Journal of the 
A. M. A., contained many editorials concerning the Marine 
Hospital Service, while it was under the editorial management 
of Dr. Hamilton. 

Malpractice Suits. — At the last annual meeting of the 
Medical Society of the State of New York, Dr. B. F. Sher- 
man offered the following resolution, which was adopted : 

Whereas^ There is now a bill before the Legislature which 
requires those commencing suits for libel against publishers 
and editors to give bail for all costs ; and 

WhereaSy Ninety per cent, of all suits brought for mal- 
practice are for blackmail, therefore be it 

Resolvedf that the Committee on Legislation be hereby 
instructed to use all honorable means to have this bill 
amended sq as to include cases of malpractice. 

We can scarcely hope to have any such advanced legisla- 
tion in our state until we get legislators that are intelligent, 
and that is a hope we dare not express as yet. It is too 
chimerical. 

Post-Mortems in Lunatic Asylums in the British Isles 
are commented upon as follows, by Dr. Thomas Drapes in the 
Dublin Journal of Medical Science : There is another respect 
in which we in Ireland are at a very serious disadvantage as 
compared with our English and Scotch confreres. I allude to 
the rarity with which we can obtain post-mortem examinations. 
This is a very grave drawback. Owing to the rooted preju- 
dices and superstitious feeling of the Irish lower classes, autop- 
sies can be only seldom and almost clandestinely made ; and 
whereas in England the proportion of post-mortems to deaths 
in asylums is sometimes as high as 90 per cent., and even 
higher, it is doubtful if in Irish asylums 5, or even 3, of any 
100 patients who die there are the subjects of an autopsy. A 
great deal of excellent work might be done in this department 
if the door was not closed against us. But in Irish asylums 
the field of pathology is, practically, forbidden ground. 
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Sweating Feet.— Dr. Caraillon states that the worst cases 
may be cured by using a footbath made of a weak infusion of 
walnut leaves twice daily, and after drying rubbing the soles 
and between the toes with a mixture of 10 parts of glycerin 
and 30 parts tincture of chloride of iron, perfumed with a few 
drops of oil of bergamot. 

Eczema of Anus and Genitals.— In the Deutsche Med. 
Wochenschrift, Jan. 17, 1889, the following method of treating 
eczema of the anus and genitalia is given : Hot sitz-baths, 
and washing with soapy water, followed by inunction twice a 
day of 

9 Cocaln. cleat 4.10 parts. 

01. oliv 20 parts. 

Lanolin 100 parts. 



Seller's Antiseptic. — This formula, accredited to our friend 
Dr. Seller of Philadelphia by some means, we know not how, 
is simply Hager's socalled analysis of Listerine. We give it 
in answer to a request of a correspondent, but with ihe proviso 
that while it may imitate, it is nevertheless not Listerine. 

Bicarbonate of sodium 20 parts. 

Benzoate of sodium 20 parts. 

Thymol 10 parts. 

Oil of Eucalyptus 8 parts. 

Oil of Wintergreen 6parts. 

(drlycerin 260 parts. 

Alcohol SOOparts. 

Water 3000 parts. 

Mix secundum artem. 



Treatment of Tonsillitis. — In the Therapeutische MonaU 
^hefte for December Dr. A. Hillaby highly vaunts the results 
obtained by administering at the outset a simple carthartic, 
fluch as the infusion of senna, and following this up with 
doses of nine or twelve grains of salicylate of soda, several 
times a day. Under this treatment^ he says, the fever and 
local inflammation subside rapidly ; the activity of the skin 
is re-established and the formation of abscesses in the tonsils 
is prevented. He recommends diminishing the dose of salicy- 
late of soda when the inflammatory process is subsiding, but 
4o continue it in small quantities until a cure seems assured. 
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Sodium Salicylate in General Pruritis. — Dr. Icard of 
Lyons claims to have employed salicylate of sodium with 
•complete success in a case of general cutaneous pruritis, the 
patient being a woman of 44 years, of rheumatic deathesis and 
against which arsenic, bromide of potassium, atropine, sul- 
phur and alkaline baths, and emollients had in turn proved 
inefficacious. The salicylate was given to the amount of 45 
to 50 grains daily and on the third day, the pruritis which 
had lasted without cessation for eight or nine months disap- 
peared and did not return. 

Posology of Some I^ewer Remedies. — The following 
table which we translate from Les Nouveaux Rem^des gives 
the posology of a number of new remedies left out of a for- 
mer translation in this journal : The table was published in 
Agenda Medical Russe, and emanated from Drs. Anrep and 
Boromikin, the doses being the maxima for adults. 



ABTICLE. 



Maximum dose. 



Amount that may 
be taken in a day. 



Acid Gubebic 

*' Sclerotinic 

Adonidine 

•Bromide of ethyl 

Jlodideof ethyl .. 

Amyline hydrate 

Anemonine 

Apioi 

Apocodeine 

Arbutine 

Argenti cianid 

Argenti iod 

Arsenic brom 

ABpedospermin muriate. 

Baptistiue 

Berberine sulphate 

Boldoglucin 

Butyl chloral 

Ghrysarobin 

Oonvallamarine 

Gotoine 

£thoxycaffeiue. 

-Euonymine 

Homatropine 

Iridine 

Parthenine 

Pareinine muriate 

Picrotoxine 

Solantne 

Tribromide of allyl 



»•• I 



16.00 grains. 

1.00 graii^. 

0.1 grain. 
20 minims. 
20 minims. 
80 minims. 

0.50 grain. 
16.00 grains. 

0.60 grain. 
16.00 grains. 

0.08 grain. 

0.83 grain. 

0.16 grain. 

0.06 grain. 

0.05 grain. 

1.00 grain. 
60.00 grains. 
16.00 grains. 

0.08 grain. 

0.10 grain. 

0.50 grain. 
10.00 grains. 

8.00 grains. 

0.60 grain. 

3.00 grains. 

3.00 grains. 

8.00 grains. 

0.10 grain. 

1.50 grains. 

8 minims. 



80 
4 

0.3 
1 
1 



grains, 
grains. 

Srain. 
rachm. 
drachm. 



1.50 grains. 
60.00 grains. 

1.50 grains. 
60.00 grains. 

0.20 grain. 



0.10 

1.50 

3.00 

240.00 

60.00 

0.25 

4.00 

2.00 

30.00 

16.00 

1.50 

10.00 

15.00 

30.00 

0.33 

5.00 



grain. 

grains. 

grains. 

grains. 

grains. 

grain. 

grains. 

grains. 

grains. 

grains. 

grains. 

grains. 

grains. 

grains. 

grain. 

grains. 
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Photographing Bullets by Electric Light. — PracticaV 
Electricity says : The plan of March , the Austrian chemist, 
is to illumine the bullet by letting it break an electric current 
formed, but the velocity of the bullet must exceed that of 
sound, in order that the conditions of the air before and be- 
hind the projectile can be shown. After various experiments 
he succeeded in his efforts to photograph projectiles fired by 
Wernal and Jurde guns, having respectively an initial velocity 
of 438 and 530 metres per second. The photographs obtained 
in this manner showed an air formation in front of the bullet 
having the form of an hyberbole, while behind it almost » 
vacuum was formed, in which, when the initial velocity was 
very great, there were some curious spiral motions. There- 
appeared to be a great similarity between the motion of a 
body through the water and that of a projectile through the 
air. 

Death of Dr. John Call Dalton. — It is with regret that- 
we chronicle the death of Dr. John Call Dalton, which 
occurred Feb. 12, last, at his residence in New York City 
Dr. Dalton was born at Chelmsford, Mass., on Feb. 2, 1825. 
He is said to have b^en the first one to use vivisection in class 
teaching in this country, having been appointed Professor of 
Physiology in the University of Buffalo in 1851, and applying: 
this method at that time. He resigned this position in 1854, 
to accept a similar one in the Vermont Medical College.. 
Three years later he was teaching physiology in the Long 
Island College Hospital. In 1855 he filled the same chair in 
the New York College of Physicians and Surgeons, where he 
continued until 1883, when he retired from active teaching. 

Dr. Dalton was a hard student and will perhaps be best 
remembered by his ^^ Treatise an Human Physiology,^^ which 
has enjoyed much deserved popularity. He published a 
number of other works, notably **The Topographical Anat- 
omy of the Brain," an atlas which commands a high price. 
It is not only the profession of New York, but that of the 
entire country, which has lost in the delELth of this man, one^ 
who has contributed much to the elevation of Amerioaft 
medicine. 
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Regulating Medical Practice. — The Brooklyn Medical 
Journal states editorially that ''an effort will probably be 
made during the present session of the legislature of the State 
of New York to amend the Medical Act of 1887, by taking 
from the medical colleges of the State the power to grant di- 
plomaSy and placing that power in a Board of Examiners ap- 
pointed for the purpose. Theoretically, there can be no ob- 
jection to such a law. It would be a crucial test of the work 
done in medical colleges, if candidates for a degree were 
obliged to present themselves before an impartial board and' 
satisfy its members that the requirements of the law had 
been fulfilled, and that the applicants were qualified to 
practice the healing art." One of the objections urged is that 
the appointment of the board would become a political mat- 
ter. This, however, could be easily obviated by permitting 
the colleges to chose a board composed of competent men not 
connected with or graduates of any of the colleges interested. 
The other objection that there are so many graduates that no 
eompetent man would be willing to lose the time necessary to 
examine all is one which is not so easily answered. Still, by 
having several district boards the matter could be materially 
simplified. 

The Physician and Dentist is the title of a paper by Dr. 
A. I. F. Baxbaum in the Dental Register. The author alleges 
that '* the medical profession does not realize its importance, 
and far less so the laity. For example, a physician is treating 
a certain member of the family, another member, a child four 
and one-half, five, or six years of age, is suffering from an 
abscessed tooth — so-called gumboil. The parent, not knowing 
the value of the tooth, appeals to the attending physician, 
who immediately lances the abscess or orders extraction of 
the tooth. If the former the abscess may or may not return, 
but in the maiority of cases it returns, the cause or irritant 
being still present. Now, if the physician impressed the par- 
ent that the seemingly worthless member can be and should be 
saved, as the successor may not appear for several years, and 
that a constant accumulation of pus is liable to dislodge and 
alter the position of the succeeding tooth, or necrosis of bone 
may result, and likewise that too early extraction may lead 
to irregularity of the teeth, I think (nines times out of ten)^ 
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they would seek the advice of the dentist. Who is at fault ? 
The physician I" Of course he is. But if our enthusiastic 
friend will look upon the other side of the picture he will find 
that he lays himself open to the tu quoque form of argument. 
We have among physicians and among dentists many indi- 
viduals who are fond of '* tinkering/' but it is not just to lay 
their faults at the door of the profession in general. 

A Decision to the Point. — In the course of the debates 
which have recently occurred in the legislatures of some of 
the states over proposed pharmacy and medical practice legis- 
lation, the question of the constitutionality of such laws in 
general has been raised by more than one *' Solon" who 
''doubted the right of the state to pass such enactments." 
Tery fortunately the United States Supreme Court has 
recently had this very question under advisement, and has 
settled the matter very effectually for all time to come. The 
-case was that of an irregular practitioner who was prosecuted 
by the authorities of West Virginia under the provisions of 
the Medical Practice^Aot of the State ' and was co]:ivicted. He 
appealed from the decision of the court to the Supreme Court 
of West Virginia, whence, being again defeated, he took it to 
the Supreme Court of the United States. After many delays 
the court of last resort handed down a decision from which 
the following is an extract : 

** The power of the State to provide for the generml welfare of its people author- 
ises it to prescribe all such regulations as may be necessary to secare the people 
-against the consequences of ignorance and incapacity a> well as deception and 
ftraud. One means to secure this end is the method adopted by the State of West 
Virginia. If the means adopted are appropriate to the calling or profession, and 
obtainable by reasonable study and application, no objection to their validity can 
be raised. 

No one will claim, we imagine, that the requirement of 
any law governing the practice of medicine now in existence 
in any of the states, or likely to be adopted by the Legisla- 
tures of those which are still *' out in the cold," will be such 
as are not to be '^ obtainable by reasonable study and applica- 
tion," and hence we think that the fears of these over-cautious 
legislators are scarcely likely to be realized. 

The Value of a Life. — The Sei-I-Kwai Medical Journal 
publishes the following account of a law suit which is curious 
in many respects and illustrative of some Eastern customs* 
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The story is as follows : The Miyagi Court of Appeal has 
been called upon to decide a most curious lawsuit. A native 
of Niigata, named Hosono, was murdered in March last by 
two men, natives of the same locality. His heir, Yamo-uta, 
sued the murderers for 1,850 yen as compensation : 50 yen for 
doctor's fees, and 1,800 as the sum required for the mainten- 
ance of the murdered man's family, 5 in all, for ten years, 
that being the length of time Mr. Hosono, a robust man of 43 
years, would, it was estimated, have lived but for the commis- 
sion of the crime, and the period which must elapse before his 
heir can attain his majority. The amount claimed per month 
for each of the family was 3 yen. The defence was a denial 
of the statement that Mr. Hosono would have lived ten years 
longer, and an assertion that the average longevity of Japan- 
ese is 30 years ; and a denial that plaintiff was so poor as to 
be unable to maintain the family, he being in possession of 
certain property, or that 50 yen had been spent in doctor's 
fees. The Court in decision held that the defendants had not 
proved that Mr. Hosono would not have lived ten years longer;, 
he had already lived thirteen years more than the period named 
by them as the average of Japanese age, and they could 
not assert that he would die within the next ten years. As the 
plaintiff possessed some property, the amount claimed for the 
maintenance of each member of the family would be reduced 
by one-third, namely to 2 yen per month. The plaintifi owned 
land to the (title deed) face value of 1,530.86 yen^ and at 5 per 
cent, this would give an income of 76.54 yen. At 2 yen per 
month the total per annum for the family would be 120 yen^ 
and from this the above amount of 76.54 yen would be sub- 
tracted, leaving 43.45 yen per annum which the defendants 
must pay in each August. The 50 yen claimed as doctor's^ 
fees must be paid at once. Should any member of the family 
die within the ten years, a proportionate reduction in the 
amount of the annual compensation must be made from the 
date of death. 

Pins, Needles and Fishbones. — Looking over the peri- 
odical medical literature of the past month we have been 
struck by the number of cases reported in which pins,, 
needles, fishbones and similar articles have been found in. 
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strange or out-of-the-way portions of the human anatomy. 
We cannot give the entire list, but a few specimen cases will 
illustrate how such cases come in '^ schools." (We do not 
wish to intimate that the stories are fishy). Dr. Kime reports 
a '^migrating" needle in the JoumaL of the American Medical 
Association for Jan. 19. In the same journal for Feb. 9, Dr. 
•J. B. Greene speaks of a needle that migrated from the inner 
aspect of the knee to the lumbar muscles, from which it was 
cut out. Dr. Honora A. Bobbins reports the extraction of a 
pin from a woman's bladder (^Medical and Surgical Reporter j 
Feb. 2, 1889.) in Oct., 1887. The woman stated that she had 
swallowed two pins in 1864. Two years ago a pin was 
removed from the rectum. Dr. T. M. Winters reports in the 
Physician and Surgeon^ Jan., 1889, the case of a man who 
swallowed a needle when he was one year old. At the age of 
«€2, a needle two and one-half inches long and nearly one- 
eighth of an inch in diameter was removed from his left 
.groin, where it had caused a tumor apparently. Not long 
since Dr. 6. L. Peabody reported in the Medical News the case 
of a woman with a pin in her heart. At the post-mortem, a 
black, eroded pin, the top of the head of which was free in 
the left ventricle, was seen piercing one of the papillary 
muscles attached to the anterior segment of the internal 
valves. Dr. Gerster recently presented a specimen to the 
New York Surgical Society which may be classified with the 
-above cases. In operating upon a large irreducible right 
inguinal hernia (scrotal), he opened an abscess cavity. At 
•ihe bottom of this cavity he felt a fishbone, which was 
removed. The bone probably ulcerated through the gut. 
'We have given these few specimens as examples of how much 
interest there still exists in the question of foreign bodies. 
There seems to be no reason, now that a fresh start has been 
'taken, why these cases and stories should not multiply 
►rapidly. 

Bad Water, Filth and Typhoid Fever.— The Chicago 
Medical Journal and Examiner prints the following : Lake- 
view, a suburb of Chicago, has had a very large number of 
•cases of typhoid fever during the past few weeks, and at 
^-present it is said that there is an epidemic of the disease in 
'the town. Unfortunately for those that wish to get at the 
rfacts, local politics seems to figure very prominently in the 
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matter, one side suppressing or ignoring the facts, while the 
•other side appears to exaggerate them. A sifting of all the 
•evidence, however, shows that the water supply of Lakeview 
is bad ; that the town is in a deplorable sanitary condition, 
that a very large number of cases of typhoid fever exist in 
the town, and that the mortality has been large. In 1888 the 
number of deaths from typhoid fever in Lakeview was 18, the 
number in January, 1889, was 23, in a population estimated at 
^0,000. To put the matter in dollars, typhoid fever cost 
Lakeview in 1888, in deaths alone $14,310, while in the last 
month alone it cost the town $18,285. This is exclusive of the 
<;ost of cases of illness. A careful review of such facts as can 
be had seems to show that bad water and the filthy condition 
of the town are the causes of the outbreak of typhoid fever 
in Lakeview, and makes it probable that the health authori- 
ties of the town are not blameless. The whole number of 
•cases of the disease reported in January was 97; with 
23 fatal cases, the death-rate was a little more than 23 per 
<3entum, showing that the disease was of unusual virulence. 
In regard to the water supply of Lakeview, during the latter 
part of December the inlet-pipes from Lake Michigan became 
<3logged with ice. These pipes are laid 2,000 and 2,200 feet out 
into the 1 . The water engineer, instead of having this ice 
removed, began to pump in water from the shore inlet, within 
the breakwater and only a short distance from the shore-^ 
about 150 feet. This was done for about a mouthy and during 
that time the inhabitants of Lakeview have been using water 
<3ontaminated by sewage. Added to this, if anything need be 
Added, the alleys and streets of Lakeview. are, and they have 
been for several months, in a filthy condition. There is the 
possibility, also, that, in the absence of adequate inspection 
of milk, at least some of the milk used by the people of Lake, 
view has been diluted by the same impure water. The inade 

•quacy of the Lakeview water-pipes to the purpose for which 
they were laid is shown by the fact that this, one of the warm- 
est winters on record at this place, has sufficed to clog the 
pipes with ice. Perhaps with less of politics and jobbery in 
municipal offices the health of some of our cities might be 
improved. 

The writer of the above does not mention the fact that our 
</hicago friends have, for years, tried to donate their sewage 
to us via the contemplated Hennepin canal. 
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local 2TlebicaI ZTlatters* 

The Cooper Pharmacy Co. has located permanently in 
St. Louis. This company is engaged in the manufacture of 
pharmaceutical specialties, and is quite prosperous. In a 
conversation with Mr. Van Ness, the president of the com^ 
pany, we learned from that gentleman that after looking all 
over the field of the United States, he decided that this city 
was the best one to locate in for his business, and, so far, hi& 
experience has justified his expectations. We have no doubt 
that St. Louis bids fair to soon become the best city in the 
Union so far as the manufacture of pharmaceutical products 
is concerned. 

A Chance to Visit California Cheaply and in Style. — 
The meeting of the American Pharmaceutical Association in 
San Francisco this year, and which occurs on June 24, has 
been made the occasion, by Mr. Jas. F. Aglar, Gen'l Agent 
of the Union Pacific Railway, of the organization of a grand 
special excursion train to and from the city of the Golden Gate* 
This excursion embraces an itinerary by means of which the 
traveler may see at his leisure the grand and varied scenery 
which is embraced in the thousands of miles of mountain^ 
valley and plain which lie between St. Louis and the 
Pacific Ocean, and may have at the same time congenial 
company. Mr. W. M. Alexander, the well-known druggist 
at the corner of Olive and Broadway, as president of the 
American Pharmaceutical Association, has designated this 
train as the *' Western Official Train of the Association.'^ 
The fare from St. Louis to San Francisco and return will bo 
$90, and physicians are cordially invited to avail themselves 
of the occasion to visit California at the most delightful part 
of the year. In the excursion with itinerary attached, Mr. 
Aglar maps out a route which embraces every object of 
special interest in the wonderland of America, and issues 
tickets which include sleeper, hotel bills, carriage fares, etc., 
for the entire trip, for the sum of $150. We will give an out- 
line of this trip in a succeeding number, and sincerely hope 
that there may be some of our readers who will avail them- 
selves of the grand opportunity. 
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©riginal Contributions* 

On thb Pseudo- Parasitism of Diptera in Man. By Hugo 
SuMMA, M. D., Professor of General Pathology and Path- 
ological Anatomy, St. Louis College of Physicians and 
Surgeons. 

I. 

In the February, 1889, number of the St. Louis Medical 
and Surgical Journal, a note of our esteemed confrere. Dr. 
F. L. James, was published on Anthomyia Canicularis, the 
larvse of which were found in the vagina of a young lady suf- 
fering from nymphomania. 

As I have some knowledge and experience concerning the 
matter in question, I take the liberty of adding some interest- 
ing points to the above cited article. In order to solve the 
question on the parasitism, or better, pseudo-parasitism of 
diptera in man, it is necessary to emphasize the fact that not 
only such reports should be taken into consideration in which 
the animal found in any portion of the human body has been 
either classified by an authority (entomologist), or in which 
we are ourselves enabled to classify the larvse from a detailed 
description, or better, from the illustrations furnished with 
the reports. 

At the beginning of my article I would like to state that 
the literature of this subject is not at all scanty, as Dr. James 
supposed it to be. When we confine ourselves to the accounts 
of diptera in man, we must, first of all, state that, with the 
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probable exception of the so-called Oestridae, all other larval 
forms of diptera are only pseudo-parasites. Even the larvse of 
different species of Oestridse only occasionally occur in man. 

A very clear article, full of sharp criticism on pseudo- 
parasites, was written by my teacher in Zoology, the well- 
known Prof. Karl Theodor Ernst von Siebold, for the second 
volume of Rudolph Wagner's ** Handwoerterbuch der Physio- 
logic," a classical work in its time. 

In this work Siebold distinguishes three classes of pseudo- 
parasites from a practical standpoint : 

1^. The first class includes such animals as only occasion- 
ally live in places which are inhabited by true parasites. 

2^. A second class is formed by those animals which have 
been supposed inhabitants of other animals^ but of which this 
latter is not certain. 

3^. The third class of pseudo-parasites are. those objects 
which, without being animala at ally have been considered 
parasites. These *' pseudo-parasites fictitii " are especially 
useful in warning us and proving the fact that the truth, often 
being obvious, may only be recognized with difficulty. 

It is only the first class that will be considered here. To 
it belong the larvse of various diptera which live on and eat 
decomposed animal substances, fresh or decaying vegetable 
matters ; that is, they seek, with preference, localities having 
a bad odor. 

Thus they may enter, as it is very easily understood, the 
human body, in a so to speak active and passive manner. 
When they come in the neighborhood of a person with a foul 
smelling disease (for instance diseases of the eyelids, ears, 
nose, fiux albus, ulcers of the skin, abscesses, etc.), they are 
attracted by the odor and lay either their eggs or their mag- 
gots^ near the diseased part. This is the more active way of 
invasion. 

On the other hand, the eggs and small maggots of dipterous 
insects are swallowed by man, especially during the hot 
season. Under certain circumstances, these ingested fly- 
maggots continue to live in the digestive tract, but are later on 
expelled by vomiting or in the fseces, after having grown and 
having irritated too much the digestive tract. 

(1) The differeut species of Sarcophaginese do not lay eggs, bat bear maggots. 
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A number of well observed cases of this kind have been 
reported in the following works : 

1®. Hope, P. W., P. R. 8., On insects occasionally found 
in the human body. (Transact, of the entomolog. society , 
1840, Vol. II., p. 266, et. seq). 

This is the most valuable paper on this subject up to that 
time. In this the whole is brought together in a tabular form, 
so that the kind of insect, the local affection and various other 
particulars can be seen at a glance. Hope proposed to adopt 
the term Canthariasis for the diseases which originate with 
coleopterous insects, whether in the perfect or larval state ; 
that of Myaais for those caused by dipterous larvae, while he 
restricts the term of Scholechiasis to those resulting from 
lepsidopterous larvse. 

Of the first (including two cases arising from the earwig), 
he enumerates thirty-eight cases ; of the second^ sixty-four ; of 
the third, seven.* 

2*^, Koch, Ammon's Monatsbericht fuer Medicin, Augen-. 
heilkunde und Chirurgie. 1838, Vol. I., p. 642. 

3^. Tiedemann, von lebenden Wuermern und Insecten in 
Geruchsorganen, p. 19. 

As far as I know, only members of the Muscid® of the 
Diptera order have been found as pseudo-parasites, and 
among those more especially members of the following classes 
of Muscidse : 

a. Sarcophaginese represented by Sarcophaga carnaria, S.. 
latifrons. 

b. Muscinse represented by Musca (seu Calliphora) vomit- 
oria, M. stabulans, M. domestica. 

c. Anthomyidse represented by Anthomyia^ scalaris, A. 
canicularis, A. cuniculina. 



(2) Confer: Klrby, Wm. and Spence, W., Introduction to Entomology. Phila> 
delphia, 1846. 

(8) It is better to spell An thorny ia than Anthomya. The name was given to this 

family by its first exact obserrer, the German Entomologist Meigen, and means 

flower-fly (Blumenfliegen), from anthos-flower and muia-fly. The latter word is 

written mua only by Photius. It is therefore more correct to name the disease 

'myiasis" (better still "myiosis" ). than "myasis." 

Illustrations may be found in Meigen, Systematische Beschreibung der bekann> 
ten Europseischen Zweifluegeligen Insecten. Halle 1851, VII., Bde mlt 74 T. 

Boachd, Nahergeschicbte der Insecten. Berlin 1834, Taf, yi., Fig. 8-7. 

Farre Arth. On the minute anatomy of the larTSB of Anth. canicularis Meig. 
with 1 plate. Transact Royal Microsc. Society, p. 51-57. 
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Whilst the various species of the two first named classes 
prefer animal substances in a more or less decaying state, the 
members of Anthomyidse are attracted, as is partly expressed 
by their name, by decomposing vegetable matters. Therefore, 
it may be a priori supposed that the former are attracted by 
badly smelling discharges from natural cavities of the human 
body (nose, ear, vagina), or from suppurating or gangrenous 
ulcers^ whilst the Anthomyidse enter the iiitestinal tract with 
the nourishment. 

And really, as far as I can gather from the literature, I 
find this line of reasoning verified. To the cases already re- 
ported in the above quoted general works^ I may add 

a, Sansophaga latifrons, found by Taschenberg^ '* in a very 
painful ulcer of the ear." 

6. Sarcophaga Wohlfarti, observed by Dr. Thomas and 
Loew^ in the nose of an old lady. 

c. Sarcophaga carnaria in the nose reported by Wohlfahrf^ 
and Froriep.^ 

d. Musca vomitoria has been found in the external meatus 
of the ear of persons suffering from stinking otorrhoea, reported 
by Voigt^, TroscheP® and Thienemann". 

The larval forms of various species of Anthomyidae that 
have been so far reported have only been observed in the 
stomach and intestines. 

Exceptional cases are the Wernicke-case, reported by Dr. 
F. L. James", of the larvse of Anthomyia canicularis in the 
vagina and that of Salzmann^^ of the larvse of Anthomyia 
scalaris in the urethra of a man. 

While the latter case is the first undoubted one as to the 

(1» To these may be added: Grube Ad. Ueber Vorkoinmen Ton Sarcophaga- 
maden la den Augen uad der Nase des Menschen. Archir faer Naturgeschlchte, 
1853, Bd. i. p. 282-85. 

(5) Brehm's Thlerleben, Bd. IX. Taschenberg, Insecten. 

(6) Loew, Ueber Myiosis und ihre Erzeugung. Wiener Med. Wochenschrift. 
1883, No. 31. 

(7) Wohlfahrt, Obseryatlo de vermibus per nares ezcretis. Halse 1768. 

(8) Prorlep, Neue Notlzen. 1837, Bd. 4, p. 12. 

<9) Voigt, Medicinische Gentralzeitung, Berlin, 1837, p. 674. 

( 10) Troschel, Med. Vereinszeitnng, Berlin, 1838, p. 85. 

(U) Thienemann, Provinz. Sanitfitsbericht des K. Med. Collegiums z. Koenigs- 
berg, 1842, p. 19. 

(12^ F. L. James, Note on Anth. canicularis, etc.. St. Louis Medical and 
SuBOiCAL Journal, 1889, No. 2. 

(13) Salzmann: Ueber das Vorkommen von Fliegenmaden in den Harnorganen 
und im Darmcanale des Menschen. Wuerttemberg. Med. Correspbl., 1883, B. LIU, 
No. 7-8. 
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occurrence of fly-larvse in the urinary organs, cases of the 
former kind have already been observed. Ule- Wagner" 
speaks of the vagina as a stopping place for the larvse of 
Diptera, but without any special reference to any particular 
species. Another case of unclassified maggots, as thick as a 
quill, found in the vagina of a woman suffering from fluor 
albus was reported in the ** Medicinische Vereinszeitung " of 
1844, p. 175. 

The opinion of Dr. Wernicke, cited in Dr. James' note 
(p. 78), that larvse of Anthomyidse ** do not remain in the 
small intestine " seems to me not quite correct. For I myseli^^ 
saw a case in which the larval forms of A. cuniculina were 
vomited. The larvae of Anth. canicularis were expelled in 
the same way in a case of Prof. Eisner, of Koenigsberg. 
The diagnosis was made by Siebold^^. Ule-Wagner cites 
Meschede" and Gerhard^^, and says: **In very rare cases 
larvae of Diptera pass to the stomach, remain there alive for 
several days and may cause intense catarrh of the stomach. ''^^ 

Cases of dipterous larvae found in the faeces occur more 
frequently. Siebold^ writes : *'The footless larvae of A. 
scalaris and canicularis usually cause a very disagreeable 
itching in the rectum of man, because the dorsum and the 
lateral parts of their ringed body are covered with stiff horny 
spines." 

Larvae of Anth, scalaris or canicularis in the faeces have 
been observed by Dr. von Duisburg and Klinsmann, the larvae 
examined by Siebold. That even an authority like Siebold 
could not decide with certainty if the larvae found were those 
of Anth. scalaris or Anth. canicularis shows us the great dif- 
ficulty attending such investigations.^^ 



(14) Ule- Wagner, Handbuch der AUgemeinen Pathologie, 1876, p. 183. 

(15) Unpublished. Observed in Germany, 1883. 

(16) Siebold in Vol. II. of R. Wagner's " Handwoerterbuch der Phygiologie," 
1844. 

(17) Meschede, Virchow*s Archly. 1866. 

(18) Gerhard, Jenaer Zeitschrift, 1867, p. 454. 

(19) Ule-Wagner» Handbuch der Pathologic, 1876, p. 183. 

(20) Op. citat. ; confer No. 16. 

(21) Tossato (Un nuova entoz5o, Riv. clin. di Bologna, 1883. No. 2) found peculiar 
larree about 1 ctm. long, the gray colored body of which was differentiated into a 
head, a thorax and an abdominal segment, the latter consisting of eight rings. An 
expert, Perroncito, classified them " very probably" as those of a dipterous insect. 
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The same larvae were recognized by Siebold from the illus* 
trations given with the reports of Batemann^ and Jenyns.^ 

The- larval forms of Anth. scalaris had been found by 
Salzmann'^ in the feeces of the wife, the husband of whom was 
suffering from the same larvae in his urethra. The woman 
expelled the larvae some time previous to the affection of her 
husband, who had to be catheterized pretty often for urethral 
stricture. 

Lastly, the larvae of Anth. cuniculina, observed by Dr. 
Wacker in connection with myself, classified by Prof. Siebold's 
first adjunct, Prof. Spangenberg, were found in the following 
case :^ A pale looking farmer boy, with a dim glance and 
bloated features, complained of great fatigue, abdominal full- 
ness, colic from time to time, irregular, slow action of the 
bowels, changeable appetite, and very frequent attacks of 
nausea and fainting. Helminthiasis was suspected, and under 
the use of santonin, two litres (about two quarts) of living 
maggots were expelled. The body of the larval forms of 
Anth. cuniculina is whitish gray, spindle-shaped, 5 to 10 mm. 
long, divided by nine tranverse rings into ten segments, and 
on the dorsum and lateral parts with feathered spines. 

My next article will contain the report and illustrations of 
two cases of fly-maggots found in the nose, both observed in 
this city last summer ; the one by my brother, Dr. Henry 
Summa, the other by myself. 

Feb., 1889. 



The Removal of Dr. Abey, as Quarantine OflBicer of New 
Orleans, has produced quite a ripple in medical and political 
circles in the Crescent City. The State Board of Health, a 
number of merchants, and of citizens have condemmed the 
Governor's action in this respect and have appointed com- 
mittees to wait upon him and request a reconsideration of this 
action. 



(22) Bateman, An account of the larvse' of two species of Insects discharged 
from the human body, Edinb. Med. and Surg. Journal, Vol. VII., 1811, Fig. 3-4. 

(28) Jenyns, Notice of a case in which the larTse of a dipterous insect, supposed 
to be the Anthomyia canicularis (Meig.) were expelled in large quantities fh>m the 
human intestine. Transact, of the Entomolog. Society, Vol. 11., p. 152. 

(24) Salzmann, loc. cit. y. No. 18. 

(25) Wacker. Fr. Ueber das Vorkommen der Larve Ton Anthomyia cuniculina im 
menchlichen Darmcanale. Aerzliches Intelligenzblatt, 1(83, No. 11. 
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Some Pacts and Postulates relating to Electro-Neubo- 
Therapy. By Alexander B. Shaw, M. D., Professor of 
Diseases of the Mind and Nervous System, Beaumont 
Hospital Medical College, Consulting Neurologist to St. 
Louis Insane Asylum, Alexian Brothers' Hospital and St. 
Louis Railway Hospital, etc.* 

Permit me to introduce what I have to say about electricity 
(galvanic) to-night by a brief reference to some physiological 
facts concerning the nervous system and blood supply of parts 
as controlled thereby. 

1®. Paralysis of yaso-motor centres is followed by dilata- 
tion of capillaries. 

2®. Irritation of vaso-motor centres is followed by contrac- 
tion of capillaries. 

3**. Paralysis of spinal nerves is followed by contraction of 
capillaries in paralyzed area. 

4°. Irritation of spinal nerves is followed by dilatation of 
capillaries at points of irritation. 

5°. Irritation of spinal nerves inhibits vaso-motor activity 
in area irritated— vaso -motor paresis. 

6°. Paralysis of spinal nerves allows increased tonic action 
of vaso-motor centres, in paralyzed area — inhibitory action of 
spinal system being removed — and increased vaso-motor 
activity is shown by contraction of the capillaries. 

7®. Increased amount of oxygen in the blood — arterial 
blood supply — lessens activity of the vaso-motor centres. 

8®. Diminished amount of oxygen — venous blood supply — 
increases tone or activity of vaso-motor centres. 

9°. Afferent impulses affecting the vaso-motor centres are 
for the most part conveyed by the sensory nerves, while 
efferent impulses from these centres pass along special vaso- 
motor nerves. 

10°. Afferent impulses niiay either inhibit or §xalt the activ- 
ity of a given vaso-motor centre. 

Such exceptions to the foregoing statements as stimulation 
of the peripheral end of the divided nervi erigentes causing erec- 
tion of the penis, or stimulation of the chorda tympani giving 
rise to increased secretion by the submaxillary gland, or stimu- 
lation of the lingual, producing dilatation of the vessels of the 



* A paper read before the St. Louis Medical Society of Missouri, December 8, 188S 
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tongue, or stimulation of the peripheral stump of the divided 
sciatic, causing dilatation of the vessels of the foot, etc., suggest 
the existence of local vaso-motor centres, which, while they are 
in connection with the central vaso-motor centre or centres, 
are controlled thereby, but when removed by section or 
otherwise from the domination of the central vaso-mptor in- 
fluence indicate their existence by response to stimuli as 
above mentioned. 

Supposing the existence of local — peripheral, if you will — 
vaso-motor centres, and supposing the erection of any one of 
these individual centres into independency by severing it, by 
section of the nerve or nerves holding it under the control of 
the central vaso-motor centre or centres, would it not now be- 
come the recognized vaso-motor centre tor the territory in which 
it has previously been playing a secondary part^ and which is 
now removed from the direct control of central vasomotor 
influence ? And if so, would not the peripheral extremity of 
the divided nerve become, to a certain extent, afferent to it, 
(that is, conduct afferent impulses to it)? Whereas, before 
the section this same nerve was afierent to the more powerful 
central vaso-motor centre. 

Presuming the above supposition to be founded on fact, the 
exceptions to the foregoing propositions cease^ in a certain 
sense, to be exceptions, and really substantiate and verify 
on close scrutiny the correctness of the preceding general 
statements. For, if a peripheral vaso-motor centre is erected 
into independency by severing it from one previously con- 
troling it, and it, in its changed relations responds to stimu- 
lation of what has now become its afferent nerves through 
their severence from a previously dominant centre, in the 
same manner that the central vaso-motor centre or centres 
did to stimulation of an afferent nerve, certainly the rule is 
maintained. 

One of the most important discoveries ever made in regard 
to the effects of electricity on the animal economy is the con- 
dition known as electrotonus, as noted by Ritter. Pfliiger has 
demonstrated that when the galvanic current is made to tra- 
verse a nerve, there is developed at the positive pole a state 
of diminished irritability — anelectrotonus, and at the negative 
pole a condition of increased irritability — catelectrotonus. 
That portion of the nerve between the parts rendered anelec- 
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trotonic and catelectrotonic is called the point of indifference. 

Now, " the altered or polar condition of the nerve extendi 
only to a certain distance from the electrodes, and when the 
electrodes are very far apart a large portion of the nerve 
between them may be and usually is in a condition of indiffer- 
ence. '' With a feeble current of short duration but a small 
portion of the nerve nearest the positive pole is rendered 
anelectrotonic ; the point of indifference, or indifferent por- 
tion, is moved towards the anode and a considerable part of 
the nerve in circuit is rendered catelectrotonic. 

If, however, the current be continued for a long time there 
is a gradual increase in the amount of nerve which is in the 
condition of anelectrotonus — diminishied irritability — a re- 
moval of the point of indifference towards the negative pole 
and diminution of the territory in the condition of catelectro- 
tonus — ^increased irritability. 

If a current of very considerable electro-motive force be 
used, the portion in a condition of catelectrotonus will be still 
farther reduced and the part in a condition of anelectrotonus 
greatly increased. 

Anelectrotonic. Indifferent. Catelectrotonic. 



A.— Short feeble carrent. 

Anelectrotonic. 



Indifferent. 



Catelectrotonic. 



B.— Prolonged feeble carrent. 

Anelectroronic . 




Indifferent. 
I 3 



Catelectrotonic. 



C— Strong carrent. 

Fig. 29. Diagram illustrative of the relative changes induced in 
Nerve- tissue according to the Law of Electro tonus, the Breadth 
of the lines indicating Quantitative changes in Blood-Supply, 
and their Length the relative amount of Territory rendered 
Anelectrotonic, Indifferent, or Catelectrotonic. 

The descending current of electricity, (positive pole as 
near the origin of the nerve as possible, the negative pole to 
the periphery, centrifugal current) applied to the sensory 
nerves has an anodyne or ansesthetic influence. 

The ascending current of electricity, (positive pole to the 
periphery, the negative pole being centrally located, centri- 
petal current) applied to the sensory nerves, has an irritant or 
stimulant effect. 
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Eleciridtj used as a ffedaiive to cerebrospinal nerves be- 
comes indirectly a stimulant to tiie vaso^motor system, pos- 
sibly diminishing the presumed cerebro-spinal inhibitory in- 
fluence, allowing increased vaso-motor action and diminished 
arterial supply results. 

Electricity used as an irritant to cerebro-spinal system, 
diminishes vaso-motor activity and increased arterial supply 
results. 

Electricity as an irritant to the cerebro-spinal nerves be* 
comes indirectly a sedative to the vaso motor system, and the 
old maxim, ubi irritatio ibi fluxus, is verified by the dilated 
arterioles allowing increased blood supply. 

The descending galvanic (centrifugal) current passed from 
the base of the brain to the forehead gives that condition at 
the base of the brain known as andectrotonus (diminished irri* 
tability), and a diminished cerebral circulation results* 
Hence, all states in which there is oerebral hypersemia should 
be benefitted by the galvanic current thus applied. 

The ascending galvanic (centripetal) current passed from 
the forehead to the base of the brain produces catelectrotonus 
at the base of the brain and increased cerebral circulation is 
produced. Hence, all states wherein there is cerebral anse* 
mia should be benefitted by the centripetal current, used as 
indicated. 

Anelectro tonus, diminished irritability, increased blood 
supply of the whole brain may be produced by applying the 
positive pole (anode) to the head, the negative pole being in 
the patient's hands, or catelectrotonus, increased irritability, 
diminished blood supply of the brain may be produced by 
placing the cathode, negative pole, to the head, the positive 
being in the patient's hand. 

deductions. 

Cerebral anaemia should be treated with the ascending 
current — anode to the forehead, cathode to the base of the 
brain ; or, anode to the forehead or top of head and cathode 
in the hands or at the feet. 

Cerebral hyperaemia should be met by reversing the loca- 
tion of the respective poles. 

Insomnia when dependent upon an ansemic condition of 
the brain may be relieved by the introduction of an anelectro- 
tonic condition of this organ. 
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The congested condition of tbe nerve centres so frequently 
present after long continued excessive use of alcoholic stimu- 
lants may be relieved by producing a catelectrotonic state of 
these parts. 

Headache, if congestive in character, should be treated with 
the descending current passed from the base of the brain to 
the forehead ; and if due to cerebral anaemia, the ascending 
current, passed from the forehead to the nape of the neck, 
should be used. 



Typho-Malarial Fever. By Jno. W. Trader, M. D., of 
Sedalia, Mo. 

We make no apology for the above nomenclature, consid- 
ering it of good parentage and sufficiently distinctive to sug- 
gest its etiological place in the family of fevers. 

We place this mongrel fever in the genera typhus, simply 
because the typhous element predominates. 

There can be no doubt of the existence of modified forms 
of continued fevers, arising from various causes, but of no 
importance in regard to either the diagnosis or treatment, or 
of sufficient gravity to estrange them from the Febris Lenta of 
the ancients. 

In the above fever we may have two distinct fevers in one, 
existing at the same time in the same subject, and requiring 
treatment peculiar to each and of an entirely different char- 
acter. The pathological conditions of this type of disorders 
were known and treated of by the ancients, appearing under 
different names, as the fancy of the writer might dictate. 
But, until later times, it does not appear that all malarial 
fevers, or such as are produced by decaying vegetable matter, 
were classed as a distinct genua, of which yellow fever stands 
notably at the head. So likewise, we consider all fevers, 
having their origin in decaying animal matter, as sui-generis, 
with typhus as the type. 

We have a good definition of typho-malarial fever by Dr. 
Clymer in Aitken's Practice of Medicine. The symptoms are 
not so distinct, at all times, as to render a diagnosis easy or 
free from error. In the beginning, a decided malarial origin 
may be prominent, but as the disease advances a typhus type 
is developed. 
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There is, in the first place, the engorgement of liver and 
spleen showing the effects of malarial poisoning. While^ 
soon following the initial attack, we have the peculiar bowel 
lesion of typhoid fever. 

This fever must not be confounded with pernicious remit- 
tent, or pernicious intermittent fever, for while both or all of 
them may be grave in character, the remittent and intermit* 
tent fevers are but an intensified form of malarial poisoning, 
while upon the other hand, typho-malarial fever partakes of 
both animal and vegetable poisoning. 

Dr. Drake spoke of this fever as the remitto-typhus, but, 
as to the pathology, the doctor was in evident error. 

Dr. J. J. Woodward was the first one to write upon the 
subject that gave this fever its present nosological distinction, 
and which enables us to see, distinctly, the prominence of 
both horns of the dilemma. 

During our late war this fever prevailed in many places, 
notably in the valley of the Chickahominy, and, at first was 
described as **Camp Fever." Many, if not all, the severer 
forms of diarrhoea among the soldiers partook of the nature 
of '* Camp Fever," or a fever with a two-fold nature and 
origin. 

The ^' Fathers of Medicine," even in, and sometime after, 
the days of Hunter, considered contagious both malarial and 
typhus fever. We find in the writings of Goode, in speaking 
of this mongrel fever, that, '* It is impossible to pursue the 
history of Bilious Remittent Fevers in warm climates, offered 
from all quarters, without seeing that it may and does origi- 
nate from both sources, (that is from miasm and human 
effluvium) and that the minorca fever uniformly originates, as 
Dr. Boyd observes, in marsh miasm and frequently becomes 
contagious." 

The fever is ushered in with a chill, great thirst, severe 
headache as well as aching of the back and limbs and a gen- 
eral tired feeling. The tongue is coated with a heavy brown 
fur, dry and red at edges and tip and decidedly pointed, with a 
tendency to turn up toward the nose when extended. Skin 
hot and dry, with a temperature, in the prodromal stage, of 
two to three degrees of heat which shows a tendency to re- 
mission for the first few days, but as the disease progresses 
there is less tendency to remission. The patient soon be- 
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comes indifferent and partial delirium supervenes. Diarrhoea 
is present at the beginning, or is easily provoked by cathartic 
medicines. Dark sordes collect upon the teeth and lips and 
the whole system begins to show a lowered vitality. The 
breath is peculiarly offensive. Urine scanty and highly col- 
ored, with heavy phosphatic deposit upon cooling, especially 
if there is lung complication. 

The symptoms are, in a general way, those of typhoid, 
and the anatomical lesions are essentially of this type of fever 
and, unless favorably disposed, are often fatal. 

In crowded wards, and under the constantly operating 
influence of the poison, the fatality may be very great, as 
occurred during our late war. The duration may be from two 
to four weeks, and, while the convalescence in many cases is 
rapid, relapses are liable to occur. 



Clinical Heports. 

Myxomatous Disease from a Cicatrix. Clinical Lecture by 
E. R. Lewis, A. M., M. D., Professor of Clinical Surgery, 
University Medical College, Kansas City, Mo. Reported 
by W. H. Birchmore, M. D. 

Gentlemen : To-day I again call before you the case of 
Mr. David Sargent. He first presented himself at this clinic 
by advice of Dr. Donaldson, of Hamilton, Mo. He was well 
nourished, presenting all the usual appearance of a man who 
enjoyed good living, but was suffering from a diseased forearm. 
This unfortunate condition was not of recent origin, but ex- 
tended over apparently seven years, beginning with a sup- 
purating nodule on the radial side of the wrist as the focus. 
The skin became involved in the destructive action, causing 
much suffering and a very considerable loss of tissue by some 
process analogous to ulceration; this broke out repeatedly 
and repeatedly healed, each attack being worse than its prede- 
cessor. All attention having been concentrated on the neces- 
sity of obtaining repair to the skin, no notice seems to have 
been taken of changes certainly current in the deeper tissues. 
The drop-wrist symptom was distinct, all power over the 
wrist muscles being utterly lost — pronation and supination 
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had both disappeared. Forced supination was painful, pain 
being referred to the wrist ; forced extension at the elbow 
caused pain referred to the flexor carpi radialis. In general 
terms the motion of the elbow was impeded only when mus- 
cles with carpal or digital insertion were called upon. The 
diseased nutrition extended to the very ends of the fingers. 
For two weeks he was placed on treatment tending to alter 
the blood crasis^ and antiseptic dressings were carefully but 
uselessly employed. We will therefore amputate the arm. 

[The arm was removed by the cuff operation in the middle 
third. Dr. Bggers gave the anaesthetic, Dr. Robinson acting 
as the assistant, in presence of Dr. Donaldson and the class, 
January 15, 1889. Healing commenced immediately on the 
anterior and inner aspect with very rapid progress, but on 
the outer and posterior an intense sharply localized iodoform 
poisoning appeared. So intense was it, that all further use 
of iodoform was abandoned, and daily the dressings were 
simplified, through a stage of bismuth with vaseline, corrosive 
sublimate gauze and cotton, to a simple covering of the limb 




Fig. 30. Arm and Hand, Palmar aspect. 

with vaseline, cotton, parafine paper with roller bandage and 
a splint. Fourteen days after the amputation the results 
were as follows : The sutures had been absorbed or removed, 
catgut having been used; the arm, excepting for the traces of 
the iodoform injury, was spotless ; at the lower end the wound 
was open and so far as could be seen was satisfactory. On 
the twenty-fifth day Mr. S. was allowed to leave the hospital 
at his own request.] 
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Two' hours after the removal of the arm, it was examined 
hy Drs. Birchmore and Mears. The following is an extract 
of Dr.Birchmore's report, in which Dr. Mears agrees: 

''The fingers were much enlarged, the circumference of 
the middle one being 8} inches, and the rest of the hand was 
enlarged in proportion. On the adjacent sides of the fore and 
middle fingers were spots of softening, as also at the base of 
the fore and middle fingers. 

On the back of the hand was a cicatrix as large as a half 
dollar, adjacent a spot of softening as large as a dime, also an 
ulcer. From the wrist to near the elbow extended a cicatrix; 
upon this cicatrix were nearly one dozen foci of softening, 
though the number could be doubled by considering each 
focal point as simple. 

This seeming cicatrix was from i inch in thickness where 
the quasi healthy skin was seen, at the elbow, to I inch in 
thickness at the annular ligament, where it was fast to the 
bone on both sides uniting with the periosteum ; the bones 
were not carious. On the back of the hand the growth was 
fully i inch thick, the tendons were quite movable in their 
sheaths, which, however, were included in the disease. The 
general appearance of the hand is shown by the accompany- 
ing sketches. (Figs. 30 and 31). 




Fig. 31. Arm and Hand, Dorsal aspect. 

The order of the muscles was not disturbed ; the only one 
directly implicated was the pronator quadratus which had 
become part of the diseased tissue. The drop-wrist was due 
to contraction of cicatricial tissue. On making an incision a 
fluid presenting the sensible appearance of 'white of egg' 
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ezDded, and heat coagulated it ; the ' India rabber ' sensation 
under the knife was very distinct." 

(Extnct from preliminary report on the histology of the 
disease.) 









Fig. 32. HicroBCoplcBl appearanceB at surface of piece re- 
moved from A, Fig. 30. 

"Cover glass preparations of the exudation stained with 
logwood and examined in oil showed an immense number of 
nucleated cells about as large as the largest white blood cor- 
puscles The nucleus was relatively very large and was 







Fig. 33. Microscopical appearance of structure immediatelr 
beneath Fig. 33. 

rarely central. The cell substance band was narrow, and 
also cloudy — ^joint nee of logwood and eosin made the differ- 
entiation between the various kinds of cells a matter of com- 
parative ease." 
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*' ExaminatioDB of a. small piece ot the growth remored at 
the point marked A, Fig. 30, have been made. The drawiDgs, 
figures 32, 33 and 34, show the relations of various depths 
of the Uasne. Fig. 36, is &om a nest of cells showing the cell 
infiltration in the deeper portion of the tissue. 




Fig. 34. Microscopical appearance of structnre at dMpest point. 

Fig. 32, Bboffsthe epithelium covering the cicatricial tissue. 
The cells destined to he foci of softening are distinctly marked 
in the condensed connective tissue. Fig. 34, rests directly 
upon the body of a muscle, the tailed cells in the lower right 
hand comer really belonging to its fascia." 



Fig. 36. From nest of cells in deeper portion of tlasae. 

" So far it seems a nearly perfect illustration of the origin 
of myxomatous disease from the InsnfBciently vascularised 
tissues of an old inflammation, or to use a more popular but 
less correct expression, an ' Sncephaloid cancer from a cica- 
trix.' In some fields under tbe microscope the relations were 
almost typical of such disease, but the fields best illustrating 
the condition of the mass of the growth are those shown in the 
drawing. In Fig. 32, one of these foci appears only 0.005 of 
an inch from the surface." 

(Sections were here shown to the class under the 
microscope) . 
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[Note. Owing to the fact that the drawings accompany- 
ing this article were made with a pencil on roqgh drawing 
paper, they were so rubbed and blurred in reaching us that it 
was with difficulty that our artist reproduced them at all, and 
one (the third of the *' Microscopical Appearances ") was com- 
pletely spoiled. Drawings of this description should be in 
ink, and preferably on smooth paper. — Editors St. Louis 
Medical and Surgical Journal.] 



The Internal Use op Chrysophanio Acid in Pityriasis Sim- 
plex. By Alfred Stocquart, M. D., of Brussels, Bel- 
gium. 

Case I.— Oct. 4, 1886. Miss C D , age 29, men- 
struations regular, had for three years spots of pityriasis sim- 
plex, on the face, neck and breast, accompanied by an intense 
irritation. The diseased parts were much inflamed, the skin 
rough and full of white crusts, which showed then^selves in 
the small fissures caused by scratching. There was also fre- 
quent heat of the scalp. She was ordered a mixture consist- 
ing of sulfo-ichthyolate of soda in doses of a half gram daily. 
After each dose, however, nausea, retching and pains in the 
stomach followed; but the appetite remained good. 

Ichthyol was substituted by an ointment of 5 % of iodoform 
and the same of precipitated sulphur. 

A slight improvement after four days showed itself around 
the ears, and continued for ten days, when, without apparent 
cause, the eruption reappeared and continued in an aggrava- 
ted form. I then administered chrysophanlc acid internally 
at th%rate of two centigrams per diem. 

After eight days, a decided improvement set in, more 
especially around the ears. The skin was more dry and paler. 
A bronchial attack interrupted the treatment of the skin 
disease. 

Case II.— Oct. 27, 1886. Miss S— W , age 36, had 

for two years pityriasis simplex of the head, face and par- 
ticularly of the ears. The inflammation caused the patient to 
scratch when severe irritation and fissures set in,which formed 
scales. She was ordered a 4 % ichthyol ointment. 

On the 30th, the skin lost its inflamed appearance, but the 
sores became more aggravated. 
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On Nov. 6, the improvement continued ; on the 15th still 
improving, but the ointment acted as an irritant to the sores 
and produced an eczematous eruption with considerable dis- 
charge and great inflammation. The ointment was discontinued 
and a mixture of chrysophanic acid substituted, after which, 
on the 18th, the skin became more dry and paler, and on the 
27th, there was great improvement, except on the scalp. 

On December 1, the patient having become weak from 
anaemia, I prescribed a mixture of iodide of iron. On the 
5th, the pellicles disappeared and also the irritation. Eight 
days later, the patient became convalescent and did not apply 
for advice any more. 
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WHAT CONSTITOTES A VOLUME? f 

The Occidental Medical Times and the Pacific Medical Jour- 
nal are indulging in a little dispute as to what cona|)itutes a 
*' volume,'' the former holding that a publisher can begin and 
end a volume whenever he sees fit (or, in other words, can 
make the issues any fraction of a year constitute a volume)^ 
and the latter that the '^ volume " must embrace all the issues 
of one year. In the course of the argument, the OccidenM 
Medical Times referred to the habit of the *' oldest medical 
monthly," the St. Louis Medical and Surgical Journal, of *• ^ / * 
dividing its annual issues into two volumes, as proof of^the ^^ ^ ^' 
correctness of its position, and to this the Pacific MedicaHJotCr ^ 

... \* . ^ 
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nal retorts '* The Oldest Medicftl Monthly " doe& not run two 
volumes a year. Volume thirty-one closed last December, 
contained twelve numbers and 768 pages." 

The Pacific Medical Journal is entirely wrong, not only in 
its position but in its statement of facts. The St. Louis Med- 
ical AND Surgical Journal, with its last December nuniber, 
closed its fifty-fifth volume and forty-fifth year, having been 
founded in 1843 and published continuously every month since 
its first appearance. For thirty-five years its issues consti- 
tuted but one volume annually, but in 1878 a change was 
made, and, for convenience in binding, the issues were divided 
into two volumes annually. 

Webster defines a volume as '' a collection of printed sheets 
bound together, whether containing a single work, or part of 
a work, or more than one work ; especially that part of an ex- 
tended work which is bound up together in one cover." 

A JOURNALISTIC PHILALOO BIRD. 

'^ This here animal. Ladies and Gents," said the veracious 
showman, '' isn't an animal; it's a Philaloo bird. It's a native 
of the wilds of Philadelfy, where, when hard pressed by pur- 
suers, it thrusts its head into the sands of the desert, and 
thinkin' itself to be hid, tries to tarrify it's enemies by whistlin' 
through its t'other end ; thereby makin' a noise which can be 
heard a mile or more, and givin' itself dead away." 

The showman claimed that, though existing in countless 
numbers when Philadelphia was discovered by Columbus, 
save and except his specimen the bird was extinct, the balance 
having fallen an easy prey to the cannibal Philadelphians — all 
of which may be true ; but, if so, some of the present race of 
Philadelphians must have '^inherited" the main character- 
istics of the bird. The Medical Register, of that city, for 
instance, is a fine example of the survival of the traits of the 
extinct philaloo so graphically described above. 

It formerly came to us as an ^'exchange," but a few 
months ago we were rash enough to criticize some of the 
'^ high science " which we found in its columns and 6n revanche 
it absented itself from our table. We suppose that the editors 
thereof would say that they ** cut the Journal off their ex- 
change list," and if it affords them any satisfaction to put it 
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thas/we are very willing to gratify them. Not being able to 
answer our arguments it turns tail and attempts to conceal 
itself after the style of the showman's bird ! 

In further imitation of the extinct phillaloo, imagining 
itself to be hid, the Register has recently set up the '* tarrify- 
ing" racket, and has turned loose upon the devoted head of 
one of the editors of this journal a column or so of stuff foul 
enough to have come from the '^ tother end " of any creature 
(though we must suppose that it emanated from the head of 
this one), even Mephitis mephitica — a column of scurrility and 
billingsgate, utterly devoid of reason or argument. 

To such an onslaught we have no reply, other than this, to 
make. Neither the St. Louis Medical and Surgical Journal, 
nor Dr. Ohmann-Dumesnil, who is the editor attacked by name, 
can afford to enter a filth-slinging contest with anyone, and 
least of all with an adept who does not seem to care how 
much of the foul material sticks to him providing he can be- 
spatter one who is more particular in this respect. 

A word or two, however, in parting, to the editor of the 
Medical Register: Harping upon the *' obscurity" of other 
individuals or journals will not make you or yours one whit 
the less obscure. Even though you be chosen fellow in a 
mutual admiration society, and member of a journalistic ring 
pledged to copy only from each other, eventually you must 
stand or fall upon your merits alone. The St. Louis Medical 
AND Surgical Journal is content with *' obscurity " if prom- 
inence is to be obtained only by combinations which are con- 
fessions of incapacity and unworthiness. It has existed for 
nearly a half century without such aid and can bear with 
equanimity all such flings as that made by the Medical Register, 

SOME PROMISED PAPERS. 

In addition to those promised our readers in the last issue, 
the Editors of the St. Louis Medical and Surgical Journal 
take pleasure in announcing the following papers, all of which 
will be liberally illustrated ; 

Dr. Nicholas Senn, the distinguished surgeon of Milwau- 
kee, has promised a paper for the June number, the title of 
which will be announced in our May number, and which, we 
promise will be a rare treat. 
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Prof. T. F. Prewitt, of the Misgouri Medical College, our 
widely known local surgeon and teacher has also promised a 
paper for an early number of the Journal. 

A very interesting paper in the May Journal will be that 
of Dr. Summa, in continuation of the preliminary note on the 
Pseudo-parasiticism of Diptera in Man, in the present issue. 

Dr. Waldo Briggs has in preparation a most valuable re- 
port on the removal of an enormous osteo-sarcoma involving 
the excision of several ribs. 

In addition to the above we have on hand and will publish 
in our next issue the following papers and clinical reports. 

The Treatment of Puerperal Eclampsia, by Dr. W. S. D. 
Johnson, of La Belle, Mo. 

Three Cases of Pneumonia, with Peritoneal Complications 
by Dr. J. L. Matthews of Carthage, Mo. 

Typho-Malarial Fever, (a continuation of the article in the 
present number) by Dr. John W. Trader, of Sedalia, Mo. 

Caries of Symphysis Menti and other cases from the Clinic 
of Dr. Lewis of Kansas City. 

Fracture of the Arch of the Seventh Cervical Vertebra, 
with recovery, by Dr. A. M. Powell of CoUinsville, 111. 

ANNOUNCEMENT. 

The Editors of the St. Louis Medical and Surgical Jour- 
nal take pleasure in announcing that, commencing with the 
May number, Professor J. S. B. Alleyne, Dean of the 
St. Louis Medical College will assume the conduction of the 
Department of Diseases of Women and Children, and will 
give from time to time comprehensive reviews of the progress 
made in this most important branch of medical science. 

Dr. Alleyne is too well known to the medical profession of 
St. Louis and the Mississippi Valley to need any introduc- 
tion from us, and under his supervision we can safely say 
that the department will have a weight and value that it has 
never had before. 

THE MISSOURI STATE MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 

The thirty-second annual meeting of the Medical Associa- 
tion of the State of Missouri will take place at Springfield on 
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May 21, 22 and 28 next. There is not much time left in which 
to make preparations for this occasion, which is one of the 
highest importance to the profession of this State. Missouri 
cannot afford to be without these reunions, for it is a well-known 
fact that the profession is very much in need of a thorough 
organization. It is quite some time since a meeting has been 
held in south-west Missouri, and, since that time, this section 
of the State has undergone great improvements, both in the 
matter of increase of population as well as in the material ad- 
vance of its commercial prosperity. 

The members of the medical profession of this section 
have kept pace with the general welfare, so that there does 
not seem to exist any reason why the coming meeting of the 
State Association should not be a complete success in every 
respect. As to the attendance we are sanguine that it will be 
large. St. Louis will, in all probability, send a larger delega- 
tion than it has done heretofore, and the central, northern and 
other portions of the State owe it to themselves that they be 
represented. The south-west has always been faithful to the 
society and it remains to see if the other districts will do the 
same thing now that they are expected to go away from home. 

As to the scientific work, there is a good prospect of hav- 
ing many and excellent papers. The example which was set 
last year cannot very well be disregarded. We cannot afford 
to retrograde. With this incentive before us, we are sure that 
the individual members will each one put forth his best efforts 
to the end of accomplishing a great success. It is no longer a 
matter of ambition, but one of absolute duty. Ours being the 
sixth State, in point of importance, of the United States, we 
must show that the medical profession not only equals its 
home in political importance, but that, in a medical point of 
view, it is fully able to sustain its own with the best of them. 
Medically speaking, we cannot afford to be sixth-rate, and in 
order to attain our proper place, united and persistent effort 
must take the place of the apathy, which has heretofore 
existed, to such a large extent. 

THE AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 

The next annual meeting of the American Medical Asso- 
ciation will begin June 25 next, at Newport, R. I. The 
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judiciousness of the selection of the meeting piaoe has been a 
question with a great many. One of the reasons giren fer 
this choice was that heretofore only large cities had been 
favored and that the constant bickerings and quarrels of the 
local profession had had a tendency to mar the harmony of the 
sessions. To avoid this disagreeable feature a point was 
chosen which, would not furnish this cause of the want of har- 
mony simply because there -are >hardly enough physicians m 
it to pick up a quarrel. 

On the other hand, the question which naturally arises 
is, how many will attend a meeting held at such a remote 
point? Whenever a meeting has been held at some Western 
point, the West has been there in force, and now that it will 
be in the extreme East, a liberal portion will be there. But 
will the Eastern men be present in the numbers in which they 
ought to be ? We are afraid that they will not. The better 
class of our Eastern confreres either go to some summer resort 
to enjoy their otium cum dig. or else take a trip to Europe just 
at the time the Association is expected to meet. 

Again, will the profession receive that cordial welcome 
which has always been theirs wherever they have met. Or, 
will they be met with that curious stare which is the peculiar 
appanage of the Anglomaniac who kills time at watering- 
places? We are anxious to see the meeting a success and we 
are more than anxious to see a large and enthusiastic gather- 
ing at Newport. We are sure that the local profession, as well 
as the State Society of Rhode Island, will do all in their power 
to attain this end. But, after all, it is west of the AUeghanies 
that the Association has prospered. It is from the Mississippi, 
Missouri and Ohio Valleys that it has derived its strength and 
it is in these sections that it will best prosper. The exotic 
atmophere of the effete East cannot contribute to the healthy 
growth of so hardy a plant. 

We know, of course, of numerous notable exceptions in 
the case of Eastern men who have ever been faithful to the 
Association and who have, in no small degree, contributed to 
its success. They are well-known and remembered, because 
they are the exceptions. However, we urge all to go to the 
meeting, and the time may come when there will be ''no 
North, no South, no East^ no West.'' 
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inicroscopg- 

The Microscope. — ^Th« Mvpefa mnasber of this welcome 
visitor is at hand, and contains a great variety of good reading 
matter for microscopists. Among the more valuable original 
contributions we note the following: ''Cements, Varnishes 
and Cells," by H. N. Lyon, M. D. ; '' Micrometer Measure- 
ments," by M. D. Ewell; ''The King Microtome," by J. 
D. King, and "On the Emission of a colored Fluid as a pos- 
sible Means of Protection resorted to by Medusse," by J. 
Walter Fewkes. The departments are full of excellent matter, 
as usual. 

The American Monthly Microscopical Journal. — The 
March number of this excellent journal contains a very inter- 
esting article by Professor Romayne Hitchcock, who has re- 
cently returned from Japan, via Europe, and who visited the 
establishment of Zeiss at Jena on his way home. In this 
paper, which is entitled "The Making of Apochromatics," he 
describes what he saw there in a very pleasant and lucid 
manner. Prof. Detmers has also an article on "American 
and Foreign Microscopes," which is a reprint from the Pro- 
ceedings of the American Society of Microscopists for 1888, and 
is the substance of what he intended to say at the Columbus 
meeting. " Loiterer " has an article on the " Substage Con- 
denser with special reference to that of Abbe," also valuable 
and instructive. These complete the original contributions. 
The balance of the journal is made up of notes, excerpts, etc., 
of interest and value. The " Monthly " has wonderfully im- 
proved in the past few months, and is now a very high class 
journal — one that no microscopist should be without. 

Death of Henry Mills. — Only a few months ago I took 
occasion, in a little sketch of the veteran scientist and 
authority on fresh-water sponges, Henry Mills, of Buffalo, N. 
Y., to tell how lightiy his seventy-six years sat upon him, to 
speak of his youthful ways and to hope that he might long be 
spared to serve as an example for a younger race of men, and 
to illustrate to them how a man may be a scholar, a worker, a 
deep thinker, and yet be a gentleman in all that the word im- 
plies — and now we must write that the end has crowned its 
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work, and the wise, pare, genial, good old man is dead I 
While in the very nature of things mortal, this news should be 
no surprise, since he long had passed the three-score-and-ten 
allotted to man by the Psalmist, to me who remember the 
nights and days passed with him only a few short months ago, 
and recall the brightness of his eye, the elasticity of his step, 
the steadiness of his hand and the buoyancy of his spirits, 
the message comes as a shook like that experienced when we 
hear of some young and full-blooded man suddenly falling be- 
fore the Reaper. Almost the very last time that I saw him he 
got up from his seat before a blazing fire in the sitting room at 
a hotel in Columbus, and tendered the chair to me (I being 
somewhat ailing at the time) and insisted on going ta get an- 
other for himself. On parting with him at the close of the 
meeting of the American Society of Microscopists in September 
hist, he wrote his name and address on a card, now before me, 
and said: '^ You will not find many men of six and seventy 
who can do that!'^ And indeed, he was right — the script was 
as fair and elegant as that of a writing-master. He died at 
Chattanooga, Tenn., February 7, while on his way to Florida. 
In the Microscope for March his old friend and associate. Dr. 
p. S. Kellicott, pays a fitting tribute to his memory, and gives 
some points in his life-work and history, to which we shall 
recur hereafter. The members of the American Society of 
Microscopists will hear of his death with heavy hearts, and 
our next meeting (which will be in Buffalo) will be saddened 
by memories of one whom it was always such a pleasure to 
meet and who would, had he lived, have taken so prominent a 
part in the gathering at his old home. Peace to his memory ! 

Stein's Steam Filtering Apparatus. — In the Zeitschrift 
fur Wissenschaftliche Mikroskopie Dr. L. von Stein describes a 
jacketed funnel for filtering gelatin, agar-agar and similar 
viscid substances which are liquid under the application of 
heat, but which solidify at ordinary temperatures. The ac* 
companying illustration, which we have prepared from one in 
the journal above quoted, gives a very clear idea of the appar- 
atus. It is, as will be seen, composed of an outer case, enclos* 
ing an ordinary glass funnel, the details being as follows : 
The outer funnel A is made of sheet copper, having a closely 
fitting cap B, which has two apertures, E and F, both of 
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which are cloBed with corks. Through E fresh water ia intro- 
duced from time to time, and through F aucoessive charges 
of the liquid to be filtered. C is a projecting arm which may 
be used aa a handle, but the real uae of which is to aerve aa a 
point for the application of heat. G ia an ordinary glass 
fannel, supported by strips D and D. The lower point of the 
enter funnel B ia provided with a bored cork, into which the 




Fig. 36. 
stem of the glass funnel fits tightly. In uae, the copper funnel 
is filled with water up to the line at A, a filter paper is 
placed in the glaea funnel and the latter charged with the 
liquid to be filtered. Heat ie then applied at C, and as the 
steam is developed it exerts a certain amount of preaaure upon 
the Burface of the fluid, forcing it through the filter. Dr. 
Stein states that with an apparatus of 14 centimeters in 
diameter (outside) he was able to filter, in one hour, 100 cubic 
centimeters (about S fluidouncea) of a thick agar solution, 
while gelatin passes through as rapidly aa water does through 
the ordinary filter. The apparatus was designed primarily 
for uae in the microbiological laboratory, but is an admirable 
adjunct for the chemist and pharmacist. In bacteriological 
work it has the advantage of aterilizing the solution, as well as 
filtering it. 



To Determine the Thickness of Coverglasses.— Dr. 8. 
Czapaki suggests, in the Zeitsekrift fUr Wissenechaftlicke 
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Mikroakopiey a plan for approximating the thickness of cover- 
glasses on mounted slides, which, while not absolutely cor- 
rect| is sufficiently so for all practical purposes. To carry it 
out it is requisite that the operator be possessed of several 
covers whose thickness is accurately known. It is also neces- 
sary that his microscope be provided with a fine adjustment 
worked with a screw with a milled head of size sufficient to 
admit of its perimeter being divided into segments of an arc, 
or otherwise so arranged that any desired part of a complete 
revolution can be accurately measured. With these-^parovisos 
granted^ the process is simple and easily carried out, as fol« 
lows : The upper surface of any coverglass of known thick- 
ness is first accurately focused (by means of any spot or 
scratch thereon) with an objective of from 0.6 to 0.9 n. a. The 
lower surface is then focused in the same manner, and the 
amount of turn given the milled head of the fine adjustment 
screw exactly noted. This process is repeated with the several 
coverglasses of different (but known) thickness. Comparison 
is then made between the fractions of the arc traversed by the 
screw, and the measured thickness of each glass, and a reduc- 
tion factor is thus obtained which will serve for the similar 
determination of glasses whose thickness it is desirable to 
determine. It is needless to say that in these determinations 
the same objective, eye-piece, tube-length, and diaphragm 
must be used. An example in point is given as follows: 
With a given combination of ocular, eye-piece, etc., four 
coverglasses whose thickness was known to be 0.146, 0.168, 
0.187, and 0.22 (of a mikron), the focusing differences marked 
by the screw head were 35, 40, 45, and 52 divisions, re- 
spectively. The reduction factors, in thousandths of a 
mikron, were : 

146 168 187 220 

— =4.17, — =4.20, — =4.16, — =4.23, 
35 40 45 52 

or a mean of 4.19 or 4.20. Now, in measuring a coverglass 
of unknown thickness, suppose we find that the difference 
between the upper and lower surfaces is represented by forty- 
eight divisions of the screw head. By multiplying 48 by 4.20 
(and dividing by 1,000), we get 0.201, which would represent 
the thickness of the glass to be tested. Numerous experiments 
made by Dr. Czapski on coverglasses, whose thickness was 
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afterwards obtained by direct measurements^ show thai his 
process is correct to the one-thousandth part of a mikron, 
which is acciirate enough for all practical purposes. The 
writer of these lines for a number of years worked with a 
Nachet instrument, the fine adjustment of ^ich was direct, 
and mtide with a ^c^ew cut 100 threads to the inch. He was 
in the habit of utilizing it in the approximate measurement of 
coverglass thickness by noting the portion of a turn through 
which the milled head wa& made to pass in traversing the 
distance between the upper surface of the coverglass and the 
slide on which the latter lay, and taking it as a fraction of one- 
hundredth of an inch. The coverglass to be measured was 
put on a clean glass slip and the latter placed on the stage of 
the microscope. The front of the objective was brought down 
until it exactly touched the upper surface of the cover, and 
the position of the milled head, toward a pointer brought out 
from the arm, accurately noted. The screw was the nturned 
up sufficiently to allow of the removal of the coverglass, and 
again turned down until the front of the objective exactly 
touched the surface of the slip. There were eighty millings 
on the outer edge of the screw head, and thede were taken as 
divisions of an arc. If, for instance, the diiference between 
the position of the screw head when the front of the objective 
rested on the coverglass, and that which it occupied when the 
same rested on the surface of the slip, were found to be sixty 
points, the thickness of the coverglass was taken to be sixty 
eightieths of one one-hundredth, or -^ of an inch. Reduced 

to decimals this would be 0.0036 inch. 

F. L. J. 



The American Practitioner and News in the early part 
of March stated that about one month still remained for phy- 
sicians to comply with the medical practice act of Kentucky. 
At that time but a little over fifty physicians in Louisville and 
Jeiferson County had complied with the law. In order to 
exercise a certain moral effect, steps have been taken by the 
Louisville Medical Society to employ additional counsel, if 
necessary, to assist in the effectual enforcement of the law. 
Dr. McCormick, the Secretary of the State Board of Health, has 
signified it as his intention to pursue a vigorous course in the 
matter. 
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Dcrmatologa arib <5cmto«Urinary Diseases. 

Pityriasis Simplex. — The readers of the Journal will re- 
member that a note was made in the Febraary number to the 
effect that Dr. Stocquart had met with great success in this 
afiection by the administration of chrysophanic acid in- 
ternally. By a typographical error he was reported as pre- 
scribing two grama daily, when it should have read centigrams. 
Dr. Stocquart reports two additional successful cases in an- 
other part of the Journal. 

Chronic Erythema Nodosum. — M. E. Besnier recently 
presented to the weekly clinical reunion at PHdpital St. 
Louis, a young woman whose legs were the seat of erythema 
nodosum. The lesions, of a livid color, were localized in 
these' portions of the body and were also peculiar in that they 
developed over the whole surface of the leg,- lasted for so long 
a time, and had such an indolent course. Iodide of potassium 
had no effect. They disappeared under the combined influence 
of rest and systematic compression. The nodes in this case 
resembled very much those of syphilitic or scrofulotuberculous 
origin. 

Vidal's Red Plaster. — This plaster, which has rendered 
excellent service in the treatment of impetigo, ecthyma, super- 
ficial dermic ulcerations, folliculitis, etc., is composed as fol- 
lows, according to Dr. L. Brocq {Journal of Cutaneona and 
Genito-Urinary Diaeaaea): 

'^i Minium 25 

Cinnabar 15 

Emplast. Diachyli 260 

M. 

This is to be spread upon fine linen so as to make a sort of 
adhesive plaster, which may be cut into pieces the size of the 
lesions to be covered. It is to be changed every twelve to 
twenty-four hours, according to the abundance of suppuration. 

Gonorrhceal Rheumatism Deformans. — M. A. Foumier 
presented a patient, at the weekly clinical reunion of 
l'H6pital St. Louis, who had gonorrhoea and was suffering a 
second attack of gonorrhceal rheumatism. It was pecuUar 
in this respect that it showed itself as a deforming variety. 
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The fingers and toes appear to have bunions, and the little 
finger of the left hand looks like a radish. In addition to 
thiSy there is mu8CuIar'at]:ophy, especially of the left hand, af- 
fecting the interossei an.d the muscles of the forearm. The 
patellar. reflexes are exaggerated, there is epileptoid trouble of 
the right Ug, and Fournier thought of the possibility of 
gonorrhoeal rheumatism of a spinal form. . ' ' 

Tuberculosis of the Skin. — Dr. Joseph Zeisler publishes 
a very interesting paper upon this subject in the North 
American Practitioner, He includes under the general term 
tuberculosis the following: 1^. Tuberculosis cutis vera, a 
very rare afiection, occurring only during the advanced stages 
of general phthisis; 2^. Scrofuloderma, which can be considered 
as tuberculosis only in the ulcerated form ; 3°. Lupus vulgaris, 
which is the most important of these forms, as well as the 
most common ; 4^. Tuberculoses by inoculation, these being 
essentially local affections and in this are included a. verruca 
necrogenica, or anatomical tubercle, 6. tuberculosis verrucosa 
cutis of Biehl and Paltauf, c. tuberculosis papillomatosa of 
Morrow, and d. tuberculous ulcerations produced by inocula- 
tion. This last form is frequently produced by operations 
performed with instruments that have not been properly 
cleaned. 

Alopecia Areata. — One of the interesting problems con. 
nected with this disease is the question, still suh-judice^ as to 
whether it is due to nervous disturbances or to parasitic in- 
fluence. Both sides have been ably argued and supported by 
clinical and morphological proofs, and to an unprejudiced 
looker-on it would almost seem as if both causes might be at 
work. Dr. L. Duncan Bulkley is inclined to favor the nervous 
theory (Jdedical Record,). He treats the disease by giving in- 
ternally strychnia with phosphoric acid, together with fats 
in the dietary. Locally he prefers veratria iti ointment in the 
strength of flve to ten or oiore grains to the ounpe. Other 
stimulating applications, such as croton-oil, strong carbolic 
applications, acetum cantbaridis, capsicum, etc., may also be 
applied with advantage. He states that he is positive that 
the best results in the. management of this often troublesome 
afiection will be reached when it is looked upon, not as a local 
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affair, bat as a manifeatation of constitntional derangement, 
having its basis in lowered vitality of Jtbe nervous system. 

Fibroma Molluscum. — The following case presented by 
Tannatsune Hashinoto, Surgeon Major, Japanese Army to the 
T&ky6 Medical Society and reported in Sei'1-Kwai Medical 
Journal is interesting on account of the large number of tumors 
whiob existed. The accompanying drawing illustrates well 




Fig, 37. MoUuscnm Fibrosnm. 
the condition which was present. The number of tumors on 
the body, large and small, was 4,503, distributed as follows: 

Head , race, oeck reKiong 479 

Left npper extremity regions 182 

Rish tapper extremlt; regions 386 

Leit chest regions 607 

lUght chest re^ons 623 

Left dorsal regions 8SS 

lUKht dorsal regions 710 

Left abdomen and lower extremitv 211 

Right abdomen and lower eztiemit}' 464 
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Diseases of tlje €ge anb €ar. 

In Otorrhoea which acts best, Boracic Acid in Powder 
or Solution ? — Nearly all writers prefer to use boracic acid 
in powder rather than in solution, but Dr. Theobald, of Balti- 
morC; greatly prefers the solution and has given his reasons 
at length in the Transactions of the American Otological 
Society, vol. 4 ; part II. The matter is of so much interest 
that I epitomize his reasons for so doing. 

1°. He thinks the solution better promotes the healing of 
the perforation in the drum. 

2^. The solution, as he thinks, is safer when used in cases 
of acute inflammation of the drum. In this connection he 
compares the action of powdered boric acid to powdered alum, 
having seen the latter, when insufflated in one case of acute 
inflammation of the drum, give rise to very serious brain 
symptoms. This comparison and inference are very unjust to 
the powdered boric acid, as there is absolutely no similarity 
of action between the two powders except so far as their phy- 
sical appearance is concerned. 

3®. The solution can be more successfully used by the pa- 
tient than the powder. He makes a saturated solution and 
has the patient syringe the ear with it, for the purpose of 
cleansing it. Of course the solution must always be warmed. 
Although Dr. Theobald is good authority, his ideas on this 
subject certainly will not hold good. In the discussion that 
followed the reading of his paper, it seems that he is alone in 
preferring the solution over the powdered boric acid. He 
strongly recommends the solution in the treatment of fresh 
abscesses of the drum. All the others advise against the use 
of the powder in such cases till the acute inflammation has 
subsided, as shown by the cessation of severe pain. This 
advice corresponds to my custom. I never use boric acid in 
the very early stage of drum abscess, but prefer to let the sup- 
puration go on long enough — a day or two — for the swelling 
and severe pain to subside, but at the same time keeping the 
ear as clean as possible. This, I think, is all the good the 
syringing of the solution can do in this stage. I have had 
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very fine effects from injecting a saturated solution of boric 
acid through the catheter into the drums where there were no 
perforations. The solution dissolved the tough muco-puru- 
lent secretions, which filled up the drums, so that subsequent 
inflation removed them. 

I have never seen any of the bad effects from the use of 
boric acid in the ear mentioned by others and firmly believe 
that they are due solely to the impacting of the powder. 
This latter should always be allowed to lie upon the drum 
loosely and the meatus should never be filled full. Boracic 
acid should never be packed into the ear. 

Treatment of Cuts of the Cornea and Prolapsus Iridis. 
— Penetrating and cut wounds of the cornea are so frequent, 
their proper treatment becomes important. A bare puncture 
of the cornea by a sharp instrument is in itself a compara- 
tively trivial matter, as it heals up in a few hours. But it 
must always be remembered that whenever the corneal epi- 
thelium is barely broken, bacterial infection may take place. 
This danger must be guarded against in all cases. This is 
easily done by flooding freely the conjunctival and corneal 
surfaces with the usual antiseptic solution of bichloride (1 in 
10,000). This should be done as soon as possible after the 
injury, as the infection may take place almost instantly. Of 
course there are many cases where the antiseptic solution is 
not needed at all, but, as it is painless and harmless, the eye 
should always be washed with it in the beginning. 

The curative tresiiment consists in the local use of atropine 
solution (4 grs. to ounce) 3 to 5 times a day. Small punctures 
of the cornea require no bandaging. Actual cuts and ruptures 
of the cornea are more dangerous than punctures because the 
injury is greater. Here the antiseptic precautions must be 
very rigid and persistent. In cuts or ruptures of the cornea, 
the iris nearly always prolapses. What must be done with it ? 

If the protruding iris cannot be replaced and that is rarely 
successful, it must be snipped off as close to the cornea as 
possible. The iris should not be drawn far out and cut off, 
for that would remove too much. Only that part actually in 
the wound should be cut away. It should be drawn very 
slightly and snipped closely in the hope that it will retract 
sufficiently to pull itself out of the wound. It is very important 
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to prevent, if possible, any of the iris tissue from being pinched 
up in the wound as it heals, for that always causes much irrita- 
tion. If the wound is large,extending through a third, half, or 
the entire cornea, after having been freed from iris as de- 
scribed, it should be stitched nicely together. For this 
purpose a very small needle and fine thread must be used and 
the stitches must include only the outer half of the thick- 
ness of the cornea, barely enough to hold the thread, 
and the knot should not be drawn very tightly — only 
tight enough to hold the cut edges nicely together. 
With all possible antiseptic precautions the eye is bandaged 
and the patient is kept quiet. If the stitches cause consider- 
able pain, opium should be given internally. The dressing 
should be removed twice daily for the purpose of the free use 
of antiseptics and the instillation ^ of atropine solution. The 
latter should be dropped in before the eye is first tied up. 
The stitches will cut out in from one to two days. If any 
should hang too long, they should be removed. 

The proper management of the prolapsed iris in these 
cases is often very puzzling. 

Xerophthalmia. — This is characterized by complete dry- 
ness of the eye. Fortunately this condition is rather rare. 
Long-continued chronic inflammatory disease of the conjunc- 
tiva, as in trachoma or granulated lids, causes in all cases 
more or less atrophy and in rare cases complete atrophy of 
that membrane. The latter condition is particularly liable 
to follow when injudicious and violent caustic treatment has 
been used. Great contraction of the entire conjunctiva 
takes place^ completely obliterating the folds of the cul de sac 
so that both lids are held tightly to the ball and are limited 
in their movements and prevent proper movements of the ball. 
The mucous glands and even lachrymal glands cease all secre- 
tion. The conjunctiva becomes perfectly dry, their being 
neither mucus nor tears. In fact the conjunctiva has ceased 
to be a mucus membrane and has become a kind of degener- 
ated skin and is often covered with dry scales or crusts. The 
cornea joins in the atrophic process and becomes not only dry 
but opaque, causing complete loss of vision. Occasionally 
the contraction of the conjunctiva is so great as to prevent 
the lids from closing over the ball. This description applies 
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to absolute or complete xerosis. Of course there are many de- 
grees before this extreme condition is reached. Treatment is 
more than useless. The condition is absolutely incurable. 
Some palliation may be afforded by the local use of non-irrita- 
ting oily substances. Xeropthalmia is a strong protest against 
the improper use of caustics in conjunctival diseases. 

A. D. Williams, M. D. 



€xcerpts from Husstan, polislj anb Bulgarian 

3ournals. 



Bacteriology and Scarlatina. — Dr. M. A. Baskina, a 
female doctor of St. Petersburg, whose bacterioscopic re- 
searches on malignant complications of scarlet fever, have 
been already placed before our readers (vide the St. Louis 
Mbdical and Surgical Journal, Feb., 1889, p. 104), com- 
municates now (Vratch, 1889, No. 2, p. 46) the results of her 
further investigations, undertaken in Professor M. I. Afana- 
sieff's laboratory in order to determine a pathogenic microbe 
of scarlatina itself. As is known, Professor E. Klein, of 
London, some time ago described a specific streptococcus of 
scarlatina, and Dr. Edington a similarly specific scarlatinal 
baccillus. 

The preceding series of Dr. Raskina's researches has 
established the fact that Klein's microbe has nothing to do 
pathogenetically with scarlatina itself, but constitutes the 
most important morbid cause of malignant complications of 
the disease. Her present inquiry shows that Edington's 
bacillus also is not entitled to bear the name of a pathogenic 
microbe of scarlatina, for she has been able to find the rod 
(in blood and desquamating cuticle) only in' four out of one 
hundred cases examined by her, and that more frequently in 
the later stages of the affection than in the earlier. The 
bacillus failed to cause any morbid symptoms in guinea pigs 
and rabbits. Besides, even in later stages, desquamating 
cuticle contains more frequently the staphylococcus pyogenes 
aureus, potato bacillus and other micro-organisms, than 
Edington's rod. On the other hand, she has discovered that 
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the blood and scales of scarlatinal patients most commonly 
show the presence of a characteristic micrococcus of an irreg- 
ularly roundish ovoid shape, which is well stained by Gram's 
method. In the blood it is met with only in the early period 
of the disease, and is then lodged within leucocytes. In cases 
ending in death within the first four days of the symptoms, 
the microbe is detected also in the fauces, lungs, liver, 
kidneys, spleen and skin. When inoculated in rabbits and 
guinea pigs, it gives rise to certain morbid phenomena, though 
Dr. Raskina has been as yet unable to see the scarlatina fol- 
lowing the inoculations. In one rabbit, however, there ap- 
peared an extensive scarlet erythema around the inoculation 
point. Further researches will settle the question, whether 
the coccus represents something like a pathogenic microbe of 
scarlet fever, or not. 

On Mechanical Treatment of Prolapsus Uteri. — In the 
Polish monthly Wiadomosd Leharshie, 1888, No. 5, Dec, p. 
137, Dr. F. Sielski, house physician to the Town Hospital, 
Lvov, Austrian Galicia, publishes a very instructive prelim- 
inary note on the treatment of uterine prolapsus by massage 
after Thure-Brandt's method (vide Dr. Stroynowski's paper in 
the London Medical Recorder, Jan., 1889, p. 24) which has be- 
come of late fairly fashionable not only in Sweden (the in- 
ventor's home), but also in Russia and Poland. According to 
Dr. Sielski, of all Thure-Brandt's manipulations, only the 
lyftingen or '* lifting up '' of the womb from the pelvis has a 
genuine curative value, since it represents nothing else than 
a reduction en masse both of the displaced womb and enterocele 
i>aginali8 posterior, which is invariably present in all cases of 
uterine prolapsus. Starting from that supposition, the author 
has considerably simplified and improved the method. He 
has invented an instrument which he calls an elevator uteris 
and which consists of an ordinary uterine sound bearing a 
circular, fiat disc, of the size of a kreuzer (penny). The disc 
is fixed at some distance from the uterine end of the sound, 
which varies according to the length of the uterine cavity in 
individual cases. Having introduced the instrument into the 
womb in the usual way, up to the disc, he proceeds to care- 
fully lift up the uterus (resting with its os on the disc) from 
the pelvic into the abdominal cavity, carrying up the organ 
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as high as possible in the given case without causing any 
painful sensations to the woman. The procedure is repeated 
once daily. Having employed the method in five successive 
cases, he has obtained a complete and permanent cure in every 
one of them, the duration of the treatment varying from twa 
to four weeks. 

Antifebrin in Croupous Pneumonia and Enteric Fever* 
— In the Polish (Warsaw) weekly Oazeta Lakarska^ No. 48,. 
1888, Dr. C. Z. Wroczynski says that, having tried antifebrin 
in fibrinous pneumonia, he has arrived at the conclusion thai 
the drug manifests here not only an antifebrile action, but also 
a specific one in the stage that most markedly alleviates the 
inflammatory process and diminishes infiltration of the lung 
tissue. He adds, however, that, in view of the general de* 
pressing properties of antifebrin, it should not be administered 
either to old or emaciated subjects. As to enteric fever, the 
drug proves to be decidedly harmful, since it lengthens the 
duration of the disease and even intensifies the symptoms. 

Henbane Seeds in Toothache. — An anonymous Russian 
country practitioner . highly recommends (Novosti Terapii, 
November, 1888, p. 365) the seeds of common henbane 
(HyoaeyamuB niger; Russ. Be'lend), in the shape of fumigations, 
as an excellent remedy for toothache depending upon pulpitis* 
The method is given as follows : A certain quantity of 
powdered seeds is thoroughly mixed with yellow wax. The 
paste is converted into a candle with a wick. The candle is 
well lighted, and, after a short while, put out. The smoke 
arising from it is at once directed, by means of an appropriate 
paper funnel, into the cavity of the carious tooth. Toothache 
is said to disappear sometimes instantaneously. If not, the 
procedure is repeated again and again. [In the Vratch, No» 
41, 1888, p. 818, an editorial note on the matter wisely draws 
attention to the fact that the remedy is far from being quite 
innocuous, and hence the procedure should be practised under 
control of the patient's medical attendant. — Reporter.^ 

Oxide of Zinc in Infantile Summer Diarrhceas. — In the 
St. Petersburg weekly Russkaia Meditzina, No. 39, 1888, p. 
621, Dr. I. S. Kolbasenko, of Kopal, says that, following Du- 
pr^'s recommendation, he has tried the internal administra- 
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tion of oxide of zinc in twenty- six consecutive cases of sum- 
mer diarrhoea occurring in infants aged from 6 to 18 months. 
Only two of them died, the remaining twenty-four (about 92 
per cent.) making a speedy recovery. [The result is the more 
remarkable as summer diarrhoea at the place is characterized 
by unusual malignancy, as the following facts show. Having 
referred to official documents, Dr. Kolbasenko found that 
during the last 35 years there had died at Kopal in all 4412 
persons, 2229 of them haying been infants under 1 year. An 
overwhelming majority of the children had perished from 
summer diarrhoeas.] The following formula was invariably 
employed : 

9 Zinci oxyd ati gr . v. 

Tinctune Goto, 

TinctnrsB Ratanhse, ana gtt. z. 

Liq. Hofmani (Ph. Ross.) gtt. xx. 

Decocti Saiep SJ* 

M. D. S. A teaspoonfiil every half an hoar. 

Simultaneously port wine was given, and the infant's diet 
duly restricted and regulated. The beneficial action of the 
oxide is ascribed by the author to the powerful antiseptic 
properties of the drug as well as to the various zinc salts 
(hydrochlorate^ lactate, etc.,) which are formed in the gastro- 
intestinal canal. Dr. Kolbasenko has no doubt of the mycotic 
origin of summer diarrhoea. 

Forcible Dilatation of the Anus and Rectum in Haem- 
orrhoids. — At the third meeting of Russian Practitioners, at 
St. Petersburg, Professor M. S. Subbotin, of Kharkow, read 
(Vratch, No. 3, 1889, p. 84) a paper on the treatment of piles 
by forcible dilatation of the anus and lower segment of the 
rectum by means of a speculum. During the last seven years, 
he has resorted to the method in sixty-one hospital cases, and 
in a number of ambulatory patients and in private practice. 
In only one of the cases did the operation prove a failure. In 
the remainder a complete and permanent cure ensued. In 
simple cases recovery usually followed on the fourth or fifth 
day after the operation ; in complicated cases somewhat later. 
In the latter group, certain other appropriate surgical means 
were adopted, beside the dilatation, such as extirpation of rec- 
tal polyps, suturing anal fistulse^ etc. 
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On Traumatic Fever Following Simple Fradtures of 
Bones. — In a preliminary communication {Vraich, No. 2, 
1889, p. 51), Professor A. 8. Tauber, of Warsaw, states that, 
according to his extensive clinical observations, there exist 
three distinct types of traumatic fever developing after un- 
complicated fractures of bones. In one group of cases, a feb- 
rile rise takes place immediately after the injury and lasts for 
about forty -eight hours. In another category, the temperature 
ascends after a certain apyretic interval and keeps at a febrile 
level for six or seven days. In a third series, the temperature 
rises just after the traumatism and remains elevated for a 
fortnight. The first type accompanies relatively slight lesions, 
the third most severe ones. In all the cases, the fever is caused 
not by microbes, but by the penetration into the patient's sys- 
tem of various morbid products resulting from decomposition 
of injured tissues. 

Remarkable Case of Pulmonary Adlinomycosis. — 
Drs. Nikolai P. Matchinsky and Ksanfy V. Sokoloff, of 
Kazan, describe an exceedingly rare and remarkable case 
{Ejenedelnaia Klinitcheskaia Gazeta, 1888, No. 25, p. 497, and 
Voenno-Sanitarno^ De'lo, 1889, Nos. 1 and 2, p. 9), of actinomy- 
cosis of the luDg, in a soldier, aged 25, who was admitted, on 
Feb. 20, to the Town Military Hospital, on the sixth week 
of a severe typhoid fever. On March 1, there developed 
croupous pneumonia of the left lung, with numerous pneu- 
mococci in the sputa. Examination of the latter, made by 
Dr. Matchinsky on March 2, disclosed actinomyces in large 
numbers. On March 6th, there was detected, on percussion, 
a localized dullness in the lower lobe of the right lung. On 
March 14, the patient died from prostration and cardiac 
failure. The necropsy revealed, besides typhoid lesions in 
the intestines and pneumonic infiltrations on the left side, an 
actinomycotic focus, as large as an orange, situated in the 
posterior portion of the lower lobe of the right lung. The 
following points are especially noteworthy : 1°. The above 
case represents a unique instance of a simultaneous ^' mixed 
infection" by the pathogenic microbes of actinomycosis, 
croupous pneumonia, and typhoid fever. 2°. The diagnosis 
of pulmonary actinomycosis was made during the patient's 
life, and that solely by means of the examination of the ex- 
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pectoration. It is the fourth instance of an intra'vitami diag- 
nosis of the disease (the preceding cases have been published 
by Drs. Canali, lakimovitch and KiischeflF). 3^. The sputa 
as well as the lung tissue, contained only threads of the 
actinocladothrix, but no club-shaped bodies. The possibility 
of the occurrence has not yet been mentioned by any prede- 
cessor of Dr. Matchinsky's. 4®. The sputum had the char- 
acteristic appearance of red-currant jelly, and was very 
viscid. The cladothrix proved to stain well after Ehrlich's 
method, which up to date had been regarded as a specific 
one for dyeing the tubercle bacilli and those of lepra only. 

Iodine in Malarial Fevers. — Following Drs. Shab- 
liovsky's, Rosenblum's and SnejkofiPs instance (vide the Lan-' 
don Medical Record, 1885, pp. 248, 266, 279), Dr. Isaak I. 
Korona, of Tiflis, has tried (Proceedings of the Caucasian 
Medical Society^ 1888, Dec. 13, p. 256) the internal administra- 
tion of tincture of iodine in 112 cases of malarial intermittent 
fever of various types. The drug was given in doses of from 
5 to 10 drops, 3 times daily, in the form of a 1 per cent, solu- 
tion in a weak solution of iodide of potasium (from 0.25 to 0.5 
gramme of KI to 100.0 aq. dest.). Forty-three cases were 
treated by the tincture alone ; 31 of them were cured, but in 
12 the drug remained Inactive. In sixty-nine other cases the 
iodine treatment was combined with the administration of 
hydrochlorate of quinine in the daily dose of from 1 to 3 
grains, given on the day of the paroxysm, during apyrexia- 
Sixty-seven cases (of which twenty-six had been previously 
treated in vain with quinine, in daily doses, varying from 8 to 
20 grains) were cured; only two showed no improvement. 
Dr. Korona's general corollaries may be summed up thus : 
1°. Tincture of iodine, when given alone in the dose stated, 
may often, but not always, bring about recovery from malarial 
fever. 2°. A 1} per cent, solution of the tincture in children 
and a 3 per cent, one in adults, given in teaspoonful or dessert- 
spoonful doses 3 times daily, proves to be wholly innocuous 
(does not give rise to iodism). 3^. A combined administration 
of the iodine solution and quinine in small doses should be 
preferred to the use of the solution alone, since the former 
acts more rapidly and at the same time more mildly, and more 
effectively prevents the occurrence of relapses. In conclusion, 
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Dr. Korona suggests giving a trial to the iodine treatment in 
pulmonary tuberculosis, iodine being one of our most power- 
ful parasiticides. Valerius Idblson^ M. D. 



Zncbtcal progress. 

THERAPEUTICS. 

Permanganate of Potassium in Rattlesnake Bites. — 
There has been much written of late years upon the efficiency 
of permanganate of potassium in snake bites. Dr. J. W. 
Carhart writes to the I'exae Courier Record of Medicine that he 
has treated several cases of rattlesnaks bitea by the hypoder- 
mic injection of permanganate of potassium with invariable 
success. He injects a solution of five grains of the salt to an 
ounce of water near the site of the bite and applies poultices 
to the swollen part. He does not use any alcoholic stimu- 
lants at all in connection with this treatment. 

Treatment of Insomnia. — Dr. W. H. Thompson, of the 
New York Hospital (^Medical and Surgical Reporter) prescribes 
as follows in insomnia due to worry or mental strain. This 
variety he considers most dangerous as it may lead to epilep- 
sy, or insanity. 

Q Acid hydrocyanic dil Kttxvi 

Sol. morphin. Magendies 3J 

Chloral, hydrat 3jb8 

Syr. zingi beris ^' 

Aquae camphorse, ad 3vi 

M. Fiat Sol. 

Sig.: Dose, foxjoxdinary case, a tablespoonfal ; for severe caBe, 
two tablespoonials. 

This prescription is also good for the sleeplessness of 
fatigue. 

Chloride of Methyl in Facial Neuralgia. — M. Macquart 
reports, in la France Midicale^ a case of an elderly woman 
who had annual attacks of neuralgia, lasting from a forthnight 
to a month. Each time an attack came on the patient had a 
tooth extracted. Upon one occasion a tooth was broken, when 
the neuralgia disappeared for seven or eight years. Lately 
the attacks occur more frequently and last longer. Relief 
was obtained by spraying chloride of methyl upon the cheek 
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and upper lip, taking care to protect the eye. The gums and 
lower lip being painful a piece of cotton saturated with the 
chloride of methyl was applied, to the painful localities, with 
success. 

Salicylated Collodion. — ^The following is a formula which 
has the advantage over th& ordinary method of adding extract 
of cannabis indica in that it is colorless : 

B Acid salicylic partes 10 

Acidlactic " 10 

Collodion " 80 

M. 8ig.: To be painted on the parts. 

A Pleasant Purgative for Children. — Dr. C. H. Smith 
writes to the Columbus Medical Journal that he has used the 
following formula for years, with success. 

9 Glycerini 3j 

01. cinnamonni gtt vi 

Triture bene et adde, 

OLricini Sj 

^ M. Sig.: A teaspoonful at a dose, pro re ncUa. 

Ball's Purgative Pills. — Dr. Ball, the alienist of Saint 
AnnO; of Paris, frequently orders the following. 

Q Aloes socotrin gr. zv 

Resin scammon, 

Besin jalap SS gr. yIjbb 

Hydrafif. cnlorid. mit gr. y 

Ext. beiladonnse, 

Ext. hyoBcyami Sa gr. iy 

Sapo. amygdal q. s. 

M. Fiat massaet divide in pil. No. 60. Sig. Take three to 
five pills daily. 

Treatment of Tabes Dorsalis by Suspension. — During 
the past four months Prof. Charcot has been treating a num- 
ber of cases of tabes dorsalis by suspension in Sayre's appar- 
atus. A marked amount of benefit has been found to follow 
the suspension of a patient for one to three minutes every 
other day. The application of this method oftener, accom- 
plishes no better results. Among the improvements noted 
were a lessening of incoordination, and disappearance or re- 
lief of the lightning pains, bladder troubles, anaesthesia. The 
pupillary symptoms remain, however, as also the absence of 
knee-jerk. The method is said to have been accidentally 
discovered in Russia, during the application of a plaster paris 
jacket to a tabetic patient. 
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To Abort Bronchitis.— Dr. H. C. Wood, according to the 
Journal of the American Medical Aaociationf recommends the 
following : 

9 Potass, citrat 

Syr. ipecac 

Sacci limonis Hu 

A qu» 3ii j 

M. Ft. Sol. 

Sig.: Two teaspoonfals eyery two hoars. 

The Strophanthus.— Of all the medicines, saysLa Nature, 
which within the past twenty years have been added to the 
already lengthy catalogues of the pharmacopceias, but few 
have assumed a fixed position in the armamentarium medi- 
cum. Some fell into disuse almost before seeing the light; 
others, heralded with loud praises, had an ephemeral reign, 
while others, haying remarkable properties, have become the 
succedanea of, or aids to, old remedies. Among the latter 
class we may place strophanthus, which, despite numerous 
essays and researches, is as yet scarcely known, although it 
it is a medicine that will take a foremost position among car- * 
diac remedies, if not supplant digitalis therein. 

The strophanthus, so named by De CandoUe, belongs to 
the apocynacese, and is a native of tropical regions, being 
found throughout tropical Africa, and met with in Madagas- 
car, Ceylon, and the Indies. Its culture in their Asiatic pos- 
sessions would be so easy that the English hope ere long to 
be independent of the African source of supply. 

The species of strophanthus are numerous; although at 
first there were supposed to be but one or two, there are now 
known over a dozen. Of these but three or four have been 
accurately determined, botanically, and even this is of recent 
date. The best known are Strophanthus hiapidus, Strophan-^ 
thus Komba, Strophanthus glaher (of the Gaboon), and Stro^ 
phanthus Sourahaya, The first named (hispidus) was probably 
the first which was brought to Europe. It was collected by 
Hendelot, a French naturalist, who found it on the banks of 
• the Rio Nunez, during his travels in Senegambia, and sent it 
to the Museum of Natural History. More recently several 
travelers, notably Grifiben du Bellay, a marine surgeon, have 
brought home specimens of the plant. 

The second well-known variety is the Komba, which is 
now easily procured in the markets. This is found not only 
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in Africa but in Java, Ceyloo, and the Indies, a fact Trhlch 
accounts for the greater ease in collecting and transporting. 

Without entering into minate botanical details concerning 
the TariooB species, we may state in a general way that stro- 
phanthuB is a perennial sarmentose vine, the branches of 
which are of the diameter (approximately) of the little finger. 
They twine around the trunks of forest trees, and, climbing 
along the branches from tree to tree, form vast tangled masses 
at the tops of tropical forests. The plant flowers in May, 
and the blossom presents a singul&r appearance. The calix 
is divided into acute, lanceolate, externally hirsute sepalB, 
five in number. The corolla is gamopetalouB, the tube short 
and dilated into a campanulate limb with fixed lobes, from 
the apex of which latter springs a narrow refiexed ligule from 




Fig. as. The seed, showing 



four to six inches long. The fruit is au elongated follicle 
from twenty to thirty or even forty centimeters C^ight to six- 
teen inches) in length, cylindrical in shape, about the diame- 
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ter of a finger, ftnd often containing &s many as 300 seed. 
These pode are shown at 3, Fig. 39. The seeds are of a 
remarkable and elegant appearance. They are fiieifonn, 
abont a half-inch long, yellowish -brown in hue, and cov- 
ered with very fine short hairs. They are surmounted by 
a coma formed of a maltitnde of silver white, glossy, silken 
hairs, attached to a glabrous pedicle, and which are spread 
out like a fan irom fire to six centimeters (two to two and five- 
tenth inches) in length. Being very fragile and easily de> 
tached, this coma is not found on the seeds which occur in 
The complete seed is shown in Fig. 38. 




Fig. 39. 1, Boot of Btrophanthna. 2, Pods. 4, S, 0, 7, AMcan arrows 
poisoned with Strophaathns. 

The root (shown at 1 in Fig, 39) ie brownish ia color and 
attfuns a thickoess of two or three fingers. 

The fruit and the seed and its coma vary somewhat in de- 
tui in the different species, but the variations are unimpor- 
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tant from a general point of view. All of the etrophanthi are 
highly poisonous, but in varying degrees, and this fact is well 
known to the inhabitants of the Gaboon, the coast of Sierra 
Leone, and Central Africa. Before European manufacturers 
introduced their ancient and refuse fire-arms on the markets 
of Africa, the savage tribes used the juice of the fruit and 
seeds for poisoning their arrows. These weapons, which are 
small and light, have a notch situated about five centimeters 
from the point, and are covered with a poison prepared by 
crushing the seeds^ and adding to the oily product a kind of 
pat^ made from some mucilaginous bark. The slightest 
wound from an arrow thus prepared is rapidly fatal. 

The accompanying cut* is a reproduction from sketches 
contained in a remarkable work by M. Blondel. In it are 
shown some of the African arrows poisoned in the manner 
described. Nos. 5, 6 and 7 were brought from the Gaboon, 
and No. 4 from the Zambese region. The last (7) is the most 
primitive, and is formed of a slender rod of wood sharpened 
at one end and split at the other for the purpose of inserting 
a leaf to fulfill the function of the ordinary feather. On this 
the layer of poison extends for five centimeters, and above it 
are a series of notches to facilitate the fracture of the point 
after entering the body of the victim. This arrow is twenty- 
five centimeters (ten inches) long. Arrow No. 4 is a more 
finished weapon. It is fitted with an ogive-shaped head 
made of iron^ very sharp-edged, and fastened .to the stock by 
a fine wire wrapped around the point of juncture. The 
length of this arrow is about fifteen inches. No. 6, the prop- 
erty of Dr. Gley, resembles a javelin rather than an arrow, 
being seventy-five centimeters (thirty inches) long, and as 
large as the little finger. It is artistically finished, and was 
evidently meant to shoot from the bow, as shown by the 
''nocked" end. The feathers are laid on in strips and the 
head terminates in a sharp point. This arrow is the only one 
that shows evidence of being intended for use with the bow, 
the others having probably been used with a blow-gun or air- 
tube. 

According to Livingstone, on the Zambese River, and 
around the great lakes, the strophanthus-poisoned arrows 

*Iii preparing this cut we have omitted the bundle of pods marked 8 on the 
original plate.»Editors St. L. M. and S. J. 
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were used only in the chase of large game. In their wars the 
natives use arrows the points of which are poisoned by stick- 
ing them into the entrails of a small caterpillar. 

These poisonous properties of strophanthus were long 
known only through narratives of travelers, and it is scarcely 
twenty-five years since Vulpian and Pelikan, and after them 
Polaillon and Carville in France, and Fraser in England, hav- 
ing procured some of the seeds of Strophanthus hispidus^ 
demonstrated its energetic toxicity, and ascertained the method 
in which death is produced by it. Unfortunately, owing to 
the scantiness of the supply, the investigations scarcely 
crossed the threshold of physiological laboratories. This was 
the real reason that physicians did not at once take advantage 
of the experimental discoveries, and apply the seeds to cardiac 
therapeutics. Another reason was the uncertainty surround- 
ing the botanical species, some of the investigators having 
used Strophanthus hispidus, some Strophanthus komba, and 
others still other species. It is said that a fifth species is now 
recognized. Fortunately enough for practical therapeutics 
MM. Blondel and Catillon have demonstrated that, notwith- 
standing the more or less marked variations in botanical 
characteristics, all strophanthi thus far known have identical 
or very nearly analogous properties. However, since regular 
importation has thrown great quantities of seed upon the 
English market, scarcely any kind except hispidus and komba 
are used. 

To Professor Fraser, of Edinburgh, is due the credit of the 
introduction of strophanthus into therapeutics. He employs 
it in the form of a tincture made from an extract prepared by 
macerating the pulverized seed. This tincture, even when 
diluted to a twentieth, is one of the most powerful of med- 
icines, but is somewhat unreliable, since it varies in strength 
according to the quality of the seed, the amount of trituration 
length of maceration, etc., so that it is probably preferable to 
use the extract itself. It is in the seeds that we find the 
active principle in greatest quantity. An endeavor has been 
made to isolate the active principle and strophanthin, a 
glucoside has been prepared, but up to the present time this 
product has been clearly defined, and the varying results 
which have not been obtained with the substance are to be 
ascribed to the form under which it was used — i. e., as 
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amorphous or crystallized strophanthin, or the tincture was 
employed. For a long time the researches of Professor 
Fraser remained unverified. Owing to the absence of the 
material, it was impossible to duplicate the surprising results 
obtained. by him. Only within the past year have French 
pharmacists succeeded in procuring the seed in sufficient 
quantities to make the tincture after the English formula, and 
thus permit physicians to experiment therewith. A number 
of observations on the subject have already been published in 
France by Drs. Lupine, Huchard, Bucquoy, and Dujardin- 
Beaumetz; abroad, the value of the medicine has also been 
confirmed by numerous studies, and now the Acad6mie de 
M6decine has undertaken the investigation. At the last 
stance Dr. Bucquoy, well-known for his remarkable investi- 
gations of affections of the heart, communicated the results 
obtained with the remedy in more than 100 cases in hospital 
and private practice, and thus demonstrated that in strophan- 
thus we have one of the most powerful and certain of known 
remedies. 

What, then, are the properties of strophanthus ? As we 
have already stated, it is, in experimental toxic doses, a 
cardiac poison ; in therapeutic doses, however, it is a cardiac 
stimulant or tonic. We do not know that any of our readers 
have ever witnessed the lamentable spectacle presented by a 
patient suffering with heart disease, and who has reached the 
stage of functional trouble known as asytolia ; but, if so, he 
or they will never have forgotten the scene. The unfortunate, 
no longer able to maintain a horizontal position in bed, is 
seated in an arm-chair, supported by piles of cushions, and, 
panting, with short and jerky respirations, is trying to inhale 
the air into his congested lungs. His lips are livid, his face 
blanched, his lineaments haggard and aistorted; his lower 
limbs are puffed up with oedema, and functional disorders are 
in control of every organ. Sanguification, the aeration of the 
blood, no longer proceeds, the renal secretion is at a mini- 
mum, and anguish is supreme. 

To such an one (of course, before the troubles of circulation 
have reached their culmination) strophanthus gives certain 
and lasting relief. Things change after the very first dose ; 
the urinary secretion begins to reach a normal amount, and in 
a few days the relief is very marked. The observation de- 
tailed in the published memoirs of Dr. Bucquoy give striking 
proof of this. 

We do not desire to dwell upon the purely medical domain 
of this subject, and a very few e^iamples will be sufficient to 
show the results of these investigations. 

The most constant and marked effect of strophanthus, says 
the learned physician of I'Hdtel Dieu, is the increase of the 
urine. Reduced by the disease to 400 grams (12 ounces), 
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under the remedy it increases to 2, 3, or even 4 litres (4, 6, or 
8 pints) per diem. This active diuresis is maintained for a 
long time. While the renal secretion is regaining its normal 
status, and even exceeding it, the pulse is diminishing in 
frequency, and becoming stronger and more regular. 

The curves in a chart which Dr. Bucquoy has kindly 
famished us, and given herewith, are from this point of view 
entrely typical. At the outset of the treatment with strophan- 
thus (exhioited as a dry extract) the amount of urine is scarcely 
1.5 liters (3 pints) and the pulse sixty-eight. On the fourth 
day the urine reaches 3.5 liters, ana the pulse has fallen to 
sixty. The dose is increased, and the urine exceeds on the 
ninth day 4 liters, and the pulse has fallen to fifty-two ; the 
medicine is stopped, and the two curves immediately follow 
an inverse progress. 
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Fig. 40. Chart showing the Curves of Urination and Pulse under Administration of 

Strophanthus. (Clinic of Dr. Bucquoy.) 

If sphygmographic tracings of the pulse of an invalid of 
this description, taken before and after the administration of 
strophanthus, be compared, it is difficult to believe that they 
are from the same patient at an interval of only a few days. 
In the first case the pulse is irregular and depressed ; in the 
second it becomes regular, the tension rises, and the heat 
regains its normal amplitude. The above diagram, however, 
says more than anv written explanation, and tranlates the 
efiects of the remedy in the most convincing manner. 

In his 100 cases, Dr. Bucquoy frequently obtained rapid 
amelioration, and this too in very different forms of cardiac 
affections. Is it then an infallible panacea? Far from it. 
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There are cases, rare it is trae, in which the remedy fails, with- 
out it bmkg pomit^ %» asot^ the trae reason therefor. It will 
be said that digitalis gives results equally rapid and wonderful, 
and that, when the invalid is not in the last stages of asystolia, 
it too causes the pulpe to rise and the urine to increase. Very 
true ; but no one is offering strophanthus as a remedy to sup- 
plant digitalis, which is and will always remain the remedy 
par excellence in heart diseases. It is, however, a remedy 
which possesses properties analogous to those of digitalis, 
which appears to succeed in cases where digitalis fails, and 
possesses the inestimable advantages of being better tolerated, 
and of not producing those cumulative effects which so fre- 
quently necessitate the discontinuance of digitalis. As a con- 
sequence, it is indicated in every instance where there is a 
question of a feeble heart which operates badly. Therefore, 
in addition to cardiac affections proper, it has proven effective 
in typhoid, angina pectoris, etc. 

Finally, it is sufficient to say that strophanthus is destined 
to a foremost rank in the pharmacopoeia, and that it is not a 
medicine which has no virtues other than those so frequently 
accorded by unprincipled advertising. 

PATHOLOGICAL AND PHYSIOLOGICAL NOTES. 

Dermatitis of Eyelids due to Arnica. — We have had occa- 
sion to call attention to the fact that tincture of arnica, far from 
being the soothing agent it is looked upon, is often a violent 
irritent. Dr. J. M. Crawford recently reported to the Atlanta 
Society of Medicine (^Atlanta Medical ana Surgical Journal) a 
case of a man of 50, who, while drinking, fell and injured his 
face and eyelids, breaking the skin. He applied the tincture 
of arnica for a half hour. Two days later the lids were so 
thickened that the eyeballs could not be viewed. Two days 
after, sloughing of tbe whole integument, from e^e-brows to 
tarsal cartilages of both lids took place; and, m one eye, 
there was extensive effusion and detachment of the retina. 

Anaemia. — An analysis of one hundred cases of anaemia 
has been made by Dr. Henry Conkling {Brooklyn Medical 
Journal), He assumes that ansemia is a special disease, and 
that there is a wide difference between anaemia the disease 
and the so-called anaemic state. From the analysis he has 
made he draws the following conclusions : 1^. Anaemia is a 
special disease. 2^. It is nervous in origin, blood poisoning 
resulting. 3®, It occurs most frequently in young unmarried 
females. 4®. It is more severe when present in males. 6®. 
The majority of the patients are without grave antecedent 
disease. 6°. When treated it lasts from six weeks to six 
months. 7^. It is not succeeded by acute or chronic diseases. 
8®. Under certain conditions it may develop abnormal 
structural tissue change. 9^. It responds well to treatment. 
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Anomaly of Kidney.— Dr. A. Lamarcbe reports in V Union 
Midicale . du Canada finding in a female cadaver a single kid^ 
ney lying transversely over the spinal column between the 
fourth and fifth dorsal vertebrae. The inferior convex border 
of the viscus corresponded to the sacro-lumbar articulation. 
Its transverse diameter was 5} inches ; its greatest width, on 
the right side, 3 inches ; its least, on the lelt, 2 inches; about 
a half-inch in thickness, and weighing 3} ounces. The fact 
of its immersion in alcohol for two months must not be for- 
gotten. This viscus had a normal form (bean-shaped). At 
its inferior border, two inches from the left extremity, a 
notch, three lines in depth, was found, and on the edge of the 
right extremity another notch, of two lines> existed. The 
superior border, presented one similar to this at a distance of 
one inch from the right extremity. There were three arteries 
and two veins, also two ureters. The author regards this as 
distinct from the horse-shoe kidney, and as an example of a 
single kidney. No pathological lesions were apparent. 

Acute Pancreatitis. — Dr. Reginald H. Fitz lately deliv- 
ered a very interesting lecture upon the above subject, and 
his conclusions are as follows, he believing that the evidence 
he has presented is intended to establish the fact that : Acute 
inflammation of the pancreas is both a well- characterized 
disease, and one which is much more frequent than is gener- 
ally thought. It is of great consequence that it should be 
recognized, for the following reasons. It represents a serious 
complication of what, by itself, is a relatively simple affec- 
tion, viz., gastroduodenitis. It is an important cause of peri- 
tonitis, and one readily overlooked. It has been repeatedly 
confounded with acute, intestinal obstruction, and has thus 
led, in several instances, to an ineffective laparatomy ; an 
operation which, in the early stages of this disease, is 
extremely hazardous. 

« 

Assimilation of Milk-sugar. — MM. Tr^sier and Bour- 
quelot presented to the Soci6t^ de Biologic, seance of February 
23, the result of their researches on the assimilation of sugar 
of milk or lactose. They state, in sum, that the substance is 
not directly assimilable, but becomes so indirectly, or by de- 
composition. Injected intravenously, after the method of 
Mialhe and Claude Bernard, it was found in the urine as 
glucose. To study the question a diabetic patient was given 
during four days nothing in the shape of food but milk sugar, 
during which period 550 grams (18 ounces) of the substcmce 
was ingested. The urine during the entire period was 
quantitatively examined from time to time, and at the close of 
the experiment it was found that the glucose in excess of that 
which had been in the urine prior to making the- experiment 
was exactly the amount which would result from the decom- 
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position of the ingested milk-sugar. There was not a trace of 
galactose. This result would seem to indicate that glucose is 
the chemical form under which the hydrocarbons finally ap- 

Sear, after their utilization in the animal economy. In the 
ebate which followed this communication M. Dastre stated 
that in 1878 he had conducted a similar series of experiments. 
After having determined that lactose was not assimilable the 
thought occurred to him that the substance might be decom- 
posed by the agency of intestinal fluids. This, however, was 
contrary to all experience, since chemists bad hitherto been 
unable to discover any invertive action in the intestinal 
juices. He therefore fell back on the hypothesis of the pos- 
sible role of microbes and ferments. By injecting sugar of 
milk intravenously he had produced polyuria with a notable 
increase of sugar in the urine. With feeble doses, however, 
this effect was not produced. M. Richet confirmed these ex- 
periments. 

Poison Glands in Pishes. — M. Bottard states in a note pre- 
sented in his name to the Soci6t6 de Biologie by M. Quinquaud. 
that hitherto but few fish were known to possess venom 
glands, and these were rare species. Bottard claims, however, 
to have found that so far from from being rare, these glands 
exist in a very large proportion of all piscid®. They are found 
at the base of the fins, either the dorsal or caudal. The canal 
is situated sometimes in the interior of the radii or in the 
lateral grooves of the same. In some cases they are situated 
at the base of the palatine teeth, as in murena. [These facts 
are of interest in the treatment of wounds made by the fins of 
some of our domestic fish— those of the ordinary cat-fish for 
instance — which have long been recognized as envenomed, but 
the true nature of the poison of which has not hitherto been 
recognized. Such wounds are always very painful, are accom- 
panied by a great deal of inflammation and suppuration and 
heal but slowly. The causes of these pathological phenomena 
were hitherto ascribed partly to the fact that the radii of the 
fins are barbed and hence tear and lacerate the structures, and 
partly to the irritating nature of the slimy mucous matter that 
envelopes the fish. P. L. J.] 

OBSTETRICS AND DISEASES OF WOMEN. 

Effects of Obesity on the Genital Punctions. — Poly- 
sarcia brings on, according to Dr. Fournel (Gazette dea HSpi- 
taux), sterility through the medium of the languor of the 
ovarian functions ; abortion, through asphyxiation of the foe- 
tus ; contractions produced by an excess of carbonic acid ; 
utero-placental hsemorrhages consequent upon obesity of the 
heart; labor is rendered difficult by opposing to a feeble im- 
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pulse an exaggerated resistence ; it is rendered dangerous, 
as it may produce hernias, even death, if the heart is fatty. 
Finally, it is an obstacle to nursing. 

A Rare Case of Midwifery. — The case was a foot pres- 
entation when seen by Mr. Pedro L. de Montbrun {London 
Lancet). A loop of the cord, cold and flaccid, also presented. 
Labor progressed satisfactorily until the body, as far as the 
umbilicus, was born. Then it became necessarjr to bring 
down the arms, which were extended above the child's head. 
A delay in the birth of the head occurred next, it being due 
to the fact that the chin was extended and hitching against 
the pubes. After the failure of several manoeuvres, the left 
hand was introduced along the concavity of the sacrum, and 
the occiput being grasped, its delivery was assisted by trac- 
tion in a downward and forward direction. The occiput swept 
over the perineum and was born first, and the face quickly 
followed. The placenta was expelled immediately after- 
wards. The uterus contracted firmly and all went well with 
the patient. The case is classified by the reporter as one of 
placenta prsevia with pelvic presentation. 

Maggots in the Uterus. — Dr. J. F. Haines reports the 
following interesting case in the London Lancet : Somemonths 
ago I was called to see Mrs. P — , who stated that she had had 
'* a miscarriage " three days previously, and was now suf- 
fering from considerable pain. There was an intensely fetid 
discharge, and, on making an examination, I was surprised 
to discover a number of maggots in the vagina. I injected a 
solution of carbolic acid, which, however, had but little effect, 
only a few maggots coming away with the return of the fluid. 
I then used as an injection a solution of perchloride of mer- 
cury, which killed and brought away a very large quantity of 
them. The patient now expressed herself as considerably 
relieved, and, there being no urgent symptoms, I prescribed 
a mixture containing tincture of opium and liquid extract of 
ergot. Next day I repeated the injection of the perchloride, 
and on the following day a mass about the size of a small 
orange was expelled, which was riddled with holes, and con- 
tained a number of dead maggots. I was unable to satisfy 
myself as to whether it contained any foetal structure or not. 
After this the patient steadily improved, and made a good 
recovery. 

Hernia of Parturient Uterus. — Dr. Chas. E. Hagner re- 
ported a curious case to the Medical Society of the District of 
Columbia not long since (Journal of the American Medical Asso- 
ciation). After delivering a woman of her second child in 
1886, he found (three months later) an umbilical intestina 
hernia about the size of an egg. This could be readily re 
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dneed. An abdominal trusa was worn which retained it per* 
CacUy. On Feb. 8, 1888, he was called upon to attend a third 
labor in the same pati^it. The labor was progressing nor- 
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Fig. 42. 
Hernia of Parturient Uterus. 



mally and the abdomen had the appearance shown in Fig. 41. 
An hour and a half later the abdominal tumor had changed in 




Fig. 43. Hernia of Pregnant Uterus. 

8|hape presenting the appearance shown in Fig. 42. The skin 
was so much stretched that it seemed as thin as tissue paper. 
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The child whose head was in the vagina was extracted with 
the forceps, the placenta removed and the uterus replaced 
through the opening in the walls of the abdomen. A suitable 
bandage was applied, and the woman made a good recovery. 
At the same meeting Dr. Fry stated that he had been 
called to see a multipara in the sixth month of her fifth or 
sixth pregnancy, for a tumor in the abdominal wall. The 
tumor nad existed in previous labors but she experienced no 
difficulty from it. Examining it, he found that the pregnant 
uterus protruded through an apparent separation of the linea 
alba. The diagnosis was not difficult. The tumor was pear- 
shaped, with its apex pointing downward. There was an 
osdematous swelling of the abdominal wall so that it hung 
down over the vulva like a bag. Fig. 43 illustrates the ap- 
pearance of the tumor. 

Manganese Compounds in Certain Forms of Dys- 
menorrhcca. — Dr. Charles O'Donovan, jr., recently read a 
paper on this subject before the Clinical Society of Maryland 
(Maryland Medical Journal) ^ in which he related several 
typical cases of different classes. He drew the following con- 
clusions : V, The manganese compounds are valuable addi- 
tions to the therapeutics of dysmenorrhoea, from which, in a 
certain number of properly selected cases, great benefit may 
be expected. 2^. This use does not interfere in any manner 
whatever with the administration of iron or the vegetable 
tonics, but rather aids, and is aided by them. 3. The best 
results from the use of these remedies may not be obtained at 
once, and failure should not be confessed until after a con- 
tinuous trial, lasting for three months. 4. So far as we know 
at present, the black oxide of manganese is the most con- 
venient form under which to administer this drug. 

SURGERY. 

A Button-Hook in the Intestines. — The literature of 
foreign bodies in the various cavities of the body is one which 
is added to daily. Pins, coins, etc., have been repeatedly 
swallowed. Knives, forks, spoons and other domestic uten- 
sils have found their way to the stomach, but we do not re- 
member having read of a case similar to the one recorded by 
Mr. A. B. Kelley in the London Lancet, A woman swallowed 
a steel bone-handled button-hook, three and a half inches in 
length while picking her teeth with the point of the hook. 
Appropriate treatment was given, but it was not until three 
weeks later that it was passed, a brownish black discoloration 
appearing over its entire surface. 

Aspiration of the Pleural Cavity. — Dr. T. K. Perry in 
a paper upon this subject, with cases, summarizes his views 
in four conclusions, which are given as follows, {Albany Medi^ 
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cal Annals) : 1° Thai affections of the pleural membranes 
are comparatiyely frequent, a fair proportion showing effusion 
as one of the results. 2^ The recognition of these disturb- 
ances is not so easy as might be supposed, and particularly as 
regards the presence of fluid, as is instanced probably in th e 
experience of most of us , and it should teach us to be rigidly 
exact in our examinations and particularly careful in our con- 
clusions when dealing, with troubles pointing in this direction. 
3^ When it is evident that fluid is present in any appreciable 
quantity, evacuation of same should be immediate as possible, 
that valuable time might not be lost in the use of counter- 
irritants, diuretics and alteratives. 4® When the character of 
the fluid has changed after one or more aspirations, or is pur- 
ulent from the first, there can, of course, be but one recourse 
— thorough and complete drainage. 

Collapse from Rectal Injection. — The following case re- 
ported by Dr. C. F. Durand in the Buffalo Medical and Suroi- 
cal Journal is interesting and rare : A boy thirteen years old, 
of a nervous and excitable disposition, and who suffered from 
incompetency of the mitral valves was treated for pin-worms. 
He was seen about 8 p. m. and given as an enema about one 
pint of a solution of carbolic acid (1 in 60). After the enema 
he complained of dizziness, and almost immediately went 
out to the closet. About ten minutes afterwards he was heard 
moaning outside, and when carried into his room presented 
all the appearances of collapse. He was unconscious ; pulse, 
140; respiration very feeble and extremities cold. Stimulants 
were given and his arms and legs rubbed with whisky, and 
warmth applied. Under treatment his condition gradually 
improved, but it was 3 a. m. before he showed any signs of re- 
turning consciousness. He was able to be up next morning, 
and on the following day was sufficiently recovered to go to 
school, but it was several days before he returned to his usual 
state of health. The reporter of this case looked upon it as 
due to reflex action from the. irritation of Meissner's plexus. 

Cosmetic Surgery of the Nose. — M. Daniel MoUicre, 
chief surgeon of the Lyons H6tel Dieu, has lately contributed 
a study on this subject to the Lyon Medical. After the consid- 
eration of a number of special operations, such as are employed 
in rhinophyma, removal of portions of the nose, etc., he con- 
cludes by calling attention to the fact that if it is desirable to 
avoid extensive rhinoplasties, the surgeon should not forget 
that the nose is a prism, decomposable into pyramids. If it 
is desirable to preserve the form of the nose, after traumatisms, 
pay attention to the septum, support it, but do not introduce 
anything into the nose, as it will not tolerate anything. If it 
is necessary to change the form of this organ, let the surgical 
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interference be directed to the septum. It should, however, 
not be forgotten that one of the best and least irritating means 
to employ is the plaster bandage. 



3oofe Hepteirs. 



Intestinal Surgery. By N. Ssnn, M. D., Ph. D.» attending 
Surgeon Milwaukee Hospital ; Professor Principles ot 
Surgery and Surgical Pathology Rush Medical College, 
Chicago, Ills. [Chicago : W. T. Keener, 1889. vii., 269. 

These contributions to some of the most important practical 
subjects concerning the surgery of the abdomen are so well 
known to surgeons and they have established for their author 
so prominent a place among the progressive workers that 
their extensive review is not necessary. 

Their scope is limited to the treatment of intestinal ob- 
struction and injuries of the gastro-intestinal canal, and Dr. 
Senn gives his readers the benefit of a thorough r6sum^ of the 
literature on these topics, to which is added the result of his 
own original experimental work, and in this repect the volume 
is unequalled. We wish, however, that the author had seen 
fit to add conspicuous chapters on the indications for the 
various procedures. This would have made the work more 
complete and would have adapted it better to the wants of the 
practitioners of abdominal surgery. 

Our knowledge of the clinical phenomena attendant upon 
intestinal obstruction, for example, is not abreast of the 
manual dexterity and operative skill of surgeons to correct 
abnormalities after they are seen in the open peritoneal cavity, 
and when so much stress is laid upon what should and can be 
done, and with what boldness we may proceed in our 
mechanical therapeutics, there is danger that the treatment 
will precede the diagnosis and that we will forget that the re- 
moval of the mechanical obstacles does not by any means re- 
move the danger from our patients, as has has been so 
earnestly suggested of late by v. Wahl. 

We know from personal observation that Dr. Senn's work 
in experimental abdominal surgery has already given a 
mighty impetus to surgeons and will bear its fruit, both to his 
credit and for the benefit of mankind. 

The publication of these essays in book form has gratified 
the often expressed wish of many, who for the purpose of re- 
peating his interesting experiments wished the results of his 
labors in a handy form for their guidance. 
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May we not indulge the hope that a future edition will be 
more profusely illustrated ? 

The book will soon be in the hands of every surgeon. 

LUTZ. 



Ctterarg Hotes* 



The Peoria Medical Monthly was delayed last month by 
the illness of the editor, Dr. Thos. M. Mcllvaine. We are 
pleased to state that the doctor is once more able to be up and 
about* 

The Minnesota Medical Journal has enlarged the size 
of its page and will hereafter be known as TJ^ NorthweaUm 
Medical Journal. The editor states that ^' with the broaden- 
ing of the field of labor the magazine will be proportionately 
enlarged." 

The Atlanta Medical and Surgical Journal has secured 
the services of Dr. Virgil O. Hardon, who will henceforth as- 
sume the active editorial management. Drs. W. F. West- 
moreland and H. V. M. Miller will still retain their connec- 
tion with the editorial department. 

Lehn and Fink's Notes on New Remedies is a monthly 
journal of eight pages issued at the nominal price of fifty cents 
per year. To any of our subscribers requesting it, it will be 
sent free. This little journal is one which aims to keep the phy- 
sician posted upon the latest remedies, and contains, besides 
descriptions, reports upon their therapeutic action. To secure 
copies address the publishers at 128 William Street, New 
York. 

A Standard Page for Reprints. — Charles Everett Warren 
alls attention to the feici (^Boston Medical and Surgical JoumalY 
that reprints, catalogues and other printed matter which it is 
often desirable to preserve are issued in such irregular or ec- 
centric forms that it is a matter of impossibility to form a col- 
lection having a good appearance. His suggestion, which is a 
very good one, is that a uniform standard be adopted, wereby 
all folio, quarto, octavo, duodecimo, etc., pamphlets will have 
the same size. In this manner neatly bound copies can be 
made. We heartily endorse the scheme, as we have been 
much inconvenienced by the present irregular method. 
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Books Received. — The following books have been re- 
ceived during the month and will be noticed in due order: 
Essentials of Physics and Chemistry, by C, W. Cutler, M. D. 
(G. B. Putnam's Sons, New York) ; Lectures on Nervous 
Diseases, by A. L. Ranney, M. D. (P. A. Davis, Philadelphia) ; 
Mediastinal Disease, Fothergillian Essay, by H. A. Hare, M. 
D. (Blakiston, Son & Co., Philadelphia); Electricity in the 
Diseases of Women, by C. B. Massey, M. D. (F. A. Davis, 
Philadelphia). 

Cyclopaedia of Diseases of Children. — Messrs. J. P. 
Lippincott Company announce to the profession the publica- 
tion of a '* Cyclopaedia of the Diseases of Children," medical 
and surgical, by American, British, and Canadian authors, 
edited by John M. Keating, M. D., in four imperial octavo 
volumes, to be sold by subscription only. The first volume 
will be issued early in April, and the subsequent volumes at 
short intervals. A thorough knowledge of the diseases of 
children is a matter of the greatest importance to most phy- 
sicians, and as this is the only work of the kind that has 
been published in English, and' judging from the list of emi- 
nent names which appear as contributors, it will be invalu. 
able as a text-book and work of reference for the busy 
practitioner. 

Pamphlets Received. — The following reprints and 
pamphlets have been received, for which we beg leave to 
return thanks : Note on Rumbold's Method of Treatment of 
Catarrhal Inflammations of the Upper Air Passages, by Ely 
McClellan, M.D., Reprinted from the Journal of the American 
Medical Aasociationj Jan. 5, 1889.) ; The Medical Jurispru- 
dence of Inebriety, by Joseph Parrieh, M. D. (From the 
Journal of Inebriety ^ January, 1888.) ; Climate and Malaria, 
by Joseph Parrish, M. D. (Reprint from Transactions Ninth 
International Medical Congress.) ; Fibro-Cystic Tumor of the 
Uterus; Unusual Treatment; Cure; by E. J. Beall. M. D. 
(Prom the Medical and Surgical Reporter^ Jan. 5, 1889); Suc- 
cess and Failure of Electrolysis in Urethral Strictures, espe- 
cially Dr. Keyes' Method Reviewed, by Robert Newman, 
M. D. (Reprinted from the Philadelphia Medical Times^ Dec. 
15, 1888.) ; Biennial Message of Richard J. Oglesby, Gov- 
ernor of Illinois, to the Thirty-Sixth General Assembly, Jan. 
9, 1889; Food versus Bacilli in Consumption. (Opus 286). 
An Open letter from Ephraim Cutter, M.D., LL.D. to his son 
John Ashberton Cutter, M.D., B.Sc, with Answer. (Reprint 
from Virginia Medical Monthly^ Dec, 1888.); Sabacute Pro- 
gressive Polymyositis, by George W. Jacoby, M. D. (Re- 
printed from the Journal of Nervous and Mental Disease,) ; 
The Influence of Morbid States or Conditions of the Body in 
Local Diseases, by H. Christopher, M. D. (Reprint from the 
St, Joseph Medical Herald,) 
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inelange* 



The Ensworth Medical College, of St. Joseph, Mo., 
closed its session in March with nine graduates. 

Edinburgh has 1,500 medical students. They are now so 
crowded in the infirmary that there are six students to each 
bed. 

M. Berthelot has been elucted permanent secretary of the 
Academic des Sciences, of Paris, vice M. Pasteur who re- 
signed. 

The Nebraska State Medical Society will hold its next 
annual meeting in Kearney on May 21, A very good attend- 
ance is expected. 

The First German Congress for Dermatology will be 
held this year in the month of June at Prague. Prof. Pick 
will, in all probability, preside* 

The Eighth Congress of the German Surgical Society 
will be held in Berlin from April 24 to 27. Dr. Gurlt, of 
Berlin, is the permanent secretary. 

The French Hospital in London has received a gift of 
one million francs as a legacy from M. Anchois, of Paris. 
No one, connected with the institution, knew him. 

The Nebraska Legislature has at last formulated a bill 
for the establishment of a State Board of Health. Although 
deficient in some respects, it has met with the approval of the 

physicians. 

Mr. Henry C. Lee, of Philadelphia, has offered to give 
$25,000 to the Department of Hygiene of the University of 
Pennsylvania, on condition that an equal amount is raised 
from other sources. 

The Medical Society of the Missouri Valley held its 
meeting at Council Bluffs, Neb., March 21, last. The meetine 
was an excellent one in point of numbers attending it and 
many good papers were presented and read. 

A Case of Dextrocardia is reported in the Occidental 
Medical Times by Dr. J^mes H. Parkinson. The heart is on 
the right side, as nearly as possible in th^ position correspond- 
ing to its normal situation on the left side* 
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An International Congress of Physiology will be held 
at Basle, Switzerland, on Sept. 10, next. Besides physiology, 
the subjects of anatomy, histology, physics, chemistry, ex- 
perimentid pathology ana pharmacology will be embraced. 

Duchenne, perhaps one of the best known French authors, 
and illustrious as a neurologist, is to have a monument 
erected to his memory soon. A fund has been started for this 

fmrpose and there is no doubt that it will meet hearty and 
iberal support. 

The Johns Hopkins Hospital, Baltimore, will be opened 
to the inspection of the public, during the week beginning 
May 6, next. The dispensary for out-patients will be opened 
May 13, and the hospital proper will be ready for the recep- 
tion of patients a few days thereafter. 

The Western Reserve University has hitherto main- 
tained the dispensary of the Medical Departed by means of 
the Hurlbut dispensary fund amounting to $10,000. A wealthy 
philanthropist has promised an endowment of $50,000 which 
will place, the dispensary upon an independent footing. 

The Transactions of the Ninth International Medical 
Congress have not yet been entirely distributed. There 
are yet a number of volumes on hand, belonging to members 
who have omitted to notify the secretary of their change of 
address. On being notified of their present address the 
volumes will be sent by express by Dr. John B. Hamilton, of 
Washington, D. C. 

The Presbyterian Hospital of Philadelphia was lately 

f resented with $60,000 by Mr. John H. Converse of that city, 
t is a strange thing that, In a city as large as St. Louis and 
possessing as many wealthy citizens as it does, not one has 
yet made any gift, of this nature at least, in any sum that 
would attract attention. 

The Lomb Prize Essay, which was to be published by 
the New York Herald, was garbled, mutilated and butchered in 
such a manner and accompanied by such sensational headlines 
that the medical press at large has loudly denounced this un- 
scrupulous conduct. Dr. Irving A. Watson, Secretary of the 
American Public Health Association, has published a circular 
to the public, setting forth the merits of the case. 

The Cincinnati Academy of Medicine elected the fol- 
lowing officers for the ensuing year, at its annual meeting held 
March 4: President, Dr. Wm. Judkins, First Vice-President, 
Dr. G. W. Ryan ; Second Vice-President, Dr. W. S. Christ- 
opher ; Recording Secretary, Dr. G. A. Fackler; Correspond- 
ing Secretary, Dr. Jt. M. Withrow ; Treasurer, Dr. Geo. E. 
Jones; Librarian, Dr. David De Beck. 
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Another Medical College which admits colored Stud- 
ents.— Dr. W. H. Seaman, of Washington, D. C, writes us 
as follows : If the paragraph on page 189^ current number 
of Journal is intended to say there are only two medical col- 
leges for colored students, it is a mistake, as you may see by 
the catalogue of Howard University Med. Dep., which I send 
you, and in which from one-third to one-half are colored 
students. 

Alleged Malpractice. — The Pacific Medical Journal in 
commenting upon a suit which is to be brought against Dr. C. 
N. Eliinwood, professor of physiology in Cooper Medical Col- 
lege (San Francisco), and one of the ablest and most respected 
physicians of California, very justly observes that ** these af- 
lairs come with almost chronic regularity. With every 
change of season an honored physician in some portion of the 
country is dragged into the courts, advertised over the coun- 
try in a libelous and slanderous manner, put to the expense 
of a trial, his practice disorganized, his time squandered, in 
order that some patient whom, in most cases, he has attended 
without receiving or expecting anv remuneration, may have a 
whack at his hard-earned accumulations, the spoils to be de- 
yided with a shyster." 

The Resort of the Well-to-Do. — The Provincial Medical 
Journal is complaining of a state of affairs which is so common 
nowadays that few, if any, pay much attention to it. Our es- 
teemed cotemporary says : The hospital is now the resort of 
the well-to-do. Originally intended for the poor, the hospital 
has degenerated. The poor have to go to the Union Infirmary, 
or the Parish dispensary, their place being usurped by the 
subscribers, who give their three or four shillings a ^ear, at 
mill yards, clubs, etc. Some of our old charities, originally 
endowed for the benefit of the necessitous poor, have been 
seized on by the better-to-do classes. The hospitals are shar- 
ing the same fate. We do not wonder at the outcry raised by 
the profession, or at its poverty. 



Cecal Jnebtcal Vdatkxs. 



Medical College Commencements. — The local medical 
colleges held their annual commencements during the month 
of March and, from expressions of opinion obtained from 
members of the different faculties, the standard of attain- 
ments of the various graduates is the highest which has yet 
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been reached. With improved methods of teaching, large fac- 
ulties and a greater subdivision of the studies^ such a result 
would, as a natural thing, be expected. 

The Missouri Medical College was the first one to hold 
its commencement which took place at Entertainment Hall on 
March 5. There were 82 graduates who received their diplo- 
mas at the hands of the dean. Dr. L. Bremer addressed the 
newly-fledged doctors on behalf of the faculty. 

The St. Louis College of Physicians and Surgeons held 
its annual commencement on the evening of March 8, at Me- 
morial Hall. After conferring the degree of doctor of medi- 
cine upon 54 graduates, and the degree of doctor of dental 
surgery upon six candidates, the dean introduced the vale- 
dictorian of the class. Dr. E. E. Fyke, who acquitted himself 
in a very creditable manner. 

The St. Louis Medical College and Missouri Dental 
College held their commencement jointly at Memorial Hall 
on the evening of March 14. The former graduated 15 candi- 
dates and the latter 19. The address on the part of the faculty 
was made by Dr. J. S. B. Alley ne. 

The Beaumont Hospital Medical College held its com- 
mencement at Memorial Hall, on March 28. The dean con- 
ferred the diploma of doctor of medicine upon 22 gentlemen. 
After this the new graduates were addressed by Dr. A. Alt 
on behalf of the faculty. 

All of these commencements were well attended by select 
and appreciative audiences, and the newly-made doctors were 
all remembered by their friends in the way of floral donations. 

Marriage of Dr. Treutler. — On Thursday, March 14th, 
Dr. O. E. Treutler of this city was married to Miss Amelie 
Summa, the sister of the Drs. Summa, also of this city. Dr. 
Treutler has been connected with the St. Louis College of 
Physicians and Surgeons for some time past as professor of 
chemistry and we are glad to see that his persistent labors in 
this direction have pointed out to him his afGlnity. We are 
sure that all his friends will join us in wishing the young cou- 
ple years of happiness and prosperity, as we Know they fuUv 
deserve both. Long since we wished him '^ health, wealth 
and a good wife" and now that he has two of these requisites 
to happiness and is in the way of rapidlv acquiring the third, 
we can only wish him and Mrs. Treutler a speedy fruition 
of their most cherished wishes. 
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<DrigtnaI Contributions, 

On the Pseudo-Parasitism of Diptera in Man. By Huao 
SuMMA, M. D., Professor of General Pathology and Path- 
ological Anatomy^ 8t. Louis College of Physicians and 
Surgeons. 

II. 

My investigations concerning the pseudo-parasitism of 
diptera in man led me to the conclusion that in the causation 
of myiosis (fly disease) there exist some differences a., as to 
the manner of invasion of the dipterous larvae into the human 
body, and b., as to the occurrence of certain genera of the 
diptera order in the different forms of the disease. In other 
words, basing myself upon what I observed and what I could 
gather from English and German literature, I have made the 
following hypothesis : 

1^. Myiosis vulnerum, narium, aurium, conjunctivsa is al- 
ways caused by different species of the Sarcophaginesd and 
Muscidse, both genera being sometimes comprised under the 
term Creophila — flesh flies (perhaps of the (Estridse also, 
which generally prefer, cattle, horses, sheep and the like). 

2^. Myiosis intestinalis is always caused by various 
species of the genus Anthomyidse\ 



1. I can hardly resist repeatin? the excellent and pregnant description of these 
two genera which Kaechenmeister gives in his great work: **0n Animal and 
Vegetable Parasites of the Haman Body," translated from the second German edi- 
tion by Edw. Lancaster. Vol. II., p. 9617. London, 1857. He says : 

265 
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3^. The cause of this strange distribution is based on a 
biological fact. Whilst the members of the Sarcophagitiesd 
and MuscidsB, which '' lay their larvsd on every animal struc- 
ture or nutritive material derived from the animal kingdom 
subject to the laws of decomposition,"^ directly invade natural 
cavities of the human body with badly smelling discharges, 
the different species of Anthomyidse only indirectly enter the 
human body — that is, pass into the digestive canal by means 
of spoiled food.* 

Since the publication of my first article on myiosis, I, of 
course, have continued my researches in medical literature, 
in order to find further proofs of the correctness of my hypo- 
thesis. American medical literature is not very rich concern- 
ing the matter in question. Nevertheless, the few instances, 
reported in American journals, are in full agreement with my 
hypothesis. 

As to myiosis intestinalis, I have found only one case, re- 
ported in the last (posthumous; paper written by the great 
American entomologist Walsh ,^ to whom the specimens were 
sent by a physician from Illinois. Walsh classified the larvae 
as belonging to the genus Anthomyidae. The account of an- 
other case was reported to me in a letter from Dr. B. F. 
Records,' Smithville, Mo. This colleague observed, in the 

CRIOPHIL^— FLB8H FUBi. 

** Corpus compactum, abdomen rotundum, thorax latui, caput trantyerium^ 
squamsB halteribus majores. NonnullsB yiyipars. In Juyentute (itatu laryali) 
parasita." 

ANTHOMYIDJfi— FLOWEB FLIBS. 

" Squamee siye ailerons (alulets) halteribus minores. Autennse retro reposltto 
tertio articulo oblongo. Oculi fere frontales, in maribus propinqniores. Corpus 
longum. Caput hemi-sphsericum. LarvsB 2 unguiculis ad os armatn, in yegetabili- 
bus pntresoentibus yiyentes, sine pedibus." 

2. Kuechenmeister, 1. c. p. 96. All authors on the biology of diptera agree on 
this point The chief point is the bad smell, by which these insects are attracted. 
"It is even said that these insects, deceiyed by the smell of the Arum flower will 
lay their eggs on the pistil." (Confer: Van Beneden, P. I., Animal Parasites and 
Messmates. New York, 1876, p. 122). 

8. Kuechenmeister (1. c p. 96) writes : "It appears only to be possible for these 
animals to reach the human intestine indirectly and indeed by the use of yegetables 
which haye stood for some time, and to which the female Anthomyidn could have 
access. As yegetables of this kind, V. Siebold particularly refers to cabbages. I 
think any farinaceous food which has been kept and which is eaten cold is snl&olent 
for the purpose." 

4. The American Entomologist, an illustrated magazine of popular and 
practical entomology; edited by Chas. V. Riley. Vol. Ill (2 series VoL I) New Yorkv 
1880. 

6. I take this opportunity of thanking Dr. Records for his kind letter. 
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summer of 1886, a case of myiosis intestinalis ex Anthomyia 
cuniculina in a robust middle-aged farm hand. The larvsB 
were expelled by vomiting and in the feces. 

Cases of myiosis narium have been recently reported, as 
the readers of the St. Louis Medical and Surgical Journal 
will well remember, by Dr. A. M. Powell.* There is hardly 
any doubt that the larvse found in the two cases reported be- 
longed either to the genus Sarcophaga or Musca. Another 
case in which the larvae of the blue-bottle fly (Musca vom- 
itoria) have been found, was reported by A. E. Prince,^ Jack- 
sonville, Ills., in the Philadelphia Medical NewSy Oct. 14, 1882. 

The article on the parasitism of insects in man, in Quain's 
Dictionary of Medicine,* has been written by T. L. Cobbold, 
in an almost superficial manner. The author mentions that 
'' the occurrence in the human body of the maggots of various 
species of fly has been frequently noticed (Musca domestica, 
Musca carnaria, Musca sarcophaga,^ M. vomitoria)." He 
states also that numerous cases of the larvae of Anthomyia 
canicularis have been observed; *' several of these have oc- 
curred in the writer's (Cobbold's) practice. *' But we seek in 
vain to find out in what localities these parasites occurred. 

Only one author, Fr. Kuechenmeister, in his above cited , 
work, contains a sentence contradictory to my hypothesis : 
'* The maggots of the flesh-eating flies (viz. Sarcophagineae and 
Muscidae) occurring in the human stomach and intestines, cer- 
tainly get into the alimentary canal by the use of decaying 
cheese, spoiled ham and other cold meats during the latter 
part of the summer and the autumn." Kuechenmeister 
himself gives, not only a single instance to prove this asser- 
tion, but on the contrary, in another place in his work (p. 97) 
he declares that the flesh-eating flies especially prefer the 
orbits and ears, and also every part of the body where there 
is the least abrasion or discharge. 



6. Myasis Narium. By A. M. Powell. M. D., of Collinsyille, 111, St. Louii 

MBDIC1.L ADD SUBGICAL JOURNAL, 1888, Vol. LV., No. 4. 

7. Abstract of this communication to be found in St. Louis Mbdical and 

SUBGIGAL JOUBNAL, 1888, Vol. LV., No. 6. 

8. A Dictionary of Medicine edited by Richard Quain. 7th edition. New York, 
1884. Article: (Estrus, 1057-8. 

0. It is unknown to me that Musca carnaria and Musca sarcophaga are different 
species. To my knowledge they are the same. 
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And, indeed, we may be glad that this is the case. For if 
we take into consideration the great destructions, which the 
larvsB of the flesh-eating flies cause in the nares, for instance, 
if we remember that these larvsB penetrate and devour living 
tissues, we must concede that the occurrence of these maggots 
in the intestinal tract would necessarily lead to a perforation 
of the stomach and intestines, and very probably to perforative 
peritonitis. The reason for this fact that maggots of the flesh- 
eating flies do not pass into the alimentary canal is, that food 
inhabited by these larvse would be refused by man on account 
of its ofiensive smell and taste, whilst decaying vegetables do 
not smell so badly and are generally eaten prepared as salads, 
in which the vinegar used covers smell and taste. 

In short, up to this date, not one single case can be found 
in which the myiosis intestinalis was caused by any other dip- 
terous larva than by species of the Anthomyidse, but that all 
the other iorms of myiosis were produced by various species 
of flesh-flies. 

As being in full accord with my hypothesis, I will quote 
the following two cases of myiosis narium, the description of 
which I promised in my first article : 

Case I. — Myiosis narium e larvis muscse vomitorise (fly- 
disease of the nose caused by the invasion of the larvse of the 
blue-bottle- fly), observed by Henry Summa, M. D. 

The patient, John S., 28 years old, gardener, suffered for 
some time from nasal obstruction, foetor e naribus and occa. 
sional bloody discharge from the nose. About the middle of 
July, 1888, after dinner, the patient lay down under a tree for 
an hour's rest. Some six to seven days afterwards, he began 
to feel an itching sensation high up in his nose, which flnally 
developed into pain. The pain was at flrst confined to the 
nose, then radiated over the forehead, later on over the whole 
head. Suffering, at this time, great pain, the patient became 
aware of worms falling down his nose, three to four at once. 
On the sixth day of his suffering, the patient estimated the 
number of maggots, which had fallen out of his nose, as a few 
hundred. When my brother saw the case, there was fever 
(temperature 102® F., pulse 96), very profuse haemorrhage 
from the nose, and vomiting. To relieve the pain, morphine 
in i gr. doses was given. Irrigation with a 1-2000 solution of 
corrosive sublimate, twice daily, for five days. Some worms. 
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which came out of the nose after the application, died im- 
mediately, while some lived from half an hour to one hour. 
The patient was directed to take some albuminous water (egg- 
water) and raw eggs to avoid any injurious results to the 
stomach from mercurial intoxication. The patient was en- 
tirely freed of the disease on the eighth day. 

The accompanying illustrations (Figs. 44 and 45) represent 
the pupa and the fly developed from it from specimens which 
my brother procured in the following manner: He took one 
of the living maggots which he had extracted and placed into a 
little paper box. Then he fed it with some raw beef. On the 
fifth day, on opening the box, he found the pupa, and on the 
tenth day the fly, illustrated above. 



'*.. 





Figs. 44 and 45. Pupa and Fiy, natural size, a, Pupa; 6, Fly. The 
latter is of a deep steel blue color, and seems to be identical with 
the ordinary Blow-fly. 

The fly belongs to the species Musca vomitoria (blue-bottle 
fly — meat or blow- fly). I regret that my brother did not pre- 
serve one of the larvse. I will refer those who take an interest 
in this matter to the illustrations to be found in Biehm^^ and 
Duncan." 

The larva of the blue-bottle fly (M. v. sen M, crythrocephala 
[Aut. recent.]) is legless and bears two blackish-brown points 
at its abdominal extremity ; it has a very complicated oral 
extremity ; its margin is divided in a radiate form and it has 
six spiracles on the abdomen. In eight days it attains its nor- 
mal size without changing its skin and becomes converted into 
an egg-shaped, dark-brown pupa by mere thickening of the 
skin. From this the fly escapes in a few days. The fertility 
of this fly is so great that Reaumur counted 20,000 maggots in 
an oviduct 2y^^ long.^* 



10. Brehm's Thierleben, Band IX: Taschenberg, Insecten. p. 476. 

11. Duncan, P. Martin: The Transformations of Insects, Philadelphia. On 
page 404 there is an illustration representing the metamorphosis of the flesh-fliei 
(CaUiphora vomitoria and Sarcoph, carnaria). 

12. Confer : Knechenmeister, 1. c. p. 97. 
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Case II. — Myiosis narium e larvis Sarcophag® carnariffi 
(fly disease of the nose caused by the invasion of the larvjd of 
the common flesh-fly.) Personal observation. 

On the 14th of September, 1888, a well-built man H., about 
34 years of age, was brought to my office, complaining of very 
severe headache, insomnia, anorexia and constipation. He 
was hardly able to see with his left eye. His nose and the 
surrounding parts, especially on the left side, were swollen 
and of an erysipelatous appearance. Rhinoscopia anterior 
was impossible on account of the great swelling of the nasal 
mucous membrane. There was such an offensive smell that 
I desisted from further examination. Believing that it was 
a case of erysipelas, I ordered something for external use and 
a mixture of analgesine and morphine internally (against the 
fever and pain), but without any relief to the patient. The 
next day I was called to see the patient at his home. A 
closer examination at the bedside proved the case to be one of 
myiosis narium. On examining the patient's mouth I found 
an ovoid-shaped hole corresponding to the sutura palatina 
and situated partly in the soft, partly in the hard palate. The 
hole was somewhat more than one inch long and about one- 
fourth of an inch broad ; its border, too, of a dark bluish 
color. In the depth of the hole a numberless quantity of 
maggots could be seen and partially removed with a forceps. 
The discharge from the hole and nostrils was not purulent, but 
sero-sanguinolent. The smell was so offensive that I myself 
had to vomit about five times, before I was able to work on 
the patient. 

My orders were : Injections of 5% solution of carbolic 
acid, cooled on ice, to be repeated every half an hour. When 
I saw the patient again on the evening of the same day no 
signs of amelioration could be detected except that the swell- 
ing of the nostrils had somewhat diminished so that maggots 
could be removed from the nostrils and from the mouth. The 
patient's wife had continued during the whole day to remove 
maggots mechanically ; the injections of the carbolic acid 
solution did not influence the maggots at all. I, again, had 
first to vomit pretty often before I had overcome the odor. 
Then I removed at least fifty maggots. To my great regret 
I had to stop the treatment because my nervous system was 
too much affected. Another physician took care of the patient 
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snd aboat fourteen days later 1 saw the latter walking about. 
On questioning him as to his history, 1 was told that the 
patient had suffered from ozcena for a long time, that he went 
fishing and hunting in Illinois in the latter days of August 
and passed a few nights out-doors. Some days afterwards the 
symptoms of the nasal affection became aggravated and caused 
him to seek medical advice. 




Fig. 46. Larva, magnified 6 diameters, seen from veatral side. 



The illustration (Fig. 46) gives a good idea of the larva 
found in this case. Illuetrations ot some portions of the larval 
form more highly magnified are given in Figures 47 and 48. 
Other illustrations of the pupa and the fly may be found on 
page 180 of the "Seventh Annual Report on the Noxious, 
Beneficial and other Insets of the State of Missouri, by Chas. 
V. Riley, State Entomologiat." 




Fig. 47. Headof Larva, magnified 80 diameters. 

IS. JeffanoD City, IB7S. The UlnrtTallon rapreaenta. wcordlng to Rllej. tbr 
UTTB.papa&ndflyoFS&rcaphagaSarTaceniB(RI1e;). Bnt Rllej canfeiiei himielf 
Uutltioeloieljr reiemblei the common SoBh-Qy that it la probaljly only a vat1«t« 
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Let hb now eDdeavor to sketch the clinical history of myi- 
osis. We have, first of all, to distinguish three different 
groups : 

1°. Myiosis Tolnenim. 

2", Myiosis narium, aurium, conjunctive, vagine and 

3". Myiosis intestinalis. 

Whilst the first and second groups agree in their etiology, 




Fig. 48. Tail segment of larva, sbowlng anal vents. 

the second and third groups resemhle each other more in the 
general symptomatology, inasmuch as in both groups there 
are to he distinguished symptoms of a purely local nature and 
symptoms which are reflex. 

1°. Myiosis vulnerum (fly disease of wounds) the so-called 
living wounds. 
8t. Louis, April, 1889. 



Dr. E. L. Keyes has resigned the chair of genito-urinary 
and skin diseases in Bellevue Hospital Medical College. He 
will he succeeded by Dr. Samuel Alexander. 

The Shelby Co. Medical Society of Indiana held its 
first annual meeting at Shelbyville on April 8. The attend- 
ance was large and the members all had an enjoyable time. 

An International Cdngress of Therapeutics and Mate- 
ria Medica will be held at Paris from August 1 to 5. The 
congress will be divided into two sections. The dues will be 
ten francs. An exhibit of drugs will he held during the ses- 
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Typho-Malarial Fever. By Jno. W. Trader, M, D., of 

Sedalia, Mo. 

II. 

Treatment. — ABsuming that we have a case presenting the 
features of typho-malarial fever, we will adopt the plan of for- 
tifying, as much as possible, all weak points and defending or 
attacking those that are the most violently assailed by the on- 
coming malady. 

As before stated, in our somewhat incomplete etiological 
description, we will find the peculiar tongue. The pulse is 
full and bounding, and, at the same time, rather soft with a 
gaseous feel, or what some call a dicrotous pulse — a sensation 
as though the artery rebounded at every beat. 

The patient is dull — but little disposition to talk, and 
would rather be left alone. Notwithstanding we find the 
pulse one hundred and ten, may be one hundred and twenty, 
the temperature may not exceed one hundred and two or one 
hundred and three for the first few days. 

Liver, stomach and spleen somewhat enlarged and tender, 
nausea and vomiting always present and at times very annoy- 
ing and hard to control. A thin pale diarrhoea with flocculent 
particles floating about. Urine scanty and highly colored, at 
times, and again changing, as the disease advances, to light 
amber. Occasionally bilious matter is vomited, but not 
often. 

We will now prescribe for the patient and see him again in 
twelve hours. 

T^ Carbolic acid cryst gr. viij. 

Sqaibb's tinct. opii f 3v. 

Glycerine f^j* 

Aqua menth. pip.y q. 8 ad. 3iv. 

M. 8ig. : Teaspoonful every hour until the stomach settles, 
then give 10 gr. antifebrin every three hours until fever subsides. 

We find upon our return that after the third dose of the 
above mixture the patient ceased to vomit, and has had only 
one action on the bowels. Th.e nurse informs you that after 
the powder was given the patient went into a profuse sweat 
and seemed very much better in every particular. But you 
will find that the disease has simply been surprised, and, as 
amatter of course, had its forces somewhat demoralized, and the 
truce you now have is only a slight and momentary cessation of 
hostilities to enable the enemy to gather together and reform for 
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another and more deadly attack. The pulse is one hundred ; 
skin moist; temperature normal ; patient quiet— as though 
feeling the effects of the opiate. Tongue still dry, red and 
pointed. We conclude that the patient is doing as well as 
could be expected, so we order the medicine continued, as the 
case demands, only giving the drops if he becomes restless, 
and another powder should the fever arise. We will see him 
again in the morning. But now comes the very unpleasant 
experience of every one, I suppose, who ever practiced 
medicine. About one o'clock a. m. the telephone begins to 
ring as though it would '^ tare the house down," and when you, 
shivering in deshabiI16, put the phone to your ear and halloo, 

you are requested to come out to Mr. B just as soon as 

you can. 

You find your patient raving — almost impossible to keep 
him in bed — the friends very much alarmed, and, as a con- 
sequence, of but very little aid to you in this battle. The 
bowels have moved unconsciously, the nose has been bleed- 
ing, and, altogether, you have a very unpleasant state of af- 
fairs. The patient recognizes you and yields to your authority. 
You order the soiled linen removed while you prepare the 
following : 

!9 Brom. potass gr. xxz. 

Sqaibb's Ergot f 3 ss. 

Sqaibb's tinct. opii gr. xv. 

Aqua font 388* 

M. Sig. : To be given at once. 

You now take your seat by the beside and request all the 
members of the family, except the father, to retire. The pa- 
tient tries to get up, but your firmness and authority soon 
quiets him, and in twenty minutes he is asleep and rest- 
ing easy. Let him rest. In about an hour you give him 
half teacupful of beef tea, and, if necessary, a teaspoonful of 
good brandy or whisky, and let this plan of nourishment be 
kept up at regular intervals of one to two hours, and give the 
carbolic acid mixture every hour or two, or often enough to 
quiet all nervous disturbance and control diarrhoea. Give a 
powder of antipyrin every six hours, beginning at two o'clock 
p. M. and ceasing at two a. m. 

Now that all is still, you can have time for a little reflection. 
Suppose that I had followed up the medicine with more 
promptness, after the first abatement of the symptoms, would 
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it not have been better? Most assuredly. Here is where the 
mistake is too often made. 

You must not expect to break up, or cut short, an attack 
of fever of this kind. You must conduct it to a favorable 
termination and not try to cure it too soon. 

Do not give any quinine until the tongue becomes moist 
and broadens out, when extended, and the point lies well 
down towards the chin. 

Localized organic trouble must be watched for and rem- 
edied at the onset. Do not become too dogmatic in your 
treatment and never use the hypodermic syringe in these 
cases. Remove all sources of irritation, as far as possible, and, 
while you must be firm and positive in what you do and say, 
let your conduct, at all times, be tempered with that best of 
all graces, a genuine Christian charity. 



Clinical Keports. 

Treatment of Poerpbral Bcjlampsia. By W. S. D. John- 
son, of La Belle, Missouri. 

Perhaps there is no other condition that produces greater 
surprise to the accoucheur and friends around the parturient 
woman, than to observe her seized with puerperal eclampsia, 
and perhaps few conditions in which there is more malig- 
nancy attending the patient, nor is there anything that is 
more consoling to the attending physician than to have a 
favorable termination of the case. 

I do not want to make a long article on the treatment of 
puerperal eclampsia, but briefly to get at facts as they appear 
to me. 

In 1862 we organized the Lewis County Medical Society, 
meeting every time in Monticello, the county seat, where we 
would report cases and treatment, have clinics and occasion- 
ally surgical operations, for the benefit of our patients and of 
ourselves, and upon one occasion Dr. J. R. Lucas reported 
(April 2l8t, 1879) a case of puerperal eclampsia he success- 
fully treated with large doses of Norwood's tinct. Veratrum 
yiride. (See St. Louis Medical and Surgical Journal of 
1879, pages 401 and 402.) A few months after the report of 
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the above case, Dr. R. C. Risk, of Williamstown, had a case, 
and he had Dr. J. R. Lucas called in consultation with him, 
and after consultation they administered a fluid drachm of 
tinct. veratrum viride, and about half hour afterwards half 
the quantity, with happy results, which was reported to our 
County society at its next meeting; I then and there deter- 
mined^ should I ever have another case of puerperal eclamp- 
sio, to test the efficacy of the tinct. veratrum as a remedy, 
andonthelSth of last November I was called to attend a lady in 
her second confinement, and on my arrival I found her actu- 
ally in labor, the pains were light but increasing; the case 
went on all right for several hours, when they became quite 
expulsive and without any premonitory symptoms of con- 
vulsions, such as cephalalgia or cedema of the feet or face, 
and to my astonishment, she was seized with convulsions of 
the gravest character, which lasted, as I thought, a long time ; 
finally, as soon as I thought she could swallow, I gave a tea- 
spoonful of Norwood's tinct. veratrum viride (had Cognac 
brandy present) and about a half hour later she was delivered 
of a male child, nearly dead, which required all the skill I had 
to resuscitate it. About half an hour after the child was 
born, my patient was. seized with another convulsion of equal 
severity with the first, and after this one had subsided, I gave 
another teaspoonful of the tinct. of veratrum, and I know it 
to be a good article. She had no more convulsions — one 
after the first dose, but none after the second. 

Now, I was determined to set and watch the circulation, 
and should too much sedation appear, to fight it with brandy 
to the hilt, but to my astonishment, the pulse improved 
from a small, frequent and easily compressed, to that of a 
full, large and soft, with 54 to the minute. I watched for ten 
hours, and 54 was the lowest. She made as fine a recovery as 
I could wish, and did not use any brandy — not a drop. 

I am satisfied that there is a peculiar virus generated in 
the system of the pregnant woman, that enters the circulation 
with the blood, and poisons the nervous system to that extent 
that convulsions are the result, and that veratrum is the 
antidote. I have been practicing medicine upwards of forty 
years, during which time I have had but five cases of puerperal 
eclampsia, but never used the veratrum in any of the cases, 
except the last one, Nov. 18th, 1888, and the smallest number 
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of conyulsions either of tiie other cases had was 24 ; one out 
of the five never recovered consciousness after the first 
convulsion, and died at the expiration of the tenth hour. 
Now^ I am confident, had I known the efficacy of the 
tinct. veratrum in the treatment of puerperal eclampsia, and 
could have introduced it into her system, she would havd 
recovered her consciousness, and would have made a good 
recovery. 

Would be pleased if some of the readers of the Journal 
would test the tinct. of veratrum in the treatment of such 
cases^ at first opportunity, and report through the Medical 
AND Surgical Journal. 



A Case op Infantile Tetanus Successfully Treated by 
Large Doses of Chloral Hydrate and Bromide of 
Potassium. By Alexander B. Shaw, M. D., Professor of 
Diseases of the Mind and Nervous System, Beaumont 
Hospital Medical College ; Consulting Neurologist St. 
Louis Insane Asylum, Alexian Brothers Hospital, St. 
Louis Railway Hospital, etc. 

The case to which I desire to attract the attention of the 
society to-night is as follows : A small and rather delicate 
mother was delivered with forceps, applied at the superior 
strait because of uterine inertia in connection with nervous ex- 
haustion, of a child, after exactly one hour and fifteen minutes 
almost continuous application of extractive force. The soft 
parts being in a condition much more resembling those of the 
non-pregnant than the parturient female, was the cause of the 
protracted period, during which instrumentation was neces* 
sary. Possibly more time than was actually needed for the 
delivery of the child was allowed to pass while it was being 
accomplished, but so dense and inelastic were the soft parts 
that extreme danger of laceration suggested the propriety of 
moving slowly. 

The child did not breathe for about four minutes after 
birth, and with but occasional attempts at respirations. Not- 
withstanding the most diligent efforts to establish this func^ 
tion, were made for fully thirty minutes after birth. When at 
last the respiratory function was established, the child seemed 
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to be in a peaceful quiet sleep, it never cried nor attempted to 
cry. While the head was enormously elongated, nothing 
particularly unusual, not even a scratch could be observed 
about it. 

About four hours after delivery the child was put to the 
breast but could not be roused sufficiently to attempt to nurse. 
Eight hours after birth my attention being called to the fact 
that the child would not take the breast, I, on examining it, 
found so firm a closure of the jaws as to prevent the introduc- 
tion of the little finger into the mouth« However, no spas- 
modic movements were noticeable. Being in doubt as to 
whether I had to deal with a case of tetanus, or congenital 
locked jaws, I concluded to wait. Six hours later quite 
marked spasmodic closure of the hands and jaws, with pouting 
of and pursing up of the lips, biueness of the face and sus- 
pended respiration and rolling up of the eyes were of frequent 
occurrence and seemingly produced by the slightest touch. I 
at once began the administration of one grain of chloral hy- 
drate, five grains of bromide of potassium and five minims of 
the tincture of assafoetida by enema every two hours. Swal- 
lowing was impossible ; the child never had swallowed any- 
thing, so far as I know. After five enemas had been admin- 
istered the convulsive attacks diminished in severity, but 
were still very frequent, occurring now about every twenty or 
thirty minutes, and I concluded to repeat the enemas every 
hour and a half, visiting the case every three or four hours, 
at least, to watch effects. To be brief, sixty hours after birth, 
about forty-eight hours after treatment was instituted, and 
about sixty grains of chloral hydrate and probably 150 grains 
of bromide of potassium had been given, fully nine-tenths of 
which was retained, the masseter muscles relaxed, and the 
tetanoid seizures became so slight that the interval between 
doses was lengthened to three hours, at which interval they 
had to be continued for forty-eight hours longer, when the 
tetanoid seizures ceased. About eighteen hours after the 
enemas were discontinued, the nurse succeeded for the first 
time in getting the infant to swallow. During the following 
day and night I do not think it ingested more than one tea- 
spoonful all told. From this time on the child has gradually 
been able to swallow better and better, until now it will take 
as much as two or two and a half tablespoonfuls every two 
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hours. Until the fifteenth day of its life the child never 
opened its eyes except when cold was suddenly applied to its 
surface. It never has made any attempt at crying. It is 
growing nicely. Seems to be perfectly healthy and sleeps 
twenty-three out of each twenty-four hours. 

While there was, as is not uncommon at birth an over- 
lapping of the occipital by the parietal bones, twenty^four 
hours after delivery the bones seemed to have resumed their 
normal relations. The third day of the child's illness there 
was a very slight sinking of the occipital bone, and this de- 
pression continued to increase for fully a week, since which 
time no apparent change has occurred, notwithstanding the 
fact of continued improvement. 

The points of particular interest in this case are : 

1st. Early trismus. 

2d. Child has never cried. 

3d. Child has never ixursed. 

4th. Absence of depression of occipital bone twenty-four 
hours after birth. 

5th. The tolerance to such enormous quantities of chloral 
hydrate and bromide potassium at such an early hour after 
birth and for so long a period. 

6th. The fact that no nourishment was given, unless the 
mucilage of acacia in which the chloral and bromides were 
administered could be called nourishment for fully four days 
after birth. 



Meetings of State Medical Associations. — The follow- 
ing held their annual meetings during the month of April : 
Mississippi State Medical Association, at Jackson, April 17 ; 
Alabama State Medical Association, at Mobile, April 9 ; Geor- 
gia State Medical Association, at Macon, April 17 ; Texas 
State Medical Society, at San Antonio, April 23 ; South Caro- 
lina State Medical Association, at Charleston, April 24. 

The following will meet during the month of May: Michi- 
gan State Medical Association, at Kalamazoo, May 9 ; Indiana 
State Medical Association, May 1; Illinois State Medical As- 
sociation, at Jacksonville, May 21 ; Ohio State Medical Asso- 
ciation, at Youngstown, May 22; Missouri State Medical As- 
sociation, at Springfield, May 21. 
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Three Cases of Pneumonia,with Peritoneal Complications. 
By J. L. Matthews, M. D., of Carthage^ Mo. 

I was called at 3 p. m., to see a little girl about 8 years of 
age, who had been taken with a chill, that morning while at 
Sunday school. I found her with high fever, a hot, dry skin, 
hurried respiration, rapid pulse, cough and an expiratory 
moan. 

The physical signs at this time were negative. I was well 
satisfied, however, that the child had pneumonia, and so 
informed the family. The next day I was able to detect dull- 
ness in lower lobe of right lung with crepitant r&les. She 
also expectorated the characteristic rusta colored sputa. 

I was summoned to see her at 4 a. m. on the morning of 
the third day after her attack. For some three hours she 
had been suffering with an intense pain, which she referred 
to the abdomen. Upon seeing her, J. noticed that, in addition 
to her other symptoms, she was very restless, crying out at 
every breath ; and it was with difficulty she could be kept 
upon her bed. At first I supposed a pleuritis had super- 
vened, and being an unusually bright child, I tried to make her 
locate the pain in the chest. She persisted that the pain was 
lower down. Upon examination I found the abdomen was 
somewhat distended, and exceedingly hard and tender. I 
had, upon first seeing her, given a mercurial purge to open 
her bowels. Now I concluded to relieve the tympanitis by an 
enema of glycerine, and quiet her, and relieve the pain by 
the use of opiates. The enema produced a prompt action of 
the bowels, with some discharge of flatus. I gave her ten 
drop doses of tinct. opii every two hours until pain was 
relieved and the pupils contracted. Of course, I did not suc- 
ceed in slowing the respiration. 

For two days the abdomen remained somewhat hard, 
tender and swollen. During this time she always referred 
the pain to region of abdomen and not the chest. After the 
third day, the bowels became softer and less tender, the pain 
gradually disappeared and I was able to diminish and finally 
stop the opiate. The pneumonia^ however, ran on its regular 
course, and about the tenth day the disease terminated, and 
recovery soon followed. 
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Not long after I ceased visiting this c^tse, I was called 
about 7 p. H. to see another little girl about 10 years of age. 
She had been complaining a little for several days, but had 
insisted on attending school. In the afternoon she came 
home with a chill. 

Only a few hours later, I saw her ; I found high fever, 
rapid breathing, pain in chest, cough, with a moan at every 
respiration. Her condition indicated plainly an attack of 
pneumonia, which fact I at once communicated to the parents. 

I saw her next morning and found that she had rested badly 
during the night. The pain and oppression in chest, cough, 
hurried respiration, were all present, but aggravated. On the 
evening of the 2nd day I could hear the r&les and locate the 
seat of the inflammation, by the dullness upon percussion, 
which was in the lower lobe of right lung. She also had 
begun to expectorate bloody mucus, which by the third day 
was quite profuse. All her symptoms were well masked and 
this condition continued until the sixth day. At this time, 
the temperature became a little less ; her respiration, which 
had been all the time extremely rapid, became a little less 
frequent ; the pain in chest less troublesome and the expira- 
tory moan not so audible. I had been anxious about the 
case, but now felt that my patient might get well. 

The sixth day passed without anything special to note, 
but on the night of the sixth a severe diarrhoea came on early 
in the evening, and at 4 o'clock a. m., having been called, I 
found she had had ten movements from her bowels. These 
had not been large nor attended with any great pain. Her 
discharges had the appearance of those from an ordinary 
diarrhoaa, the result of a catarrhal condition of the bowels. 
The pulse, as a consequence, was quicker, more rapid, but 
her breathing and temperature remained about the same. By 

II A. M. her bowels were controlled, and during the remainder 
of the day, my patient, I thought, was none the worse for 
the diarrhoea. During her sickness, her bowels had remained 
soft, and not swollen or tender. 

On the night of the seventh day she was taken with very 
severe pain in abdomen. Upon being called, I found the ab- 
domen a little tympanitic, hard, and upon pressure, very 
tender. The pain was so severe that I at once commenced 
the use of opiates and fomentations to relieve her. Her pulse 
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became more frequent, her respiration more harried, and 
cough more distressing, as the bowels became more distended* 
The eighth and ninth dietys followed with a gradual increase 
of all her symptoms. At the end of the ninth day her 
abdomen was greatly sWoUen and her stomach became very 
irritable. ' 

Tenth day there was an aggravation of all her symptoms, 
and she commenced vomiting fecal matter. On the eleventh 
day the vomiting ceased. The abdomen was enormously dis- 
tended. During all this time her circulation remained good; 
pulse, while quick and rapid, did not flag or intermit. Sec-^ 
ond heart sound always heard. Her bowels had not moved 
since the seventh day. 

On the 12th day she had two large, thin discharges fi'om 
her bowels, but the abdominal distension did not become 
lessened. On the night of the 12th she became very much 
weaker. Her mind wandered, which up to this time had 
been clear. Her finger nails, by morning, became a little 
blue. During the day of the 13th she sank rapidly and died 
about 11 o'clock p. m. 

About six weeks later a bright little boy of seven years of 
age, in the night, took a chill, followed by cough, rapid 
breathing and fever. These symptoms continued, and on 
the second day of his sickness he complained of pain in his 
bowels. On the third day his abdominal pain was less but 
the pneumonia symptoms were worse. On the fourth day of 
his sickness his father, a physician, thought he was doing 
well, until late in the afternoon, when he cpmmenced to 
complain greatly of pain in his abdomen. That night I was 
called. Found him sufiering intensely with pain referred to 
his abdomen. Upon examination, I found this was distended, 
hard, and tender upon pressure. He had a severe cough, 
hurried breathing, light fever, with some delirium. His 
right lower lobe of lung was dull, and r^les could be dis- 
tinctly heard. Opium and fomentations were used during 
the night, but his sufiering was intense, and he only became 
partially quiet late the next morning, but in other respects 
was worse. By noon of that day his pulse was so small and 
frequent that it could hardly be recognized. At six p. m. he 
was pulseless, and at 6:45 he died. 
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All these were well marked cases of pneumonia. But 
bow about tbe complications? In comparing tbese with 
others treated during the winter, I am of tbe opinion that if 
tbe complications had not occurred, all three of the cases 
would have recovered. 

Tbe first case recovered, but it was owing to the fact that 
the abdominal complication did not become fully developed. 

The other two died, for the reason that the patient, in one 
instance, could not carry tbe burden of two diseases, running 
their regular course at tbe same time ; and in the other, death 
resulted from the shock attending the onset of the disease 
complicating the pneumonia. 

It may be proper to inquire, what were the complications 
in these three cases ? 

Granting that these children had pneumonia and that this 
was the disease which was manifested in each case, what 
complication ought we to expect, if such existed ? 

Ordinarily, a pleuritis, a bronchitis, or pericarditis is found 
in the chest. An abdominal complication in pneumonia is 
very rare. We may have a functional, possibly an organic 
disease of liver, showing among other symptoms a jaundiced 
condition occurring in pneumonia. A gastro-intestinal 
catarrh is also sometimes spoken of as a complication of pneu- 
monia. Were such complications present in these cases ? 

Unless I have been faulty in my observations, and in in- 
terpreting all the symptoms, showing a complication in these 
cases, it is true beyond a doubt that in tbe first case a peri- 
tonitis was threatened. In the other two cases, this disease, 
without a doubt, existed as a complication. It will be said, 
however, in the first place, it is extremely doubtful if peri- 
tonitis ever occurs ae an idiopathic disease ; and again, no 
author of any respectability can be found, who has taught 
that peritonitis is ever witnessed as a complication in pneu- 
monia. 

Granting all this, I feel certain that a peritoneal complica- 
tion did occur in the cases just reported, and it is because 
such a complication is so seldom seen that I am induced to 
bring these to notice. 

Charcot says that in clinical medicine it is sometimes 
necessary to go beyond the limits traced in your classical 
authors. 
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THE FIRST NUMBER OF THE ST. LOUIS MEDICAL AND 

SURGICAL JOURNAL. 

Mr. Lang, the well-known book and news dealer on Olive 
between Seventh and Eighth Sts., has a bound volume of the 
Catholic Cabinet and Chronicle of^Religious Intelligence for 184S. 
Jn the June number of the Cabinet of that year we find the 
following among the notices of new publications : 

''The St. Louis Medical and Surgical Journal, Nos. 1 
and 2 (April and May). Edited by Prof. Linton, of the 
Medical Department of the St. Louis University. Published 
by Dinnies and Radford. Monthly ; $2.00 per annum. We 
understand that this is the first medical journal published 
west of the Mississippi. It is devoted to the medical and 
surgical reports of the St. Louis Hospital, interesting cases 
in private practice, original essays, concise reviews of new 
medical works, and selections from medical journals, and is 
published under the belief that it will contribute to the 
advancement of science and humanity. Among the con- 
tributors we notice the names of the editor, Professors Hall 
and Prother, and Doctors Fourgeaud, Brown, Reyburn, H. 
Lane, Andrew and Hocken, 

The Cabinet then proceeds to give a notice of '' the longest 
article in the Journal" (one on '* Ausculation in Relation to 
Diseases of Women and Children," translated from the French 
by Dr. Fourgeaud), and winds up by saying : *' It (the Jour- 
nal) undoubtedly deserves a liberal patronage." 
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Of all those mentioned ih ttie notice, not one ie aliy^ 

to-day ;-— ■ 

** Their pent are irast, their hodies dast, 
Their souls are with the saints, we trust ; " 

But the Journal still appears every month ^^at $2.00 per 
annum ; " still publishes *' interesting cases from private prac- 
tice, original essays and concise reviews," and is fulfilling the 
hope of its founder that '^ it will contribute to the advance- 
ment of science and humanity." 

When the hands that now fill and guide it are cold and 
have mouldered into dust; yea, when the youngest eyes that 
now read its printed page have become dim and sightless with 
age, may the Journal, with ever renewed and renewing youth 
and vitality, continue its mission. May it so live, and be so 
managed, that it can say 

" Men may come and men may go. 
But I go on forever." 

THE CONVENTION OF RAILWAY SURGEONS. 

On Thursday, May 2, there will meet at Pickwick Theater 
in this city, in third annual convention, a body of men repre- 
sentative of one of the largest and most important of those 
special classes of the medical profession which have been 
called into existence within the past few years by the exigen- 
cies of modern civilization — the Railway Surgeons. So re- 
cently, indeed, has this service been created, and the concre- 
tion of its scattered members into a national body is of such 
late occurrence, that the great mass of medical practitioners 
unconnected therewith have but a very slight acquaintance 
with its history, ends and objects, and the means by which 
the latter are efiected. The following notes, therefore, may 
not be inopportune, and will serve to place the local profes- 
sion en rapport with their coming visitors. 

It was at Sacramento, Gal., that the present system of rail- 
way hospitals and special corps of railway surgeons may be 
said to have had its inception, since at that point, in 1877, the 
first railway hospital, with regular staff of surgeons and em- 
ployees, was founded. Like all such innovations, and espe- 
cially everything of the sort originating in a branch of human 
occupation so intensely practical as railway management, it 
was the outgrowth of the necessities of the situation. At that 
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time one could start from St. Louis and ride in a continuous 
passage through the States of Missouri, Arkansas and Texas, 
over the Llanos Estacados, or Staked Plains, to El Paso, a 
distance of 1354 miles, and not find a single hospital in which 
men injured in railway accidents, or in the pursuit of rail- 
roading as ati occupation, could be taken in and cared for. 
The same or a similar condition of things existed on the Pa- 
cific coast. Public or private hospitals Can be maintained 
only in populous communities, and, therefore, since hospitals 
must be had, the railway corporations must establish them. 

From this commencement at Sacramento, twelve years ago, 
the principle there inaugurated has spread until at the pres- 
ent writing it obtains over forty-one thousand miles of road 
and embraces thirty-nine hospitals, these latter ranging in 
cost from $80,000 to (120,000 each. All of these institutions 
are fitted up in the most effective manner, with all the im- 
provements of the most modern theories and practice of hos- 
pital construction, no detail which could conduce to the com- 
fort and rapid recovery of the patients being deemed too trivial 
or too costly to be introduced. The instruments alone in the 
Sacramento Hospital cost over $6,000, and the library cost as 
much more. These thirty-nine hospitals, in 1888, took care of 
upwards of 80,000 employees. 

The scheme as originally outlined and put in practice con- 
templated merely a medical department of the railway service, 
in which only one man, the chief medical officer, was in the 
direct employ of the railway company. This officer — the sur- 
geon, made arrangements with practitioners at towns and vil- 
lages along the line of the road to take charge of and render 
immediate assistance to wounded or injured employees or 
travelers, at certain fixed rates, the appointments being so 
made that every fifty miles of road would have at least one 
such physician. 

At the present moment, very nearly every railway west of 
the Mississippi, and in the South- West particularly, has a hos- 
pital department ; while in the North- West almost every rail- 
road has a medical department and corps of local surgeons. 
To give an approximate idea of the number of medical men 
employed in these various hospitals and local service8,we may 
state that the Missouri Pacific, with its 7,000 miles of road, 
employs 248 local surgeons. The system extends from San 



1889]. Editorials. 287 

Francisdo over the Central and South-ern Pacific toadg and the 
^^l^nset Route " (terminaling at New Orleans). The Texas 
Pacific, The International and Great Northern; Missouri, 
Kansas and Texas ; Cotton Belt ; Houston and Texas Central ; 
Missouri Pacific, Union Pacific, Denver & Bio Grande, Northern 
Pacific, Chicago, Omaha and South- Western, Wabash ; Ari- 
zona, Texas and San Francisco, and perhaps others, all have 
hospitals and maintain regular hospital departments. The 
Gulf, the Chicago and Alton, the Chicago, Burlington and 
Qaincy, the Chicago, Rock Island and Pacific, the Chicago 
North- Western, Illinois Central, and a great many more, have 
medical departments alone. With two exceptions the same 
may be said of the Middle Eastern States (the exceptions be- 
ing the Pennsylvania and the Baltimore & Ohio, which have 
elaborate protective systems, including insurance, etc.). Tak- 
ing the number quoted for the Missouri Pacific as a basis for 
calculation, we can easily see what an army of medical men 
are directly engaged in Railway Surgery ; and since in railway 
management of all others, favoritism finds but little place, 
these men may be supposed to represent the better class of 
practitioners in their various sections. 

We may therefore expect to meet at the Pickwick, at the 
coming convention, not only a numerous gathering, but we 
may look for one of men above the average in point of intel- 
ligence, information and practical experience. It behooves 
St. Louis physicians and surgeons to receive and entertain 
them in a fitting manner. The probable number of the visitors 
is, of course, an unknown quantity. We are informed, how- 
ever, that circulars of invitation have been sent to every rail- 
way in the United States, Mexico and Canada, and as it is to 
the interest of the roads for their medical men to be present, 
and as the latter will have free transportation to and fro, with 
reduced hotel fares while here, there is every reason to be- 
lieve that the estimate of the local railway surgeons of a min- 
imum attendance of 600 is one well within the limits of prob- 
ability, with a possibility of thrice that attendance. The first 
meeting, called in Chicago a couple of years ago, was an im- 
promptu affair, gotten up by Dr. G. T. Woods with a notice of 
some fourteen days only, and yet there were 300 railway sur- 
geons present. 
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The Local Committee of Arrangements on the part of ih| 
Railway Surgeons consists of Drs. W. B. Oatten, Waldo 
Briggs, McCandlesB, Bruce Carson, Dorsett, Dalton, IiUt2, 
Laidley and J. W. Jenkins. The St. Louis Medical Society 
appointed a committee of five, consisting of Drs. F. L. JameS| 
A. F. Bock, R. J. Stofiel, H. C. Fairbrother and A. C. Robin* 
son, to cooperate with these ^ntlemen in any manner Bog- 
gested by them. 

The St. Louis Medical amd Surgical Journal will have 
a full report of all matters of interest discussed at the coming 
meeting, and hopes to present its readers with some of the 
valuable papers which will be contributed during the ses»on* 



Znicroscopy. 

The American Society of Microscopists. — The twelfth 
annual meeting of this society will take place at Buffalo, N. Y., 
August 20. The place is one of the best that conld have been 
selected, having an excellent local society, which includes a 
large number of active workers with the microscope, many of 
whom have a national reputation. It is also convenient to 
Toronto, at which point the American Association for the 

Advancement of Science meets during the week ensuing the 
meeting of the microscopists, and of which a great many of 
the latter 8re members. For the past few years the Society 
of Microscopists has held its sessions the week subsequent to 
the adjournment of the Association for the Advancement of 
Science, and has suffered in attendance thereby, — the Asso- 
ciation rarely adjourning on the day previously eet, and hold- 
ing over until the members in attendance have used up their 
leave of absence, or have become tired out. Turn about is 
fair play, and the Society hopes by the anticipation of dates 
to secure the attendance of many old members who have 
absented themselves from the last two or three meetings for 
the reasons above given. 

Npw Medium for Mounting Pollens and Starches.-^ 
A. P. Brown, Ph. G., writes to the American Journal ofPhar- 
macyy that having experimented with all the various media 
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reeomm^ttded for the purpose, he had finally adopted the foU 
lowing for permanent mounts of pollens and starches : 

9 Selected gam arable SU* 

Glycerin, 

Distilled water, SS fl. S iiss. 

Thymol -gi** T. 

These are all placed in a wide mouthed bottle, which if 
eor<ked carefully to exclude dust, and placed in a warm situa-^ 
tion. It takes several days to effect a perfect solution, the 
mixture being stirred up occasionally. When all is dissolved^ 
strain through linen, and set aside the liquid about a week 
longer to get rid of air bubbles, and to allow any small parti- 
cles that may have passed through the strainer to settle to th« 
bottom ; or it can be filtered through absorbent cotton by using 
a funnel for hot filtration, which consists of a double tin case 
holding water, kept at the required temperature by a spirit 
lamp placed under the projecting arm. A glass funnel fits 
inside of the hot water- bath, a plug of absorbent cotton is 
placed in the funnel, and the solution is passed through it. 
After filtration it is best preserved in compressible tubes. 
The medium is the suggestion of M. Charles Bullock, the 
welUknown Chicago optician and microscopist. 

The Rulings of Charles Fasoldt, Sr. — We have received 
the following from Mr. Frederick Neudorf, Jr., Ph. G., of 
Albany, N. Y., the home of Mr. Fasoldt. While we have 
never had the slightest doubt that Mr. Fasoldt did exactly 
what he has claimed in the matter of reading his remarkable 
rulings, we are most pleased to be able to make public the 
confirmation contained in Mr. Neudorfs letter, which is also 
attested by Messrs. Wm. Headlam, Jr. and H. G. Grose. 
** Having listened to many discussions and read much about 
Mr. Charles Fasoldt, Sr.'s rulings, my curiosity was aroused, 
so one evening Mr. H. J. Grose, druggist, and I called at Mr. 
Fasoldt's place of business and requested an exhibition of 
his handiwork. He recieved us kindly and very interestingly 
entertained us for over two hours, and exhibited his rulings 
through the microscope with the aid of his new ' vertical il- 
luminator.' The plates were ruled in bands with lines alter* 
nately longer and shorter,beginning with 5,000 lines to the inch> 
and increasing in each band up to 30,000. Above this each band 
increased by ten thousands up to 250,000. Our examination com- 
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menced with the band'of 90,000: In the band of lOO^XXn/lffr. 
Grose and I counted every line on the ends and compared them 
with the U. S. Standard of measurement, ufdng a -micrometer 
which is composed of three very delicate steel prongs arranged 
thus I ' { . The first lower prong was placed stationary over 
the first line of the band of 100,000. The upper prong over the 
second line, the next lower prong over the third line, and again 
the upper prong over the fomcth line, and then alternately 
moving the two latter prongs until the upper one was placed 
directly over the 50th line of the band ruled 100,000 lines to 
the inch, every line of which we saw distinctly. The distance 
covered by those 60 lines represented 1-2000 part of an inch. 
Mr. Fasoldt commenced his exhibition where scientists have 
heretofore been supposed to discontinue their results. This 
test-plate was then removed from the stage and a micrometer 
(U. S. Standard) placed thereon, the prongs of the micrometer 
heretofore used remaining as stationed in the eyepiece. The 
lines of the U. S. Standard, 2,000 to the inch, were brought 
into focus. The space between two of these lines corres- 
ponded exactly with the space between two of the prongs, 
thereby proving the truthfulness of Mr. Charles Fasoldt, Sr.'s 
claims and the accuracy of his rulings. We then proceeded 
with the finer rulings, satisfying ourselves of their accuracy 
until the 230,000 band was brought into focus. We saw the 
lines but not distinctly enough for them to be resolved. Sev- 
eral evenings afterwards Mr. Grose and I again called to con- 
vince ourselves that we had actually seen what we claimed. 
Mr. Grose said that he resolved the 220,000 band but not as 
clearly as on the first evening but I, on the contrary, saw the 
lines and space between the lines and resolved them in the 
220,000 band. In the 230,000 band I saw the lines but not 
sufficiently distinctly to say that I resolved them. I also 
looked at the same rulings with the aid of an Abb6 condenser, 
but I could not resolve any lines in bands containing more 
than 200,000 lines to the inch." 

F. L. J. 



Dr. Edward T. Bruen, Assistant Professor of Physical 
Diagnosis in the University of Pennsylvania, died of pneu- 
monia March 31, at the age of 38. 
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Dermatology anb (Bcnito^Urtnary Diseases. 

Neuralgic Herpes Progenitalis. — Dr. William G. Dag- 
gett reports an interesting case in the University Medical Mag- 
azine of herpes progenitalis of neuralgic origin. There is no 
doubt of the neurotic origin of simple herpes, which is a close 
congener of zona, but in the case detailed by Daggett there 
was observed first, a pain in the left foot. Then the pain ex- 
tended to the leg, thigh and buttocks. On the third day a crop 
of herpetic vebicles would appear on the glans penis. , These 
attacks would occur every three or four weeks. An astringent 
local wash caused a disappearance of the local lesions. To 
this was added pills of iron, arsenic and strychnine, which ap- 
pear to have acted in a successful manner. 

Post-Mortem Warts. — These excrescences are generally 
noted about the hands and arms and have been demonstrated 
to be of tubercular nature by Riehl and Paltauf . These lesions 
are contracted, as a rule, by those who are largely engaged in 
the handling of post-mortem specimens and in making autop- 
sies. J. Braquehaye, reports in the Annalea de la Polyclinique 
de Bordeaux, the case of a butcher who, while hanging up a 
quarter of beef, scratched his left wrist. The lesions were 
made by splinters of bone and did not heal very rapidly. 
About a month later he presented a number of anatomical 
tubercles about the left wrist. The condition was relieved by 
means of the curette. A careful examination revealed the 
absence of tuberculosis is the individual as well as in his 
family. 

Gonorrhcea in Mexico. — In a letter to the Journal of Cu, 
taneous and Oenito-Urinary Diseases^ Dr. P. A. Morrow states 
that he saw few cases of gonorrhoea in the hospitals, this 
being probably due to the fact that most of the Mexicans of 
the lower class treat the disease with domestic remedies, sel- 
dom having recourse to a physician. They employ hot baths 
and rest until the acute stage is passed, and then use a tea or 
decoction made from native plants which have a reputation as 
antiblennorrhagics. In this connection it may be said that in 
Mexico, especially among the lower classes, venereal diseases 
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are not looked upon as private diseases in the same sense that 
they are regarded elsewhere. The existence of a clap, for in- 
stance, carries with it no sense of shame, but is considered 
rather in the light of a common cold, concerning which there 
Is no motive for concealment from other members of the fam- 
ily. 

Interstitial Keratitis in Acquired Syphilis. — The cases 
of this character which have been published are very few in 
number. While some authors deny the possibility of acquired 
syphilis producing interstitial keratitis, several competent au- 
thors have reported such cases : Dr. A. Trousseau relates 
one in the Annates de Dermatologie et de Syphiligraphie. The 
patient was twenty-five years of age, in whose examination no 
trace of congenital syphilis could be found. Rheumatism, 
scrofula, and other cachexias were also excluded as possible 
causes. The ocular trouble yielded readily to anti-syphilitic 
treatment, the cutaneous lesions also promptly disappearing. 
From the few recorded cases, it would appear that the inter, 
stitial keratitis of acquired syphilis does not last as long and 
yields more readily to specific treatment than that observed 
in connection with congenital lues. 

Trichorrhexis Nodosa. — This disease also known a^ 
Beigel's disease is one which is rarely seen. Dr. Richard 
•Cole Newton describes a case in the New York Medical Record 
and suggests as a more proper name the term nodositas crinium. 
As is well known, the appearance presented in this disease is 
one in which the hairs appear to have nits upon them. There 






Fig. 49. Trichorrhexis Nodosa, or Nodositas Criniam. 

is a broom-like fissuring of the shaft of the hair which is well 
shown in Fig. 49. The case reported by Dr. Newton is oae 
which was also seen by Dr. Bulkley, of New York. The con- 
dition was first noticed in 1878, the afifected hairs being chief 
ly at the corners of the chin and over the rami of the jaw, in 
a medical man. The patient was neurotic and he, as well as 
the reporter of the case, is inclined to regard the condition as 

of nervous origin, in this case at least. 

OD. 
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Diseases of tlje (Eye anb €ar. 

Primary Purpose of the Membrana Tympani. — This 
question was discussed at great length by Dr. S. 0. Richey, of 
Washington, at the Special Meeting of the American Otolog- 
ical Society (Transactions, Vol. IV, Part 2), who comes to the 
remarkable conclusion that the tympanic membrane is origi- 
nally designed for the protection of the druiu cavity, and that 
it effects this end by the prevention of the evaporation of 
moisture from this cavity ! Dr. Richey further declares ^' that 
only in a secondary sense does the membrane assist in the act 
of hearing." While this position has the merit of novelty, it 
is wholly untenable. Were the statements reversed, the exact 
purposes would be very closely approximated. The primary 
purpose of the membrana tympani is to receive sounds and 
convey them by means of its peculiar mechanism to the hear- 
ing part of the ear — the auditory nerve. In its secondary 
effect, it protects the drum cavity by preventing evaporation 
from it. Nature's mechanism attached to the membrane 
shows conclusively that its primary purpose is to receive and 
convey sounds to the auditory nerve. 

Aluminium Lachrymal Probes and Styles. — The ex- 
treme lightness, tensile strength, flexibility and ductility of 
this metal, added to a peculiar unctuosity of its polished sur- 
face, combine to designate it as the best material yet found for 
surgical probes. It possesses in a high degree all the quali- 
ties especially requisite for the easy exploration of cavities 
and sinuses, and since it is practically incorrodible it is better 
suited for use in the application of various medicaments to these 
parts than either silver or rubber. Dr. Theobald, of Baltimore, 
recently exhibited before the American Ophthalmological Socie- 
ty a full set of lachrymal probes made of this metal, and claimed 
great superiority for them in probing the nasal duct, over all 
other probes. Their natural unctuosity enabled them to slip 
through the nasal duct much easier, and of course with much 
less pain. An aluminium style was presented at the same 
time with similar claims for superiority. On account of its 
great lightness the aluminium style would be vastly superior 
in those cases in which it must be worn constantly during the 
treatment. We hope that it will not be long before not only 
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probes bat many otber surgical instruments made of alumin- 
ium are put upon the market. It is now sold at 65 cents per 
ounce, which weight, for weight, makes it cheaper than silver 
at 16 cents per ounce. 

Hysterical Blepharo-Spasm — Influence of the Mind. — 
Several years since, a perfectly healthy-looking woman about 
22 years old, was led into the office, with her head bent far 
forwards, apparently blind. Her friends stated that she had 
been in this condition for a long time. The lids of each eye 
were drawn tightly over the balls, and it seemed absolutely 
impossible for her to voluntarily open her eyes. In fact, she 
could not be induced to raise her head, apparently on account 
of intense photophobia. The contraction of the lids was not 
only tense, but persistent and continuous. There was no- 
lachrymation, no secretion ot mucus or of pus. Otherwise 
the woman seemed to be in perfect health. By physical 
force, the eyes were, with great difficulty, pulled open. There 
was absolutely no inflammation, or even irritation, in either 
eye. Both were perfectly healthy. It was at once suspected 
that that mysterious condition called hysteria was at the 
bottom of the trouble, and a few significant remarks were 
purposely made in her presence to impress her with the idea 
that her case was fully comprehended ; that '^ it was an incom^ 
prehensible neurosis of a very peculiar kind ; that she should 
have come long ago and been at once relieved from the great 
affliction ; that such sufiering was wholly unnecessary ; that 
the invariable and unfailing remedy in exactly that kind of 
trouble, was use of proper glasses," etc. Her mind having; 
been fully impressed with the idea that she would get instant 
and complete relief, a pair of perfectly plain glasses were put 
on her. The efiect was magical I Up came her head and 
wide open flew her eyes, to the great surprise of her friends^ 
who stood anxiously around I It was the first glimpse they 
had had of her visual organs for months. Whenever the 
glasses were removed, down would go the head, aud the lids 
would close tightly. The glasses were repeatedly replaced 
and removed, but always with the same result. Perfectly 
plain glasses were ordered, and she was urgently directed not 
to be without them except when she was in bed. She left th& 
office with a high head and a light heart, being entirely 
relieved of her purely hysterical blepharo-spasm. 
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Value of the Electro-Magnet in Removing Particles of 
Iron from Vitreous Chamber, — A young German was pound- 
ing iron with a bamn;iery when a small particle came off and 
flew with great force into the right eye, striking the ball in 
the lower sclero-corneal junction, cut through, and lodged 
somewhere in the. vitreous chamber. This occurred several 
weeks before I saw him. The eye was slightly red and not 
painful to amount to anything, but was entirely blind. Close 
inspection revealed the point where the foreign body cut 
through the sclero-corneal junction and its visible track,within, 
showed conclusively that it had gone into the vitreous chamber. 
The vitreous humor was so cloudy that nothing could be seen ; 
so it was impossible to even approximately locate the piece 
of iron. But there could be no doubt that it was " some- 
where." What is the proper thing to do? The eye is hope- 
lessly lost SQ far as sight is concerned, and if let alone, sooner 
or later, in all probability the ball would have to be enucleated, 
could the foreign body be caught with the electro-magnet? It 
had been there several weeks and was certainly surrounded by 
a large mass of tough, semi-organized lymph, but I concluded 
to make an effort to '' catch " it with the magnet. My friend, 
Dr. Barck, kindly assisted in the effort. We punctured the 
sclerotic between the external and inferior recti muscles jUst in 
front of the equator, and passed the point of the magnet into 
the vitreous humor and moved it around in all directions but 
failed to get the piece of iron. We repeated the effort 8 or 10 
times and had to give up the search. We urged immediate 
enuclisation but the young man would not consent. We prescrib- 
ed atropine solution locally and anodynes internally, if the eye 
should become painful. The patient went home to Illinois 
with positive instructions to return in two weeks. I have not 
seen him since. I accidentally learned that no considerabls 
reaction followed the operation. Some months later the pa- 
tient went to Chicago and had the eye enucleated. As yet I 
have not been able to learn where the foreign body was loca- 
ted. I have made several other engagements to make this 
operation, but the patients failed to come. It is an undesir- 
able kind of an operation, as it involves considerable responsi- 
bility and there is great uncertainty in the result. The proper 
time for the operation is immediately after the accident, when 
the foreign body can be definitely located and easily reached, 
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It is almost certain that the magnet would not haye sufficient 
power to pull a piece of metal out of a mass of lymph even if 
it should be brought into actual contact with it. I greatly 
doubt the propriety of the operation in old cases where the 
foreign body has to be blindly fished for. In a recent article 
on this subject Dr. B. Neese, of Kiew (Arch. Oph. for Sept.), 
has compiled the following statistics of the operation: Sigh- 
teen operations in all. Only in five cases were the results 
permanent ; that is, the foreign bodies were removed and the 
forms of the balls preserved. Of these, only two could count 
fingers. All of these cases were operated upon next day after 
the injury. Two other cases were momentarily successful, 
but had to be enucleated later. In eleven cases the operation 
was a complete failure I These statistics certainly do not com- 
mend the operation in a convincing way, as a method for 
the removal of foreign bodies from the vitreous chamber. 

A. D. Williams, M. D. 



Diseases of (tl?ilbren. 

Incubation of Measles. — (P. Trekaki, Paris Medical^ 
February 16, 18S9). The period of incubation after inoculation 
or contagion is difiTerent in the several infectious diseases, as 
is well known. But this period varies but little in man or in 
animals in the same disease. For measles particularly, the time 
•of incubation, according to all authors, is on an average from 12 
to 15 days, the time necessary for the appearance of the mani- 
festation of the disease, after the penetration of the virus into 
the organism of the individual. A case is cited in which there 
was no direct contagion from one person to another, nor. even 
indirect contact, as takes place through the medication of a 
third party; merely an influence as it was, disseminated 
through some considerable distance. In this case, the period 
of incubation was ascertained to be accurately twenty-seven 
days. The case is interesting as showing the highly con- 
tagious character of the disease, propagated from a long 
distance — the doctrine of a spontaneous origin is quite im* 
probable. 

Strophanthus in Cardiac Diseases of Children.— (H. A. 
Hare, M. D., University Med, Magazine, March, 1889). 
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Digitalis gives relief to patients under the age of twelve 
years in a mnch smaller proportion of cases than it does 
in adults, and though the stomach is no more /requently dis- 
ordered, increased dyspncea, nervous irritability and cyanosis 
often follow its use. At times, digitalis does barm in adults^ 
because the ventricle is so over-stimulated that the auricle 
cannot empty itself thoroughly and hence becomes congested. 

Strophanthus acts exceedingly well where digitalis fails. 
It is not the substitute for digitalis except where the latter 
fails. Its influence is much less permanent, but it might be 
used where a temporary effect is required. According to 
therapeutists, it has no commutative action, for its effects 
come and go very rapidly. 

There is no officinal preparation. The tincture of Prof. 
Eraser is given in doses from five to ten drops every eight hours 
for adults. The minimum dose should always be first em- 
ployed. For children, as in cases described by Dr. Hare, two 
drops of this tincture every five hours could be safely given. 

J. S. B. Allbynb, M. D. 



(Excerpts from Hussian, polisl? anb Bulgarian 

3ournaIs. 

Hydrate of Chloral in Chapped Nipple. — In the JUmal 
AkU$herBtvaiJen8kikhBoleznH,'Dec.,18SS, p. 892, Dr. Ivan A. 
Mitropolsky, of Moscow, highly recommends chloral as an ex- 
cellent local means for fissured and excoriated nipples. The 
latter should be kept covered with compresses (soft linen) 
soaked in a solution of half a drachm of chloral in three 
ounces of water. The compresses should be changed every 
2i or 3 hours. When a prolonged application is neces- 
sary, it is advisable to use a weaker lotion (i dr. to 6 oz.). 
The solution leaves a thin, whitish, firmly adherent film 
over the diseased surface, which does not disappear by suck- 
ling. Pain and tenderness are said to be strikingly relieved 
almost immediately; the lesions rapidly healing. The 
chloral compresses do not produce any bad effects on nurs- 
lings. 
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Helenin in Atonic IJlcers.—In the St. Petersburg weekly 
Russkaia Meditzina, Dec. 81, 1888^ p. 762, Dr. N. A. Eisele- 
vitch, of Eremftnetz-Volynskoi, warmly eulogises helenin (the' 
active principle of the Radix Hdenit) as an excellent stimu- 
lant or reviving means for obstinate atonic ulcers (especially 
for those with undermined edges). When the ulcer is thor- 
oughly powdered with the drug every day, there appear, in 
three or four days, abundant healthy granulations all over the 
diseased area, and a rapid cicatrisation takes place. The ap- 
plication gives rise to a considerable oedematous swelling of 
the parts which is dependant, on one side, up6n an intense 
afflux of lymph, and, on the other, upon plugging up of the 
local lymphatic vessels with proliferating cellular elements. 
The Gsdema, however, tends to disappear spontaneously after 
discontinuing the drug for a day or so. 

Iodoform Wick as Uterine Drainage. — Dr. Mikhail A. 
Voskresensky, of Tchernigov, highly speaks (Novosti Terapii; 
No. 9, 1888, p. 317) of draining the uterine cavity by means 
of an ^ iodoform wick (Russ. jittZ)." The latter is made of 
soft cotton threads, treated by a 10 per cent, ethereal alcoholic 
solution of iodoform (and kept in stock, in a hermetically 
closed vessel). The wick, which must be sufficiently thick to 
fill up the cervical lumen well, is introduced into the womb 
by means of Schrceder's long forceps. Its removal (in the 
same way) is very easy ; it may be withdrawn, at will, either 
as a whole, or thread by thread. Dr. Voskresensky resorts 
to the drainage in cases of purulent puerperal endometritis, 
retention of the ovum or placenta, abortion and puerperal 
endometritis of various forms, operating on the cervix, vagino- 
plasties, total vaginal extirpation of the uterus, etc. The re- 
sults are said to be most satisfactory. A uniformly favorable 
after-course in his cases of gynaecological operations is at, 
tributed by the author mainly to his routine use of this wick, 
drainage. 

Creolin as a Dressing. — Having employed creolin as a 
dressing in a large number of cases, Dr.Vladimlr N. Zenenko,, 
of St. Petersburg, (^Proceedings of the Third Oeneral Meeting of. 
Russian Physicians, No. 2, 1889, p. 86,) has come to the fol- 
lowing conclusions : 1®. When employed in the form of lo- 
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lions or compresses, a 1 per cent, aqueous solution of creolin 
exerts not only a deodorizing, but also an antiphlogistic and 
antiseptic action. 2^. Ten or twelve per cent, oleaginous or 
glycerine emulsions are very well tolerated by suppurating 
wounds. 3^. Creolin, however, is by no means free from 
irritant properties, since it causes burning and pain (though 
of a short duration). 4^. As an antimycotic, creolin is some- 
what less powerful than carbolic acid ; as an antiseptic, it is 
by far inferior to chlorine. 5*^. In cases of recent (accidental 
or surgical) wounds, it should be used only in the form of a 
dry creolin gauze (compressed tampons). [A very instructive 
paper on creolin as a remedy for ulcers and wounds has been 
recently published by Dr. I. F. Zemacki, of St. Petersburg. 
Vide the Provincial Medical Journaly Jan., 1889, p. 53. — Re^ 
porter.li 

Hot Baths in Croupous Pneumonia. — At the third gen- 
eral meeting of Russian physicians at St. Petersburg, Dr. 
Alexandr A. Netchaieff and Alexandr E. lagodinsky, of St. 
Petersburg, read {Proceedings, No. 19, 1889, p. 382,) a paper 
on the treatment of croupous pneumonia by hot water baths, 
based on 87 cases. Of the number, 70 recovered, and 17 (19.7 
per cent.) died. The main general conclusions may be given 
as follows: I*'. Hot baths, given once or twice daily, manifest 
a very favorable influence on the patient's subjective state. 
2^. Old people (of 50 and upwards) and such subjects in whom 
pneumonia is complicated with acute or chronic nephritis 
tolerate better the baths at from 30° to 32*^ Reaumur ; younger 
persons free from renal complications, those at 28^ or 29*^. 
3^. Generally, the baths prove of great service in all cases of 
croupous pneumonia. 4°. But they are especially beneficial 
in old people, and that in regard both to the course and issue 
of the disease. (The mortality among the author's old pneu- 
monic patients, treated by hot baths, amounted only to 19.4 
per cent. Meanwhile, the average mortality from pneumonia 
in subjects above 50 oscillates between 35 and 50 per cent.) 

Baths in Mercurialism. — Dr. Vasily K. Borovsky, of St. 
Petersburg, has carried out {Proceedings of the Third General 
Meeting of Russian Medical Men at St. Petersburg, No. 9, 1889, 
p. 302) an extensive course of experiments on syphilitic pa- 
tients suffering from mercurialism, in order to study the 
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influence of various baths on the elimination of meroury from 
the organism. The chief points may be summed up as f61« 
lows: V*. Ordinary hot water baths, as well as hot artificial^ 
sulphurous or hot air ones most markedly increase the exore* 
cretion of mercury in the patient's urine. In fact, they can 
free the organism from mercury as completely as is possible. 
2®. In those cases in which the excretion ceases spontaneously, 
it can be restored by the employment of hot baths of one kind 
or an other. 3^. The baths, especially hot air ones, markedly 
accelerate cure from mercurial stomatitis. 4^. An increase in 
the temperature of the bath is followed by a corresponding 
rise in the elimination of mercury ; on lowering the tempera* 
ture, the excretion proportionately decreases. 5^. A simul- 
taneous treatment of syphilis by mercury and hot baths gives 
very frequently more rapid successful results than that by 
mercury alone. 6*^. The use of the baths rapidly improves the 
patient's general state. 

Reflex Neuralgia Caused by Tapeworm. — At a recent 
meeting of the St. Petersburg Society of Naval Medical Men, 
Dr. Sadovsky related the following curious case {Meditzinshia 
Pribavlenia VMorshomu Sbomiku, January, 1889, p. 66). A 
stout, healthy gentleman, aged 56, sought the author's advice 
on account of an agonizing facial neuralgia of about six years' 
standing. The paroxysms occurring in the region of the infe- 
rior branch of the left trigeminus had been coming most 
frequently, especially during daytime, free intervals lasting 
but a few minutes. To alleviate his agony, the patient had 
been in the habit of rubbing the painful region with his very 
long and thick beard, which procedure, with time, had given 
rise to the formation of a corn, as large as a shilling, situated 
on the lower lip, close to the left angle of the mouth. Per- 
sistent treatment by all possible means, including electricity, 
injections of osmic acid, hypnotic suggestion, etc., had utterly 
failed to bring any relief to his sufferings. Dr. Sadovsky's 
inquiry elucidated the fact that the gentleman had been suf- 
fering from tapeworm for many years. Starting from the sup- 
position that the neuralgia might be caused, after all, by a 
gastro-intestinal irritation kept up by the parasite, the author 
administered ethereal extract of male fern (3 grammes) with 
kamala (5 grm.), and on the next day a full dose of castor oil. 
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An enormous mass of tffiniae was expelled in the course of the 
three succeeding days. The neuralgic pains ceased as if by 
magic and never returned (three months elapsed since his 
cure). 

Glycerine Enemata and Suppositories in Constipation. 
— In the Moscow weekly Novoati Terapiiy No. 4, 1889, p. 49, 
Dr. F. F. Mileef, of St. Petersburg, publishes an account of 
his experience in regard to the treatment of habitual consti- 
pation by glycerine enemata (1 or 2 drachms to an adult, i or 
one drachm to a child) and suppositories (i drachm). The 
chief points may be summarised thus : 1°. In cases where 
feecal masses accumulate in the lower portions of the large 
bowel, glycerine invariably brings about stools in 2 or 3 
minutes (when employed in the form of enemata; the sup- 
positories act somewhat more slowly). 2°. The drug does not 
produce any local painful sensations ; neither does it give rise 
to any unpleasant accessory effects when used daily for a pro- 
longed period. 3^. The purgative action of glycerine is de- 
pendant, probably, upon its powerful hygroscopic properties. 
In other words, while extracting water from the rectal 
mucous membrane, it irritates the peripheral endings of the 
local nerves and thus, in a reflex way, excites contractions of 
of the intestinal muscular coat. In support of the theory, Dr. 
Mileef brings forward the fact that when diluted with water, 
glycerine acts less effectively than when administered in a 
pure state. The larger the dilutions, the weaker is the action. 
4^. Glycerine enemata are especially of service a. in consti- 
pation of pregnancy; and b. in infantile constipation caused 
by excessively prolonged feeding on milk alone. 

On Acute Traumatic Pneumonia. — In the Polish 
monthly Nowiny Lekarakie, No. 1, 1889, p. 13, Dr. A. Soko- 
lowski, house physician to the Holy Spirit Hospital, in War- 
saw, publishes an interesting paper on acute croupous pneu- 
monia of traumatic origin. Two cases of the kind came under 
his observation lately. They refer to lads of 14 and 19, who 
received violent traumaitc injury to the chest anteriorly, and 
in whom, several days later, there developed croupous pneu- 
monia localized in the region injured. In both, the attack 
was rather severe and characterised by an inten^^e local pain, 
the course of the disease being typical and terminating by a 
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well-pronounced crieis. Sach cases are well-known to clin- 
icians. They are not so very rare» to judge from the fact that 
among Frerich's 800 cases there were as many as 14 which had 
a distinct etiological connection with traumatic causes. From 
the point of view of modem etiological theories, their causa- 
tion may be explained, seemingly, pretty simply : a traumat- 
ically injured pulmonary tissue appears to lose its power or 
resistance to the pathogenic microbe of pneumonia * hence, 
the inflammation arises. Practically cases of the sort are es- 
pecially important in forensic respects. The expert may be 
asked whether this or that traumatic injury to the chest (for 
instance, inflicted during a fight) can be regarded as a real 
cause of an attack of pneumonia developing more or less im- 
mediately after the injury. Such cases as Dr. Sokolowski's 
seem to justify a positive answer to the question. 

On Wound Treatment after Schede's Method. — In the 
Polish weekly Oazeta Lekaraka, Nov. 3, 10 and 17, and Dec. 1, 
8 and 16, 1888, Dr. Felix F. Janiszewski, of Lublin, details 98 
cases of various surgical operations (including amputations, 
exarticulations, osteotomies, herniotomies, etc.) in which he 
resorted to the wound treatment after Schede^s method— that 
is, he caused the wound to heal under a moist blood coagulum. 
The results were most satisfactory. Surgical fever occurred 
only in a few cases, lasting not more than twenty-four hours. 
In a majority of the patients the wound healed in from 10 to 
20 days. Suppuration represented an exceptional phenom- 
enon. As a rule, the union took place under one dressing ; 
sometimes, however, another dressing, and occasionally a 
third one, became necessary. Dr. Janiszewski comes to the 
conclusion that an aseptic wound can be safely filled with 
blood, and that the clot protects the raw surface from all 
injurious influences far more effectively than by any phar- 
maceutical means. Since infrequent change of dressings is 
necessary, the method proves to be exceedingly advantageous 
in out-door cases as well as in hospitals with scanty funds. 
The essentials of successful results are constituted by the fol- 
lowing particulars : 1°. The wound should be made thor- 
oughly aseptic. 2^. Its cavity should be completely filled up 
with blood. 8^. Any superfluous blood should have free 
escape. 4?. The blood in the wound should be protected from 
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drying and evaporation. [Dr. Schede's paper on the healing of 
wounds may be found in the London Medical Record , Nov. 
1886, p. 4:82.— Reporter]. 

Compressed Air in Pleurisy. — In the Warsaw Ooiazdov- 
iky Military Hospital Reports for 1888, Vol. III., p. 35, Dr. 
Toporkoff published an able paper on the treatment of exu- 
dative pleurisy by compressed air, which method has been 
practiced by him in fourteen successive cases of the disease, 
on soldiers, aged from 22 to 26. The air was condensed by 
means of Waldenburg's apparatus. Following Professor 
OertePs rules. Dr. Toporkoff commenced the treatment with 
the air compressed at -j^ atmosphere, to pass on the next 
week to that at ^, and on the third to that at -^, the sittings 
being repeated two or three times daily, and lasting each time 
for 20 to 30 minutes. The treatment was invariably resorted 
to only after all febrile symptoms and phenomena of irrita- 
tion of the inflamed pleura had disappeared, and after all 
other means, such as revulsives and promoting absorption 
had failed. The results obtained from compressed air were 
verified by systematic measurements of the pulmonary 
capacity (by means of Hutchinson's apparatus), and of the 
respiratory force (by means of a pneumatometer). Of the 
ourteen cases, in seven a complete and permanent cure fol- 
lowed, the duration of the treatment being in 3 cases, 17 days ; 
in 1, 20; in 2, 21 ; and in 1, 2} months (which gives the aver- 
age = 27 days). Of the remaining seven cases, in two only 
partial improvement could be obtained, while in five the 
patients' state remained wholly unrelieved. All the seven 
men were dismissed from military service. On the whole. 
Dr. Toporkoff arrives at the conclusion that the compressed 
air treatment proves to be successful only in cases of more 
or less strong and well-nourished persons, with a relatively 
recent disease (of a few weeks' standing), while anaemic and 
weak subjects, with symptoms of many months' standing ob- 
tain no benefit from compressed air. 

Massage in Gynaecological Practice. — Dr. Alexandr A. 
Semlannikoff, of Professor K. F. Slav'iansky's clinic, in St. 
Petersburg, says {Proceedings of the Third General Meeting 
of Russian Physicians at St. Petersburg, Nos. 2 and 6, 1889, 
pp. 46 and 178) that he has tried the massage treatment in 25 
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women suffering mostly from chronic or subacute pelvic in- 
flammations. He has arrived at the following oonplusions : 
1®. The best results from massage are obtained in moderately 
large parametritic and perimetritic effusions and ovarian in- 
flammations. 2^. Massage also cures chronic metritis, pro* 
vided that the treatment is resorted to before the development 
of connective tissue degeneration of the uterine walls. 3^. As 
to chronic endometritis, massage acts on the affection rather 
indirectly, since the latter disappears only consecutively 
(after the removal of metritis, ovaritis, parametritis, etc.). 
4^. The same may be said in regard to lateroflexions of the 
womb, which disappear only after the cure of primary pelvic 
inflammations causing the uterine bending. 5^. In cases of 
retroflexion, massage is followed by a more or less consider, 
able decrease in inflammatory phenomena, but is powerless to 
straighten the Uterus. 6^. When performed during catamenia, 
massage strikingly alleviates or removes altogether all dys- 
menorrhoeic symptoms. 7^. Gynecological massage shows a 
beneficial influence on the patient's nervous system and 
digestive tract, and consequently on her general nutrition. 
8^. In none of the author's cases did massage ever give rise 
to any unpleasant accessory symptoms. On the other hand, 
about 60 per cent, of the patients were cured by massage 
alone, and that after all ordinary means had utterly failed. 
Hence, massage may be justly placed among other legitimate 
methods of gynecological treatment. It is worth while to 
add that in two cases of prolapsus of the womb, Dr. Sem'ian* 
nikofi tried Thure-Brandt's uterine massage, but failed to ob- 
tain any benefit (vide the St. Louis Medical and Surgical 
Journal, 1889, April, p. 237). 

Strychnia in Alcoholism. — In the Moscow bi-weekly 
Meditzinskoie Obozrenie, Nos. 2 and 3, 1889, p. 153, Dr. Sergei 
0. Jaroshevsky, of Samara, who was the first (Aug., 1885,) to 
to recommend and employ strychnia as a specific remedy for al- 
coholism in Russia, furnishes details of three inveterate cases 
of dipsomania and chronic alcoholism, cured by this alkaloid. 
In all of the case^, for the first ten days the drug was injected, 
under the skin in the dose of one-thirtieth of a grain, once daily 
but subsequently it was given internally in the dose of one- 
fortieth of a grain, twice daily, for from two to five successive 
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months. In every one of the patients, complete recovery en- 
sued (including a striking decrease in the size of the liver in 
one of the patients in whom a considerable enlargement of the 
organ had existed before the treatment). In none did any 
relapse occur up to the date of the communication (from 14 to 24 
months after the cures). Referring to his clinical and physiol- 
ogical experiments, as well as to the observations published 
by Drs. Nikolai M. Popoff, V. A. Manassein, Z. A. Zavadsky> 
Partzevsky Tolvinsky, Pavel A. DobronravoflF, E. I. Lebedeff 
(vide the Provinnal Medical Journal, May, 1888, p. 235; Aug., 
1887, p. 372), Dr. laroshevsky points out: V. That strych- 
nine cures both dipsomania and chronic alcoholism ; 2^. Tha^ 
successful, results can be secured only by a systematic, perse- 
vering andrather prolonged treatment; 3°. That the alkaloid 
is actually able even to arrest degenerative processes begun in 
parechymatous organs under the influence of an excessive 
habitual use of alcohol; 4^. That on the whole, strychnia 
represents a powerful antagonist or antidote to alcohol. 

In the Rusakaia Meditzina, No. 41, 1888, p. 652, Dr. O. S. 
Balabanoff, of Taganrog, also describes a brilliant case of 
dipsomania of about 20 years' standing, permanently cured 
by the hypodermic injection of nitrite of strychnia, in the 
dose of one-fifteenth of a grain, once daily. In all 30 injec- 
tions were made (two 15-day courses with a 7-day interval)* 
A striking improvement, including the disappearance of crav- 
ings, was observed after a few doses. When seen again, about 
8 months after the last injection, the man was in the best 
state possible. He declared that he felt an aversion to spirits^ 
ever since his cure. Hence, Dr. Balabanoff arrives at the 
conclusion that strychnia is not only a curative agent, but even 
a reliable prophylactic means for alcoholism. [Ftde also Dr. 
Berbliager's paper in the London Afedical Record^ Dec , 18s7* 
p. 543, and Korona's, t6., 1888, March, p. 160. — Reporter, 

Valerius Idelson, M. D. 



The San Francisco Polyclihic is now in definite shape 
having been opened to the public on March 1st. The ambi-^ 
tion of the founders is to build a hospital in addition and 
form classes to receive post-graduate instruction. 
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ZITcbical progress. 

THERAPEUTICS. 

The Borates vice the Acid Salts of the Alkaloids. — 
MM. Petit and Oalezoweki have addressed a very interesting 
paper to the Society de Biologie on the use of the borates of 
the alkaloids in the preparation of coUyria, where the acid 
salts frequently produce dangerous irritations in the course of 
various affections of the eye. These salts are easily prepared 
#ith boracic acid, and if there be an excess of the latter no 
harm can result therefrom. The following is a formula for 
the extemporaneous preparation of the borates of eserine, 
pilocarpine, atropine, hyoscyamine and cocaine : 

Alkaloid 1 part. 

Boracic Acid 2 parts. 

Alcohol q. 8. 

Dissolve the alkaloid and acid separately in the least pos. 

sible quantity of alcohol, mix the solutions, and crystalliez 

by evaporation. 

Immediate Relief of Hoarseness. — The first Napoleon 
is said to have been subject to sudden attacks of severe hoarse- 
ness, for the immediate relief of which his physician was in 
the habit of prescribing the following, known as Foreau's 

syrup : 

9 Liquor ammonise fortioris m x 

Sy rupi erysimi S ^"" 

Infasionis tilise floram 3 iiss 

M. To be taken at one dose. 

Erysemum officinale (sisymbrium offic,) or hedge-mustard is 
no longer officinal, but is easily obtained. It is a small 
annual growing almost everywhere in the United States and 
Canada, as well as in Europe. The infusion of linden (tilia) 
is used simply as an agreeable vehicle, and may be dispensed 
with or supplanted by any other pleasant vehicle. 

Posology of Strophanthus.— Strophanthus is prescribed, 
says the Revue de clinique et de thirapeutiquej either in the form 
of a tincture, an extract or of strophanthine. The tinctures 
are of varying dosage ; that of " the twentieth " (Fraser) con- 
tains one milligram of the extract to five drops, and is given 
in doses of 15 drops. The other tinctures are ** the tenth " 
and '' the fifth," the former being given in doses of 10 and the 
latter in doses of 5 drops. To avoid confusion, Bucquoy pre - 
fers to use the extract, given in the form of granules, each of 
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which contains a milligram of the extract^ correflponding to 
five drops of Fraser's tincture. The dose is from 2 to 4 gran- 
ules daily. Bucquoy's rule is to commence with two granules 
on the first day, to increase the dose to three or four, as the 
case may be, on the ensuing days, and to maintain this maxi- 
mum during treatment. Strophanthine is but little used as 
yet, but the dose should not be greater than one sixth part as 
much as is given of the extract. One tenth is safer. Both 
Pins and Fraser tried the administration of stropanthine by 
hypodermic injection, but were compelled to abandon it on 
account of the great pain which the injection caused. 

Exalgine, the New Analgesic. — Exalgine is the name 
given to a new derivative of the aromatic series, orthomethyl- 
acetanilid, discovered by Brigonnet, of the Cochin Hospital, 
and which has suddenly leaped into extraordinary favor as an 
analgesic in France. The name (ex, privative, and algoa, pain) 
is significant of its qualities. The formula is CgHuNO (or 
C6H5.C2HsO.MCH8), and the substance is one of the three iso- 
meric (para,meta, and ortho) methyl derivatives of acetanilid. 
It occurs either in fine acicular or long tablet-like crystals, 
accordingly as it is obtained by evaporation from solution, or 
by fusion thereafter. It is sparingly soluble in cold water, 
more soluble in hot water, and extremely soluble in very dilute 
alcohol, or in water slightly alcoholated. Physiologically it 
acts very much like analgesine, having, however, more effect 
upon the sensory and less upon the thermogenic centers 
than this substance. Its therapeutic effects are obtained in 
doses of from 4 to 6 grains, administered at once, or from 6 to 
12 grains taken in two doses in the course of twenty-four hours, 
and are powerfully analgesic, subduing the element of pain in 
all forms of neuralgia, including visceral. Like all new reme- 
dies of this sort, it is at present on its good behavior, as it 
were, and it is claimed by MM. Dujardin-Beaumetz and G. 
Bardet that it has in their hands up to the present exhibited 
no evil sequelsB, being free from the rash, cyanosis, etc., so 
frequently observed after the ingestion of antipyrin and acet- 
anilid. Exalgine is eliminated by the urine, upon the quantity 
of which it exercises a marked efiect,acting like the antipyretics 
of the same group, diminishing the quantity of the secretion. 
In diabetes it also diminishes the quantity of sugar elimina- 
ted. Like all of the derivatives of the aromatic series, it is 
antiseptic and antithermic, as well as analgesic, and possesses 
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the latter quality in a comparatively superlative degree, be. 
ing inore efficient, in doses less than half so great^ than anti- 
pyrin. The following are the formula for its exhibition, as 
given by M. G. Bardet in Lea Nouveaux Remhdes for March 24. 

1. Antineuralgic potion of Exalgine. 

^ Exalgine 5i 

Kirschwasser . 3x 

Simple syrup Si 

Distilled water, sufficient to make $▼ 

Dissolve the exalgine in the kirsch water and add the syrup 
and water. The dose is from 1 to 8 tablespoonfuls in th6 
course of the day. 

2. Solution of Exalgine. 

9 Exalgine 31 

Rum 3x 

Distilled water, sufficient to make S^ 

Proceed as before. The dose is the same as above. 

PATHOLOGICAL AND PHYSIOLOGICAL NOTES. 

Phagocytosis.— Dr. William Osier lately delivered a very 
interesting lecture on Phagocytes {Medical News) in which he 
considered the subject very thoroughly. His study of the 
various facts and theories connected with the question have 
led him to conclude that while phagocytosis is a widespread 
and important physiological process throughout the animal 
kingdom, and while it undoubtedly plays a most important 
part in many pathological conditions, the question of an active 
destructive warfare waged by the body cells against the micro- 
organisms of disease must still be considered an open one. 

Virulence of Syphilitic Secretions. — H. D^sir de Fortu- 
net in a study of the virulence of the normal and pathological 
secretions of syphilitics (Province M^dicale) concludes: 1** 
That the normal or pathological secretions obtained from 
syphilitic subjects are not virulent unless they contain the 
blood or serosity of a specific lesion. 2^ The milk of a syphi- 
litic woman can be ingested without fear of infection. Conse- 
quently, in exceptional cases, suckling by a syphilitic woman, 
if closely watched, is preferable to artificial alimentation. 3^ 
The spermatic fluid, if it does not appear contagious by sim- 
ple inoculation, is none the less the agent of transmission in 
paternal hereditary syphilis. 4^ Vaccine should never be ob* 
tained from a syphilitic child, although it may not be conta- 
gious when perfectly pure. 
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Festal Monstrosity without Trace of Body. — At a 
meetiog of the Obstetrical Society of New York, Dr. H. J. 
Boldt presented a epeoimen (^American Journal of. ObBleiria 
and Diieaiei of Women and Children) expelled from the utetiu 
of a thirty-three year old woman, immediately after the birth 
of her sixth child, and prior to the expulsion of the placenta. 
Thia monstrosity had placenta and membranes in common 
with the child hut a separate umbilical cord having a margin^ 
al attachment. The specimen (Fig. 50) meaenres three 
and three-fourths inches in the long diameter and two 




Fig. 50. Festal Monstrosity, 
and three-fourths in the transverse diameter, the vertical di- 
ameter being three inches. On close examination it resem- 
bles a head with two imperfectly developed faces, which are 
on the inferior aspect of the mass and with their crowns point, 
ing in opposite directions. The umbilical attachment is on a 
plane midway between the faces, but a little to one side of a 
line drawn from nose to nose. No record can be found in 
teratological works, of a monster without a trunk so that 
this one appears to be a unique specimen. 

Bacillus Heminecrobiphilus. — M. Arloing says, in a 
communication made to the Soci^t^ des Sciences Medicates of 
Lyons, that he accidentally found in the center of a caseous 
guiglion, a bacillus which presented certain differences from 
the septic vibrinn discovered and described by Chauveau in 
1873. This microbe is at once erobio and aDeerohic, nnd in 
this offers a remarkable example of polymorphism. In 
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gelatiDyin contact with the atmosphere, it develops into a 
bacillus of from three to four mikrons in length, and in 
bouillon,* under the same condition, into stout bacilli of from 
one to four mihrons; on potato into micrococci and short, 
slender bacilli, while in bouillon in an atmosphere of car- 
bonic acid it develops as bacilli of a length varying from eight 
to twenty mikrans. But neither the presence nor the absence 
of air, nor the substitution of carbonic acid for air, modifies 
the physiological properties of the microbe. The author has 
inoculated these cultures into the subcutaneous and intra- 
muscular connective tissue of the guinea-pig, rabbit, dog, 
sheep, etc., without obtaining the slightest results; nor was 
he more successful when the parts where inoculations were to 
be made were previously bruised. On making intravenous 
injections the results were certain fugacious and insignificant 
general phenomena. The idea then suggested itself of mak- 
ing injections into a necrobiosed organ, or of placing t^e pure 
culture microbes in a situation similar to that in which 
the bacilli were originally discovered. M. Arloing there- 
upon made an injuction, in somewhat high dose, into the 
living testicle of a ram, and also into the other testicle of the 
same animal, the circulation of which had been previously 
suppressed by bistournage (emasculation by torsion). By a 
chance coincidence he had an opportunity on the same day to 
make two other inoculations, one of which was into a testicle 
which had been deprived of sanguineous circulation for some 
time, and the other had been similarly treated only a few 
moments prior to the inoculation. The results are as fol- 
lows : The healthy testicle suffered an ephemeral swelling ; 
but never lost its suppleness, became oedematous or provoked 
cedemain its surroundings. The freshly bistournated testicle 
augmented in volume rapidly and was soon surrounded with 
oedematous and crepitent tissues; the gland softened and 
general troubles manifested themselves to such an extent that 
the life of the animal was gravely compromised. In one case 
the testicle mortified and was eliminated in fragments through 
fistulous openings, but the animal gradually recovered. In 
another the testicle was destroyed in 36 hours and the subject 
died. The fluid from this testicle, inoculated into the con* 
nective tissue of another animal, produced no effects other 
than those noted above when pure culture was used.. M^ 
Arloing made many other experiments and found, in effect- 
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that when the testicle had been deprived of its circulation for 
four, eight or fifteen days, inoculation produced effects 
analogous to the last instance quoted (where the animal died) 
but much less grave, and was without evil sequelae so far as 
the general health and condition of the animal were con- 
cerned. When inoculated testicles were removed and exam- 
ined, on division, the albuginea was found oedematoup and 
thickened, the seminiferous tubules being isolable. A clear 
serosity, charged or mingled with gas and loaded with short 
bacilli, escaped on making the incision. The seminiferous 
tubules presented the classic appearances found following 
emasculation by torsion. Finally, if the inoculation was 
made into a testicle which had been necrobiosed for several 
weeks or months, the effects were imperceptible. '^ To sum 
up," says M. Arloing, ** I found that I had here a specific 
microbe, harmless in healthy tissues, and whose disorganize 
ing properties were manifested in necrobiosed tissues only, 
and in these only at the outset of necrobiosis ; consequently, 
I have ventured to denominate it bacillus heminecrobiphilus,^' 
This communication demonstrates : 1^. That the effects of 
certain microbes depend upon the state of the tissues with 
which they come into contact ; 2^. Certain microbes, ordina- 
rily inoffensive, under suitable surroundings develop patho* 
genie properties and produce specific results. We cannot, 
therefore, be too cautious in passing upon the properties of 
any given microbe. 

OBSTETRICS AND DISEASES OF WOMEN. 

Removal of Tubes and Ovaries for Pelvic Inflamma- 
tion. — There are forms of pelvic inflammation which seem 
to defy almost all therapeutic measures and Dr. B. Bernard 
Brown in considering this subject (^Maryland Medical Journal} 
states that he operated in four cases which recovered. From 
a study of these he concludes : 1^ That pelvic disease accom- 
panied by pain and inflammation often occurs where neither 
tumor nor displacement exists to account for it, and where 
nothing more can be found than tenderness and thickening of 
the tubes. 2^ That disease of the tubes is more common in 
married women or those who have had children or abortions. 
3^ That the ovary is more commonly affected in single women 
and then it is frequently accompanied by defective develop- 
ment in the uterus. 4^ That both of these conditions render 
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the woman, almost necessarily sterile. 5^ That in removal of 
the tubes great care should be taken to remove them as close 
to the uterus as possible, so as to embrace the nerve trunk 
that enters the cornu of the uterus in the angle between the 
round ligament and the tube, which has been proved to have 
a powerful agency in the process of menstruation and in the 
formation of tubal and uterine epithelium. 

Normal Posture of a Parturient Woman. — The subject 
of posture in labor is one which has engaged the attention of 
a number of writers. Dr. A. F. A. King devotes a paper, in 
the American Journal of Obstetrics and Diseases of Women and 
Children, to the question as to what is the normal posture for 
a parturient woman ? While he says that the most prudent 
and truthful answer is, We do not know, he concludes as fol- 
lows : 1^. There is no one posture that can be normal for the 
parturient woman. 2^. The continued maintenance of one 
posture wastes and exhausts the forces of labor, interferes 
with the normal mechanism, and adds to the duration and in- 
tensity of the woman's suffering. 3^. Exactly opposite re- 
eults are produced by proper changes of posture. 4^. The 
indications for change are: instinctive desire for it; arrest of 
the mechanism of labor ; emotional discontent, peevishness 
and despair. 5^. The normal mechanism of labor being at 
present imperfectly understood, and the influence of different 
postures upon this mechanism, during the several stages, of 
the several ** positions," of the several *' presentations " being 
unknown, the selection of given postures for given conditions 
oannot be defined without further study. 

Difficulty in Diagnosing Presentations. — In a paper on 
Curious Complications of Parturition, by W. H. Borham, L. 
R. C. P., M. R. C. S. (Lancet), the author goes on to state 
that a soft and dilatable os,which the fingers are able to expand 
to the diameter of two inches and a-half is not a fully dilated 
OS, and will not always admit of a digital examination suffi. 
cient to explore, and lead one to recognize a facial presenta- 
tion. Young practitioners are often exceedingly embarrassed 
in diagnosing the true presentation of a child (especially in 
a condition of the os such as above stated, where it can be ex- 
panded only two inches and a-half by the fingers), and where 
malformed heads, with swelling on the vertex, with the oc- 
cipital bones divided, and large sulci between them exist. 
Such heads, although presenting naturally, are often mistaken 
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for face presentation. Breech presentations are especially 
apt to be mistaken for such, and sometimes those of shoulder 
prsevia have led one into the same error , and such casei9 do 
not reveal to the accoucheur the real state of things till the os 
has been fully dilated, and it is only then that certainty as to 
the presentation can be detected. A careful manipulation with 
a well-directed and tutored hand, by a skillful and sensitive 
touch upon the structures of the presenting parts, are needful 
to indicate in many occult cases the true presentation of a 
child when the mother is in labor. 

Prevention of Laceration of Perineum in Primiparae. — 
The comparative frequency of this accident in primiparse has 
called forth a paper upon this subject from Dr. David P. 
Gaussen (Dublin Journal of Medical Science) whose means of 
prevention are as follows : M-sAntsAn forced flexion of the head, 
until the whole occiput is born, and the back of the neck dis- 
tinctly felt outside the vulvar orifice, and then let extension 
take place and the head be born. This is best accomplished 
in the following way : — As the perineum and vulvar orifice 
are dilating and the head is about to be born, grasp the occi- 
put with the fingers of the right hand, drawing it down with 
them,while,with the thumb of the same hand, push the frontal 
part upwards and backwards in the direction of the sacrum. 
As the vulvar orifice dilates more and more, continue the 
movement, and at the same time, with the fingers of the left 
hand, draw well up,ofi the occiput,the tissues forming the orifice, 
which will be found to descend more or less on it and with it, 
and thus maintain the head in a condition of forced flexion, 
until the whole occiput rests in the hollow of the right hand 
and the back of the .neck can be felt quite clear, with the fin- 
gers ; then let extension take place and the head be born. By 
this means the vulvar orifice and perineum are only exposed 
to the sub-occipito-frontal diameter, and the sub-occipito-men- 
tal diameter, which is 3} in. These are the smallest diame- 
ters of the foetal cranium. The great advantage of having the 
head born in a condition of complete flexion is thus apparent, 
and it becomes even more so when we consider that the maxi- 
mal circumference of the flexed head is 13 in., while that of 
one measured about the extremities of the occipito-frontal di- 
ameter is 14f in. Thus, in the flexed position the distending 



814 Editorial Dsparthent. [May, 

force is reduced to the least possible, being li inches less than 
that in the extended position, and, therefore, all things being 
equal, the chances of perineal rupture are reduced to a minim- 
um. Of course, a great aid to this method, as it must be to 
every similar method, is to prevent the too rapid expulsion 
of the foetus ; and, therefore, if the pains are very strong, the 
patient should be encouraged to cry out, and, as far as possi- 
ble, to cease from '* bearing down " during those which imme- 
diately precede the birth of the child. Any form of support 
of the perineum is injurious, except in very exceptional 
cases. 

SUBGEBT. 

Removal of a Rifle Bullet from the Chest. — We learn 
from a late issue of the Lancet that Dr. C. B. MacDonald re- 
cently removed a rifle bullet from a man which had been in 
the chest for thirteen years. The case is chiefly remarkable 
from the fact that the bullet had remained in the pleural cav- 
ity for so long a time without setting up pleurisy. It entered 
the back of the shoulder immediately below the spine of the 
scapula, and probably entered the pleural cavity by penetra- 
ting the intercostal muscles. The operation was performed 
with antiseptic precautions, and the wound soon healed. A 
splinter had been removed from the wound of entrance some 
months after the accident, which occurred to the man while 
marking at a rifle range in Beith. The bullet had gravitated 
to the lower part of the chest. 

Intra-Cranial Dermoid Cysts. — The subject of dermoid 
cysts occurring in the cranial cavity, is one which is yet in- 
volved in considerable obscurity, owing to the small number 
of cases observed and verified. The very fact that they are so 
deeply situated militates against facility in making a diagno- 
sis and thus recognizing the condition, and a natural conse- 
quence is that such cases are rarely recorded. Prof. Lanne- 
longue states (France Midicale) that the pathogeny of intra- 
cranial dermoid cysts ofiers an interesting field, more espe- 
cially as it may serve to render more clear the clinical aspects 
by demonstrating that these tumors are situated exclusively 
in the cerebellar fossa. This may, in its turn, permit a diag- 
nosis, and may some day be a guide to surgical treatment. 
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The only rational treatmeDt should be trephioing of the 
skull, followed by extirpation of the tnmor. Aa the seat of 
these cyBte is known, and, in view of the comparative safety 
of the operation, this method could be attempted without the 
fear oi dangerous results. 

A Plantar Spring for the Relief of Fiat-Foot.— One of 
the prominent symptoms accompanying flat-foot is the almost 
constant pain which is present. Dr. A. Sydney Roberts, after 
giving a very good r^sam6 of the varieties and etiology of this 
afiection (Medieal and Surgical Reporter), speaks of a cheap 
and efifeotive arch support which he uses. A glance at figures 
51 and 52 will show the construction of this spring. It is 




Fig. 52. Plantar Spring, 
made of tempered steel and is simply inserted in the shoe. 
Of course, each one is made to fit the patient's foot, the 
elevated portion of the spring, corresponding to the depressed 
arch of the foot, being tempered to the extent required by the 
particular case. The lateral pressure brought to bear by the 
elevated flanges is such, that, while giving support to the 
arch to a certain extent, the artificial arch edeo prevents 
further displacement of the astragalus and scaphoid. 

Potatoes vs. Laparotomy. — We learn from the Interna' 
tional Journal of Surgery that at a meeting of the Imperial 
Society of Physicians in Vienna, Dr. Salzer reported a com- 
munication from Dr. Cameron, of Glasgow, upon the "potato 
cure " first recommended by the Scotch observer. Dr. Cam- 
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eron has used this plan of treatment in several cases of in- 
gestion of large foreign bodies with gratifying success. Salzer 
has also had an opportunity to try the potato cure in the case 
of a boy who had swallowed a brass weight of twenty grammes. 
Potatoe8,cooked in a variety of manners, were fed to the child, 
so as to encourage his appetite. He took them willingly. Af- 
ter five days, the brass weight was compelled to retreat, over- 
whelmed by the constant accessions of reinforcements from 
above, and passed out, leaving the potatoes in possession of 
the field. In the same manner, he treated the ingestion of a 
set of artificial teeth, while in another case a scarf-pin proved 
no match for its farinaceous antagonist. Dr. Salzer believes 
that this form of treatment will subserve a useful purpose in 
many cases in which, up to now, gastrotomy has appeared to 
be the only form of relief available. He also advised the 
members to place no trust in sauer-kraut, which has been rec- 
ommended for the same purpose. Dr. Hochenegg related the 
case of a boy who had swallowed a nail 6 ctm. long, in 1884, 
and had been treated by gastrotomy. He swallowed a simi- 
lar nail two years later, when the potato cure had proved suc- 
cessful. Dr. Billroth spoke of the difficulty which exists in 
the removal of foreign bodies by laparotomy, and was strongly 
in favor of the potato cure. 

Suppression of Urine, caused by ImpacSlion of Calculi 
in both Ureters, relieved by Operation. — Dr. C. H. Balfe 
and Mr. R. J. Godlee furnished particulars of this case to the 
Clinical Society of London (Provincial Med, Jour.). The sub- 
ject, a lady of twenty-six years, had suffered from rheuma* 
tism four years previously, and also from renal colic on both 
sides and hssmaturia. On July 31, 1888, she had an attack 
of renal colic, which passed off, and on August 8 had com« 
plete suppression of urine for fifty-three hours. The left kid- 
ney was exposed in the usual manner, and incised ; very little 
urine escaped, and no stone was found^ but on passing the 
finger down the course of the ureter a small stone was felt 
about two inches below the kidney. The ureter was drawn to- 
wards the wound, and opened by an incision sufficient to allow 
of withdrawal of the stone and a tube was left in the kidney. 
There was an immediate relief of the symptoms. Large 
quantities of urine were passed by the wound, but none by 
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the urethra for three days. On August 13, there was a slight 
attack of right renal colic, and another on the 23. On the 
15^ the tube and stitches were removed, and on the 28 the 
wound was completely healed. On September 3, the right 
kidney was incised, but only a mass of gravel was found in it, 
and no stone was found in the urethra, though it was traced 
down as far as the point where it crosses the iliac vessels. 
Blood appeared in the urine immediately after the operation, 
and also gravel. The bladder was also sounded, but no stone 
was struck. On the following day, a small stone was passed 
per urethram. Between this and the end of October, the pa- 
tient had three attacks of colic, which were rather severe. 
She is now, however, perfectly well. [The case is very similar 
to one reported in the St. Louis Medical and Surgical Jour- 
nal for November, 1888, page 265, by Dr. Waldo M. Briggs. — 
Editors St. L. M. & S. Journal. 
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Atlas of Venereal and Skin Diseases. With Original Text. 
By Prince A. Morrow, A.M., M.D. Fasciculi X, XI and 
XII. [New York : William Wood & Co. 1889. Price $2.00 
per part. Sold by subscription only. 

The three fasciculi which are before us, are, if anything, 
an improvement upon those which have preceded. The text, 
as heretofore^ is excellent. In fact^ Dr. Morrow has acquitted 
himself most creditably in a task the difficulty of which is ap- 
preciated only by those who have undertaken similar work. 
To render the subject of cutaneous diseases intelligible or 
clear is work which requires more than grdinary ability in 
writing and the author has, in our opinion, accomplished his 
object in a manner that is both pleasing and gratifying. 

The plates in fasciculus X comprise (Plate XLVI) eczema 
of palm, psoriasis of palm, and eczema rubrum of leg, the last 
being good. In plate XL VII we have some excellent illustra- 
tions of eczema seborrhoicum made from drawings furnished 
by Unna. The figures representing impetigo figurata (Hardy) 
and impetigo contagiosa (Plate XLVIII) are excellent, while 
pityriasis rubra and dermatitis exfoliativa, shown in plate 
XLIX are fairly good. Plate L gives representations of erup- 
tions from iodide of potassium (Morrow) and from bromide of 
potassium, the former of which is very good. We would have 
expected more representations of the various forms of derma- 
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litis medicamentosa as the author has paid especial attention 
to this subject and as it is one of considerable importance, as 
well as of interest. Plates LI and LII gives representations 
of herpes zoster^herpes febrilis and herpes progenitalis. These 
figures, however, we do not think are up to the average. They 
somehow lack in that peculiar characteristic of herpetic erup- 
tions in Which we see the grouping appearing as a distinctive 
mark, nor do we find the vesicular appearance as graphically 
delineated as it might have been. On the other hand, derma- 
titis herpetiformis (after Robinson) is shown in Plate LIII in 
a manner which leaves little, if anything, to be desired. Plate 
UV shows us pemphigus vulgaris, and foliaceus in a manner 
which will enable the merest tyro to recognize these diseases 
at first glance. Purpura simplex, and thrombotica, are also 
very well represented in plate LV, the latter being, perhaps, 
of a color slightly too bright but not sufficiently so to mar the 
characteristics of the affection. Plate LVI, representing 
psoriasis of the body, and of the hand and arm, from the au- 
thor's collection, is one of the best in the entire work. It is 
at once graphic, true to nature and well executed. It is one 
of the gems of the atlas. Lichen planus (Plate L VII), after 
Robinson, is also represented in a manner which leaves 
nothing to be desired. Lichen ruber is well shown in Plate 
LVIII as well as that rare condition described by Neumann 
under the name of '^ lichen ruber moniliformis." Acne vul- 
li^aris and acne rosacea are fairly well shown In Plate LVIX. 
In Plate LX molluscum epitheliale and verruca senilis are 
delineated. In the former of these the lesions do not at all 
convey a fair impression of the actual condition. In all the 
cases we have seen the moUusca presented the appearance of 
wax and were neither of a reddish hue nor did they possess 
the dark areola shown in the plate. The picture of^ senile 
verruca (from Morrow's collection), on the other hand, is ex- 
cellent and the disease is easily recognizable. 

On the whole, the plates of these three parts are above the 
average and have been judged by us, perhaps, from a higher 
standard tiian is usually expected in works of this character. 

O-D. 

Diseases of the Skin, A Manual for Practitioners and Stu- 
dents. By W. Allan Jamieson, M.D., F.R.C.S. Ed. 8vo. 
fp. 546. With woodcut and eieht colored illustrations. 
Edinburgh: Young J. Pentland. Philadelphia: J. B. 
Lippincott Company. 1888. 

The name of Jamieson is not one that is strange to those 
interested in the studv of skin diseases. His numerous con- 
tributions to dermatology have been of such a character as to 
place him in the front rank of workers in this field of medi- 
cine. It is a question even now as to whether the honors 
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shoald not be divided between Jamieson and McCall Ander- 
son in regard to the representation of Scotch dermatology. 

Under sach circumstances, it was bat natural to expect a 
eood treatise on skin diseases from the former, and he has not 
disappointed us. As the author states in his preface, his en- 
deavor has been to reflect the teaching of the present day, on 
the subjects with which it deals, in the Edinburgh Medical 
School. 

Beginning with a short sketch upon the anatomy of the 
skin, the author proceeds to consider a number of general 
subjects in connection with the etiology and diagnosis of skin 
diseases.^ He recommends Buexley's classification as being 
full, and in the main clear. 

In his enumeration of lesions, he places vesicles and blebs 
in the same category, omits tumors, and adds leathery infiltra- 
tion to the group of secondary lesions. 

The consideration of special diseases is next taken up in a 
manner which is interesting as well as instructive. The clin- 
ical descriptions are excellent, and indicate that they were 
drawn from the author's personal experience. In fact, it is in 
this portion that the chief value of the work lies. We have 
given to us a faithful pen picture of the characteristics of skin 
diseases as observed in the northern part of the British Isles ; 
and while, in the main, similar to those observed in other 
parts of the civilized world, there exist a number of minor 
differences which cannot but attract the attention of those fa- 
miliar with the same diseases in other countries. 

Diagnosis is fully dwelt upon, and treatment is based upon 
the latest advances made in the therapeutic methods of der- 
matology. In the matter of the causation of skin diseases, 
the author follows closely in the footsteps of the American 
school, although he is somewhat conservative in his views. 

A few of his peculiarities of classification consist in 
including moUuscum contagiosum in the functional diseases of 
sebaceous glands, rotheln under the erythemata, etc. The 
exanthemata are not considered in this work, but the cutan- 
eous manifestations of syphilis have the final chapters devoted 
to their consideration. 

Taken all in all, this is a work of which the author and the 
Edinburgh Medical School may be proud. Jamieson has 
shown in this treatise that he is progressive, and anxious to 
contribute to the enlargement of the field of knowledge of 
skin diseases. We cannot speak too highly of his effort, as 
shown in this book, which is a signal success. 

The publishers have also largely contributed to its proper 
presentation by the mechanical perfection displayed in its ty- 
pography. The plates are all excellent, and the only cause of 
regret we have to express in this direction is the great paucity 
of engravings. Pictures are comparatively cheap now-a-days 
and do much to enhance the value of a book. 0-D. 
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Transa<5lions of the Royal Academy of Medicine in Ire- 
land. Vol. VI. Edited by William Thomson, F.R.C.S. 
8vo. pp. 483. [ Dublin : Fannin & Co., Grafton St. 1888. 

The transactions of this association of medical men have 
become most valuable, and the present volume exceeds in in- 
terest those that have preceded it. Great credit is due the 
general secretary for the able manner in which he has edited 
the various papers. The work is handsomely illustrated with 
engravings ana lithographs. There are seventy papers, em- 
bracing the following subjects : Medicine, Surgery, Obstetrics, 
Pathology, State Medicine, and Anatomy and rhvsiology. 

We would note the following as being especially valuable : 
'^ Note on the Relief of Migranous Headache," by Dr. James 
Little. The author has found that in this persistent trouble, 
which is becoming so common among American brain workers, 
he has obtained the best results from twenty grains of sali- 
cylate of sodium given in a wineglass of water, made effer- 
vescing by the addition of a dessertspoonful of citrate of caf- 
fein, immediately on rising in the mornine, and repeated if 
necessary. He also advises the use of the following pill : 

9 Arseniate of Sodium gr. t^. 

Ext. Cannabis Indica gr. i. 

!Ext. Belladonna gr. 4. 

Valerianate of Zinc gr. ij. 

M. Sig. : To be taken after breakfast and dinner. 

Dr. J. F. Knott's paper on the Fever of Over-Exertion is 
also a very valuable one. This paper shows a great deal of 
careful and original research. 

Dr. J. Dallas Pratt, in a paper on Trephining in Mastoid 
and Tympanic Disease, strongly advises the use of the tre- 
phine instead of the chisel and hammer in operations in this 
locality. While his arguments in favor of the trephine carry 
considerable force with them still, in the hands of an expert 
surgeon, we think the chisel and mallet preferable. 

Dr. Charles B. Ball reports a case of successful removal of 
a blood-clot from the interior of the cranium in a patient suf- 
fering from traumatic aphasia. 

A paper of special interest to surgeons is that of Mr. J. S. 
M'Ardle on Enterectomy and Enterorrhaphy. 

The society is in a flourishing condition and has 224 fel- 
lows and 34 members. 

Medical Jurisprudence and Toxicology. By John J. 
Keese, M. D. Second Edition ; 8vo, pp. 646. [Philadel- 
phia: P. Blakiston, Son & Co., 1889. Price, $3.00. 

Within five years this excellent work of Prof. Reese has 
gone through one large edition, and the copy before us marks 
the issuance of a second. The good words which we spoke 
for it on its first appearance are more than merited by this 
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reissue, since not only does it possess all the excellencies of 
the original work, bat contains a very large amoant of addi- 
tional matter which is not only new but good. 

The work, it will be remembered, was written originallv 
as a text-book for students of legal medicine, in which branch 
Prof. Reese had then for nearly a quarter of a century occu- 
pied a prominent place as a teacher, and though condensed as 
much as possible contained all the essentials of such a work. 
Since its issue great advances have been made in several 
directions in this branch of our science, more especially in 
the identification of blood stains, the recognition and isola- 
tion of the ptomaines and in the chemistry of the alkaloids, 
as applied to toxicological investigations. Chapters on all 
of these subjects have been added in the present issue, and 
the subjects brought down to the very latest developments in 
each. Dr. Reese has also added largely to the chapters on 
Suffocation, and in the consideration of Malpractice. 

The book is of a convenient size, well printed on good pa- 
per, and thoroughly indexed. It is sure to meet with a con- 
tinuance of the favor accorded the first edition. 

The Operations of Surgery. .By W. H. A. Jacobson, F.R. 
C. S. Royal 8vo. pp. 1006 with one hundred and ninety- 
nine illustrations. [Philadelphia, Pa. : P. Blakiston, Son & 
Co. 1889.' Price $5.00. 

Mr. Jacobson, of whose fame as a surgeon it is not neces- 
sary to remind our readers, says in his preface that this work is 
'^ the outcome of a strong belief" which he had held for many 
years ^' that a work on operative surgerv which aimed at be- 
ing more comprehensive in scope and fuller in detail than those 
already published, would be of service to practitioners and 
students." In carrying out this idea the author has made a 
book of wonderful fulness of detail and perspecuity in descrip- 
tion, and while we cannot admit that it is any more complete 
than the great work of late Professor Gross, it certainly is, 
with this exception, the most comprehensive work of the sort 
ever issued in any language. 

It differs, too, from any work with which we are acquaint- 
ed in the directness with which every subject is attacked, and 
in the rational system which has been followed in the arrange- 
ment of subjects. Every superfluous word is eliminated, and 
every one that is retained is made to do good service. After 
a short preface of a dozen lines and a table of contents, we 
open directly to Part I — Operations on the upper extremity 
— Chap^ I, Operations on the hand. Amputation of Fingers. 
Then a side head — Practical Anatomical Points, and we are in 
the midst of the subject I In the text the author is not less 
concise and direct. Without another word, for instance, after 
the side heading above given we read ''I. Position of joints 
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(Fig. 1). This has to be remembered (a) in front, (b) behind," 
and then follows a brief summary of what must oe remem- 
bered with an engraving illustrative of the remarks. 

In this manner the entire domain of surgery is gone through. 
The engravings are extraordinarily good and clear — so good 
and so clear in many instances as scarcely to need a text to 
make the subject clear even to a layman. 

The book is thoroughly well gotten up in every way, well 
printed, carefully indexed (though we do not admure the style 
of indexmg resorted to) and well bound. We can conceive of 
no more useful and valuable book than this to the young sur- 
geon and especially to the general practitioner in small towns 
or in the country where resort can not be had to skilled sur- 
geons, and where emergencies are constantly arising which 
make the physician, for the nonce, play the part of the sur- 
geon. 

Medical and Surgical Monographs. Vol. I, No. 3. Con- 
tents : Neurasthenia and its Treatment, bv Db. H. von 
ZiEMSSEN ; Antipyresis and Antipyretic Methods of Treat- 
ment, by H. VON ZiEMSSEN : The Tongue as an Indication 
of Disease^ by Db. W. H.. Dickinson; On the Treatment 
of Cystic Goitre, by T. H. Hovell, F. R. C. S.; New Reme- 
dies, from 1878 to 1888, by Dr.C.CAUQUiL. Index for Vol. 
I. 8vo. pp. 627-773. [New York: William Wood & Co. 
1889. Price, per part $1.00. 

This part concludes the first volume of the monographs. 
The^ have made a palpable hit as was naturally to be expected 
in view of the superior class of reading matter which has been 
supplied at such a small price. A title page, table of contents 
and index are furnished, thus enabling the possessor of these 
parts to bind them in a nandsome volume. 

While all the papers in the present part are excellent, 
Dickinson's Tongue as an Indication of Disease is the most 
valuable, perhaps. It has been regarded as a classic work in 
England for some time, and in its reproduction all the colored 
plates illustrative of the microscopical appearances are re- 
produced. Hovell's paper on cystic goitre is short and prin- 
cipally confined to the relation of a successful case. Ziems- 
sen's papers both, are excellent, especially that on Antipyresis. 
A valuable though rather short paper is the last one, devoted 
to a summary of the new remedies which have appeared dur- 
ing the last decade. In this Dr. Canquil has condensed all 
the more important points connected with the chemistry, 
therapeutic efiects and dosage of some thirty-five remedies. 
These agents are arranged alphabetically so as to facilitate 
ready reference. 

The typography is excellent and the mechanical execution 
is far above the average of even more pretentious works. 
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Transactions of the Association of American Physicians. 
—Third Session held at Washington, D. C, Sept. 18-20, 
1888. 8vo. pp. 404. [Philadelphia : Printed for the Asso- 
ciation . 1889. 

We have had occasion to review the two former volumes 
of Transactions issued by this Association and they were both 
good. The third volume, now before us, however, surpasses 
by far the former ones in point of merit. There are twenty- 
five papers contained in this volume, all of which are excellent 
and above the general standard. The President's Address 
on the Relations of Scientific to Practical Medicine (by W. H. 
Draper) is a scholarly effort containing much that can be read 
with profit. 

One of the most interesting papers is that by Dr. A. Jacobi 
entitled '* Contributions to the Anatomy and Pathology of the 
Thymus Celand." It is illustrated by fourteen well-executed 
plates, printed in an artistic manner. Dr. George M. Stem- 
berg's paper on the ** Etiology of Yellow Fever " jb also illus- 
trated by a well executed plate. 

As a rule, all the papers contained in these Transactions are 
short and to the point, and this is one feature which will 
recommend them to the average reader of medical literature. 
The general field of medical practice and pathology is pretty 
well covered. Among the papers which are noteworthy for 
their excellence we may mention that on '^ Disturbances of the 
Heart-Rhythm, with Reference to their Causafion and their 
Value in Diagnosis," by Dr. G. Baumgarten. 

The work is well executed both in a literary and mechani- 
cal manner. The typography is unexceptional and the Asso- 
ciation may well be proud of the Transactions which it issues. 

The Year Book of Treatment for 1889. Being a Critical 
Review of the Practice of Medicine and Surgery during 
1888. Small 8vo. pp. 344. [Phila.: Lea Bros. & Co. 1889. 
Price $1.25. 

While this little volume is indeed an index rerum or vade 
mecum, so far as it goes, yet we think that it is given too much 
to tiie worship of the East and Eastern countries. Nearly all 
the excerpts a.re taken from journals other than those published 
in America. 

The editorial work has been well done and nothing super- 
flous has been published. The classification and arrangement 
of the various subjects is most excellent. At a glance the 
*'busy practitioner" can learn the advances made in the 
treatment of different affections, so far as European savants 
are concerned, but with the exception of a favored few, no 
mention is made of the many and valuable articles written by 
members of the American profession. Especially is this the 
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more striking as, while we may grant the European members 
of the profession a greater theoretical knowledge of medicine 
and surgery, yet the American mind has ever been more prac- 
tical^ and adaptive to the treatment of various diseased condi- 
tions of the human body. It would be a difficult task to con- 
dense within the pages of this little book the truly valuable 
and original contributions that have been published in Amer- 
ica during the year 1888. 



Citerarg Hotes. 

The Texas Courier-Record of Medicine, formerly ed- 
ited by Dr. W. B. Brooks, is now in possession of an additional 
editor, Dr. C. M. Rosser. 

The Memphis Medical Monthly has adopted a new and 
tastily designed title page. This journal looks much better 
typographically now than it has for some time past. 

The Annales de la Polyclinique de Bordeaux, which is 
issued twice a year, has just appeared. It is devoted to a review 
of the interesting cases occurring in the Bordeaux polyclinic, 
in which diseases of the throat, larynx, ear and nose, genito- 
urinary, and skin are treated. 

The St. Louis Polyclinic is one of the latest additions to 
medical literature. No. I, Vol. I, is dated April 1, 1889, and 
is an octavo of 24 pages. It is edited by Dr. L. A. Turnbull 
in conjunction with the faculty of the St. Louis Post-Graduate 
School of Medicine, and is published in the interests of that 
institution. 

Books Received. — Diseases of the Skin. A Manual for 
Practitioners and Students. By W. Allan Jamieson, M. D., 
F.R.C.P. Ed. 8vo. pp. 546. With wood cut and eight col- 
ored engravings. [Edinburgh : Young J. Pentland. Phila- 
delphia: J. B. Lippincott Company. 1888. — A Clinical Atlas 
of Venereal and Skin Diseases including Diagnosis, Prognosis 
and Treatment, by Robert W. Taylor, A.M., M.D. Parts V 
and VI. [Philadelphia : Lea Brothers and Co. 1889. 

The Psychic Life of Micro-Organisms. — This is the 
title of a remarkable study in experimental psychology by 
Alfred BInet, the collaborator of Fere and Ribot, and well- 
known as the most eminent representative of the French 
School of Pychology, and who has here presented us the 
most important results of recent investigations in the world of 
micro-organisms. Briefly summed up, Mr. Binet's ideas are 
that psychological phenomena begin among the very lowest 
classes of beings ; they are met with in every form of life from 
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the simplest cell to the most complicated organism. The 
author contests the theory of the distinguished English 
scientist, Prof. George J, Romanes^ who assims the first ap- 
pearance of the various psychical and mental faculties to dif- 
ferent stages or periods in the scale of zoological development. 
The translation by Thos. McCormick is a very good one, and 
the Open Court Publishing Company of Chicago has put the 
little volume out in a very attractive manner. Price in cloth, 
75 cents ; paper, 50 cents. 

International Pocket Medical Formulary. — Under this 
name Dr. C. Sumner Witherstine, of Germantown (Philadel- 
phia), well known as associate editor of the Annual of the 
Medical Sciences, has issued a very handy and valuable book 
of formula for the physician's pocket. It is about three 
inches wide by six or seven inches long and five-eighths of an 
inch in thickness, bound in morocco, with a flap and pocket, 
and step-indexed alphabetically. The diseases are arranged 
in alphabetical order, from Abortion to Yellow fever, and 
under each heading is given appropriate formulae, the '^ favo- 
rite prescription " of •eminent and successful practitioners. 
Blank leaves are inserted every three or four pages for memo- 
randa, new prescriptions, etc. Besides the formulary the 
book contains a posological table, tables for hypodermic 
medication, pulse, thermometry, etc., with a fund of infor- 
mation concerning diagnosis, examinations (medico-legal, 
post-mortem, etc.), urinalysis, etc. It is published by 
F. A. Davis, Philadelphia; price, $2.00. 

Pamphlets Received. — Periodicals. Transactions and 
Reports in the Library of the New York Academy of Medi- 
cine. Parti. United States and Great Britain; The Ques- 
tion of Interfering with the Abscesses of Hip Disease, by A. 
B. Judson, M. D. (Reprinted from The New York Medical 
Jouri^al for March 2, 1889.) ; Annual Announcement of Cooper 
Medical College, San Francisco. Session of 1889 ; Annual 
Report of Morse Dispensary of Cooper Medical College for 
1888; Eleventh Annual Report of the Presbvterian Eye, Ear 
and Throat Charity Hospital, Baltimore, Ma. ; Treatment of 
Glycosuria, by Charles W. Purdy, M. D. (Reprinted from the 
Journal of the Am. Med, -4««., March 30, 1889.) ; The Debt of 
Medical and Sanitary Science ■ to Synthetical Chemistry, by 
Samuel P. Sad tier. Ph. D. (Presented with Compliments of 
Bullock and Crenshaw, Phila.); Preliminary Report to the 
Illinois State Board of Health on the Water Supplies of Illi- 
nois and the Pollution of its Streams, by John IT. Ranch, M. 
D., Secretary. 1889. 

The Comparative Danger to Life of the Alternating and 
Continuous Electric Currents, by Harold P. Brown, Electrical 
Engineer ; Reports on the Physical Condition of the Police 
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Force of St. Louis made to the Board of Police Gommisioners, 
by Geo. Homan, M. D., Medical Examiner. (Illustrated with 
charts.) By Authority of the Board ; Annual Report of the 
Humane Society of Missouri for the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals ; Twentieth Annual Announcement and Catalogue of 
the Medical Department of Howard University , Washington, D. 
C, Session 18b7-88 ; Transactions of the Association of Amer- 
ican Physicians. Third Session held at Washington, D. C, 
Sept. 18, 19 and 20, 1888. Vol. III. 8vo. pp. 404.— Wood^s 
Medical and Surgical Monographs. Vol. I. No. 3. March, 1889. 
Contents : Neurasthenia and its Treatment, by Dr. H. Von 
Ziemssen ; Antipyresis and Antipyretic Methods of Treatment, 
by Dr. H. Von Ziemssen ; The Tongue as an Indication of 
Disease, by W. H. Dickinson: On the Treatment of Cystic 
Goitre, by T. M. Hovell, P.R.C.S.; New Remedies, from 1878 
to 1888, by Dr. C. Cauquil. 



ZHelange. 

Professor Perrond, of the Faculty of Medicine of Lyons 
died recently. 

M. Pasteur, has been created a baron by the Emperor of 
Austria, for distinguished services. 

Dr. Palmer Howard, one of Canada's most distinguished 
physicians, died in Montreal last month. 

Dr. V. A. Leon Legouest, of Paris, died lately at Paris, 
aged 68. He was a very prominent surgeon, occupying a 
high position in military circles. 

The Kentucky State Medical Society will hold its next 
annual meeting at Richmond May 8 to 10. The usual reduc- 
tions have been secured from railroads and hotels. 

The District Medical Society of Central Illinois will 
hold its annual meeting at Pana, April 30. A number of 
good papers are promised and a large attendance is expected. 

Edwin Chadwick, the well-known English sanitarian^ has 
been knighted by the queen. He has passed his ninetieth 
year and is still actively devoted to the cause of sanitation. 

Chevreul the veteran scientist, has been gathered to his 
fathers. Although a centenarian, he was in the full posses- 
sion of his faculties and, in spite of his years, his demise has 
been looked upon as premature. 
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Dr. Gowers, of London, is comparatively a young man 
yet. Still the claims of his private practice are such that he 
has tendered his resignation of the chair of clinical medicine 
in University College, London. 

" . The German Gynaecological Society will hold its third 
Congress at Freiburg, June 12-14. The subjects for discus- 
sion at this meeting will be : Anto-infection, the Treatment of 
extra<uterine Pregnancy and, in addition, a number of papers 
will be read. 

The Continental Anglo-American Medical Society was 
organized in Paris on March 14, last. The membership is 
limited to British and American physicians residing abroad. 
The first general meeting will take place in Paris on Monday, 
Sept. 30, 1889. 

The Convention for the Revision of the U. S. Pharma- 
copceia will assemble in Washington, D. C, at noon of May 
7, 1890. This will be the regular decennial meeting. Every 
incorporated medical or pharmaceutical college, association, 
or society desiring to be represented in this convention should 
send its corporate title and a list of its officers to Dr. Robert, 
Amory, care of B^oston Medical Library, 19 Boylston Place, 
Boston. 

The Following Item has gone the rounds pretty thor- 
oughly : '' The Westnik ssudebnoi mediciny i obschtscheitwennoi 
gigieny, hitherto published as a journal of forensic medicine 
and public hygiene, announces that it will hereafter be a 
journal of general medicine, and its title will be changed to 
Westnik obschtschestwennoi gigieny^ ssudebnoi i praktitscheskoi 
mediciny. ^^ We are glad the change has been made and 
would have announced it earlier, but we could get no confirma- 
tion of this importrnt bit of news. 

The British Gynaecological Society adopted the follow- 
ing resolution at a recent meeting: 

'' In the opinion of the Council it is highly detrimental to 
the interests of the British Oynsecological Society that its 
Fellows should advertise their medical works, or allow them 
to be advertised, in the lay press." 

The resolution was moved by Mr. Lawson Tait, seconded 
by Dr. Bantock, and adopted unanimously. 
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The New York Maternity Hospital has had a small ex- 
citement lately. It appears that the hoase physician and a 
student of the New York College of Physicians and Surgeons 
exchanged blows. The matter is to be investigated by the 
faculty of the college. As is always usual in such matters 
there are two sides to the case, each one telling a different 
story. 

Death of Dr. Duane B. Simmons. — Dr. Duane B. Sim- 
mons died at T6ki6, Japan, on February 19th, last. He was 
born in Milan, Dutchess Co., N. Y., August 13, 1832. He has 
been a resident of Japan ever since that country was thrown 
open to foreign intercourse. In 1868 he became Government 
Medical Director and Instructor and organized the first 
hospital service. He was the author of a valuable monograph 
on "Beri-beri." 

Atlanta's City Hospital has the appearance of soon be- 
coming a reality. A number of corporations arid private in- 
dividuals have promised to contribute liberally to support 
such an institution. Strenuous efforts are being made to obtain 
the necessary funds to start with. The city council has made 
an appropriation of $10,000 for this purpose and further recom- 
mends appropriating an equal amount the each next two suc- 
ceedmg years. 

Good Advice.— We learn from the Canada Medical Record 
that a ^' doctor in Liverpool has recently written to the press 
complaining that a prescription which he gave to a patient 
was being used by that patient to cure a great number of his 
friends. He told the man, who was a carpenter, that it was 
just as unfair to lend his prescription as it would be for the 
doctor to borrow the joiner's tools and lend them to his friends. 
He suggested that the proper way for the patient to do was to 
send these sick people to him. The moral he deduces is, that 
doctors should not give prescriptions to patients. If the doctor 
does not dispense, he should send the patient with the pre- 
scription, under cover, to a chemist, who should have instruc- 
tions not to deliver a copy of it to the patient unless specially 
ordered to do so." We have all suffered in this manner and 
have tried to remedy it by enjoining the pharmacist to neither 
refill nor furnish a copy of the prescription. Yet even this is 
disregarded by many. 
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Death of Professor Donders. — Professor Francois Cor- 
nelius Donders died at the Hague on March 24th, last, aged 
70. A graduate of the military medical, school of Utrecht, he 
afterwards filled the chair of Physiology and Histology in the 
University of Utrecht. His favorite subject was ophthalmology, 
upon which he contributed numerous valuable articles. He 
was regarded as one of the leading oculists in Europe, having 
devoted many years to this, his chosen branch of medicine. 

Death of Dr. Samuel W. Gross. — It is with feelings of 
sorrow that we are called upon to chronicle the death of Dr. 
Samuel Weissil Gross, Professor of the Principles of Surgery, 
and of Clinical Surgery Jefferson Medical College. He died 
of pneumonia in Philadelphia, April 16, aged fifty-three. 
Dr. Gross was one of the leading surgeons of Philadelphia and 
was an acknowledged authority on genito-urinary surgery and 
on tumors of the female breast. He was a man who with gen- 
erous impulses united the learning and skill of a master. 
Despite the overshadowing influence of his father, he had suc- 
ceeded in thoroughly individualizing himself, and his untimely 
demise will be learned with regret by all who have been so for 
tunate as to enter into personal relations with him. 

Sudden Death after Parturition. — At a meeting of the 
Hunterian Society, of London, Dr. Burke related a case (^Pro- 
vincial Med, Jour.) in which the patient, aprimipara, set. forty, 
had a difficult labor November 24, with instrumental delivery. 
On the fourth day the temperature rose to 102^, but subsided 
two days later. She progressed favorably until December 9, 
when symptoms of lobar pneumonia suddenly developed at 
the right base ; this resolved under treatment without leaving 
any trace. December 18, having eaten a good dinner 
and to all appearances being perfectly healthy, she was seized 
suddenly with a violent pain in the cardiac region, and expired 
at once. 

''Koch's Nutrient Gelatin Medicine." — Perhaps no 
better illustration of the haphazard way in which a certain 
class of medical and so-called scientific journals are edited, 
oould be furnished, than is given in the paragraph with the 
above heading that is now going the rounds. The paragraph 
was probably originally written *' nutrient gelatin medium,^' 
but the printer converted medium into medicine wherever it 
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occarred. Being of a convenient 8ize as a '^ filler," and hav- 
ing a scientific look about it (though ** not so d d scientific 

as you might suppose/' as the boy said in the well-kno^n 
story)^ the item has been scissored from one journal to 
another, '^medicine and all," and has done yeoman service 
for months. 

Medical Legislation in Canada. — It appears that legis- 
lators in Canada are worthy confreres of their brethren in the 
United States. The Montreai Medical Journal informs us that 
the '' £ill introduced by Mr. Lynch to allow possessors of the 
B. A. degree to proceed with their professional studies without 
further preliminary examination has been rejected by the 
Legislative Council, after having passed the Legislative 
Assembly. It is now many years since Sir William Dawson 
first pointed out the great injustice suffered by the universities 
of this Province in excluding their graduates from privileges 
granted in every other civilized country. The end of this 
blind and ignorant opposition cannot now be far away. The 
sooner this is recognized by our legislators the better for all 
concerned." 

Starving State Boards of Health. — There is no method 
so efficient to bring recalcitrant individuals to terms as starva- 
tion ; and there is no more effectual means of killing them 
than by the same method. It is some years since the Mis- 
sour ilegislature struck the State Board of Health off the 
appropriation bill, and it has languished ever since exist- 
ing almost only in name. Now comes the Illinois Legislature 
which has developed a decided hostility toward the State 
Board of Health, at least in the House of Bepresentatives. It 
proposes to deprive the Board of any support of a financial 
character, and also to strike out Section 11, of the Medical 
Practice Act, relative to itinerant medicine vendors. In fact, 
the legislature believes that if people want to be humbugged 
they should have that privilege, and if they want to be swin- 
dled they should be given the opportunity. 

The American Physiological Society offers a prize of 
$200 for the best research or researches bearing on one or 
more of the subjects stated below, viz : " The rate of trans- 
mission of nerve impulses, afferent and efferent, and the 
duration of reflex and reaction time in the higher animals. 
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especially man ; also the conditions, normal and patholog- 
ical, which alter such rates and times." The competition is 
limited to residents of North America, and the prize will be 
awarded for original work done after January 1, 1889. The 
Council reserves the following rights : to withhold the prize 
if, in its opinion, no research presented is sufficiently worthy ; 
to award only a part of the prize if, in its belief, a research, 
though meritorious, does not deserve the whole ; to divide 
the prize between two or more candidates in ratios which 
seem to it just; and if it think it desirable, to require a com- 
petitor to demonstrate his experiments to a committee 
appointed by the Council. For the present, communications 
concerning prize should be addressed to H. Newell Martin, 
Sec'y, Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, Md. 

Kansas State Medical Society. — The next meeting of 
this Association will be held in Topeka, Kas., as we learn 
from the Secretary, Dr. John E. Minney, on May 7-9. The 
following roads have agreed to transport the members at the 
rate of one and one-third fare for the round trip, on the cer« 
tificate plan, this rate including the wives of members : 

Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe R. R.; Burlington & Mis- 
souri River R. R.; Chicago, Kansas & Nebraska Ry.; Chicago, 
Kansas ft Western R. R.; Chicago, St. Paul, Minn. & Omaha 
Ry.; Denver, Memphis & Atlantic Ry.; Fort Scott, Wichita 
& Western Ry.; K. C, Ft. Scott & Memphis R. R.; Kingman, 
Pratt & Western R. R.; Missouri Pacific Ry.; St. Joseph & 
Grand Island R. R.; Southern Kansas Ry.; Union Pacific Ry.; 
Wichita & Colorado Ry.; Wichita & Western R. R. 

The American Medical Association will hold its For- 
tieth Annual Meeting at Newport, R. I., June 25 to 28. We 
learn from the '* ofi&cial notice '' of the Committee of Arrange- 
ments that '^ the Association having departed from its usual 
custom of convening in the chief cities, by deciding to meet 
the present year at a simple watering place that, despite its 
repute, is without certain of the resources hitherto relied 
upon, the Committee of Arrangements ask in advance for the 
kind consideration of the multitude of physicians whom they 
trust soon to welcome. A fact or two in this connection may 
perhaps be stated. Ordinarily a great many local medical 
men are appointed to aid the Arrangements' Committee, and 
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thereby the duties of each are rendered less onerous. In the 
present instance, of the eighteen names fifteen comprise the 
sum total of the resident (regular) physicians of Newport, 
while the remaining three are dental practitioners. The com- 
mittee is therefore this time absolutely ' of the whole.' Of 
its number but a single one has ever been a member of the 
Association, or even attended a meeting. All who comprise it 
are, however, heartily in accord, and will do their best, trust- 
ing that their good will may make amends for their lack of 
previous experience." 

Illinois State Medical Society. — We have been informed 
by Dr. T. M. Cullimore, the local secretary, that the railroad 
fares to the next meeting of the above association, to be held 
at Jackson ville^ 111., May 21-23, will be one and one-third 
regular rates for the round trip, on the certificate plan. The 
following roads have agreed to this schedule : 

Chicago & Alton R. B.; Chicago & Northwestern R. R.; 
Chicago, Burlington & Northern R. R.; Chicago, Burlington & 
QuincyR. R.; Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul R. R.; Chi- 
cago, Rock Island & Pacific R. R.; Chicago, St. Paul & Kansas 
R. R.; Chicago, Santa Fe & California R. R.; Illinois Central 
R. R.; Rock Island t Peoria R. R.; Wisconsin Central Lines 
R. R.; Wabash R. R.; Jacksonville Southeastern R. R. 

The above rates apply to physicians' wives. 

Death from a Barnes' Dilator. — We learn from the 
Peoria Medical Monthly that a young medical man of the 
homoeopathic persuasion, residing in Peoria, has become the 
means of causing an unqualified condemnation of that useful 
appliance known as '' Barnes' Uterine Dilator." Being called 
to a case of labor, for some reason unknown he proceeded to 
dilate the os uteri with a Barnes' dilator, the instrument 
burst and the woman died in a moment. It is said that the 
cause of death was the entrance of air into the placental sin- 
uses, although how this conclusion was reached we do not un- 
derstand, as the child was unborn and the membranes intact; I 
besides we believe the post mortem was not extended to an 'I 
examination of the heart. But be that as it may, the accident )| 
was the occasion of a coroner's inquest being called, and after 
hearing the evidence a verdict was arrived at to the effect that 
the ^' patient died through an accidental breaking of a Barnes' 
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Dilator, which instrument is entirely unsafe, and its farther 
use by physicians is condemned. '^ Woe to the next man who 
is bold enough to use Barnes' Dilator. 

Sections of the American Medical Association. — Those 
who intend to read papers are requested to send word as soon 
as possible to the chairman of the proper section. The sec- 
tions and officers are as follows : 

Practice of Medicine, etc. — P. C. Shattuck, Boston, Mass., 
Chairman; G. A. Fackler, Cincinnati, 0., Secretary. 

Surgery and Anatomy. — N. P. Dandridge, Cincinnati, 0., 
Chairman; W. 0. Roberts, Louisvilly, Ky., Secretary. 

Obstetrics and Diseases of Women, — W. H. Wathen, Louis- 
ville, Ky., Chairman; A. B. Carpenter, Cleveland, 0., Secre- 
tary. 

State Medicine, — J. Berrien Lindsley, Nashville, Tenn., 
Chairman; S. T. Armstrong, U. S. Marine Hospital, New 
York, Secretary. 

Ophthalmology. — Geo. E. Frothingham, Ann Arbor, Mich. 
Chairman; G. C. Savage, Nashville, Tenn., Secretary. 

Laryngology and Otology. — W. H. Daly, Pittsburgh, Pa., 
Chairman; E. Fletcher Ingals, Chicago, 111., Secretary. 

Diseases of Children. — J. A. Larrabee, Louisville, Ky., 
Chairman; C. J. Jennings, Detroit, Mich., Secretary. 

Medical Jurisprudence. — W.Kiernan, Chicago, Ills., Chair- 
man; T. C. Evans, Baltimore, Md., Secretary. 

Dermatology and Syphilography. — L. Duncan Bulkley, N. 
Y., Chairman ; W. T. Corlett, Cleveland, Ohio, Secretary. 

Oral and Dental Surgery. — F. H. Rehwinkle, Chillicothe, 
0., Chairman; E. S. Talbot, Chicago, 111., Secretary. 

Notice to Exhibitors. — Intending exhibitors at the com- 
ing meeting of the American Medical Association should ad- 
dress Dr. Chas. A. Brackett, Newport, R. I., Chairman Sub- 
Committee upon Exhibitors. The following classes of appli- 
cations will be entertained. 1^ Medical books and stationary, 
charts and diagrams, busts, portraits, engravings, photographs, 
etc. 2^ Hospital and ambulance plans and models. 3^ Surgi- 
cal instruments and supplies, general and special (gynsecic, 
obstetric, orthopedic, laryngeal, otic, ophthalmic, dental, etc.) 
4^ Microscopes, analysis outfits, and electro-galvanic appara- 
tus. 5^ Pharmaceutic products. 6® Rubber goods applicable 
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to medicine and surgery. 7^ Invalid furniture. 8*^ Invalid 
foods. 9^ Sanitary appliances, as ventilators, filters, w. c. 
basins, traps, and similar necessities, and disinfectants. 
Choice of space will be given in accordance with the date of 
application. Applicants should state the character of their 
proposed exhibits, that they may be assigned to their respec- 
tive groups. The Sub-Committee reserve the right of rejec- 

tion, in case of apparent reason. 

Horatio R. Storer, M. D. 

Chairman Committee of Arrangements, 

Some Tall Spelling. — Dr. Thos. Featherstonhaugh writes 
as follows to the Albany Medical Annals: In looking over 
medical *' certificates of disability " sent to. one of the govern- 
ment departments in Washington, I was appalled by the 
vagaries of spelling exhibited by our medical brethren. As a 
remarkable instance of what medical ingenuity can do in this 
direction, I enclose sixty two spellings of the word '* ptery- 
gium," no two of which are alike, and no one is correct. Each 
of these words was written by a *' board" of three graduates 
in medicine whose names and addresses are appended to the 
certificate. I consider this collection of words to be a remark- 
able curiosity in medical literature. Thirty-four of these al- 
leged spellings have already appeared in the American Journal 
of Ophthalmology. 



Terrigeum. 

Terigium. 

Terygerum. 

Teryguim. 

Terrigerum. 

Tterygim. 

Terrigium. 

Plural Forms, 
Pteregumi. 
Pterygima. 
Ptegruggie. 
Ptrygii. 
Pterrygii. 
Pteregyi. 
Phrygia. 

Mixed Membership in Medical Societies. — The Cincin- 
nati correspondent of the American Lancet says : How refining 
it is for men and women to dwell together in medical societies I 
At a recent meeting of the Academy a report was made by a 
gentleman on the radical cure of hernia. At the close he 
wished to show three male patients on whom he had operated 



Ptyterigium. 

Ptyrigion. 

Phrygium. 

Pteerygiam. 

Ptyrigium. 

Purygium. 

Pteregium. 

Ptyregium. 

Peterygium. 

Ptererygium. 

Pterigium. 

Ptey^ium. 

Pterrigum. 

Ptyrrigim. 

Pterregium. 

Pterygum. 



Pterygrum. 

Pteryrigium. 

Ptrygium. 

Pterygeon. 

Ptergium. 

Ptreygium. 

Ptregyium. 

Pterigyum. 

Ptyerigium. 

Pterrygium. 

Pteregyum. 

Ptyregegim. 

Pterrigium. 

Pturigrim. 

Pteryguim. 

Ptorygiunn. 



Ptirigium. 

Pterygium. 

Ptrigium. 

Ptryrigium. 

P terygerum. 

Ptyrxgium. 

Ptrigeian. 

Ptriguim. 

Ptirygieum. 

Ptergyum. 

Pteygeum. 

Ptyurgrum. 

Styrrigium. 

Sterygium. 

Turgeum. 

Tergeum. 
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BacceBsfuUy. Two **lady doctresses" werepresent and the men 
positively refused to exhibit themselves till the ladies absented 
themselves. The president descended from his chair and 
asked the ladies to be kind enough to retire, which they did. 
It seems that one of these ladies took offense at being deprived 
of her inalienable rights, and had the courage immeaiately 
after the reading of the minutes to take the bull by the horns 
and demand why this was thus. The president blushed clear 
to the roots of his hair, which by the by is a long way, and 
tried to satisfy the lady with an evasive answer, which was 
rendered all the more transparent by the diffidence with 
which it was given. This, instead of proving a mollifier, turned 
out to be more of the nature of a red rag and the onset was 
more terrible than ever. The lady asked the president with 
renewed emphasis why she was required to withdraw. One 
gentleman remarked that he thought this a very unfair request 
to make of a lady, and condemned the practice even on the 
part of men on account of its bad results, sotto voce. The 
president, after several rather unfortunate and painful at- 
tempts, told the doctress that the patients positively refused 
to exhibit themselves unless the ladies absented themselves. 
The lady still remained unsatisfied and said if women were not 
allowed all the privileges of the Academy she thought they 
should pay only two dollars annual dues instead of three. 
She also supposed the ladies would be excluded from a supper 
which was talked of by some of the members. Truly such 
matters are very elevating. How would it do to have a female 
branch of the Academy and avoid such unpleasantness ? 



Cecal Znebtcal ^natters. 

Dr. E. S. Smith, formerly senior assistant physician at 
the City Hospital, is now filling the position of assistant 
superintendent vice Dr. Lewis resigned. 

Dr. Bransford Levels, for many years connected with 
the City Hospital and lately assistant superintendent, has 
severed his connection with that institution. He is now en- 
gaged in private practice and is located in the Commercial 
Building. 

Hospital Appointments. — The following are the City 
Hospital appointments for the coming year : Drs. Elsworth S. 
Smith, C. F. Hersman and Greenfield Sluder, paid assistants ; 
Drs. Frank A. Winter, T. C. Witherspoon, F. G. Nifong, J. G. 
Moore, Given Campbell, John M. Grant, Jos. P. Fitzpatrick: 
and H. Fromson, internes. 

The following are the internes at the Female Hospital. 
Prs. W. P. Rowland, W. C. Mardorf, and F. Walter. 
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Marriage of Dr. J. H. Mclntyre. — Dr. John H. Mcln- 
tyre, the well-known surgeon; was married, Wednesday, 
April 24, at Holy Communion church in this city, to Miss 
Florence Lee, daughter of Mr. Edward Lee. The happy 
couple left shortly after the ceremony on a bridal tour to the 
Pacific Coast. Both Dr. Mclntyre and the bride have hosts 
of friends who wish them all the happiness and good fortune, 
and in the wish the Editors of the St. Louis Medical and 
Surgical Journal most sincerely and heartily join. 

Death of Dr. George Standage. — Dr. George Standage 
died at the St. Louis Mullanphy Hospital on Monday, April 
8, after an illness lastine two months. The cause of his death 
was pneumonia, which ne had contracted through exposure. 
He was b^n at Rouse's Point, N. Y., in 1850, where his 
mother ana brother still reside. He graduated at the St. 
Louis Medical College in 1887, and was on the road to success 
when overtaken by death. 

The following resolutions were adopted at a meeting of the 
St. Louis Medical College Alumni Association : 

Whereas : It has pleased Almighty Providence to remove 
from our ranks our friend and coalumnus, Dr. George Standage; 

Therefore : Be it resolved : That we desire to express our 
heartfelt sorrow and regret at his having been cut off at the 
beginning of his career of usefulness ; 

That we desire to bear witness to those qualities which 
endeared him to those who knew him ; 

That these resolutions be entered upon the records of the 
Association and copies transmitted to the local medical press 
and to the bereaved family. 

Why they won't marry in Months without an R. — 
" You see '? — said a prominent local railway surgeon, who was 
explaining to one of the editors of the Journal why he would 
not be present at the coming convention of his brother '* rail- 
roaders " — *' You see, it all comes of a foolish little supersti- 
tion that prevails among the ladies about months with an 'R' 
in them. I wanted to put it off until after the convention was 
over, but she wouldn't have it, unless it was put off until Sep- 
tember, and I couldn't stand that!" *^ Superstition about 
months with an *R' in them ? " asked the editor; *' what do 
you mean?" **Well," faltered the R. R. Surgeon, "you 
know, or you ought to know, that no well-regulated lady in 
these parts will get married, if she can help it, in a month 
that has no R in it. I don't know the reason; but it's so." 
** Oh," said the scribe, ** I see I The groom canH get oysters in 
the months without an R ! " He was going on to explain that 
eggs, raw beef, chocolate and fluid extract of damiana might 
compensate for the lack of the roborant bivalve, but the ex- 
pectant groom was gone. 
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Antiseptic Midwifery.* By W. B. Dobsett, M. D., Super- 
intendent of Female Hospital, St. Louis. 

The object of this paper is not to promulgate new doctrines, 
nor to advance original ideas, but is rather intended to elicit 
beneficial discussion upon a most important subject. 

As to the peculiar advantages to be derived by strict atten- 
tion to antisepsis over the common practice of only a few 
years ago, much can be said, but to be brief, I will present 
some of my views together with some notes culled from re- 
cognized authorities upon this subject. 

Owing to the fearful mortality which has followed the ad- 
mission of pregnant women to public hospitals, whether 
strictly maternity hospitals or institutions into which all 
classes of cases are admitted, medical and surgical, the pro- 
fession had just cause to welcome the results of the observa- 
tion of Semmelweis, the discovery of Pasteur, and the practice 
of Bar, Garrigues, and others. Upon carefully studying this 
subject, it is found that the present results of the now almost 
perfected system, as practiced in the best institutions in this 
country and Europe, have not been obtained without diligence 
and close attention to details. 

When Semmelweis discovered that the greater mortality 
followed the delivery of patients by students and young phy- 
sicians who were in the habit of working in the dead-house 

*Read before the St. Louii He^lical Society. April 27, 1889. 
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over patients attended by midwivee in the same institution 
and surrounded by the same hygienic influences, it was then 
that the fact that puerperal septicaemia was found to be de- 
pendent upon heterogenetic as well as autogenetic causes. 
Later on, Pasteur succeeded in isolating the germ, which was 
found to bear a strong resemblance to if not identical with 
that of erysipelas, scarlatina, and other febrile diseases which 
are dependent upon a specific germ. Imbued with these 
truths the profession has advocated, in the management of 
public institutions, the complete isolation of lying-in patients 
from other medical and surgical cases. And many thousands 
of dollars have been expended in the erection of strictly ma- 
ternity hospitals in several cities of this country as well as in 
Europe. Isolation, however systematically observed, amounts 
to but little without antisepsis. Antisepsis is isolation so far 
as the cause of puerpeqral diseases are concerned. It is the 
ounce of prevention worth tons of cures. 

We find mentioned by Bedford that in the Dublin Lying* 
in Hospital, prior to the adoption of sanitary measures, the 
mortality was one in fifty-two, and that after the adoption of 
sanitary measures it was, on an average of four years, one in 
one hundred and eighty-four. 

Epidemics of puerperal septicaemia carrying off every 
woman confined in such institutions, necessitating the total 
abandonment of the^e institutions,have been by no means rare. 
But by a proper attention to sanitary laws, and the proper 
observance of antiseptic precautions, puerperal septicemia is 
now rather the exception than the rule in well conducted ma- 
ternity hospitals. 

But to confine women in a general hospital, surrounded 
continually by septic influences without some loss of life, is, 
I claim, a matter of impossibility. I care not how carefully 
antiseptic rules may be observed, at some unexpected moment 
sepsis of some form is almost sure to appear. 

In order to treat the lying-in upon as thorough an antisep- 
tic plan as is possible in a general hospital, the following rules 
have been formulated and are observed strictly in our female 
hospital : 

1^. Strict quarantine, which prohibits visiting in this 
department to all persons, whether relatives, friends or 
other persons about the institutions other than the physician 
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in charge of the division, the lying-in nurses and the superin- 
tendent. The introduction of clothing, packages, etc., from 
friends, is also strictly prohibited. Patients are admitted to 
the reception room of the hospital where they are stripped of 
all their clothing, thoroughly bathed and furnished with a 
clean and complete suit from skin out. All infants' clothing 
which they may bring into the institution with them, are 
thoroughly washed and disinfected before being taken to the 
wards. 

2^. Once a week a carbolized bath of 1% carbolic acid is 
given up to the time of confinement. 

3^. When taken in labor, the external genitals are 
cleansed with a 2% solution of carbolic acid. 

4^. No vaginal examination is made till after the examiner 
has thoroughly cleansed his hands with soap and water, pay- 
ing particular attention to the finger-nails, and then rinsing 
well with a solution of bichloride of mercury of the strength 
of 1 to 1000 

5^. Expression of placenta by Crede's method in all cases 
where there is any delay rather than the introduction of the 
hand to bring it away. 

6°. The immediate closure of all perineal wounds, even 
of slight nature, believing that a closed wound is always bet- 
ter than an open one, no matter how carefully antiseptically 
treated. 

7°. Immediately after the third stage of labor, a vaginal 
douche of solution of bichloride of mercury, 1 to 6000, is 
given, and in cases in which the hand, or any instrument, has 
' been introduced into the uterus, an intra-uterine douche of 
the same strength is given, but always with the greatest care 
and gentleness. 

8^. Immediately after the douche, ah occlusion pad of 
absorbent cotton, saturated with a 1-6000 solution of bichloride, 
is placed over the vulva, and renewed after each douche. 

9^ In instrumental cases, all instruments, before being 
used, are washed and immersed for at least ten minutes in a 
5% solution of carbolic acid. In these cases, the instruments 
are greased with carbolized vaseline of the strength of 4 grs. 
to one oz., and their introduction preceded with a vaginal 
douche of the strength of 1 to 4000. 

10°. All labors are followed with two vaginal douches 
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daily, commencing with 1 to 6000 solution and gradually de- 
creasing for eight days, when the last douche must not be 
weaker than 1 to 12000. 

11^. Prevent crowding under all circumstances. To this 
end no more than seven women are confined in the same ward 
until it has been disinfected, and this ward must not be used 
longer than eight days. Should the ward become old, that is, 
should the first woman sent to the delivery room be about 
ready to leave on the eighth day when, say the sixth wo- 
man, be taken in labor, put No. 6 in a fresh delivery, room 
rather than comfine her in a room used longer than a week. 

12^. The delivery rooms are, after being vacated, subject- 
ed to the most thorough^cleansing. Floors are scrubbed with 
an antiseptic solution, bedsteads, window shutters, and all 
painted work, washed with the same solution, which is either 
•chlorinated soda, or a 1-1000 solution of bichloride. All bed- 
ding, blankets, sheets, etc., are sent to the launday, where 
they are boiled and washed in a bichloride solution. Steam 
from the coils is then turned on, and the walls are sweated 
with it, after which sulphur is burned for two hours with the 
windows and doors shut, after which the windows are opened 
and left open till the ward is used again. 

Since I took charge of the female hospital, (July 17, 1887), 
up to March 10, 1889, there have been confined 526 women, 
with a mortality from all causes of two. These were puerperal 
septicsBmia complicated with syphilis in one and chronic 
epilepsy and tedious labor in the other. 

The first was a prostitute, who was, at the time of delivery 
and prior thereto, suffering with an immense syphilitic ulcer 
of the posterior wall of the vagina, and was otherwise greatly 
debilitated from the ravages of the disease. Four or five 
days after her delivery, she was taken with a chill, which was 
followed by a septic frver, and died in about ten days. 

The other, the epileptic, was sent to our institution from 
St. Ann's Asylum, probably on account of her frequent epi- 
leptic seizures. She was delivered of an eight pound child 
through a rachitic pelvis — breech presentation — by the forceps, 
and after a very tedious labor. The soft parts were unavoida- 
bly bruised. A gangrenous condition soon followed, and con- 
tinued in spite of active antiseptic treatment, and she died on 
the third day after delivery. The postmortem revealed gan- 
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grene of the perineum, vagina and inferior segment of the 
uterus, suppurative peritonitis, pleuritis, pericarditis and 
endocarditis. The brain was not examined in this case, but 
would, in all probability, have shown similar pathological 
changes. By the observance of the above rules, there have 
been delivered 526 women, with a mortality of two from all 
causes. I say *' from all causes " for the reason, Mr. Presi- 
dent, that you can not charge the death of the first patient to 
puerperal septicaemia alone. The ravages of syphilis predis- 
posed her to septic poisoning. 

As to the second case I have described, the dominant 
symptoms were those of sepsis. The tedious labor and the un- 
avoidable bruising of the soft parts, and to say nothing of the 
depraved nervous condition induced by the frequent epileptic 
seizures, may also be factors in the case. 

Should it, in the judgment of the members of this society, 
be seen fit to eliminate case No. 1 — the syphilitic patient — we 
can say that by a close observance of antiseptic precautions, 
we have been enabled to deliver 526 women in a general hos- 
pital where there have been under treatment at the same time 
in wards immediately above and immediately below, all 
classes of infectious and contagious diseases except small-pox, 
i9uppurating wounds, ulcers, erysipelas, scarlatina, typhoid 
fever, etc. , with but one death from puerperal septicsBmia, or 
with a total mortality of two from all causes, or, mathema- 
tically speaking, a percentage of losses a little more than 8-10 
of 1%. 

If these unfortunate women could be confined in a build- 
ing separate and apart from the hospital proper, and the same 
precautions observed, I would expect better results than I 
have already obtained. Such a building is now in contem- 
plation and should be erected. 

As to what is being done elsewhere, I will say I have here 
a statement from Dr. J. W. Markoe of the Sloane Maternity 
Hospital of New York. This is a liberally endowed institu- 
tion, and is the model maternity hospital of this country. 

DR. MARKOE's rules. 

'^Patients are received in the basement, where the nurse re- 
moves their clothes and stores them away. She then admin- 
isters an enema of soap and water, and follows it with a warm 
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bath, the nail brush and brown soap being freely used. Par- 
ticular attention is paid to the external genitals, and the vagina 
is cleansed with a warm douche of bichloride of mercury, 
1-10,000, provided the membranes are unruptured, otherwise 
1-20 000 is used. The patient is now clad in clean clothes 
provided by the hospital, and sent either to the waiting ward 
or delivery room, as her condition warrants, where an ex- 
amination is made by the doctor and his assistants. 

The greatest attention is paid to the hands of the examiner. 
A thorough cleansing, first with a nail brush and castile soap, 
followed by immersion in 95% alcohol, and then in a solution 
of bichloride of mercury 1-1000. 

No douches are given during labor, except in uterine 
inertia, or to soften a rigid cervix. 

The intrauterine douche is only used after operations with- 
in the uterus, or severe hemorrhage, and then only a single 
douche immediately after such operation is given of a 
strength of 1-20,000 to 1-40,000 bichloride. 

In all cases of labor, a hot vaginal douche 1-20,000 — 1-40,- 
000 bichloride, is given immediately after the expulsion of 
the placenta, as much for comfort and cleanliness as lor anti- 
sepsis. 

Except for the douche given immediately after labor, none 
are given during convalescence, unless some symptoms of 
septic absorption indicate it, or where sutures have been in- 
troduced. 

The vulval pad is made of absorbent gauze, wet in 1-5000 
bichloride, and is changed at least every six hours. The nurse 
cleansing her hands as above before touching the patient." 

As to whether bichloride of mercury is the germicide par 
excellence to be used, has been to me a serious question, but 
having been so fortunate with it, I am somewhat slow to part 
with so valuable a weapon. 

In the 526 cases in which we he.ve used it, five or six have 
had symptoms of mercurial poisoning, such as spongy gums, 
mercurial fetor, cramps and diarrhoea; all, however, recovered 
after the discontinuance of the bichloride and a substitution 
of carbolic acid. Again, much may have depended upon the 
strength of the solution, as the nurse may have used a little 
too much of the standard 25% ward solution in the douche 
bucket previously filled to near the top with water, or to a 
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dose of calomel given to open the bowels. We see that in the 
Sloane Maternity Hospital, New York, Dr. Markoe uses it 
1-10,000, and even as weak as 1-20,000 and 1-40,000, but here 
they have only lying-in cases, no surgical or infectious cases 
in the building. 

Garrigues, in his guide, recommends, in vaginal and intra- 
uterine, doudies 1-2000 and 1-4000, and criticizes all cases of 
death due to mercurial poisoning. Through private corre- 
spondence with him recently, I obtained his latest views on> 
this subject, fie wys : *' Since the publication of my book? 
new cases have occurred which do not leave any doubt in my 
mind that bichloride, even when properly used, may cause, 
death. I, therefore, now use and shall recommend to others, 
to use carbolic acid, or some other antiseptic. In every other 
respect the bichloride treatment is still carried out." 

I do not believe it possible to poison a patient with a so- 
lution of the strength of 1-0000, and it certainly can not be 
done with a solution of l-20>000 and 1-40,000. However, care 
should be used in all cases. The patient should not be al- 
lowed to remain upon her back after a douche, but should be 
directed to turn upon her side in order that a free drainage 
may be obtained, and none of the solution left in the vagina. 

Many germicide solutions are now used, permanganate of 
potassium, carbolic acid, etc., etc., but the most effective and 
convenient, I think, is bichloride of mercury. For physi- 
cians in private practice it is as good as any. Tablets con- 
taining a certain quantity of the drug, are now manufactured, 
from which any strength solution can be readily made. 



Canadian Medical Association. -^ The twenty-second 
annual meeting will be held at Banff, N. W. T. All members 
of the regular profession in good standing are invited to attend . 
Any one so desiring can obtain the necessary certificates from 
the general secretary, Dr. James Bell, 53 Union Ave., Mont- 
real. It will be impossible to get reduced rates from points 
in the United States, with the exception of St. Paul, Minn., 
for which the followitig rate is offered : $60 to Banff and re- 
turn, including meals, and sleepers between Winnipeg and 
Banfi only. One day will be spent in Winnipeg. 
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Contagious Disbas^es at Summer Resorts. By R. W. 
Wilcox, M. D., of New York City. 

The problem at this season of each year, that oonfroBts the 
general practitioner is, where shall our patients go for the 
summer ? When one considers that a resort is sought, not for 
a patient afflicted with a chronic disease for whom a certain 
climate may be considered essential, but either for a patient 
convalescing from acute disease, or for the healthy, that they 
may remain so, the solution can, apparently, be readily ar- 
rived at. One can readily believe it to be yet more simple 
if he will accept as literally true all that is declared by the 
announcements which now burden our mails. Yet how often 
does personal inspection during professional visits, or the re- 
ports which are brought back by patients, belie these flaming 
advertisements ! Nor indeed are the statements of resident 
hotel physicians, or of the local practitioners, always worthy 
of credence. A notable example of this dissemination of 
false reports was shown in the early part of last year when, 
in the face of the statements made by trustworthy metropoli- 
tan journals, all the local physicians, over their signatures, de- 
clared that a well-known inland resort in this state, was at that 
time, and had been, free from typhoid fever. Now it was a 
fact that typhoid fever, was present, and that during the sum* 
mer it became epidemic, as the many cases coming under the 
notice of the physicians of this city, and the deaths, bore 
ample though sad testimony. How culpable the conduct of 
these physicians was let others determine. Their testimony 
having been accepted as trustworthy, many persons visited 
this resort only to encounter sickness and death. What 
mockery it is for thoqte victims to hear of the health-giving 
climate, of the ^' brilliant season " just passed, when they re- 
member far more forcibly the lying reports which lured them 
to their misfortunes. 

At the seashore resorts an occasional outbreak of diph- 
theria, or possibly of typhoid fever, calls attention to local 
causes, and usually the remedy is at once applied with excel- 
lent results. The facilities for drainage^ the warmth of the 
weather permitting thorough room ventilation, and the ease of 
removal, all militate against the spread of contagious diseases, 
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even in resorts which are over-crowded and possess notoriously 
bad hygienic conditions. 

But when one considers mountain resorts, the problem 
presents difficulties which are not of ready solution. At the 
outset, cases of mountain fever, that is typhoid fever origi- 
nating in mountainous regions, have justly had a bad 
prognosis. Cases which will run the four or six weeks between 
Soylla and Charybdis, and in which the wished-for convales- 
cence is apparently established, will begin anew and repeat 
the history. They are, therefore, from their gravity and long 
duration, justly dreaded by the physician. Nor indeed do 
cases which apparently originate in lower levels, if brought 
into mountain air, do well. 

The reason is not far to be sought for. The mountains are 
the breeding places of typhoid. Rocky, impervious strata, 
whose dip and strike are imperfectly known, not only act as 
barriers to seemingly perfect drainage, but as conductors of 
infection as well The germs may be carried from one 
side of the mountain to the other, or an outbreak many miles 
distant may follow a single case, as was shown in the Lausen 
epidemic. Nor indeed does freezing mitigate essentially the 
virulence of the poison, as was shown by Pruddlie's experi- 
ments. Then, in August and early September, the state of the 
thermometer forbids proper room ventilation, and hotel pro- 
prietors will not usually give a second room in which a fire could 
be arranged, to a patient with typhoid fever. Nor will they, as a 
rule, permit thorough measures of disinfection to be carried 
out, through fear of attracting the attention of other guests to 
the illness. Thus do they permit a single patient to be a 
lasting menance to the health of all who in after years may 
visit that place. Experience has also shown that the closure 
of the rooms, when vacated by a patient, can not always be 
obtained^ and thus may arise many otherwise inexplicable 
cases of disease. In the majority of cases, the evasive an- 
swers of the local physicians, whose interests are identical 
with tho.se of the hotel, and whose position depends upon its 
favor, and the want of confidence in the apparently insuffi- 
cient treatment, bring the family physician upon the scene. 
The question at once is that of removal. The friends of the 
patient urge their lack of confidence in the existing arrange- 
ments, the discomfort of the surroundings, the impossibility 
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of obtaining suitable care and nursing, the absence of thorough 
disinfection, about which well-informed persons know, as 
grounds for removal. The physician remembers the anatomi- 
cal conditions, the liability of relapse, of h»morrhage, of 
perforations, and considers the case. But the necessity of 
getting out of the poisonous atmosphere, of having absolute 
control of nursing, treatment and disinfection, generally 
make the decision to remove. The case should be stated 
fully and fairly to the friends, when they will acquiesce in 
the decision. All care and gentleness and watchfulness should 
be exerted during the journey. Proper nourishment should 
be prepared, so that it can be administered during the pauses, 
in the journey. All transfers should be under the personal 
supervision of the physician. Isolation of the patient and 
thorough disinfection of all vehicles of transportation should 
be insisted upon, that others may not be exposed to contagion. 
Nothing but certain and speedy death should allow us to per- 
mit the patient to remain in the atmosphere of poison. With 
diphtheria, or other contagious diseases, the problem is sim- 
pler. The necessity for removal is not so great, but the phy- 
sician must see to it that disinfection and ventilation are ob- 
tained, and that duty can not be entrusted to any one con- 
nected with the resort. Still, in these instances, removal 
may be just as advantageous as in the case of typhoid fever, 
and improvement date from the change. 

If this communication shall awaken the profession to the 
fact that many resorts are saturated with the germs of, conta- 
gious disease, and that justice to the patient demands his 
removal, save in exceptional cases, and that our duty to our 
patients is to warn them against visiting such resorts, so far as 
we may learn about them, until such time as the Augean 
stables shall have been thoroughly cleaned, then the writer 
will consider that his efforts have been rewarded. 



California State Medical Society. — This association 
elected the following officers at its last annual meeting : Presi- 
dent, Walter Lindley, of Los Angeles ; First Vice-President, 
W. F. McNutt ; Second Vice-President, Charlotte Blake 

Browne; Third Vice-President, W. A. Briggs; Fourth Vice- 
President, Elizabeth R. C. Sargent; Treasurer, G. C.Sim- 
mons ; Secretary, W. W. Kerr ; Board of Censors, C. M. Fenn, 
G. W. Lesher, W. L. Wills and E. A. Follansbee. 
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On the Pseudo-Parasitism op Diptera in Man. By Hugo 
SuMMA, M. D., Professor of General Pathology and Path- 
ological Anatomy, St. Louis College of Physicians and 

Surgeons. 

III. 

1°. Myiosis vulnerum(fly disease of wounds); the so-called 
living wounds. 

Etiology. — A wound becomes a Hying wound provided 
that it is accessible to the female flies of the genus Creophila 
(Sarcophagine'se and Muscidse). A second condition is that the 
wounds have been badly managed, putrid, septic. It is worth 
knowing that even the short time occupied in dressing is suf- 
ficient to enable the fly to deposit her brood in it if particular 
care be not taken. All forms of myiosis occur only in sum- 
mer and autumn, in temperate climates as well as in hot. 

Symptomatology: — To the naked eye such wounds appear as 
if beset with headless nails, which rise and fall with the ex- 
tension and contraction of the animals whilst sucking. When 
the position of the larvae is superficial, we distinctly see their 
white bodies which are 2^^^ in thickness; the head sits with ijte 
booklets in the bottom of the wound, which usually secretes 
no pus, but only a bloody, watery fluid, and has a bluish 
pale, and after the removal of the animals, a spongy appear- 
ance. The black hinder parts and the respiratory orifices are 
directed outwards.^* 

Treatment. — The best is to remove the larvae mechani- 
cally with the forceps. It is sometimes pretty difficult to 
seize them; if not grasped firmly they rapidly creep back. 
My fellow-countryman Pruner-Bey, who. observed a great 
many cases of myiosis vulnerum in Egypt, tried milk, but 
without success ; Kuechenmeister recommends a weak infusion 
of tobacco. After the removal of the larvae, the cavities which 
they have made and the excrescences in their neighborhood 
soon heal. 

2®. Myiosis narium, conjunctivae, etc. 

Etiology. — In these cases also an invasion of various 
species of the genus Creophila into the natural cavities of the 
human body causes the disease. But here too it is to be 
mentioned that the natural cavities must be diseased in some 



14. Confer as to the description of the symptomatology of the living wonnds : 
Kuechenmeister, Fr., 1. c. p. 97. 
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way before the invasion takes place. This is a leading feature 
in all reports on myiosis narium, conjunctivse, etc. The most 
common larvae to be found in these cases are those of the 
common flesh-fly (Sarcophaga carnaria) and of the blue-bottle 
(meat-fly, Musca vomitoria). 

Symptomatology. — The symptoms, which are in most 
cases, of a very serious nature are caused partly by the local 
affection which the larvae produce, partly by reflex action. 
In the first days of the disease only local symptoms appear. 
In Myiosis narium the internal and external parts of the nose 
begin to swell and become red. These and general symptoms, 
as fever and great loss of strength, in a superficial examina- 
tion may lead to the erroneous diagnosis of erysipelas. Re- 
flex symptoms^^ set in very rapidly, sometimes of the gre&test 
danger, which may even lead to death. Intolerable headache, 
insomnia, convulsions and coma have been observed in 
nearly half the number of cases reported. If the diseases 
have been diagnosed early enough, even very serious symptoms 
may quickly disappear after the treatment has satisfied the 
indicatio causalis, viz: after the removal of the larvse. My 
own case, reported above, may serve as a paradigm of the 
great extent of the local symptoms in myiosis narium. As an 
instance of very serious reflex symptoms accompanying 
myiosis narium, I will sketch a case, observed and reported by 
Dr. A. Wolynez^* in 1884. The patient suffered for a long time 
from coryza and slept out-doors in June. On the next day 
the nose became red and swollen. Headache occurred and 
rapidly increased. On the sixth day she was confined to bed. 
Twice^ during the day, convulsions developed, accompanied 
by the loss of consciousness. There was complete apathy ; 
fixed look at one point ; pupils dilated. Temperature normal/^ 
pulse 96. After the removal of the worms consciousness re- 
turned and the patient recovered. In this case the refiex 
symptoms exceeded the local. Sometimes the contrary takes 
place. The local symptoms were very serious in the cases of 

15. It is not necessary to call the attention of my colleagues to the legion of 
reflex symptoms, very frequently due to nasal affections. Since the weU-known 
publication of my teacher, the late lamented Prof. Hack, of Freiburg, this matter 
has attracted the attention of the whole medical world. 

16. Wolynez. A. Wuermer in der Nase. Wratsch, 1884, No. 23. (Extract in 
" Centralblatt fuer Chirurgie, ' 1884. No. 43.) 

17. The temperature is usually increased. 
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Dr. A. M. Powell and myself. Not only destruction of soft 
tissues have been observed, but even large pieces of bones 
had to be removed.^ 

I cannot forbear mentioning a case which should never be 
lost sight of. Although it does not strictly belong to myiosis 
narium, yet it is of great interest as it illustrates the varieties 
of pseudo-parasitism of insects in man. I report only the 
main features.^ Delasiauve describes a case, observed by 
Dum6nil and Legrand D^sauUe, of hystero-epilepsy in conse- 
quence of larvsB in the sinus frontalis. A girl, 9 years old, 
was, one day in the month of October, 1850, suddenly seized 
by violent pain in the region of the forehead, which was most 
severe over the sinus. Photophobia, vertigo, titiilation on the 
nasal mucous membrane and repeated sneezing, soon appeared. 
This state lasted for six weeks without remission. 

The child became irritable and passionate. Her irrita- 
bility, however, soon gave way and the girl became more 
quiet, complaining of a peculiar heat between the eyebrows, 
and asserting that she had passed small grains and animals on 
sneezing. These bodies passed off from the patient for nearly 
two months. Prof. BruUe, of Dijon, exaipined the insects and 
discovered larvsB of five different kinds, viz : Chrysomelines, 
Stratyomydes, Dermestes lardarius, Casteles, Scolopendron. 

On the 25th of March, 1851, the child lost its conscious- 
ness ; scarcely recovered; she fell into convulsions for several 
hours. On the 28th day of April she was brought to the in- 
sane asylum of the department of the C6te d'Or. No larvae 
in the secretion of the nose for the next four days. During 
following days more than fifty attacks of convulsions. 

May 2nd. In the secreted nasal mucus were found several 
larvae, which repeatedly showed themselves during the fort- 
night following. Dum6nil ordered that unisized paper dipped 
into a solution of two grammes of arseniate of soda in thirty 
grammes of distilled water, and rolled into cigarettes, should 
be given to the girl to smoke, advising her at the same time to 



18. Dr. A. C. Bernayi obierved snch a caae lait summer; he told me that he 
removed parts of the osseous structures of the nose. 

19. Reports in extenso may be found in Delasiauve "Gazette Hebdomadaire," 
Sept. 28th, 1856. Graevell, Fr. O. Notisen tner practische Aerzte ueber die neues- 
ten Beobachtungen in der Medicin 1856. Vol. VIII. p. 443-445. Kuechenmeister, Fr. 
1. c. Appendix B. relating to the insects, p. 246 et. seq. 
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draw in the smoke through the nostrils. This procedure was 
repeated every morning and evening. Up to the 23rd of May 
no new attack. On that day Legrand witnessed 33 attacks, 
accompanied, like the first, by mental aberration. May 30, 
several withered larvsd made their appearance. June 10th, 
numerous larvse. June 15th, two convulsive attacks, but 
without mental aberration. July 14th, symptoms satisfac- 
tory. July 15th, after a thunderstorm and a walk in the town 
five slight attacks. From that time up to her leaving the 
asylum, November 8th, her health remained undisturbed. 
No return took place for three yeats and a half. 

Myiosis conjunctivsd also occurs only when accompanying 
malignant inflammation of the eyes. The larvsB nestle under 
the eyelids, and in Egypt, for instance, produce there a very 
serious addition to the effects of small-pox upon the cornea, 
as, according to Pruner-Bey,^ in such cases a perforation of 
the cornea usually takes place. ' 

Treatment. — In most cases, especially in those of not too 
great a severity, we have only to deal with the indicatio cau- 
salis. The surest way is the careful removal of the maggots 
with a forceps. But in respect to the anatomical structure of 
the nose, this method alone will not give full satisfaction. 
Two other methods are the injection of fluids and the insuflla- 
tiori of powders. 

Solution of carbolic acid did not satisfy me at all. On 
-this point I fully agree with PowelP^ and Wolynez," who both 
saw themselves forced to use other remedies. Therefore, we 
must deny T. S. Cobbold's*® assertion that " for those larvae 
that occur in wounds or ulcers or near the surface, nothing is 
better than the application of carbolic acid solution." 

Solutions of corrosive sublimate have good effects but are 
a little dangerous. Very interesting are the experiments 
made by Dr. A. M. Powell, who found injections of chloro- 
form diluted with sweet milk very effective. Van Beneden's 
son-in-law. Dr. Vanlair informed him that citric acid or the 
juice of lemons is efficacious in destroying the insect Lucilia 



20. Pruner-Bey, Die Eranhkeiten des Orients vom Standpunkt der Terg leichen- 
den Nosologie. Erlangen, 1847. 

21. St. Louis Medical and Surgical Journal, 1888, No. A, p. izos. 

22. Centralblatt fuer Chirargie, 188i. No. 43. 

23. Qaain'8 Dictionary of Medicine. 1884, p. 1058. 
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hominivora.^ This remedy, which can be easily procured, 
should be, without doubt, tried first of all in future. 

Insufflation of iodoform was tried by Powell and Wolynez 
and satisfied both observers. 

Another method could be tried which to my knowledge 
has not yet been attempted in man, but which has given very 
satisfactory results in myiosis narium of cattle, sheep and 
the like,^ viz. : the use of sternutatories (e. g., the so-called 
Schneeberger snufiT, or a kind of snuff prepared from Marum 
verum, mixed with finely powdered insect powder).^ 

3°, Myiosis intestinalis. 

Aetiology. — In opposition to the other forms of myiosi, 
the intestinal fly disease is produced by larv® of various 
species of the genus Anthomyid® (flower-flies). They indis 
rectly pass into the alimentary tract by the use of improper 
food. The larvse of Anthomyia canicularis^and Anth. canicu- 
lina, have been most frequently observed. 

Symptomatology. — The clinical history of myiosi- 
mtestinalis has great similarity with that of helminthiasiss 
Nevertheless there are some points of difference. Myiosis 
intestinalis is an acute disease, acute at least in its beginning. 
It begins always during the warm season, and only in excep- 
tional cases may last through the whole winter. Lastly, the 
reflex symptoms are of greater intensity than in most cases 
of helminthiasis.^ 



24. Van Beneden L c. p. 120. Lucilia hominivorax in a dipterous insect which 
li very dangerous to man in South America. 

25. Kuechenmeister 1. c. p. 245, appendix B., relating to the insecti. 

26. I think this the proper place to add some points as to the so-called screw- 
worms. 

We have to distinguish between the true giddiness or true gid (wahre Dreh- 
krankheit), occurring only in sheep, and the pseudo-gid (falsche Drehkrankhelt) 
occurring in cattle, sheep and the like. Whilst the true gid is caused by Coenurus 
cerebralis (the cysticercus of tsenia coenura), the pseudo-gid is caused by the larva 
• of various species of the CEttridse-genus of the Diptera order, in most cases by the 
larve of CBstrus bovis (Ox-bot-fly). The so-called screw- worm is mostly the larva 
of this species. The true gid is an instance of true parasitism, the pseudo-gid of 
pseudo -parasitism. As to the word gid, I refer my readers to Dunglison, Robl., A 
' Dictionary of Medical Science, Philadelphia, 1874. 

27. In order to obtain specimens of this larva, so as to be able to know what 
they are like in case of necessity, Kuechenmeister advises to look after the larve in 
the intestines of dogs, where they occur by no means rarely in autumn and winter. 

28. A very peculiar case of Helminthiasis occurred in my practice three months 
ago. A young man, 26 years old, since two years in this city , became sick five years 

ago, at that time residing in RoUa, Mo. Every fortnight, generally on the same 
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According to the stopping-place within the intestinal 
canal, the symptoms differ. Generally speaking, most cases 
of myiosis intestinalis lead to the diagnosis of a serious 
intestinal affection.^ Occurrence of the larvsB in the stomach 
causes the symptoms of an intense catarrhus ventricule; 
sometimes uninterrupted vomiting until the complete evacua- 
tion of the stomach. If the larvae live in the upper parts of 
the intestine, we may observe disagreeable sensations about 
the epigastrium, which sometimes is described as a tremulous 
motion, anorexia, fullness of the abdomen, constipation, 
general weakness, etc. In the rectum, the larvsB with their 
spinous bristles on the back and sides produce a very 
unpleasant itching. 

Treatment. — The therapeutic measures fully agree with 
those usually ordered in cases of helminthiasis. 

Common to all three groups are the prophylactic meas- 
ures. Each case of neglect regarding our body, m^y it con- 
sist in overlooking unimportant affections (as catarrh of the 
nose), or uncleanlinesss (for instance, of wounds or ears), or 
improper food, will be punished by nature. The final goal 
of medical science and art is not to cure diseases, but to 
prevent them. Not the science of therapeutics, but the 
science of prophylaxis, the science of hygiene must be and 
will be the keystone of medicine. And if the postulate of 
prophylaxis can now be fulfilled^and it ought to be — then 
we can attain this goal by preventing cases of parasitism and 
pseudo-parasitism . 

St. Louis, April, 1889. 



day, the patient felt paint In the right hypochondrium, which "eontiniULUy 
increased and wandered up to the right nipple, from here to the left nipple, and then 
remained in the heart" (patient*i statement). The patient then lost consciousness 
for two hours sometimes. The next eight days he felt yery weak, loss in weight 
(as he exactly observed, usually six pounds), and until the next attack he regained 
weight again. A prominent physician here advised him to stop taking medicine. 
My treatment was based on the diagnosis of helminthiasis, and consisting in the 
administration of santonin, promptly freed the patient of his trouble (ascaris luiu- 
bricoides;. 

29. Confer especially: Storia di grave affesione intestinale sussezitita daU' 
evacuaslone di una particolare specie d'insetto nello stato di larva. ** Oasetta medi- 
ca di Milano," 1843, p. 305. 
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CHntcal Heports, 

Fracture op the Arch op the Seventh Cervical Vertebra, 
WITH Recovery.* By A. M. Powell, M. D., Permanent 
Member of the American Medical Association ; Member of 
the Illinois State Medical Society; Ex-President of the 
Madison County, 111., Medical Society, of Collinsville, 111. 

The comparative rarity of this accident, the unusual re- 
suit, and perhaps the novelty of the treatment, may justify a 
brief report of this case. 

Mrd. S., a German lady, 68 years of age, while riding in 
the rear seat of a high spring wagon, by a sudden start of the 
team was thrown backwards upon the hard road, striking upon 
the back of the neck and shoulders, being doubled up and 
turning a backward somersault. She was picked up appa- 
rently unconscious and seemingly paralyzed, and carried into 
a house near by, and being placed in a semi-recumbent posi- 
tion in an easy chair, I found her there half an hour later, 
when she had recovered consciousness and the ability to move 
all her limbs. The chin was resting upon the breast, and any 
attempt to raise her head to an erect position was accompa- 
nied by the most intense suffering in the ciervical region. The 
neck had the appearance of being materially shortened, and 
at the site of the usual prominence of the seventh cervical ver- 
tebra there was a considerable depression, which being touched 
by the finger made the patient cry out with pain and beg to be 
left alone. Grasping the head between the two hands and 
gently drawing it upward had the effect of relieving all pain 
in this region, instantly, and at once developed the usual 
prominence of the cervical spinous process. On desisting 
from this stretching of the neck, the symptoms at once re- 
turned, and the patient begged me to '* raise her head again," 
and was in agony while the extension was not kept up. A by- 
stander was requested to maintain the extension of the neck, 
and a further examination revealed a fracture of the sternum 
into three fragments and separation of two or three of the ribs 
at the sternal end. 



* Read before the latter Society, at Alton, January, 1889. 
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Returning to town, with the assistance of Dr. MacD. M. 
Powell, I devised a sort of ^^ jury mast,'' using a thick steel 
wire, out of which was made, by bending it into form, a bow 
reaching from shoulder to shoulder and resting on either 
shoulder by a sort of crutch made by a continuation of the 
wire of the bow (Fig. 53). The wire was duplicated throughout 
its length,giving firmer support and a broader base. A bandage 
was devised, which embraced the chin and occiput, from which 
strips carried to the center of the bow overhead furnished a 
very effective sling for maintaining extension of the neck. 
The whole was easily and effectively maintained in position 




Fig. 53. Wire Jury Mast. 

by carrying broad bandages from the lower ends of the shoul- 
der pieces of the wire across the breast and back and under 
the opposite axillae (Fig. 54). The broken ribs and sternum 
having been moulded into position as well as we could, abroad 
adhesive bandage was drawn firmly around the thorax, and this 
supplemented by numerous turns of a roller. The patient now 
expressing herself as feeling fairly comfortable, and evidences 
of shock having subsided, she was placed on a mattress in an 
easy vehicle and taken to her home, four miles distant, with- 
out accident or displacement of the apparatus, and with com- 
paratively little discomfort, other than nausea and vomiting, 
which recurred several times during the voyage. 

Our diagnosis of this case was fracture through the lami* 
nae of the arch of the seventh cervical vertebra, with a down* 
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ward, bDt not a forward, diBplacement of the fragment. I am 
fdlly a.ware of the difBcultiea of forming an absolutely exact 
-diagnosis in these cases, especially where there ie not paraly- 
sis as a result of the injury ; but I think that a due considera- 
tion of the Bymptome, as detailed above, warrant this diagno- 
sis. That there was actnal, as well as apparent, shortening of 
■the neck, I am fully satisfied , and while it may be difficult to 
understand the mechanism of this shortening and restoration 
of proper length upon the application of extending force, I 




believe it can be accounted for by a tilting forward of the pile 
of bodies, so to speak, as a consequence of the want of the 
usual support at the site of the fracture — in other words, an 
anterior curvature of this portion of the spinal column. The 
-depression of the seventh spine at its usual site of prominence 
might be the result of fracture alone of that process, or, as 
can be readily seen, it might accompany fracture of the arch. 
Unless the neck were really shortened, it is hard to under- 
stand how its extension could be accomplished by any rea- 
sonable force, sufficient to restore the promin^'nce of the frac- 
tured process ; but it is easy to understand how this restora- 
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tion could be brought about by extension, if the column had 
actually been shortened through the mechanism above de- 
scribed. Absence of paralysis would not exclude fracture of 
the arch, as it has been demonstrated by postmortem that 
this accident has happened a number of times without ensu- 
ing paralysis. This is accounted for by the fortunate circum- 
stance that the fragments are either not displaced at all, or, if 
so, are not driven forward upon the cord. 

The accompanying picture, taken by my assistant with a 
borrowed camera, will give some idea of the apparatus some 
two weeks after its first application. We found it necessary ta 
retain it upon the patient for four or five weeks, after which it 
could be dispensed with. The patient made a good recovery, 
excepting only that there is inability to either flex, extend or 
rotate the head to the usual degree. 



Surgical Cases. Clinioal Lecture by E. R. Lewis, A.M., 
M. D., Professor of Clinical Surgery, University Medical 
Colllege, Kansas City, Mo. Reported by W. H. Birch- 
more, M. D. 

caries of symphysis menti. 

Our first patient, a case of caries of the symphysis menti, 
is one you have seen before, his name, C. R., his age is 22 
years, by birth an American, and by trade a plumber. On 
the 26th day of January, 1889, you remember an operation 
was performed and the carious bone at the symphysis cleared 
with a curette; at that timea ^inus of long standing existed and 
a probe was passed through the bone into the floor of the 
mouth. 

To-day is March 2d, and the cavity is filled with bone, 
bone-tissue, granulations having filled it and the sinus is rap- 
idly closing. This yinus is the only evidence of the diseased 
condition which previously existed. 

IMPACTED fracture OF NECK OF FEMUR. 

The next case which I present to you is Mr. Rankin of 
Huntsville, Mo., by occupation a miner, of Scotch extraction, 
and 42 years old. This case is interesting both for the ques- 
tions in diagnosis involved and also on account of the history. 
Mr. Rankin was hurt nearly two years since, and in this wise : 
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Standing at the face of a ''working," forcing his way from 
the wall of an entry to form a room, js winging his pick he 
stood thus : The left knee bent, the ball of the foot rested on 
the ground, the heel did not; (this is important in the pathol- 
ogy of the injury) while the right foot with the toe strongly 
turned out was planted fairly on the ground. The knee was 
both stiff and straight ; any motion or force expended on the 
pelvis would be transmitted directly to the neck of the femur 
and felt there. He says a mass of coal fell upon his back 
while in this position and crushed him to the ground. Let us 
•consider what occurred. His left leg already slightly flexed 
is flexed still more^ while the right one standing as a prop or 
buttress to steady him is broken. He was ill 14 weeks, and 
in the fear of his life his limb was forgotten ; when he recov- 
ers himself he finds he is a cripple. The condition now you 
notice is as follows ; The foot is very strongly everted, the 
heel is drawn up, the leg is shortened 1} inches. Gentlemen, 
look at this picture from Hamilton on Fractures, it is certainly 
Mr. Rankin's portrait. This is a fracture of the neck of the 
femur. Is it intra- or extra-capsular ? At first sight I was in> 
<;lined to think intra-capsular but after more careful examina- 
tion I now express the opinion that it is extra-capsular. Can 
we treat and cure him ? I am not sure that it is even just to 
try — no operation yet devised is justifiable. And none will 
be recommended so our patient must of necessity be a cripple 
for life. Dr. Lampton will now lay an ascending spica of 
flannel on his thigh and give him the certain sort of support 
that may by that means be possible. 

barton's fracture. 

Look at this child, gentlemen ; see his intelligent look, 
notice how he seems to understand us, see his nerve. I im- 
agine he is familiar with the ordeal of surgical examination. 
Pred. Stanton is only 8 years old ; two years ago he made a 
flying jump at a swinging bar and falling, suffered an injury. 
His clothing has been removed that you may see the difference 
in his arms. Look at this wrist, it is small and well shapen, 
and at this there is a swelling, implicating all the bones of 
the radio-carpal articulation. Try moving the arm, the mo- 
tion of the elbow and shoulder are physiologically complete, 
but when I attempt pronation or supination he resists — it 
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gives him pain. (Gentleftien, tbuere is no single aid. so quick 

to reveal an injury as the s^nse of pain.) This pain is in his 

wrist. Notice the great enlargement and the white, 'bl6odl«8& i 

look of the hand ; this shows an interference with the circula- . 

tion, the hand is sensibly colder than its fellow. The injury 

is a Barton's fracture, which as you know, is a fracture of the 

distal end of the radius extending into the joint, and is usu* 

ally received by a fall catching the weight upon the ball of 

the hand, transmitting the force directly to the end of the 

bone, and although the deformity may not be so great as in 

Colles' fracture, the danger of an anchylosed joint is great and 

complicates the cane. 



Strangulated Hbrnia. By C. W. Watts, M. D., of Aux- 
vasse, Mo. 

We do not purpose, in this brief article, to enter into the 
discussion of the various modes of operation for the relief of 
strangulated hernia. Nor do we propose an analysis of the 
various procedures recommended. The older we get in expe- 
rience, the less we feel disposed to rehearse — what every sur- 
geon should know who attempts the operation — to-wit: T/ie 
anatomy of the parts, the instruments to use, the necessity of 
the operation, the when to perform it, and last, but not least, 
the authorities on the subject— such as Gross, Pancoast, Wyeth, 
Hodges, Gregory, and many others, who have performed it 
successfully. We object, in practice, to the divisions made by 
most authors on this subject into classes, such as Reducible, 
Irreducible, and Strangulated. These will do to teach stu- 
dents, in order to get the subject properly before the mind, 
and properly shelved away for future reference. In practice,, 
we have to do with the real facts as they exist. In this arti- 
cle, we have no axe to grind, no one to please, but merely 
give two cases, as they occurred in practice, hopingthey may 
prove of benefit to others and may save life. For, alas I too 
often the operation, like that of tracheotomy, is performed 
too late, and sometimes performed when other means would 
have answered. 

Case I. — Fifteen years ago, we were called by three ex- 
cellent physicians and surgeons to see Mrs. G., aged 60 years, 
who was suffering from a strangulated hernia. We were ex- 
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peeled to operate, as efforts thought to be sufficient had been 
made to reduce iC. She was thin in flesh, and had suffered 
greatly for 24 hours, even to Qmesis of. stercoraceous matter. 

The operation performed was, to say the least of it, indeli- 
cate and yet original — ^but believing anything that might give 
relief preferable to the knife, we asked her permission to try 
the plan suggested. We had the strongest man in the room to 
stand with his back to the bed, and bringing her limbs over 
his shoulders, to let her head hang downwards. Then placing, 
the index and middle fingers over the hernia, we asked the 
surgeon to jump up and come down suddenly, which he did, 
and the hernia went back all right. She was relieved, and 
lived years afterwards. 

Case II. — Mr. J. H. B., who was 72 years old in December, 
1888, had been subject to frequent trouble with hernia (ingui- 
nal). On Dec. 10th, he was at the wood-yard and lifted a 
stick of cordwood. He was carried to the house, and after 
repeated efiorts by those who had reduced it before, we were 
sent for. Found him suffering greatly. He was almost in 
articulo mortis, saying, '* Oh, doctor, I am almost gone.^^ We 
applied hop and bran poultices as hot as could be borne, 
changed every 15 minutes, and gave large doses of whiskey 
and laudanum, with chloroform inhalations. 

Causing his sons to elevate his hips and making steady 
pressure on the tumor ^ making it take the course of the vessels, 
we succeeded in reducing it after two hours of patient taxis — 
positively, firmly and steadily, though gently, applied. He is 
now well. As the bowel went back, he said: **I thank God 
and you, too, doctor — you have relieved me." 

These were cases of strangulated hernia, favorably treated 
without the knife. In an experience of 25 years, we have had 
to use the knife but seldom. We believe in conservative sur- 
gery, here as well as in other parts of the body. Save the life of 
your patient, even though you should lose an opportunity of 
exhibiting your skill as an operator. We mean by this no in- 
sinuation upon any professional brother. 

Again, when the knife is necessary, use it, but sparingly „ 
Don't be afraid to use it, but respect the tissues through which 
you must pass. Don't make incisions large enough to pass a 
foetal head through. Remember the anatomy of the part. 
Don't anaesthetize your patient unless necessary. Inject a 
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2 % solution cocaine where you wish to make your incision. 
Make a subcutaneous incision, something after the order of 
operating for club-foot. Divide a few fibres of the resisting 
part, and then carefully, tenderly reduce the hernia. 

We do not deny but that it is sometimes necessary to follow 
the directions of those distinguished surgeons who have a 
world-wide reputation. We often ought to. 

But every surgeon should think and actj after consultation^ 
according to his heat judgment in the indimdual case. It is said 
that every individual possesses a distinct personality ^ which is 
distinctively his own. So with every c^se you are called to 
operate on. And happy indeed is that surgeon, who after a' 
calm and quiet survey and observation of tvery feature and 
symptom is able to form a correct diagnosis. The operation is 
then rendered more successful and more easily performed. 
Every operation should be, in the highest sense^ conservative. 
Prof. Gross has well said : ** We are but to assist Nature.^^ 

We merely throw out these suggestions for what they are 
worthy asking no man to discuss them or use them unless he 
feels so disposed. We are happy to add that we have never 
had a death from strangulated hernia, though we have had 
our share (four cases) in the last 25 years, having treated them 
both in public and private practice. 



Report of a Case Illustrating the Value op Hydrochlo- 

RATE of ApOMORPHINE AS AN ANTISPASMODIC. By J. J. 

Stevens, M. D., of Clinton, Mo. 

The following is reported with the view of bringing before 
the profession in as prominent a way as possible, the great 
certainty and efficacy of apomorphine, hypodermically admin- 
istered, in controlling spasmodic crises, especially those of 
hysterical or reflex uterine origin : 

Mrs. X., American, IW years old, married, and the mother 
of six children. She has been subject to hysterical crises for 
the past ten years or longer, though I first saw her, as a 
patient, about two years ago. She was then in the midst of a | 

typical attack— the body bent backward like a bow (opisthoto- 
nos), the muscles of the entire trunk rigidly contracted, the 
eyes wide open and pupils very much dilated. She complains 
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of an intense pain in the head which commences and lasts 
through the entire convulsion. I gave chloroform, chloral, 
the bromides, etc., and after pushii^g them for several hours 
the attack finally, slowly and stubbornly yielded. 

The patient informed me that the duration of the con- 
vulsive crises was usually two or three hours, and that they 
Tecurred at short intervals for several days. During the crises 
«he states that she is partially or totally unconscious. She 
had had from former medical attendants the same method of 
treatment resorted to by me, and I therefore concluded when 
I was next called to adopt an entirely new line of attack. 

In July last I was called to see her in a severe attack and 
found her as above described. I immediately gave a hypo- 
<iermic injection of one-tenth (^) grain of hydrochlorate of 
Apomorphine, and, watch in hand awaited results. In seven 
minutes came copious vomiting, and with it relaxation and 
complete relief. That was the last of that attack. 

In January last, however, I was again called to see her 
under exactly similar circunistances, repeated the treatment 
and achieved the same results. In this instance, however, I 
used only one-twentieth (^jf) grain of the remedy combined 
with one-eighth grain of the sulphite of sodium. Emesis 
occurred at the end of the seventh minute. 

This was about 6 o'clock, a. m. Shortly afterward she 
got up and went about her household duties and has had no 
attacks since. Her husband tells me that he has paid out a 
fortune in doctors' bills in the last ten years and is naturally 
delighted at the results. 

I have not seen any report of the use of apomorphine in 
this direction, and am confident that in cases such as I have 
presented the drug will be found more valuable than any of 
those hitherto in use. 



The New York Neurological Society has elected the 
following oflScers for the ensuing year : President, Dr. Geo. W. 
Jacoby ; Vice-Presidents, Drs. W. R. Birdsall and C. L. Dana; 
Recording Secretary, Dr. Frederick Peterson ; Corresponding 
Secretary, Dr. E. D. Fisher; Treasurer, Dr. G. M. Hammond. 
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(Eorresponbcnce. 

Treatment of Typhoid Fever — Cobbection in Pormul-k. 

♦ 

Editobs St. Louis Medical and Subgical Journal : 

In my article on The Treatment of Typhoid Fever, which 
appeared in the May number of the Journal, there was a 
typographical error in the formula (page 273). It should read 
as follows : 

!Q;. Acidi carbolicl ffx^ viii. 

Tr.opii (Squibb) f3v. 

Glycerinse g j. 

Aquae menthsB piperitae q. s. ad ; siv. 

Again, on page 274, the dose of Squibb's tincture of opium 
should be gtt. xv instead of gr. xv. Please correct. 
Sedalia, Mo., May 3, 1889. John W. Trader. 

Pseudo-Parasitism in Man. — Botts in the Human Stom- 
ach, — Maggots in the Ear. 

Editors St. Louis Medical and Surgical Journal : 
I was much interested in the articles in the Journal of 
April and May, from the pen of Prof. Summa, M. D., of St. 
Louis, upon the subject of '* Pseudo-Parasitism of Diptera in 
Man," and as I had seen a case some years ago, I will briefly 
here give it : During the spring of 1876, while I was moving 
from Walkerto Fayette Co., Ala., we passed by where an old 
friend of mine lived and I asked him where the doctor was 
(alluding to his son). I was told that he had gone 15 or 20 
miles to see a boy who had been having * 'fits" for over a 
week, as the physician who first had the case could do noth- / 

ing with it. This was the latter part of May. A week later 
I saw the doctor ,who had gone to see the boy ; he could do 
him but little good. Later on the boy (13 or 14 years old,) was 
taken to the office of L. G. Freeman, M. D., who was my pre-^ 
ceptor. As the ^^convulsions" came on, as a rule, when his 
stomach was empty, and as he complained of such a sense of ! 

pain and gnawing in that organ, Dr. Freeman gave him a free 
emetic, and to his astonishment the boy vomited up six or 
eight worm-like insects, which the doctor could not locate. 
He sent some of them to Prof. E. S. Gaillard, of Louisville, 
Ky., at that time, who could give him no satisfaction about 
them. Dr. Freeman then began giving castor oil and spts. tur- 
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pen tine upon an empty stomach, and he was gratified to find 
that a considerable amount of these larvse passed from the 
boy by the bowels, and soon the convulsions ceased. 

I lived twenty- two miles from his ofSce, but I later went 
there, and as the Walker County medical society met at that 
time and had the boy and his mother there, we arrived at the 
truth of the matter. 

The doctor had left some of the larvse in alcohol for us ta 
see. I at once recognized them as the common '^horse-bott," 
as I had dissected the stomachs of several horses and mule& 
which had died of them. 

The question was, how did they get there ? I asked the 
mother if the boy played about the horses^ she said ye& 
*'That he had a pet colt and was always playing with it/'^ 
and that she had noticed that there were more ''nit fly eggs 
on it than she had ever saw." The problem was solved at 
this statement, so all were satisfied as to the way the boy had 
come to have "botts." He afterwards got on all right, was 
kept away from his pet colt and all went well. I give this on 
account of the rarity of such cases. 

In May, 1888, a little child seven months old had otorrhoea 
which was of recent date; there was little attention paid to it. 
At length the child began to cry and fret a great deal. The 
mother noticed that bloody water was being discharged 
which was very offensive. By washing with warm water the 
maggots were plainly to be seen. I did not get to see the 
child while they were in the ear. They had been removed 
by the juice from the common elder leaves, which is the best 
simple remedy I ever used. I learned it from an old stock- 
man. The child's ear soon got well by the use of dry appli- 
cations. Che YES Bevill, 

Winfield, Ark., May 11, 1889. 



Is Homceopathy Dying ? — The official statistics, accord- 
ing to the British Medical Journal, show that Austria is very 
poorly provided with the disciples of Hahnemann. There 
appears to be none in the Italian districts, at all. In Vienna 
there are nineteen. Throughout the empire an honest count 
has shown 118, and of these there are but 44 who profess to 
practice homoeopathy exclusively. This state of affiairs is 
sad (for the homoeopaths), if true. 
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TO CONTRIBUTORS. 



Contributors who desire their articles properly illustrated 
are urged to send photographs of the cases where possible* 
Drawings, especially those made with a . pencil on rough 
paper, get so badly blurred and rubbed-out in the mails that 
it is frequently impossible to make anything of them. In 
oases where the microscopical appearances are to be shown, 
it will be well to send a mounted specimen, as the drawings 
oan then be made directly from photomicrographs in our 
office, and we will always take pleasure in preparing them. 

Although we are giving up much more space than formerly 
to original communications, we have been unable as yet to 
catch quite up, and a few that should have appeared sooner 
are still on hand. These will be published as rapidly as pos- 
sible, and we therefore beg our friends who have favored us 
with them not to get out of patience at the delay. 

A STORY WITH A MORAL. 

Away down South, in central Alabama, in the good old 
times before the war, there lived a man who was noted all 
over that region for his wickedness. This wickedness was not, 
however, of the modern, frontier **bad man from Bitter 
Creek'' sort, but rather of that kind described by Burns in 
Holy Willie's Prayer. Like the subject of this celebrated 
petition to the Throne of Grace, this man ** drank an' he 
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swore an' he played at cards/' and like him, to a certain 
extent '^ he had sich winnin' parts " that he was a great fav- 
orite with the roystering young blades of planters' sons, who 
admired his deviltries, and to a certain extent imitated them. 

The latter fact made this particular '^ wicked man " a sub- 
ject of great anxiety to the good old men and women of the 
country around, and many and many a time he was held up 
as a terrible example, not only in private conversations, but 
in church meetings, and many an effort was made at his con- 
version. The camp-meetings in those days were attended by 
everybody, and here the strongest eflforts were put forth to 
bring him to repentance; but all to no avail. Old Simon 
would laugh at all the rebukes, would listen to all the ser- 
mons and prayers for his conversion, and go on fiddling and 
drinking and gambling as before. One particular Baptist 
preacher, the Rev'd. Bela Bugg^ who was considered as the 
most powerful exhorter in the whole country, finally under- 
took his conversion. Things had got to a very low ebb in 
Simon's larder just about this time, and he attended the camp 
meeting where the Rev'd. Mr. Bugg was holding forth, with 
the view of replenishing his finances in one of the many 
wicked ways for which he was noted (and the story of which 
is told in Johns Hooper's immortal " Life and Adventures of 
Captain Simon Suggs"), and Mr. Bugg improved the occasion 
to go for him with all of the ardor of the great revivalist that 
he was. While he was pouring out his eloquent denuncia- 
tions of Simon's sins, an idea occurred to the victim that it 
might be a good thing to get converted — a good thing finan- 
cially, of course. So to make a long story short, he began to 
exhibit all the outward signs of repentance and conviction, 
and it was not long before old Simon was grovelling in the 
pine straw, howling for mercy, and surrounded by the shout- 
ing brothers and sisters. The effect on the Revd, Bugg was 
tremendous. He pranced up and down around the altar 
shouting out *^ Ha Lord ! Thou knowest if thy sarvent cain't 
fetch 'em, it ainH no use for no-o-body else to try I" 

We never get hold of certain medical manuscripts, or read 
certain reports of cases without thinking of this story — and its 
sequel. We refer to those documents that commence with a 
recital of the desperate condition of the patient, and tell how 
the latter had been '^ under treatment by the various practi- 
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tioners " in the region of the writer thereof, and '^ even under 
the care of the most eminent specialists," hut, of course, all to 
no avail until the right doctor was struck. He ** fetches em " 
every time, and his account of the case, all through, is the 
psean of the Rev'd. Bela Bugg — ^'Ha Lord! thou knowestif 
thy sarvent caint fetch 'em 'taint no use for nobody else to 
try." 

The sequel in these cases is general in parallel with that 
in the conversion of old Simon^ as related in the book above 
alluded to. His religion lasted just long enough for him to 
gain the confidence of the crowd at the camp-meeting and 
take up a big collection to build a church over in his neigh- 
borhood. He took the money down into the swamp to pray 
over it — and sloped with it, losing it all in a big game of faro 
'* in the town of Tuscaloosy." 

We have two such reports of " cases in practice " in hand 
just now and areliolding on to them for '*the sequel." 



Znicroscopa. 

Death of Charles Fasoldt, Sr. — We learn much to our 
surprise and regret, just as we are going to press, that Charles 
JFasoldt, Sr., of Albany, of whose wonderful skill as a ruler of 
micrometric lines on glass and speculum metals we have often 
spoken, died suddenly at his home a few days ago. We have 
no particulars at the moment, and though Mr. Fasoldt was 
well advanced in years (in the seventies) his death comes as a 
great surprise, since it is but a few days since we received a 
letter from him apparently in the best of health and spirits. 
His death is a great loss to American microscopy. A fuller no- 
tice of his work will appear in our next. 

Staining the Red Blood Corpuscles. — In a recent num- 
ber of the Archives de Pharmacie, M. Mayeb recommends the 
following method : Mix 0.4 cubic centimeters of the blood 
under examination with 50 cubic centimeters of a 1 per cent, 
solution of osmic acid, let stand for three minutes, and add 
^0 cubic centimeters of a mixture consisting of 45 parts, by 
volume, of glycerin, 55 parts water, and 17 parts of a 1 per 
-cent, aqueous solution of eosin. This process stains the red 
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corpuscles only, leaving the white untouched, or almost so. 
As the readers of this department of the Journal will proba- 
bly remember, this is almost identically the process devised by 
myself and recommended some three years ago for the stain- 
ing of the morphological elements of urine. For this purpose 
as well as for the red blood corpuscle, we can recommend it as 
thoroughly reliable. 

American Society of Microscopists. — The meeting in 
Buffalo, August 19, promises to be the best and most interest- 
ing reunion that the association has had since that held at 
Cleveland. There are many working members of the Society 
at home in Buffalo, and all take a lively interest in the suc- 
cess of the meeting. Besides this, Buffalo is easy of access- 
and but a short distance from the numerous cities in noithern 
Ohio and western New York and Pennsylvania where the pre- 
ponderance of the membership live. Another thing in favor 
of the meeting this year is that it precedes that of the Ameri- 
can Association for the Advancement of Science, and will 
adjourn in ample time to allow the members of the latter 
association to be on hand at Toronto for the opening of the 
meeting there. Every working microscopist should become a 
member of the American Society, and should when possible 
attend its meetings. We hope to see a full turn-out of all the 
old members and a large number of new names added to the 
lists at Buffalo. The initiation fee, including the first year's 
dues is only $3.00, and subsequent annual dues are $2.00. 
The volume of ** Proceedings '' is worth this much. 

Differential Staining with Carmine alone. — The fact, 
first noted by Ranvier several years ago, that formic acid 
when used as a bleaching agent in carmine stainings, acts 
with unequal energy and rapidity upon the different morpho 
logical elements, may be utilized for the differentiation of 
these elements in a most beautiful manner. It furnishes, for 
instance, the very best method of demonstrating Bowman's, 
or the anterior basal membrane, the sutured fibres, the ex- 
tremely delicate lamellae which separate the strata of the 
cornea, and the corneal corpuscles, in perpendicular sections 
of the eye. The sections are first stained with a neutral or 
but feebly ammoniacal solution of carmine, and after rinsing 
off the surplus carmine, are placed in a mixture of formic 
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acid and glycerine, the strength of which may be proportion- 
ate to the rapidity of the desired bleaching. If a plenty of 
time is at our disposal, a mixture containing 5 per cent, of 
formic acid will be sufficiently strong. The process of bleach- 
ing commences at once and continues until the membrane of 
Bowman and the sutured fibres alone are left colored. It can 
of course be stopped at any point by removing from the acid 
bath and rinsing in water. 

A good and simple Method of mounting Diatoms. — 
The following, communicatad to the Journal de Micrographie 
by M. B. de Languibaudi^re, it« a most simple and excellent 
method of mounting diatoms : A well-cleaned cover-glass is 
placed on a little iron or brass heating table (or, in its absence, 
a stout printer's rule, properly supported, will answer), and 
with a pipette, two or three drops of distilled water are placed 
on it. The diatomaceous material, preserved in alcohol, is 
then taken up with a pipette, and a single drop let fall on the 
surface of the water. The well known repulsive action be- 
tween the alcohol and water takes place and, as a result, the 
diatoms are evenly scattered over the whole surface of the 
cover. A gentle heat is then applied to the table and the 
water and alcohol evaporated, care being taken not to get the 
plate so hot that a boiling or bubbling action is set up. The 
cover glass is now ready for subsequent manipulations accord- 
ing to any of the well-known methods. One of the bept i& 
that of Braun, wherein balsam of Tolu, rendered very fluid 
by benzol is the medium, though Canada balsam or dammar 
answer just as well. A drop or more of this is allowed to fall 
on the cover-glass charged with diatoms, the whole is put in 
a proper place and the benzol allowed to evaporate sponta- 
neously or by the aid of a gentle heat. When the balsam 
has reached the proper consistency the cover-glass is placed 
on a slip previously warmed, and allowed to settle to place by 
its own gravity. 

Ignorance of the Microscope among Physicians. — Dr. 
James Tyson, in the course of a paper in the Philadelphia 
Medical News on the ** Relation of Albuminuria to Life Insur- 
ance '' among other allegations, avers that he has heard men 
with good medical education say that casts were present in a 
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given specimen, ^hen there were none ; certain granular 
aggregations having beeii mistaken for them. ^* Take, for 
instance," says he, '*so simple a matter as examining for 
tube castS; which may be regarded as almost the easiest sort 
of microscopical work, yet how few medical examiners are 
competent to make such examinations. Most of them have 
no microscopes, and many who have them use them so rarely 
that their opinion, whether positive or negative as to the 
presence of casts, caii not be relied upon." That these state- 
ments are true every practical microscopist knows only too 
well. Within the past month the writer has received two 
fiamples of urine, reported by physicians in good repute 
** as full of tube casts", and upon examination found not a 
trace of a cast. On another occasion the urine was reported 
to be free from casts and yet contained a notable quantity of 
them. There is no excuse for this. The physician should 
know how to use the microscope sufficiently well for such ex- 
aminations as these i but if for any reason he has not acquired 
this knowledge, he has no business pretending to it, and every 
fee taken under such circumstances is money obtained under 
false pretences. F. L. J. 



Dermatology anb (BenitO'Urinara Diseases. 

Therapeutics of Skin Sarcomata. — In an interesting 
series of papers on Sarcomata of the Skin, Dr. Funk (British 
Journal of Dermatology) states that arsenic, injected under the 
skin, has without doubt perfectly cured some cases of multiple 
idiopathic skin sarcomata, numerous cases of pseudoleuksemia 
and a few other new growths. In solitary skin sarcomata an 
«arly and perfect extirpation often shows good results ; the 
section surfaces ought to be examined microscopically. There 
is no doubt that the operation, especially in melanosarcoma, 
may also have the worst consequences. In sarcomatous ul- 
cerations iodoform ointment is of great benefit. Two cases of 
this last are reported cured by means of a 10 per cent, iodo- 
form ointment. 

Thiol. — This therapeutic agent possesses the reducing 
properties of ichthyol and resorcin with the advantage of 
being very cheap. Its action has been well described by 
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Reeps and later on by Dr. F. Buzzi (Monatahefte fuer Praktische 
Dermatologie) who has successfully employed it in the treat- i 

ment of seborrhcea, rosacea, acne vulgaris, eczema, etc. The \ 

dry thiol is in the form of small, brownish -black, shining 
scales. It can be easily rubbed up into a powder. It is easily 
soluble in water and a 40% solution has the consistency of 
syrup, of 1.080 sp. gr. It may be used internally as well a& 
externally. A powder containing from 10 to 20 % of the 
powder, the remainder being talc, starch, or oxide of zinc, is 
a very useful application in vesicular troubles such as zoster, 
dematitis herpetiformis, impetigo, pemphigus, etc. 

Gonorrhcea with Purpura Rheumatica. — Dr. W. A. 
Phillips reports the case of a milkman of 19, (Jour. Am. Med^ 
Ab8.) who had chronic gonorrhoea. On Feb. 8th, he had an 
acute exacerbation ; an effervescence appeared on the lower 
extremities on Feb. 20, and pain in and swelling of several 
joints on March 2. The macules were those of purpura. On 
March 12, a large number of wheals appeared suddenly on the 
lower extremities, varying in size from a pea to a silver half- 
dollar. No itching and old macules brown-yellow. On March 
13, wheals had all vanished, leaving fresh macules. There 
was no previous history of rheumatism. The majority of the 
lesions of the skin were of a hsemorrhagic nature and the crop 
of March 12, was undoubtedly one of purpura urticans. 

Late Tuberculo-Ulcerating Syphilide. — In the course of 
a paper on this subject, Dr Henry W. Blanc states (New Or-- 
leans Medical and Surgical Journal) that the cutaneous lesion 
of long-standing syphilis is a local one, confined to narrow 
limits on the surface, and consists either in a tubercular 
deposit, or as the result of it — an undermined ulcer. * These 
deposits are generally arranged in groups, ringform or cres- 
centic, and seem always about to form a ringed or circular 
patch, though the rule is that they shall fall short of doing so. 
Frequently several of these crescentic patches are seen close 
together, and their arrangement presents the outline of an in- 
complete circle or ellipse. 

Chancre of Tongue. — At one of the weekly clinical re. 
unions of the Hopital St. Louis (Annalea de Dermatologie et de 
Syphiligraphie) M. Vidal presented a male patient^ of 27, a 
watchmaker by trade, who six weeks after connection noticed 
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a lenticular, indolent ulcer at the point of the tongue. It was 
accompanied hy douhle submaxillary adenopathy. Two weeks 
later, when seen, the ulcer had the appearance of an antero- 
posterior gutter three times as long as it was broad ^ cup- 
shaped. The bottom was greyish, the edges purple and in 
durated, the induration implicating the entire thickness of the 
tip of the tongue. A red papular eruption, and whose distribu- 
tion was discrete, existed upon the trunk. No roseola had 
shown itself. One of the most interesting points, in connec- 
tion with this case, is not mentioned, viz : the manner in 
which the primary lesion was acquired at the tip of the 
tongue. 

Congenital Neuropathic Papilloma. — This interesting 
condition, to which attention has been called by Gerhardt, is 
one not often seen. It is essentially a papillomatous condi- 






Fig. 56. Fig. 56. Fig. 57. • 

Congenital Neuropathic Papillomata; Distribution. 

tion of the skin, the elevations being covered with fissures 
and loosened epidermis. The distribution is along the course 
of certain cutaneous nerves. It is congenital and accompa- 
nied by neurotic symptoms. Geo. Edward Wherry describes 
a case in the Practitioner. The distribution is shown in Figs. 
55, 56 and 57. The patient, a girl of 15, was affected from birth. 
Itching and irritation are intense in the dull-red, rough and 
warty-looking papules. The treatment was the application of 
potassa fusa, which gave very satisfactory results, common 
snesation being apparently unaffected. 
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Elephantiasis of Arm following a Burn. — Wm. Berry, 
F. R. C. S. I., reports quite an interesting case {Provincial 
Medical Journal) which be observed in a man, aged 60, of a 
feeble, pasty cachectic appearance. Twelve years before he 
burned his right hand and forearm. It suppurated for a long 
iime ; and, as it gradually healed, hypertrophy of the tissuea 
-commenced. The appearance presented is well shown in 




Fig. 58. Elephentluia of A.tta followiDE a Burn, 
figure 58, which strongly resembles cases of dilatation and 
occlusion of the lymph channels tigured by Buseyin his work 
on the subject. Amputation was performed and followed by 
a rapid recovery. 

Electrolytic Treatment of Strictures of the Urethra. 
— U. Fort has formulated the following conclusions before the 
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Academy of Medidne at Paris : 1^. His instrument is a new 
one. 2^. His procedure cannot be charged with the relapses 
seen to follow other methods. 3^. Two patients who are 
known and who were operated upon at Prof. Richet's clinic at 
PH6tel-Dieu, a year ago, are in good health and are not 
threatened with narrowing although they did not submit to 
subsequent dilatation. 4^. Electrolysis is preferable toureth* 
otomy, dilatation or divulsion, even if it were demonstrated 
that relapses are the rule instead of the exception. 5^. Linear 
electrolysis is a method which is a rapid, painless and abso- 
lutely innocuous method which replaces the incision by a blood- 
less linear destruction of the tissues. The method of Dr. 
Fort, together with a cut of his instrument, has appeared io 
a former number of this Journal. 0-D. 



Diseases of ttje €ae axib €ar. 

Substitute for Head-Band. — The latest suggestion for 
a substitute for the head-band for holding mirrors in ophthaU 
mological practice is to hold the mirror with the teeth. The 
suggestion, which comes originally from Lucae, is a good one 
under ordinary circumstances — but suppose a fellow has no 
teeth? Would gumming the mirror do as well? 

Storage Battery for Illuminating and Galvano-Cautery 
Purposes. — Every physician who has had experience in try- 
ing to keep the ordinary electrical batteries in order and al- 
ways ready for immediate use, will joyfully hail the appearance 
of any reliable device to take their places. My experience is 
that when an ordinary galvanic battery is most needed, it is 
least likely to work. A sudden demand for its use is almost 
certain to find it useless. Dr. Sexton exhibited a storage 
battery to the American Otological Society, designed especially 
for surgeons' use. The battery is described as easily portable 
and reliable, and can be used for both illumination and cau- 
terization, and I suppose also for electrolysis. It is claimed 
that this battery will work continuously for twenty-four hours, 
and will remain charged for weeks. It can be charged (or 
filled) from a chemical battery or a dynamo. Transportation 
has no effect on the charged electricity. If this battery is as 
reliable and eff'ective as Dr. Sexton reports it to be, it is the 
coming battery for surgeons' and physicians' use. 
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Remarkable Dilatability of the Pupils. — A single lady, 
about 60 years old, consulted me last week about her slowly 
failing vision. One eye was quite blind ; with the other she 
could see enough to get about alone fairly well. At a glance 
it was evident that she was getting cataracts, one much far- 
ther advanced than the other. In order to inspect the interior 
of the eyes thoroughly, it was necessury to dilate the pupils. 
For this purpose I dropped atropine solution into each eye. 
In testing the reaction of the pupils I noticed that both were 
unusually active. After a few minutes, I was greatly sur- 
prised to see that both irides had entirely disappeared from 
view. They had drawn themselves behind the sclero- corneal 
junction far enough to become invisible. With the ophthal- 
moscope the extreme edges of the cataractous lenses could be 
seen. Such remarkable dilatability of the pupils I have 
never before seen, nor do I remember that a similar case has 
ever been observed. If so, it certainly has not been reported. 
Complete absence of all color gave the patient and her eyes 
a most peculiar and odd appearance. .Neither cataract was 
ripe and, of course, neither eye ready for an operation. 

Whisky and Tobacco Amblyopia. — A short time since 
a middle-aged man called to consult me on account of slowly 
failing vision. He had been using glasses for reading pur- 
poses for several years, but he had always had excellent 
vision up to about 12 months since, when he began to notice 
that he could not see as sharply as usual. This dimness 
increased very gradually. After awhile.he began to have diflS- 
culty in reading, particularly by artificial light and thought his 
glasses did not suit his eyes but could find none better. In 
dark places it was difficult to make out objects. Soon all 
things seemed to be covered by a fog or mist. The eyes were 
never red or painful. His general health was good. Both 
eyes, externally, were normal in every respect. The pupils 
were slightly large and somewhat sluggish. The internal 
structures were all apparently in a normal condition. Possi- 
bly the optic discs were slightly redder than they should have 
been. The usual tests showed the vision to be very defective 
— only about i normal — an.d no glasses improved it, both 
eyes being equally defective. There were absolutely no 
visible causes for the great visual defect. On close inquiry I 
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learned that the patient had been a regular drinker of whisky 
straight for many years, taking several drinks a day, and had 
been for long years an inveterate smoker. In fact he. stated 
that he was constantly smoking from the time he got out of 
the bed till he returned to it ! These facts make the diagnosis 
extremely easy, \iz., whisky and tobacco amblyopia. It is hard 
to say which bad habit had most to do in poisoning the blood 
and thus blunting the natural sensibilities of the visual organs. 
Either one often causes such amblyopia. The prognosis is 
good. I told the man he would gradually regain his vision 
if he would give up entirely and forever both bad habits, but 
advised him to gradually discontinue them,butthat both must 
be entirely stopped in the course often days. In such cases 
I advise gradual stoppage because sudden withdrawal. of the 
accustomed strong nerve stimuli may make the patient sick or 
«ven cause an attack of delirium tremens. 

Haemorrhages into the Vitreous Chamber. — I now have 
a middle-aged man under treatment, who, some weeks since, 
became suddenly blind in one eye. He had been in good 
health, had had no trouble with the eye, and knew no cause 
for the sudden blindness. 

The examination showed that the vitreous humor was full 
of blood clots. The immediate cause, therefore, of the blind- 
ness, was hsemorrhage into the vitreous chamber, which also 
accounts for its suddenness. Where the blood came from 
oould not be determined. I could not get even a glimpse of 
the fundus on account of the thick blood clots. If they had 
been out of the way, there is no probability that the point 
from which the blood came could have been discovered. Out 
of the many cases of the kind I have treated, I have never 
yet been able to see the point from which the blood escaped. 
In my judgment, in all such cases, the blood comes from 
some part of the ciliary body, and that of course is too far 
forward to be seen with the opththalmoscope. 

The primary cause of the haemorrhage must be either a 
circumscribed spot of inflammation, or a local degeneration 
of one or more blood vessels. It cannot be determined 
whether the blood comes from arteries or veins, but most 
likely from the former, as the latter would hardly have suffi- 
■cient power to force the blood into the vitreous humor. 
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While the scape of blood is spoken of as a hsmorrhage, it 
must be understood that only a few drops really escape^ but it 
is enough to render the vitreous humor perfectly opaque and 
cause, temporarily, complete blindness. 

My experience shows that such hsmorrhages occur more 
frequently in people between the age of twenty and sixty 
years. 

The diagnosis is easy. The prognosis is unfavorable ; not 
that the effused blood will not be absorbed, oftentimes com- 
pletely. The danger lies in the probability that repeated 
hsemorrhages will take place (this has been my experience 
in all the cases that I have treated, so far as I now remember), 
until sooner or later the vitreous chamber is constantly full of 
blood. In the case I now have on hand, the blood is absorb- 
ing nicely, and the man begins to see pretty well, but I am 
daily expecting a return of the hsemorrhage. 

I do not think that syphilis has anything to do in the 
causation of the bleeding. None of my cases have been 
syphilitic so far as I could determine. In such an event the 
prognosis would be better. 

The treatment is wholly empyrical. I have always used 
iodide of potassium and bichloride of mercury with a view of 
promoting absorption. These will not prevent recurring 
haemorrhages. 

In this account hsemorrhages in ordinary choroiditis and 

retinitis, are excluded. In the class of cases referred to here, 

I have never been able to discover anything abnormal either 

in the choroid or retina. I believe, as stated above, that the 

trouble, whatever it is is in the ciliary body. 

A. D. Williams, M. D. 



Iowa State Medical Society. — At its last annual meeting 
the Iowa State Medical Society elected the following officers 
to serve during the ensuing year : President, Dr. J. M. Em- 
mert, Atlantic; First Vice-President, Dr. Geo. F. Jenkens, 
Keokuk , Second Vice-President, Dr. E. F. Clapp, Iowa City; 
Secretary, Dr. C. F. Darnall, West Union ; Assistant Secre- 
tary, Dr. J. W. Covelower, Des Moines; Treasurer, Dr. G. R. 
Skinner, Cedar Rapids. The next meeting will be held at 
Des Moines, on the third Wednesnay in May, 1889. 
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Diseases of Ctjilbren* 

Diphtherial — From the time that Bretonneau gave hia 
first essay on this subject, in 1821, designating the disease by 
the name it now bears, up to the present, when medical liter- 
ature is teeming with observations and theories on the nature 
of the afTection, our ideas are still obscure, and we are still 
vacillating as to the measures for relief, as witness our changes 
from old remedies to new, the last being always the best, the 
sole reliable. It may well be that we meet the disease with 
apprehension, for with all our measures^ prophylactic or cur- 
ative, the fact is undeniable that the mortality from the dis* 
ease increases each year. 

It is remarkable, in view of this fact, how diverse are the 
opinions of authorities on the contagiousness of the disease. 
Some hardly recognize it ; some would limit the poison ta 
the area of a room, possibly it might be carried through the 
air for short distances ; the epidemic form alone is contagious ; 
sporadic cases are always mild, or are merely diphtheroid. 
It is safer to consider the disease, in all cases, mild or severe,^ 
as very contagious. The virus, pre-existing (it does not arise 
de novo) is received into or upon the system and so passing 
from one to another may be disseminated more or less in- 
tensely for an indefinite period. Another interesting feature 
about the contagious principle is its intense vitality. What- 
ever it touches it adheres to most tenaciously, and may thus 
be carried long distances without losing its power. It may 
be propagated in upper rooms or in underground, ill-ventil- 
ated places ; in old,disused sewers it may remain an indefinite 
time, but when opened it is disseminated through the neigh- 
boring domiciles, and we have inexplicable cases of diphtheria 
in apparently the most healthy part of a city. 

It may be superfluous to repeat so often what may appear 
to the physician mere platitudes in reference to the disease^ 
but it is thus only that we can realize the subtlety and vital- 
ity of the poison, and proceed in a rational way to destroy, 
perhaps to eradicate it. Thus far we have not reached such 
control as we have gained in cholera, yellow fever and the 
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like^ but we can go so far as in a measure to prevent the dis- 
ease, and herein lies our power of treatment. 

Every physician is well informed on the measures of pro- 
phylaxis. Starting with the bacterial organipms (which give 
rise to the disease, if not by their direct action, says Oertel, 
but by the production of a ptomaine) infecting the constitu- 
tion, we must seek their extinction by the isolation of patients 
and their disinfection and the disinfecting of apartments and 
everything which can catch the germ poison. Persons unaf- 
fected, as physicians, nurses and others, may be the carriers 
of the disease, not only as coming from the sick room, but 
even at long intervals, which may explain the recurrence of 
diphtheria at stated seasons. 

So far as the actual treatment is concerned, I know of noth- 
ing better than, locally, the detergent application to the mucous 
membrane, when it can be reached without suffering to the 
patient, of antiseptic sprays,particularly of mercuric chloride- 
Internally, our sheet anchor is calomel. 

Our local Board of Health has done much towards 
fumigating and disinfecting premises infected with diph- 
theria ; it could do much more by instructing the people on 
the subject of infectious diseases and by the promulgation of 
rules for disinfection. In many instances the disinfecting of 
apartments, furniture, etc., is very carelessly done ; then bet- 
ter not done at all, for it is yielding to the prejudices and 
opposition of those whose greatest concern it should be to 
eradicate the disease. 

In the ^^Treatise on Diphtheria" by A. Jacobi,M.D., there 
is a copy of the rules for disinfection published by the 
National Board of Health in 1879, which should be widely 
distributed among all classes of the community. It would be 
a wise procedure on the part of our Board of Health to take 
one step farther in the prevention of contagion, by publishing 
these rules, and putting them in the hands of every house- 
holder. The physician is required by ordinance to report 
every case of infectious disease which comes under his notice. 
Let every one feel it to be a bounden duty to aid in disinfec- 
tion by following out the instructions which are so clearly 
defined and so easy of accomplishment. J. S. B. A. 
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€xcerpts from Hussian, Boljcmtan anb poUsIj 

3ournaIs. 

Tincture of Iodine in Diphtheria. — In the Moscow bi- 
weekly Jfediteinsfcoie ObozreniCf No. 6, 1889, p. 641, Dr. lakov 
L. Gold viig, of Kozeletz, writes that the best treatment of diph- 
theria consists in painting the affected parts with undiluted 
tincture of iodine, once daily. The procedure causes but a 
short lived sensation of burning. Any other external or inter- 
nal means are said to be superfluous. The drug rapidly dis- 
infects and destroys diphtheritic deposits, and cuts short the 
morbid process. He brings forward forty-six successive cases 
treated by him after the plan. Of these, only four (8.6 per 
cent) ended in death, the remaining forty-two recovering. In 
one case, a single application effected a cure ; in thirteen, two ; 
in twelve, three ; only in four cases did from six to eight paint- 
ings prove to be necessary. 

On the Treatment of Diphtheria. — In the Moscow ther- 
apeutic weekly Novoati Terapiiy No. 10, 1889, p. 145,. Dr. 
Afanasy S. Shtcherbakoff, of Rostov-on-Don, writes that any 
treatment of this formidable disease can prove successful only 
when it is resorted to during the earlier stages. Under that 
<5ondition, the best results are obtained by him from the fol- 
lowing therapeutic combination. 1°. Liberal nutritious diet- 
tary , including good wine. 2°. The internal use of analgesine 
in full doses, twice daily, both in children and adults. 3^. 
Brushing the throat with this solution: 

Q Acidi borici. jrr. zv. 

Olei martis 3 j. 

Glycerini 3 ij. 

M. D. S. To apply several times a day. 

4°. Steam inhalations of lime water repeated every ten 
minutes. 5"^. Gargling the throat and mouth with the follow- 
ing mixture : 

9 Infusiherbse salviae lb i. 

Sodii biboratis Si* 

Mellis deBpumati 3 ss. 

M. D. S. To use frequently. 
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Hydrate of Chloral and Morphine in Puerperal 
Eclampsia. — Dr. Maria A. Panfilovitch, a lady physician of 
Kaluga, relates (Proceedings of the Kaluga Medical Society for 
1888, 1889, March 28, p. 33) seven cases of puerperal eclamp- 
sia in which she resorted to the rectal injection of hydrate of 
chloral, three drachm doses, and the hypodermic injection of 
one-sixth of a grain of morphine. One of the women had 
come under observation in a moribund state. In the remain- 
ing six patients, the injections were more or less rapidly fol- 
lowed by the cessation of convulsions. Of the six women, one 
subsequently (about six weeks after labor) died from puer- 
peral pyaemia, while the other five made a complete, though 
rather slow recovery. In all, albuminuria was present which 
gradually disappeared in from two to four weeks after parturi- 
tion. Of the infants, one only was saved. It is worth while 
to add that in one of the successful cases baths, wet packs, and 
pilocarpine (in the dose of one-fifth grain, under the skin) 
were simultaneously employed; means which, probably, 
largely contributed to a favorable issue of the case [Vide Dr. 
Maslovsky's communications on pilocarpine in eclampsia in 
the St. Louis Medical and Surgical Journal, Jan. 1889, p. 
35 ; also Str'izover's in the London Medical Record, 1887, p. 60; 
Cantilena's i6., 1883, p. 23; Browne's ib. 1880, p. 92, etc.— 
Reporter,'] 

The Action of Iodoform on Pyogenic Microbes. — In 
the Polish weekly Przeglad Lekarski, Nos. 48, 49 and 60, 1888, 
Dr. Justyn Karlinski publishes a series of his interesting bac- 
terioscopic researches, undertaken to study the influence of 
iodoform on pyogenic bacteria. The gist may be given thus ; 
1°. Iodoform does not manifest any direct parasiticide influ- 
ence on any microbes of suppuration, since neither their 
development and growth, nor their vitality, nor their pyogenic 
properties show any alterations even after a prolonged contact 
of the microbes with the medicine. 2^. Its beneficial efiects 
in surgical practice are dependant solely upon its drying 
action on the field of operation, in the sense that the drug 
enters into some combinations with proteid bodies and forms 
such compounds which represent an unfavorable soil for the 
growth and development of the micro-organisms in question. 
3°. Iodoform, however, arrests, or at any rate limits, putre- 
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faction, and consequently, may protect the patient's system 
from a general septicfiemic infection. The latter property of 
the drug, certainly fully deserves attention on the part of the 
practitioner. [A valuable paper on the '' Present Aspect of the 
Iodoform Question," by Dr. W. W. Van Arsdale, may be found 
in the Annals of Surgery^ March, 1889, p. 202. — Reporter,'] 

On the Toxicology of Corrosive Sublimate. — In the 
Bohemian weekly Casopia Ceskich Lekaruv, Nos. 6 and 7, 1889, 
Professor laroslav Hlava, of Prague, writes that having re- 
peated Kaufmann's experiments concerning poisoning by cor- 
rosive sublimate, he found invariably in all cases : 1°. Venous 
congestion in internal organs of the body, accompanied with 
arterial ansemia ; 2°, In the lungs, CBdema and a mottled 
appearance of the organ depending upon an unequal distribu- 
tion of congestion ; 3^. In the intestinal mucous membrane, 
congestion and small-sized ecchymoses in acute cases; in- 
flamed and necrotic areas in subacute ones ; 4**. In the kid- 
neys, congestions in acute poisoning, while in subacute cases 
there were detected ansemia, calcareous deposits (Prevost's 
** infarctions,'' Virchow's ''metastases") in the uriniferous 
tubules, desquamation of the epithelia, transudation of blood 
and albumen (as in glomerulo nephritis), punctiform haemor- 
rhages, capillary thrombosis. The latter was found also in 
the intestinal mucous membrane and lungs. On the whole, 
Professorr Hlava repudiates Treitz's theory, according to 
which the poison gives rise primarily to renal lesions leading 
to uraemia which in its turn produces, in a secondary way, 
various morbid changes in the intestines, etc. While admit- 
ting that the sublimate causes morbid alterations in the kid- 
ney, the author thinks that the most important ones arise in 
the large bowel ; as stated already, the lesions consist in 
haemorrhage, inflammation and necrosis (sometimes leading 
to intestinal perforations), their clinical manifestations being 
bloody diarrhoea. The immediate cause of the renal and pul- 
monary changes is thought to be multiple capillary thrombosis. 

Case of Actinomycosis in Man Cured by Operation. — 
In the Polish weekly Oazeta Lekarska^ No. 3, 1889, p. 46, Dr. 
Wladyslaw I. Matlakowski, an eminent surgeon of Warsaw, 
details a remarkable instance of actinomycosis, permanently 
and completely cured by timely energetic^surgical interference. 
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Tbe case refers to a robust farmer of 46, who applied to the 
author on account of a painless cervical tumor which had 
appeared, without any visible cause, about six weeks before. 
On examination, there was found a diffuse, uneven, but 
slightly elevated, tense, hard swelling situated just below the 
angle of the.right lower jaw and reaching posteriorly to the 
sterno-cleido-mastoid muscle and anteriorly to the median 
line of the neck, its lower boundary being at the level of the 
upper edge of the thyroid cartilage, and the upper one at the 
lower edge of the jaw. The integument over the tumor was 
reddened and infiltrated, while at two spots there were seen 
minute openings, discharging a peculiar transparent, serum- 
like fluid with small sized grains resembling boiled sago. 
Microscopic examination proved that the grains were nothing 
else than typical concretions of the rayfungus (M. Afanas'ieff's 
actinocladothrix). The patient's internal organs were found 
to be reproachlessly healthy, his general state excellent. 
Without any delay. Dr. Matlakowski proceeded to extirpate 
the tumor and all in toto. An incision was made along the 
lower edge of the jaw, two others (curved ones) beginning 
from the extremities of the first and encircling the W^ole dis- 
eased territory. Besides the integument and subcutaneous 
cellular tissue, there were removed a half of each belly of the 
mu8culu8 diagastricus mandibulas, an anterior portion of the 
upper part of the sterno-cleido-mastoid, the whole mylo-hyoid, 
the whole submaxillary (salivary) gland, and an inferior 
piece of the parotid. An extensive and deep raw surface re- 
sulted, at the (irregular) bottom of which there lay exposed 
the cervical and sublingual nerves, etc. All attempts to cover 
the large defect (by pulling together the cutaneous edges) 
failed. For several days there were observed some fever and 
such symptoms as painful swallowing, etc., but ultimately 
the wound healed by granulation. When seen two years 
later, the man was found to be in excellent health, in which 
condition he had remained since the operation. 

On Hypnotism in Therapeutic and Forensic Respects. 
— In the Veatnik Klinitch^»koi i Sudebnoi Psikhiatriiy Vol. II, 
1889, p. 66, Professor Stanislav N. Danillo, of St. Petersburg, 
published a valuable paper on hypnotism, based mainly on 
extensive researches of his own. The essential results of 
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his experiments may be summed up briefly as follows: A, 
The Therapeutic Effects, Dr. Danillo studied the action, both 
of the hypnotic sleep and suggestion. 1^. In organic cerebral 
or spinal disease, the remedial influence of hypnotism and 
suggestions is practically nil. Thus, in hemiplegia with late 
contractures there was observed a slight relaxation of the mus- 
cles affected, during sleep, but on awakening the contractures 
became even stronger than before the hypnotisation. Neither 
could the suggestion produce any change in hemiplegia with 
anaesthesia and anosmia. Similarly, in tabes and chronic 
myelitis suggestions utterly failed to improve the atactic gait 
in the former, or the spastic one in the latter. 2°. In /wnc- 
tional nervous disease, the results are scarcely much better. 
In paralysis agitans, suggestions failed to arrest tremor. In 
epilepsy (three cases), the hypnotic state (without suggestions) 
was invariably followed by sensations of fatigue and vague fear, 
while in two patients, after three sittings, the fits became dis- 
tinctly more frequent and more intense. In a case of chorea, 
however, three stances (suggestions) appeared to somewhat 
diminish the intensity of the movements. In two chronic 
alcoholics the results proved wholly negative. But in two 
cases of hemicrania in hysterical women suggestions ('*no 
headache") gave fairly stable efiects, while in fifteen cases of 
male and female hysteria, such symptoms as motor palsies 
and convulsive fits of a more or less recent origin, aphasia, 
aphonia, anaesthesia, were relieved. As a rule, however, re- 
lapses followed, the tendency being especially common in 
women with hereditary neurotic or psychopathic predisposi- 
tion, and here again, more especially during the menstrual 
period. 3°. In mental disease, hypnotism has no value what- 
ever. Neither patients suffering from mania or maniacal ex- 
citement, nor those subject to secondary dementia can be 
put asleep. In primary forms suggestion fails to remove 
either delirium, or delusions. 4^. On the whole, the thera- 
peutic efiects of hypnotism in nervous and mental diseases are 
yet very doubtful and unstable. At all events, the subject 
requires further extensive and careful experimental researches. 
5"^. The therapeutic application of hypnotism should be 
placed exclusively in the hands of medical men well versed 
in the matter. B. From a forensic point of view the follow- 
ing facts are especially important. 1^. There is no doubt 
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whatever, that, ander certain conditions, the person can be 
brought into the hypnotic state without his being conscious 
of the procedure, or even against his will. Since a subject 
put into such a state is actually helpless or defenceless, it is 
obvious that hypnotism may sometimes be employed for 
criminal purposes. 2^. The same may be said in regard to 
the suggestions made during a hypnotic state. Criminal ac- 
tions may be suggested to unconscious persons and subse- 
quently performed by the latter. Hysterical subjects are 
especially supceptible to suggestions, and, accordingly, espe- 
cially run the risk of being converted into criminals in that 
way. The question naturally arises whether such ''crimi- 
nals " are responsible for their deeds. Since they act under 
the influence of an enforced idea, being unable to straggle 
against it, their '' freedom of action " is obviously restricted, 
if not abolished altogether. Still, the matter requires further 
experimental inquiries, since Gilles de la Tourette asserts 
that some persons who have received a hypnotic suggestion, 
prove able to show a certain resistance to the idea enforced. 
3°. In common with Brouardel and Ladame, Dr. Danillo 
justly raises his protest against any employment of hypnotism 
as a means of extorting confessions from persons prosecuted 
(rightly or wrongly) by the law. The medical man has no 
right, whatever, to take upon himself the part of a coroner or 
policeman. 4**. All public hypnotic performances (as prac- 
ticed now all over the world by various '* professional Ayp- 
noiiseura^^ who are invariably utterly ignorant characters and 
profit-mongers) should be strictly prohibited by law, since in 
ignorant and careless hands the procedure may easily give 
rise to more or less grave injuries to the nervous system of 
the persons experimented upon. 

Valerius Idelson, M. D. 



The Medical Branch Texas University. — The City 
Council of Galveston have appropriated $25,000 towards 
building the Texas Medical College, (Medical Department 
State University.) The State, at last session of the Legisla- 
ture, appropriated $50,000, and the site has been donated by 
private citizens ; so the prospect is that we will soon have a 
medical school under State management. 
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2ncbtcal progress. 

THERAPEUTICS. 

Treatment of Headache. — E. Lloyd Jones has found 
that the sipping of cold water relieves headache in a short 
time, in a large number of cases (^Practitioner), In acute 
eases of low-pressure headache, e. g., the toxic headaches 
from alcohol and tobacco, exercise and food are potent reme- 
dies. Relief is obtained from cardiac stimulants, such as the 
following : 

1^ SpirituB ammonise aromat 3 ss. 

Spiritus chloroformi Mx. 

Aquse, ad 3 j. 

M. Ft. Sol. Sig. : Take at a dose. 
In more chronic cases, prolonged treatment is necessary. 

Dujardin-Beaumetz' Treatment of Diarrhcea. — The 
following, according to Le Monde Pharmaceutiquey is the for- 
mula for a mixture, used in acute diarrhoeas with excellent 
results by Dr. Dujardin-Beaumetz : 

9 Bismuth subnitrate 3ijss. 

Sydenham's laudanum 3 ijss. 

Infusion of spear-mint : 3 v. 

Infusion of linden flowers S ij • 

Syrup of rhatany g j . 

Mix. The dose is a tablespoonful, to be given every half 
hour. The diet should consist of white of egg beaten up in 
water and sweetened to taste. In very severe cases, as in 
choleraic diarrhceas, the treatment should be supplemented 
by starch and laudanum enemata. The infusion of linden 
flowers (hydrolat de tillande) is added simply to improve the 
taste of the potion and may be supplanted by any similar 
corrigerant. The albuminated water alone is a most excellent 
remedy in ordinary diarrhoeas, and one of the editors of the 
Journal has used it with uniform success in years past in the 
treatment of subacute and chronic diarrhoeas. In spite of it& 
insipidity patients soon learn to like it, and will frequently 
consume a large number of eggs daily in this manner. 

Treatment of Seminal Emissions. — Dr. John K. Mitch- 
ell divides seminal emissions, properly speaking, into two 
classes (^Univeraity Medical Magazine). In one there are emis- 
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flions, usually during sleep, without erection, or with only an 
attempt at erection ; in the other, the semen is only voided 
during erection, or upon some irritation, mental or physical. 
In the former the treatment should be a tonic such as the 
•following : 

B Strychnise Salphatis (rr. i 

Acidl PhoBphoric, dil fgii 

M. Ft. Sol. Sig : 25 drops in water after each meal. 

In the latter kind bromides, or, better, a mixture of hy- 
drobromic acid and bromide of soda or of lithium, are good. 
Of course, general hygienic directions are to be given and a 
search made for irritative points, notably old strictures. 

Analgesine in Diabetes. — At the s6ance of April IB of 
the Academic de M^decine M. Panas introduced two subjects 
who had been afflicted with diabetic cataract and who had 
been completely cured under treatment with analgesine 
-(dimethyloxyquinizin) in doses of 16 grains repeated thrice 
daily. In the discussion which followed, Prof. Germain See 
stated that he had known of a number of cases of diabetes 
cured by the use of the drug. 

Green Coffee in Affections of the Liver, Nephritic 
Colic and Diabetes. — As lon^ ago as 1866, says the Moniteur 
de Therapeutique, Dr. Landarrabilco called attention to the 
value of green (unparched) coflTee in the therapeutics of gout, 
gravel, nephritic colics and migraine. Since that time he 
has continued to employ the substance, and his successes have 
been sufficiently frequent to cause him again to bring the 
subject before the irfedical profession. He uses a mixture of 
the berries, in which two parts of Martinique coffee are mixed 
with one part of Mocha and one of coffee from Isle de Bour- 
bon. Of this mixture 25 grams (say 3 drams) are macerated 
over night, or for 10 or 12 hours, in a glass of cold water. 
The water, after passing through a strainer or filter, is to be 
taken, at one dose, the first thing on rising in the morning 
Breakfast may be taken immediately afterward. Dr. Lan. 
darrabilco reports several cases of hepatic and nephritic dis- 
eases cured by this remedy after having resisted all other 
forms of medication, and in which the waters of Vichy, Carls- 
bad, Pougues and Evain had failed. The remedy was once 
<][uite common in the South and we have heard it highly 
praised by those who had resorted to it. 
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PATHOLOGICAL AND PHYSIOLOGICAL NOTES. 

Significance of the Crepitant Relle. — Dr. Frank W. Jack- 
son in a consideration of this subject (i\r. F. Medical Record) 
differs somewhat in his views from those which are generally 
accepted. His conclusions, drawn from a study of this sub- 
ject are : 1^, that the crepitant rdle is not pathognomonic of 
pneumonia; 2°, that it is heard also in dry pleurisy, in 
phthisis, and in broncho-pneumonia ; 3^, that there is a strong 
probability that the rdle is always due to pleuritic inflamma- 
tion ; 4^, that the question as to its being heard in oedema of 
the lung and pulmonary apoplexy is yet unsettled. 

Relation of Tubercle Bacillus to Early Diagnosis and 
Prognosis of Phthisis. — Dr. West Roosevelt concludes 
(Medical News) that in ** catarrhal phthisis " and " tubercular 
phthisis " : 1°. The bacillus tuberculosis is of great positive 
but no negative value in diagnosis. 2°. In prognosis the 
bacillus is of but little value. 3°. In both diagnosis and 
prognosis quite as much depends upon the careful study of 
the case, as a whole, as if there were no bacilli concerned 
in producing the disease ; except that a diagnosis is some- 
times rendered positive, which would otherwise be doubtful, 
by finding the microbe. 

Identity of Erysipelas and Lymphangitis. — At the 
stance of April 8, M. Verneuil made a report to the the Acad- 
emic des Sciences in his own name and that of his collaborator 
M. Clado, giving their conclusions as to the identity of ery- 
sipelas and lymphangitis acuta. They may be summed up as 
follows : 1**. The two conditions are but different forms of the 
same contagious, infectious parasitic disease. 2°. The agent 
productive of them is a pathogenic microbe, easy to recognize, 
to isolate and cultivate, and the pure cultivations produce 
identical results upon animals inoculated with them. 3^. 
The microbe discovered in erysipelas and hitherto described 
as peculiar thereto and pathogenetic thereof, is found in acute 
lymphangitis in full possession of its pathogenic properties, 
4**. These facts establish beyond cavil the identity of cause 
and nature of two conditions or affections hitherto described 
■as distinct though closely related diseases. 



388 Editorial Department. [June^ 

OBSTETRICS AND DISEASES OF WOMEN. 

Unique Presentation of Foetus. — A rare case was re- 
ported to the Phila. Co. Med. Soc. by Dr. E. P. Bernardy", not 
long since. The patient who gave birth to this child was a 
primipara, age eighteen years. The membranes had been 
ruptured four hours, the foetus was presenting in the right 
oblique diameter ; the presenting part seemed to be the breech^ 
the right side deeper in the pelvic cavity than the left. About 
two hours later he found that both shoulders presented fair 
and square, the neck, somewhat stretched, thrown forward 
on the chest, and the head slightly twisted sideways lying in 
a cavity in the chest; the arms lay on top of the chesty 
right and left side, the head between. There was hardly any 
pain connected with the confinement. 

Two Rare Cases of Pregnancy. — We have had occasion 
to read the accounts of two cases of pregnancy, reported in 
El Siglo Medico^ which are regarded as rare. Dr. Urrecha re- 
ports that he was called to attend a case of uterine haemor- 
rhage in a young woman who was suckling a child of sixteen 
months. To his great surprise, he recognized the fact that the 
hsemorrhage was merely preliminary to parturition, which 
terminated happily in a few hours by the birth oif a child at 
term. The young mother had never suspected pregnancy. Dr. 
Martia Mozo mentions the case of a woman who was suckling 
her child and two nurslings. She, also, was pregnant without 
knowing it, and when the increasing size of her abdomen was 
mentioned to her, she stated that such a condition was impos- 
sible. She was delivered fifteen minutes after having given 
the breast to the three children she was suckling. 

SURGERY. 

Primary Synchronous Triple Amputations.— Dr. Beid 
Alexander reports a successful case of primary synchronous 
triple amputation for railway injury, in the Kansas Medical 
Journal. As the author states, cases of this kind are of rare 
occurrence more especially when accompanied by the recovery 
of the patient. The following are given as successful cases 
which have been reported. One by Dr. John Ashhurst, Jr., 
in 1887, one by Dr. M. Champenois of the French Army, one 
by Dr. Koehler, of Schuykill Haven, Penn., one by Dr. Stone^ 
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of New OrlsanB, and one by an unnamed Burgeon of York, 
Penn. To this list we would add two succesBful cases by Dr. 
Luckie, of Birmingham, Ala. These two latter were for in- 
juries due to railroad accidents and we will present a ful- 
accountj illustrated, in a future number of the Journal. 

A Cuff-Splint for Colics' Fracture.— Dr. J. E. White 
haB devised a cuff-Bplint (Canadian Practitioner') which is 
«hown in figures 59 and 60. It is an unyielding cuff which wil]^ 




Fig 09 Onff Splint for Co114b Fracture. 



fit any wrist, and is designed to produce the necessary splint 
pressure without interfering with the circulation. It contains 




Fix. 60. Cuff-Splint Applied. 

two shallow roller-holders (the splints), one adjustable to the 
external surface of the radius, the other to the front of the 
radio-nlnar articulation. These are regulated by screws. The 
cufT-spiint is claimed to produce fixation of the fractured 
hones and not to interfere with flexion, extension and rotation 
of the wrist. 
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Wood's Medical and Surgical Monographs. On the Pre- 
ventive Treatment of Calculous Disease and the Use of 
Solvent Remedies. By Sir Henry Thompson, F.R.C.S., 
M.B. Lond. Sprains ; their Consequences and Treatment. 
By C. W. Mansell Moullin, M.A., M.D. Oxon. Vol. II., 
No. 2. r New York : William Wood & Co. May, 1889. 
Price $10.00 per year, single copies $1.00. 

This number opens with two lectures by Sir HenryThomp- 
son, whose name is sufficient to assure the reader that they 
cannot be otherwise than valuable. The treatment which he 
details is one which he states is valuable, not for stone in the 
bladder, but for that earlier stage of the same malady — stone 
in the kidney. It is only uric-acid stones which are amen- 
able to this treatment; but they form the large majority of 
renal calculi. 

The second monograph in this number is longer, and Dr. 
Moullin has carefully and thoroughly considered his subject. 
This treatise on sprains should be in the hands of every phy- 
sician, not only on account of its value, but from the fact that, 
among the minor accidents of life, none is more common than 
a sprain. The general unsatisfactory results, as far as a rapid 
return to usefulness is concerned, which are achieved should 
make a perusal of a good book on the subject one not only of 
interest out of pleasure as well. 

A Clinical Atlas of Venereal and Skin Diseases, including 
Diagnosis, Prognosis and Treatment. By Robert W. 
Taylor, A.M., M.D. Parts V. and VI, — Diseases of the 
Skin. Large Quarto. [Philadelphia: Lea Brothers & 
Co. 1889. 

We have already commented several times upon the pre- 
ceding parts of this valuable and handsome atlas, and can 
only state that the high standard of excellence is maintained 
in the parts before us. The text is excellent, and the plates 
apt and well made. Besides this, a goodly number of well- 
executed wood engravings serve to elucidate the text in a great 
measure. Pediculosis, Erythema faciei, E. circinatum, iris, 
and serpens, Tinea versicolor, Tinea tonsurans, Pityriasis 
rubra. Dermatitis exfoliativa, and Impetigo herpetiformis are 
considered in Part V. Some of the plates of this part are very 
much above the average, and show not only good workman^ 
ship but a great deal of discrimination in their selection. 

Part VI. opens with Urticaria, which is followed by Pem- 
phigus, Tinea barbae, Tinea circinata. Ecthyma, Lupus ery- 
thematosus, and Herpes zoster. In this part, more espe- 
cially, the text is of the highest interest, some of the diseases 
which are considered being still matters sub judice in some- 
respects. 0-D. 
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literary Xloks. 

The Gazette de Gyndcologie, whose publication was sus- 
pended on account of the illness of Dr. Meniere, has reap- 
peared. 

The Kansas Medical Journal makes its bow with th& 
May, 1889, issue. It is a tbirty*two page monthly, published 
at Topeka, Kas., at $2.00 per annum and edited by Drs. W. 
L. Schenck, of Osage City, J. E. Minney and S. G. Stewart,, 
of Topeka. 

The Trained Nurse is the only journal in the country 
devoted to the interests of those who minister to the sick and 
suffering. It is a bright monthly edited by Miss M. E. Francis 
and published by the Lakeside Publishing Co., of Buffalo, 
N. Y. Ten cents will secure a specimen copy. 

Pamphlets Received. — We have received the following^ 
pamphlets for which we desire to return thanks : An Argu- 
ment with the Censor at St. Luke's Hospital, New York, by 
Hugh Owen Thomas ; Further Contribution to the Study of 
Consumption among the Indians, by Washington Matthews,. 
M. D., LL. D. (Reprinted from the Trans, of the Am. Clima* 
tological Ass., Sept. 1888.); Stomach-Washing in Infants, with 
a Demonstration on the Living Subject, by A. Seibert, M. D. 
CReprinted irom Archives of Pediatri<-8j April, 1889.); The 
Perineum, its Anatomy, Physiology, and Methods of Restora* 
tion after Injury, by Henry 0. Marcy, A. M., M. D., LLD. 
(Reprinted from Trans. Am. Ass. of Obtetricians and Gynaeco- 
logists, Sept. 1888); Ninth Annual Report of the Illinois 
State Board of Health, with an Appendix, 1889. 

The Radical Cure of Hernia. — In this number of the 
Physicians' Leisure Library Series, issued by Geo. S. Davis, 
of Detroit, at 25 cents, Dr. Henry 0. Marcv discusses the 
radical cure of hernia by the use of the buriea antiseptic ani- 
mal suture. The author has made a special study of this sub- 
ject for eighteen years, and his experience together with that 
of other surgeons has seemed to demonstrate the superiority 
of the method, he advocates, over others. The different 
operative pocedures are taken into consideration, as well a& 
the different varieties of hernia and the anatomy of each. 
The last chapter is devoted to the method of operation which 
is advised and which is essentially the open dissection method. 
We can recommend this book to the perusal of every operat* 
ing surgeon, and a careful consideration of its contents to all 
who have become rusty on the subject to which it is devoted. 
It contains 251 pages of interesting matter. 
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Soctetij proceedings. 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF RAILWAY SQRGEONS OF 

AMERICA. 

The Second Annual Meeting of this Association was 
held at Pickwick Hall, St. Louis, May 2 and 3, last. The 
first session was called to order on May 2, at 10 a. m., by the 
President, Dr. J. W. Jackson, of Kansas City. Rev. S. J. 
Niccolls oflFered a prayer, and was followed by. Dr. B. H. 
Gregory, who made an address of welcome on behalf of the 
local profession. Dr. W. B. Outten, chairman of the commit- 
tee of arrangements, then made a report and was followed by 
Dr. J. B. Murdock, of Pittsburg, who read a paper on the 
** Torsion of Arteries." The discussion of this paper con- 
sumed the rest of the morning session. 

At the afternoon session, Dr. E. R. Lewis, of Kansas City, 
read the first paper on the '* Curative Properties of the Hot 
Springs of Arkansas." A committee of elections, to consist 
01 one member from each railroad, was approved for the pur- 
pose of electing officers for the ensuing year. 

Dr. J. W. Jackson then read the *' President's Address," 
and this closed the reading of papers for a time. 

Dr. Allen, of Liberty, Mo., offered a resolution declaring 
it to be the sense of the convention that the interests of rail- 
roads demand the establishment of union hospitals. This 
led to a long and animated discussion^ which culminated finally 
in the adoption of the following : 

Resolved, That the suggestions offered by the president in 
his address, in regard to union hospitals, be adopted as the 
sense of this convention, and that the president of each rail- 
road company be furnished with a copy of said address to- 
gether with this resolution. 

Dr. John Owens introduced a series of preambles and 
resolutions, the purpose of which is to resent the unjust 
schemes of certain Associations by which they are themselves 
paid and pay hospitals for services rendered, the attending 
physicians, meanwhile, receiving no compensation. This 
was unanimously adopted. 

Dr. W. B. Outten, of St. Louis, read a paper on *' Railway 
Surgery," and was followed by Dr. T. E. Russell, of Spring- 
field, Ohio, on '^Amputations." The discussion on this paper 
occupied the remainder of the session. 

The evening session convened at 8 o'clock, and Dr. Harvey* 
Reed, of Mansfield, Ohio, read a communication from the 
American Public Health Association, announcing that at its 
next meeting the subject of *^ Railway Sanitation " will be 
considered. Dr. Robert Barclay, of St. Louis, then read a 
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paper on <* The Signal Whistle ; a Plea for the More Safe 
Management of Railroads." Dr. Adolf Alt, of St. Louis, 
read a paper on the *' Frequency of Pterygium among Rail- 
road Men." After this, several members addressed the Asso- 
<}iation on various topics connected with railroad surgery, a 
number of communications were read, and adjournment had 
At 9 p. M. 

The next morning the convention met at the usual hour. 
Dr. A. W. Atchison, of Denison, Tex., read a paper on'' Rail- 
road Stretchers." The constitution and by-laws submitted at 
the last meeting was then adopted. The discussion of this 
subject occupied the remainder of the morning session. Upon 
reassembling in the afternoon, Dr. Harvey L. Reed, of Mans- 
£eld, 0., read an exhaustive paper on '* Some Effects of Di- 
rect and Indirectt Traumatism of the Brain." The committee 
on nominations then made the following report : For Presi- 
dent, Dr. J. D. Murdock, Pittsburg. First Vice-President, 
Dr. W. B. Outten, St. Louis ; Second Vice-President, Dr. 
Elliott; Third Vice-President, Dr. Rogers, of Memphis ; 
^Fourth Vice-President, Dr. Pritchard ; Fifth Vice-President^ 
Dr. Conn, of New Hampshire; Sixth Vice-President, Dr. 
Livingston, of Nebraska; Seventh Vice-President, Dr. Ban- 
croft, of Denver; Recording Secretary, Dr. C. B. Stemen, of 
Fort Wayne; Assistant Recording Secretary, Dr. A. B. Gu- 
mar, of Buffalo ; Corresponding Secretary, Dr. E. R. Lewis, 
of Kansas City; Treasurer, Dr. H. L. Reed, Mansfield, 0.; 
Executive Committee, Dr, S. S. Thorn, Toledo, 0., Chairman; 
Drs. A. A. Ames, Minneapolis ; N. J. Pettyjohn, Kansas City ; 
*C. B. Higgins, Peru, Ind.; E. B. Evans, Greencastle, Ind.; 
E. G. Ogden, Chicago, and Smart. 

A lively discussion arose in regard to the next place of 
meeting, but Kansas City was finally selected. After this the 
convention adjourned. Immediately after adjournment the 
members participated in a short excursion on the river which 
had been arranged by the committee of arrangements. 

THE DISTRICT MEDICAL SOCIETY OF CENTRAL ILLINOIS. 

This society met in annual session at the City Hall, Pana, 
Jll., April 30, 1889, the President, Dr. J. Huber, in the chair. 

The minutes of previous meetings were read and approved. 

The members present were Drs. J. Huber, Pana; M, R. 
Doyle, Rosemond; I. W. Fink, Hillsboro ; G. W. Fringer, 
Pana; W. R. Fringer, Pana; B; M. Griffith, Springfield; J. 
G.Harvey, Blue Mound; Moses Haynes, Hurricane; T. G. 
Hickman, Vandalia; W. M. Harsha, Decatur; J. H. Miller, 
Oconee; J. F. Miller, Oconee; M. L. Moyer, Butler; A. E. 
Prince, Jacksonville; Amos Sawyer, Hillsboro ; W. H. Sparl- 
ing, Moawequa ; Robert Lobey, Macon; T. J. Whitten, No- 
komis; John Wills, Beecher City; G. W. Patton, Pana; I. 
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L. Brant, Tower Hill; Wm. M. Catto, Decatar, aad T.J. 
Pitner, Jacksonville. 

Dr. B. M. Griffith, of Springfield, as chairman of commit- 
tee on Surgery, made a report. 

Dr. A. E. Prince, of Jacksonville, made a supplementary 
report, taking for his subject '^Recent Improvements in 
Ophthalmic and Nasal Surgery." 

Dr. T. J. Whitten, of Nokomis, reported on Obstetrics. 

Dr. S. T. McDermith, of Cowden, reported on Practice of 
Medicine. 

The report of a case of External Perineal Urethrotomy,, 
by Dr. T. G. Hickman, of Vandalia, was deferred to the next 
meeting at the doctor's request. 

Dr. I. W. Fink, of Hillsboro, reported a case. 

Dr. Amos Sawyer, of Hillsboro, read an essay, entitled 
''An Anatomist on the Evolution Mountain, as seen from a 
Mole-hill." The same being a reply to a lecture given by 
Prof. Leidy, of Philadelphia. 

Dr. W. J. Eddy, of Shelbyville, read an article on 
^ntipyrine. 

The following officers were elected for the ensuing year : 
President, Dr. B. M. Griffith, Springfield; 1st Vice-President, 
Dr. W. M. Harsha, Decatur ; 2nd Vice-President, Dr. Robl. 
Lobey, Macon ; Secretary, Dr. J. H. Miller, Oconee ; Treas- 
urer, Dr. L. B. Haller, Vandalia ; Board of Censors, Drs. 
Harvey, Sparling, Patton, G. W. Fringer and Eddy. 

The following members were elected delegates to the 
American Medical Association: Drs. A. E. Prince, B. M. 
Griffith, Kreider, Harsha, Haller, W. J. Chenoweth, David 
Prince, Whetten and Eddy. 

To the Illinois State Medical Society : Drs. W. R. Fringer, 
Connor, Carroll, Harvey, Huber, Griffith, Sparling, J. H. 
Miller, Harsha and Patton. 

The Society then adjourned to meet in Decatur on Tues- 
day, Nov. 12, 1889. 
B. M. Griffith, M. D., J. H. Miller, M. D., 

President. Secretary. 

MISSOURI STATE MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 

The thirty-second annual meeting of this Association was 
called to. order on May 21, at 10:30 a. m., at the Board of 
Trade, in Springfield, by the President, Dr. A. W. McAlester. 
Rev. Dr. Hughey offered prayer and was followed by the 
mayor, Hon. Ralph Walker, who made an address of welcome. 
Dr. J. E. Teflft, chairman of the Committee of Arrangements, 
then submitted a report. The remainder of the morning ses- 
sion was consumed in the reading of a paper on the ^* Progress 
pf Medicine'' by Dr. A. B. Miller, which was discussed until 
adjournment. 
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Upon convening for the afternoon, Dr. E. W. Schauffler, of 
Kansas City, read a paper on *' Antiseptic Medicine," which 
was followed by a discussion, as was Dr. P. Paquin's paper on 
'•Comparative Tuberculosis from a Sanitary Standpoint." 
Dr. W. C. Tyree, of Kansas City, read a report on the Prog- 
ress of Ophthalmology, and after being discussed, '^ The 
Causes of Insanity " were treated of by Dr. R. E. Young, of 
Nevada. Dr. T. P. Rumbold, of St. Louis, read a paper on 
'* Pruritic Rhinitis" which was discussed. The .foUowing^ 
Committee on Nominations was appointed to report on Wed- 
nesday evening. May 22: Drs. TefFt, McCandless, French, 
Williams and Thompson. 

At the evening session the president read his annual 
address in which he dealt with sanitation and medical educa* 
tion. He was followed by Dr. C. Lester Hall, of Marshall, 
whose paper on '' Diphtheria and Diphtheroid " elicited quite 
a discussion. The session then adjourned. 

The second and final day's session commenced at 10 : 30 
A. M. Dr. Thompson, the treasurer read his report and was 
followed by Dr. H. C. Dalton, who read a paper on ** Three 
Unique Cases of Suppurative Appendicitis." Dr. H. C. 
Crowell, of Kansas City, reported ** Two Cases of Laparotomy 
with Complications," and was followed by Dr. Vinche, of St. 
Charles, who detailed '• Two Cases of Caesarian Section by the 
Saenger Method." Dr. Frank J. Lutz read a paper on 
"Gastrostomy with Illustrative Cases." A discussion of all 
these papers was then had, which lasted until adjournment of 
the morning session. 

The afternoon session was opened by the reading of a paper 
on** Recent Advances in Gynsecology" by Dr. FranJk A, 
Glasgow, of St. Louis. At its conclusion a motion was car- 
ried making the secretary's office to continue until his sue- 
cesser is elected. The Auditing Committee's report, declaring 
the treasurer's accounts correct, was adopted. A Committee 
on Necrology was next created. Dr. McBride then read a 
paper on ** Mammary Abscess," the paper on ** Alopecia 
Areata due to Traumatism " by Dr. Ohmann-Dumesnil, being 
read by title. Dr. L. Bremer, of St. Louis, read his paper on 
''Traumatic Neurosis," which was discussed. Dr. A. B. 
Shaw, of St. Louis, spoke of '*The Medical Profession, Faith 
Cure, and Christian Science." ** Kyphosis as caused by 
Fracture of the Vertebrse " was the subject of a paper read by 
Dr. R. S. Kelso, who was followed by Dr. E. Von Quest, of 
Kansas City, on ''External Urethrotomy." The final paper 
of the session was one on ** Syphilitic Epididymitis," by Dr. 
C. W. Davis of Kansas City. 

At the evening session the election of officers was the first 
order of business and resulted as follows : President, Dr. L. 
J. Matthews, of Carthage; Vice-Presidents, Drs. J. Geiger, of 
St. Joseph, A. B. Miller, J. F. Robinson, of Springfield, and 
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W. 0. Tyree; Recording Secretaries, Drs. T. C. MuThall, of 
St. Louis, and T. Sharp, of Kansas City ; Corresponding Sec- 
retary, Dr. T. R. Fritts, of Mexico. Next place of meeting, 
Excelsior Springs. 

On motion of Dr. Sloan a committee of three was appointed 
to memorialize the legislature to remunerate the State Board 
of Health for services performed and for expenses incurred. 

Drs. Donelan, French and Porter were appointed. Dr; Mat- 
thews was next escorted to the chair ; and, after passing the 
usual vote of thanks the Association adjourned sine die. 

On Thursday morning a large number of the members left 
for Eureka Springs, Ark., on a special train. In the evening 
they partook of a banquet tendered by the Eureka Springs Co. 



Louisiana State Medical Society. — The fo^owing offi- 
cers were elected at the last annual meeting of this society : 
President, Dr. C. D. Owens, Eola; Vice-Presidents — First 
Congressional District, Dr. A. B. Miles ; Second Congressional 
District, Dr. Chas. Chassaignac, New Orleans; Third Con- 
gressional District, Dr. T. Hebert, New Iberia ; Fourth Con- 
gressional District, Dr. J. C. Brown, Arcadia ; Fifth Congres- 
sional District, Dr. R. W. Seay, Pilcher's Point; Sixth Con- 
gressional District, Dr. J. S. Branch, Evergreen; Recording 
Secretary, Dr. P. B. McCutchon, New Orleans ; Treasurer 
and Librarian, Dr. R. H. Day, Baton Rouge; Orator, Col. 
Boyd, Baton Rouge. Place of meeting. Baton Rouge. Time 
of meeting, Second Tuesday in May, 1890. 

Medical Badges. — Our readers may remember that a 
number of physicians in this country have gotten up a badge 
or button to better enable them to acquaint the community 
with their calling. In Paris, medical students have long been 
wearing them. The civil medical students have a button 
half red and half black. Across this is a narrow transverse 
band of purple bearing a death's head in white metal. The 
military medical students have a garnet button with a cadu- 
ceus embroidered in gold. The students of pharmacy have a 
green button with a silver tree, around which is entwined a 
golden snake. While these insignia may be permissible in 
medical students we can not but deprecate the idea of physi- 
cians wearing a badge to call attention to the fact that they 
are M. D.'s. 
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Death of Father Damien. — Rev. Father Damien, better 
known as the leper priest, died at the island of Molokai, on 
April 15, last, of leprosy. At the time of his demise he 
lived at Kalawao. He had ministered to the unfortunates 
of this leper settlement for the past sixteen years and was 
untiring in his devotions to the victims of that dreaded 
disease — leprosy. He was a native of Belgium, born in the 
diocese of Malines, Jan. 3, 1840. About two years ago he 
manifested the first symptoms of the disease which cost him 
his life. He stated his belief that he had been inoculated 
through the medium of a fly-bite on his scalp. 

It is with feelings of the sincerest sorrow that the entire 
medical world has noted the death of this disinterested worker 
in the ranks of humanity who was willing not only to risk but 
to. lay down his life for his fellow-man. 

Adulteration of Drugs. — A common-sense method of 
demonstrating a startling fact in this direction and at the 
same time giving a most excellent educational lesson to drug- 
gists and an excellent advertisement to themselves has been 
adopted by a large manufacturing drug house in Peoria. This 
house has put up two packages the one containing absolutely 
pure powdered rhubard and the other an adulterated sample. 
To the naked eye, and even under the microscope, to the 
casual observer, there is no difference between the samples. 
The firm in a circular enclosing the packages offers a reward 
of $100 in gold to the first retail pharmacist in America who, 
on or before the first day of next August, gives a correct anal- 
ysis of the adulterated sample. The object of the offer, as 
stated in the circular, is**to demonstrate how absolutely help- 
less is the ordinary dispenser of drugs in the hands of an un- 
scrupulous drug miller." This coming as it does from a house 
which is known to be one of the most conservative and relia- 
ble in the business, is a startling statement, and one in which 
physicians should take a deep interest. 

A Compliment to a St. Louis Surgeon. — Some months 
ago Dr. Schaffer, at the request of the medical board of St. 
Luke's Hospital, made a written report upon certain ques- 
tions propounded by the board. In this report Dr. Schaffer 
reviewed the principal methods of treating hip-joint disease, 
and in so doing pointed out what he conceived to be the de- 
fects of the system of Mr. Hugh Owen Thomas, of Liverpool, 
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originator of the Thomas apparatus for the mechanical treat- 
ment of chronic joint diseases. These strictures in due course 
of time, reached the other side, and were replied to by Mr, 
Thomas in a brochure entitled ''An Argument with the Cen* 
sor at St. Luke's Hospital, New York," a copy of which lies 
before us. It is not our object at the present time to speak of 
the merits of the controversy here raised, but in glancing 
through Mr. Thomas' argument we found the following per- 
sonal notice of a St. Louis surgeon, which, coming from an 
English source, we desire to quote : 

''I have," says Mr. Thomas, **one advantage which qual- 
ifies me to pass an opinion on the American method. Early 
in life I was, in my practice, a close imitator and ardent ad- 
mirer of the best exponent of American orthopaedics, my 
friend Dr. Louis Bauer, now of St. Louis, a surgeon whose 
portrait has been sketched for us by an opponent as follows : 
*A German surgeon of very scientific attainments, who, with 
an energy that knows no limit, has devoted his time almost 
exclusively to this department of surgery. In fact, the 
professional mind of this country (America), has been at- 
tracted to this particular branch of surgery through the 
various articles of this able author in the difierent medical per- 
iodicals, more than from any other source, and his lectures on 
this subject are very valuable instruction in orthopoedic liter- 
ature.' I also confess to having partaken of the fruits of this 
surgeon's labor, and though, as time passed we diverged, his 
influence was not totally unfruitful." 

The Introduction of the Stethoscope to Dublin. — Mr. 
Andrew K. Young has contributed some reminiscences to the 
Dublin Journal of Medical Science, in the course of which he 
gives the following little bit of interesting history in connec- 
tion with the stethoscope: 

When I was doing duty as a '^dresser" in the old Meath 
Hospital, then situated in the Coombe, in the year 1822, and 
when I had thought I had familiarized myself with the per- 
sonal appearance of all the professional staff of the hospital, 
I was surprised one morning at seeing a lithe, dark-haired, 
eagle-eyed and energetic-mannered gentleman come in. He 
was received with acclamations of joy and hearty welcome. 
*0n inquiry I was told this was Dr. Graves, one of the physi- 
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oians to the hospital ; the other physician being Whiteley 
Stokes. 

As far as I learned from the conversation around me, 
which was carried on in loud tones and with much hilarity, 
it appeared that Dr. Graves had just returned from the con- 
tinent (Germany, I think), and teemed with information, 
professional and otherwise, the result of his foreign travel. 

It was Dr. Graves who, about this time, or a little later, 
according to my observation and memory, was the first to in- 
troduce the stethoscope to the notice of the profession in Dub- 
lin — at least, it was now first shown to us, by him, at the 
Meath Hospital. There was much surprise and*^ no little in- 
credulity, with a shade of opposition, shown by sneering, or 
as we say now, by **chafl&ng" on its first introduction. The 
juniors looked at it with amazement, as a thing to gain infor- 
mation by — it so put them in mind of the pop-gun of their 
school-boy days ; the seniors with incredulity. But that 
which was advocated and taught by Drs. Robert James 
Graves and William Stokes was not to be easily put down; 
and when a cavity, or any other morbid change was diagnos- 
ticated, and mapped out on the living body, and such being 
so constantly verified by post-mortem examination, a great ad- 
ditional power to diagnosis of disease was at once acknowl- 
edged by the many. Thus the unsightly stethoscope made 
its way despite its ungainly appearance. 

The first instrument of the kind I saw was apiece of tim- 
ber (elm, I think), about the scantling of an ordinary modern 
beetle, three inches in diameter, from 12 to 14 inches long, 
having a hole drilled through it from top to bottom, no ear- 
piece, and no attempt at ornamentation. 

It was amusing to watch the shakes of the head as this 
bludgeon passed from hand to hand amongst the pupils, and 
to listen to the comments made by them, whilst Dr. Graves 
was holding forth in its praise. Well — no matter now. It 
soon began to become more and more refined in shape, and 
as its uncouth and unphilosophical form vanished, its popular- 
ity increased, but in a greater ratio than its beauty, until it 
became accepted as a necessary assistance to the practitioner 
of medicine. There is no neea now to insist upon its proven 
utility in advancing the study of thoracic diwease beyond any- 
thing during centuries before its appearance. 

I look back with amusement and pleasure to this time of 
one of Graves' triumphs against a strong prejudice of the 
time. 

It was in vain that laughable stories went round, as when 
a man ran out of his field and hastened alone the road, roar- 
ing out to Dr. Marsh, who was riding rapidly, before break- 
fast, towards the city from the mountain direction — ''Post- 
man I Mr. Postman ! ! you will lose your horn if you don't 
take care. It is joggling out of your pocket." The giggles of 
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the students were hardly concealed from the seniors when 
one of the celebrities of the time, on the invitation of Dr. 
Graves or Stokes (I don't recollect which of them), bent his 
ear to the tube, and having crushed it for some time against 
the timber of the instrument, declared, on raising his head, 
that ^' he heard the sounds as they were described to him 
quite plainly," when to us, standing around, the apertures of 
the ear and stethoscope did not, within a full inch, coincide 
with each other. 

Cecal Znebtcal Znatters. 

Criminal Negligence Somewhere. — Physicians who have 
known of the crowded and otherwise miserable condition of 
the Insane Asylum buildings have been wondering for some 
time past why no steps were being taken to utilize the gener> 
ous appropriation made by the last Municipal Assembly 
($100,000) for the purpose of building the necessary additions. 
Light was shed on the affair a few days since by the action of 
the House of Delegates, some of the members of which were 
also alive to the desperate needs of the insane, and introduced 
a resolution of inquiry into the matter. At the last meeting of 
the House, a letter was rejceiVed- from Health Commissioner 
Dudley, conveying thje astomjijjipg intelligence that *'He had 
had not been consulted about the appropriation, and that, be- 
sides, he had nothing t6: :do with th« prospective building; 
that it was a matter for the Commissioner of Public Buildings 
and the Board of Public Improvements to attend to." 

From the report of the/prpoeedings, published in a local 
daily, we learn that the letter- of Dr. Dudley *' was laid on the 
secretary's desk, but no motion was made to file it. After the 
session, a number of members expressed the opinion that the 
excuse was no excuse at all. Speaker Alt was particularly 
strong in his denunciation of the loose manner of running 
things in the Health Commissioner's office, and he said if he 
had not been in the chair, he would have moved to return the 
communication to Dr. Dudley, with the statement that it was 
no answer to the question in the resolution. He said that Dr. 
Dudley's not knowing of the appropriation of $100,000 for an 
institution under his charge, showed a lack of interest in his 
work that was thoroughly and positively inexcusable." 

In all of which the St. Louis Medical and Surgical Jour- 
nal fully concurs, and it sincerely hopes that the spirit which 
animated the gentlemen ** after the session" will not be al- 
lowed to cool, but will pervade the next business meeting of 
the House of Delegates. 

The local management of the Asylum is all that it can be 
under the circumstances, and it is an outrage that money so 
badly needed in the interests of humanity has been allowed 
to lie idle so long. 
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